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res HE Reputation you have obtain’d in the 
OÙ old for Learning, Wit, good Senfe, and a 
1 general Knowledge of Mankind, very much* 
expofes you to Addreffes of this nature. rae | 
I fhould hardly prefume to prefs in with this little 
Work, amongfi the many who feek to shadow theiy 
… Labours under your Patronage, but that I think the 
ingenious Productions of the fair Sex have a particular 
… Claim itoit. You how in feveral of your Writings a 
… fpecial regard to the improvement of that Sex in the 
politer parts of Knowledge, by endeavouring to refcue 
them from the prejudices of a narrow Edacation, and 
_ to enlarge thew Notions of things. The Example 
this Lady affords them of Wit, Fudgment and Ca- 
pacity, may excite the Emulation of fome, and concur 
with your Motives to anfewer that End. This Reax™ 
fon, together with the Affurances I have of your rea- 
dines to encourage uch Works as have a tendency to 
inform the Fudgments, or unprove any of the Virtues 
of Mankind, makes me flatter myfelf you will give 
… fhelier to anew Edition of this. [need not fay much 
… ato the judicious Performance of it ; you will eafily 
… perceive the Obfervations fhe has made upon the Hu- 
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snouts of the Spaniard to be very jufi; the Drefs fhe 
has put them in, elegant and neat ; and her Expref- 
fion, familiar, eafie and clear. AS ty a 
The former Impreffions of this Book have been ve- 
ry well receiv din the World; and I doubt not but this 
will meet with a better Reception than any yet have 
done, by coming into it under your Protection, What- 
ever you efpoufe, comes fufficiently recommended ; 
and, with thofe that know you, will be taken-for a 
convincing Argument of its own Ment. I cannot 
pér(wade myfelf filently to pafs over one Motive 
which fwayd very much with me to make you this 
Addvefs ; and that is, a Defwe I have long enter- 
tain’d for an opportunity to declare the Veneration and 
Efieem I have for’ you, as a Gentleman, a Scholar, 
and a Patriot. The two firft Characters you enjoy 
undifiurb’d ; and to make good the laft, you have the 


‘Applaufes of all true Britons, for the vigorous Efforts 


you made againft the late Attacks upon the Liberties 
of your Country, by expofing the jale Reafonings of 
thofe Men, who would have deluded us into a fa- 
tal Security, till Popery and Tyranny had come down 
upon us like a mighty Torrent, and overwhelm'd 
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Tam, Sir, 
Your moft obedient 


kumble Servant. 
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LETTER I: 


‘allmy Adventures, and whatfoever I have obferved du- 


| Ç REIN G you are fo earneft with me to let you know 


ring my Travels, you muft therefore be contented 
(my dear Coufin) to bear with a great many trifling 


Occurrences, before you can meet with what will pleafe you : 
_ I know your Fancy is fo nice and delicate, that none but extra- 
ordinary Accidents can entertain you ; and I wifh I had no 


others to relate: But recounting things faithfully, as they 
have happened, you muft be contented therewith. 

I gave you an Account in my laft, of what I met with 
as far as Bayonne : You know this is a Town in France, Fron- 
tier to Spain, wafhed by the Rivers d’ Adour and Nivelle, 
which join together; and the Sea comes up ro them. The 
Port and Trade are confiderable: Icame from Axe by Water; 


and obferv’d that the Boat-men of dour have the fame Cuf- 
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had accompany’d me from 4x, to bring me acquainted with 
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tom as thofe of Carrene ; which is to fay, That in pafling by 


“one another, they fet up a hollowing ; and they had rather 


lofe their Wages than to forbear thefe fort of fhoutings, al- 
though exceeding vexatious to thofe who aré not ufed to 
them. ‘There are two Caftles ftrong enough to defend the 
Town; and there are about it feveral pleafant Walks. 
_ At my Arrival there, I intreatéd the Baron de Caftleneau, who 
fouie 
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fome Women, with whom I might fpend my time with lefs 
impatience, till the Litters came, which were to be fent to me 
from Sr. Sebaftian. 

He readily complied with my Requeft : For being a Perfon 
of Quality and Worth, he is much efteemed at Bayonne, He 
fail’d not the next Morning to bring feveral Ladies to vifit me. 
= Thefe Women begin here to feel the fcorching Heats of the 
Sun : their Complexion is dark ; their Eyes fparkling 5 they 
are charming enough ; their Wits are fharp; and I could give 
you a farther Account of their Capacities, could I have better 
underftood what they faid : Not but that they could all {peak 
French, yet with fuch a different Dialect, as furpafs’d my Un- 
derftanding. 

Some who came to fee me, brought little fucking Pigs under 
theirArms, as we do little Dogs. It’s true they were very {pruce, 
and feveral of ’em had Collars of Ribbands, of various Colours. 
However, this Cuftom looks very odd, and I cannot but think 
that feveral among themfelves are difgufted at it. When they 
danced, they muft fet them down, and ler thefe grunting Ani- 
mals run about the Chamber, where they made a very plea- 
fant Harmony. Thefe Ladies danc’d at my intreaty ; the Ba- 
ron of CafHleneau having fent for Pipes and'T'abors. — 3 
_ TheGentlemen who attended the Ladies, took each of ’em 
her whom he had brought with him; and the Dance began in a 
‘ Round, all holding Hands.” They had afterwards long Canes 
brought them; and then each Spark taking hold of the Lady’s 
Handkerchief, which feparated them from one another, mov’d 
very gracefully at the found of this martialfort of Mufick,which 
infpired them with fuch Heat, that they feem’d not to be able 
to moderate it. This feem’d to me to refemble the Pyrric 
Dance fo much celebrated by the Antients ; for thefe Gentle- 
men and Ladies made fo many ‘Turns, Frisks and Capers, their 
anes being thrown up into the Air, and dexteroufly caught a- 
gain,that it isimpoffible to defcribe their Art and Agility: And _ 
À had a great deal of Pleafure in feeng’em 5 but methoughts 
it lafted too long, and I began to grow weary of this ill-order’d 
Ball : when the Baron de Cafllencan, who perceiv'd it, caufed fe- 
yeral Baskets of dried Fruit to be broughtin. Theyarethe Jews. 
who pals for Portuguefe, and dwell at Bayonne, who tranfport 
them from Gevoa, and furnifh all the Country with them. We 
- wanted not for Limonade, and other refrefhing Waters, of which 
thefe Ladies drank heartily ; and fo the Entertainment ended. : 

I was carry’d the next Morning to fee the Synagogue of the 
eus; in the Suburb of the Holy Spirit, but met with nothing: 
À remarkable 
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remarkable there. Monfieur de St. Pe, the King’s Lieutenant, 
_- who came to fee me, though much troubled with the Gout, 
invited me to dine at his Houfe, where I was moft delicioufly 
_ entertain’d ; for this is a Country abounding with good Cheer; 
and at cheap Rates. Ifound here Women of Quality, that 
were very handfome, whom he had invited to bear me Com- 
pany. ‘lhe fight of the Caftle, which faces the River, is ve- 
ry pleafant, and has always a good Garrifon init, 

é At my return to my Lodging, I was {urpriz’d to find feveral 
_. Pieces of Linen, which were brought to me from the Ladies 
who came to fee me, with Baskets full of dried Sweetmeats. 
This Treatment feem’d to be very obliging, to a Lady whom . 
they had not known above four or five Days. But I muft not 

forget to tell you, there isnot any finer Linen in the World 
than that which is made in this Country ; fome of which is 

_ open like Net-work, and the Threads of it finer than Hair. 
And I remember, that travelling thro’ the Villages of Bourdeaux, 
which may rather be call’d Defarts, the poor Peafants living 
fo wretchedly ; I found among them as neat Napkins as 
thofe ufed amongft People of Quality at Paris... 

I fail’d not to fend thefe Ladies fuch little Prefents which I 
thought might pleafe them. I perceiv’d they were great Admi- 
rers of Ribbands, and wear a great many on their Heads and 
Ears, which made me fend them a confiderable quantity ; ta 
which I added feveral Fans: and they, by way of Return, pre- 
fented me with Gloves, and Thread-itockings, moft delicately 

knit. | > | 

_ Infending them to me,theydefiredmeto go to the next Chap- 
ple, which was not far from my Quarters, where they intended 

to regale me with the beft Mufick the ‘Town would afford 5 

_ but though they were very good Voices, yet there is no great 

pleafure in hearing them, becaufe they want both Air and Skill. 

The Litters which I expected from Spain being come, 1 
prepared for my Departure; but I never met any thing dearer 
than thefe fort of Equipages ; foreach Litter has a Mafter that 
accompaniesit, who keeps the Gravity of a Roman Senator, 
being mounted on a Mule, and his Man on another; with 

_ which they releafe ever and anon thofe that carry the Litter. 
+ Thad two ; I took the greateft for myfelf and my Child; and 

… had befides, four Mules for my Servants; and two other for my 
€ Baggree. To conduétthem; therewere other two Mafters and 

i en. You fee what Charge one is at to go to Madrid, 

_ feeing you muft pay not only for their Attendance on you for- 


fc 


wards ; but the fame price for their return back. However, 
15 À 4 we 
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we muft fubmit to their Cuftoms, and fuffer our felves to 
be peel'd by them. 

I found at Bayonne feveral Turks and Moors, and 1 think a 
worfe fort of People; and thefe are Cuftom-houfe Men. I had : 
caus’d my ‘Trunks to be weigh'd at Paris, that I might have 
the lefs to do with thefe fort of People ; but they were more 
fubtle, or to fpeak better, more obftinate than I ; fo that Iwas | 
forc’d to give them whatfoever they demanded. Scarcely 
was I got clear from them, when the Drums, T'rumpets, Pipes, 
and Violins of the Town, came thundring upon me. They fol- 
low'd me farther than St. dnthony’s Gate, thro’ which you 
pafs for Spain to Bifcay. ‘They play’d each of them in their 
way, and all together without any Harmony ; which was 
enough to drive any one out of their Senfes. I order’d fome 
Money to be given them, upon which they left perfecuting me. 
As foon as we had left Bayonne, we enter’d into a large barren 
_ Heath, where we faw nothing but Chefnut-trees ; but we af- 

terwards pafs’dalong by the Sea, whofe Sand makes a delight- 
ful way, and a pleafant Profpe@t. 

We arriv’d in good time at St. John de Luz. Nothing can be. 

leafanter than this Borough, which is the greateft in France, 
and the beft built. here are feveral fmaller Cities. Ics Port 
lies between two Mountains, which Nature feems to have ex- 
prefly placed to defend it from Storms. The River Nivelle dif- 
gorges it felf therein ; the Sea comes up very high init ; and 
the greateft Barks come up commodioufly to the Key. ‘The 
Seamen here are very fkilltul at catching Whales, and other 
large Fifh. We were here very well entertain’d, fo that our | 
Tables were cover’d with all forts of Wild Fowl; but our 
Beds were not anfwerable, being ftuck with Feathers whofe 
Pinions ran into our fides, and we wanted Quilts to lay on the © 
top of them. I thought when we were to pay,that I fhould 
have had a large Reckoning ; but they only demanded of me 
half’ a Lewis d’or, when they would have coft more than five 
Piftoles at Paris. ‘The Situation of St. Sohu de Luz is extream- 
ly agreeable. 

In the moft {pacious part of the Town you fee here a very 
finé Church, built after the modern Fafhion ; and here is a 
Paflage over the River Nivelle, on a Wooden Bridge of great 
length. Here are T'oll-gatherers, who,make you pay for eve- 
ry thing you carry with you, not excepting your . Cloaths. 
This Tax is demanded at their Pleafure ; and it is exceffive on 
Strangers. | was weary with {peaking' French to ’em, and pro- 
telling I was no Spaniard; they feigning not to underftand 

mie, 
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_ me, fneering in my Face, and wrapping up their Heads in 
: their Hooded-Gowns. They feem’d to me to be Thieves, dif 
guifed in Capucbins : In fhort, they tax’d me eighteen Crowns, 
and would perfwade me they ufed me well, tho’ I found the 
contrary. But I have already told you (dear Coufin) that 
when you travel this Country, you mutt ftock your felf with 
Patience, and good ftore of Money. 
I faw the Caftle of Artois, which feems a ftrong place ; and 
a little farther Orognes, where the Bifcay is fpoken, without 
either French or Sbamifh. 1 defigned to lie at Iran, which is 
_ but three Leagues diftant from St. Jobude Luz, and [had {et out 
that Afternoon; but the Difpute which we had with the Watch 
en the Bridge, the difficulty we had in paffing the Mountains’ 
of Beotia, and the ill Weather, joyn’d to other little difficul- 
ties, which happen’d,were the Caufe that it was Night before 
we arrived on the Borders of the River Bidaffoa, which fepa- 
rates France from Spain. I obferv’d, along the way from Bay- 
onne thither, little Carriages, on which they tranfport every 
thing ; which having only two Iron Wheels, the noife they 
make is fo great, that they are heard a Mile of. When they 
are many of them together, which often happen, for you | 
often meet with Sixty or Seventy at 4 time, they are drawn 
by Oxen. I have feen the fame in the Villages of Bourdeaux, 
and efpecially on the fide of Axe. 

The River of Bidaffoa is ufually very fall ; but the Snows 
melting, had increas’d it to fuch a degree, that we had no 
{mall trouble to pafs it, {ome in a Boat, and others fwimming 
on their Mules. The Moon fhin’d very bright, by means of 
which I was fhewed on the Right Hand the Ifle of Conference, 
where the Marriage of our King was made with Maria Therefe, 
Enfanta of Spain. I faw awhile after the Fort of Fontarabia, 
which belongs to the King of Spaix, {tanding on the Mouth of 
this {mall River. The Flux and Reflux of the Sea arrives here. 
Our Kings heretofore pretended it belong’d to them. ‘There 
have been fuch great Contefts hereupon, efpecially by the 

“Inhabitants of Fontarabia, and thofe of Andayo, that they have | 
feveral times come to Blows. This oblig’d Lewis XII. and 
Ferdinand to agree, That it fhould be common to both Na- 
tions. ‘The French and the Spaniard: take Toll equally ; thefe . 
laft, making thofe pay who pafs into Spain, and the former 
doing the like in relation to thofe who pafs over to France. 

War does not hinder Commerce on this Frontier ; it’s true 

M they cannot fubfift without it, feeing they muft perifh 
through Want, did they not affift one another. 

, ; This: 
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This Country, call’d Bifcay, is full of high Mountains,where 
are feveral Iron Mines. The Bifcays climb up the Rocks as 
eafily, and with as great {wiftnefs, as Stags. Their Language 
Gf one may call fuch Gargon Language) is very poor, feeing 
one word fignifies abundance of Things. ‘There are none but 
thofe born in the Country that can underftand it ; and, lam 
told, that to the end it may be more particularly theirs, they 
make no ufe of itin Writing. They make their Children to 
read and write French and Spanifh, according to which King’s 
Subjects they are. It’s certain, as foon as I pafs’d the little 
River of Bidaffoa, | was not underftood, unlefs I {pake Ca/fili- 
an ; and not above a quarter of an hour before, I fhould not 
have been underftood, had I not fpoke French. | 

I found on the other fide of this River a Banker of St. Se- 
baftian, to whom I was recommended ; he tarried for me with 
two of his Relations. They were cloathed after the French man- 
ner, but ridiculoufly ; their Ju/tau Corps being fhort and large, 
and their Sleeves hanging down very fhort ; thofe of their Shirts 
were fo large, that they hung down below their Jujtau Corps, 
They had Bands without Collars ; and Perriwigs, one of which 
had enough Hair for four ; and fo frizled, as made them look 
as if they were frighted. Iller drefs’d People you cannot meet 
with. ‘Thofe who wear their own Hair, wear it very long 
and clofe, parting it on the Crown, and pafs part of it behind 
their Ears ; but what kind of Ears think you ? thofe of Midus 
were not larger, and I believe that to lengthen them, they are 
ftretched when they be young ; without queftion they find 
fome kind of Beauty herein. ‘ 

My three Spaniards made me, in bad French, moft tedious 
and dull Complements. We pafs’d thro’ the Borough of Tran, 
which is about a quarter of a League from the River, and 
came afterwards to Irun, which is diftant about another quar- 
ter of a League ; this little Town is the firft of Spain which 
you meet with, leaving France. It’s ill built, the Streets are 
unequal, and there’s nothing one can {peak of. We enter’d in- 
to the Inn through the Stable, where are the Stairs on which 
you fhwt afcend to your Chamber ; this is the Countries 
Fafhion. I found this Houfe very light, by a great many 
Candles, which were as {mall as Pack-thread ; there were at 
leaft forty in my Chamber,fix’d on little bits of Wood ; in the 
midit of them ftood.a Pan of Coals burning, made of Olive 
Rhine, to take away the fcent of the Candles. 

T had a great Supper, which my Gallants, the Spaniards, 
had caufed to be made ready for me; but all was fo full of Gar- 

hicks 
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à lick, Saffron and Spice, that Icould eat nothing. And I had 


made very bad Cheer, had not my Cook made me a little 


: Ragouft of what he could find. 


RS 


Determining to go but to St. Shaffian the next Morning, 


which is but feven or eight Leagues, I thought to dine before 


I fet out. I was fitting at ‘Table, when one of my Women 
brought me my Watch to wind it up, asit was my Cuftom at 
Noon; it was a Sriking Watch of Tompion’s make, and coft 
me fifty Leuis’s My Banker, who was by me, fhew’d fome 
defire to fee it: I gave it him, with a cuftomary Civility. This 
was enough; my Blade rifes, and makes me a profound Reve- 
rence, telling me, “ He did not deferve fo confiderable a Pre- 
« fents but fuch a Lady as J, could make no other. That he 
‘ would engage his Faith and Reputation, that he would never 
“ part with my Watch aslongas he liv’d, and that he found him- 
« felfextreamly oblig’d to me. He kifs’d it at the End of this 
“¢ pleafant Complement, and thruft it into his Pocket, which 
‘ wasdeeper than a Sack. ” © You'll take me to be à very great | 
Sot in faying nothing to all this, and I do not wonder at it 5 
but I confefs ingenioufly, I was fo furpria’d at his Proceeding, 
that the Watch was out of Sight before I could refolve on 
what I was to do. My Women, and the reft of my Servants, 
which were about me, ftared on me, and I on them, blufhing 
with Shame and Vexation to be thus caught. However } 


_secolleéted my felf, and confider’d, that this Man was to pay 


me a good round Sum of Money, for the Charge of my Jour- 
ney, and to return Money to Bourdeaux, where 1 had taken it 
up; that having Bills of Credit on him, he might ufe feveral 
tricks to me, and puts-off, which might make me fpend 
twice the Value of the Watch, In fine, I let him keep it, 
and endeavour’d to do my felf Honour from a thing which 
gave me great Mortification. ; 

I have learn’d fincethislittle Adventure, that ’tis the Cuftom 
in Spain, when any thing is prefented to one, if he likes it, and 
kiffes your Hand, he may take it with him. This is a very 
pleafant Fafhion; and being fufficiently acquainted with it, 
‘twill be my Fault if | an trap’d again. 7 

I left this Inn, where they peel’d me fufficiently ; for this 
is a grevious dear Country, and every one ftrives to be rich at 
his Neighbour’s Coft. A while after we had left the Town, 
we enter’d on the Pyrenean Mcuntains, which are fo high and 


… fteep, that looking down, you fee, not without Horror, the 
_ Precipices which environ them: we went thus asfar as Rextery. 
» Don Antonie (which wasmy Banker’s Name) went before me, 


and 
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and for my more commodious Paflage; he oblig’d me to quit 
my Litter: for although we had travers’d feveral Mountains, 
yet there remain’d more difficult to pafs: he made me to enter 
into alittle Boat, which he had prepar’d to go downthe Ri- 
ver of Andayo, *till we were near the Mouth of the Sea, where | 
we faw the King of Spain’s Galeons : there were three very 
fine and large ones. Our little Boats were fet forth with gilt 
Streamers; they were manag’d by Girls who were very lufty 
and handfome ; there are three in each, two that row, and 
one that holds the Rudder. | 
Thefe Wenches are very well fhap’d, of Chefnur Complexi- 
on: they have very good T'eeth, Hair black, which they tieup 
with Ribbands, in Knots, and fo let ithang behind them. They 
wear a kind of Veil on theirHeads, made of Muflin, embroi- 
der’d with Flowers of Gold and Silk, which hangs loofe, and 
covers their Breafts. They wear Pendants in their Ears of Gold 
and Pearls, and Bracelets of Coral. ‘They have a kind of Ju- 
Siau Corps, like our Gypfies, whofe Sleeves are very ftrait. I 
can affure you they charm’d me. I was told, thefe Wenches 
{wim like Fifhes, and fuffer neither Women nor Men among 
them. This is a kind of Republick, where they repair from 
all parts, and where their Parents fend them very young. 
When they are willing to marry, they go to Mais at Fontara- 
bia, which isthe neareft Town to them; and there the young 
Men come to chufe them Wives to their Humour, He that 
will engage himfelf in Hymen’s Bonds, goes to his Miftrefs’s 
Parents,declares to them hisIntentions,andregulates every thing 
with them. And this being done, notice of it is given to the : 
Maid; if fhe likes the Party, fhe retires to their Houfe, where 
the Nuptials are celebrated. | 
I never faw a more gay Air than thaton their Countenances: | 
they have little Habitations along the Water-fide, and there 
are old Maidens, to whom the younger pay Refpeét, as to theit 
Mothers. ‘They related thefe Particulars to us in their Lan: 
guage; and we hearken’d to them with great Delight, when 
the Devil, who never fleeps, difturb’d us with a vexatious 
Adventure. | Rat LE : 
My Cook, who is a Gafcon, and exaétly of the Humour of 
thofe of that Country, was in one of our Boats behind us, at 
fome Diftance, very near a young Bifcaneer, who appear’d to 
him very handfome ; he contented not himfelf, with telling 
her as much, but would have rudely turn’d up her Veil. She 
being not us’d to this fort of plain dealing,without any Words; 
broke his Head with her Qar. Having done this Exploit; Fear 
| feiding 
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feizing on her, fhe threw herfelf immediately into the Water, 
| tho’ the Seafon was very cold, and fwam with great fwiftnefs; 
but having all her Cloaths on, and it being far to the Shore, 
her Strength began to fail her. Several of thefe Wenckes, who 
- faw this at Land, leap’d immediately into their Boats, to 
her Affiftance ; when thofe who had remain’d in the Boat 
with the Cook, fearing the Lofs of their Companion, fell on 
him like two Furies, refolving by all means to drown him, and 
had like two or three times to have overturn’d their little 
Vefel, which we beholding from ours, had much ado to part 
ond appease then 3 + om | 
J affure you, the foolifh Gafcon was fo cruelly handled, that 
he was all over Blood ; and my Banker told me, that thefe 
young Bifcaneers provok’d, are worfe than Lions. In fine, 
‘we came to Land, but were fcarcely on Shore, but we faw this 
Wench, who was fav’d out of the Water, making up towards 
vs, with near fifty others, each with anOar on their Shoulder, | 
marching m Battle array, with Fife and Drum; when fhe, who 
was to be the Mouth of the Company, advanc’d, and calling 
me feveral times Andria, which is to fay, Madam, (fo that’s 
all I could retain of her Speech) gave me to.underftand, that 
they would have my Cook’s ‘Skin, if Satisfaétion were not 
made proportionable to the Damage done their Companions 
Cloaths,- At the ending of which words, the She Drummers — 
fell loudly beating their Drums, and the reft of their ma- 
zovs fet up a hollowing, leaping, and dancing, and fencing 
with their Oars in a moft aftonifhing manner. 
~ Don Antonio, to make me amends for the Prefent he had 
forc’d from me, (I can’t but often mention it, lying on my 
Heart as it does) undertook to make Peace. He found that 
my Cook, who thought himfelffufficiently beaten, had Reafon 
+0 give nothing’: and therefore he diftributed fome Pieces of 
Money among this Marine Troop: On receipt of which they 
fet forth louder Hollows than before, and wifh’d me a good 
Journey, and fpeedy Return, each of them dancing and finging — 
at the found of their Pipes and Tabors. 

We enter’d into a very rough Way, and afcended a very 
long and narrow Path, onthe fide of which there are Precipices, 
fo that I was greatly afraid left the Mules which carry’d my 
Litter fhould fumble: weafterwards pafs’d over a large Sandy 
Field. I tarry d fome time in the Gonvent of St. Francis, 
_ which ftands near the River of 4zd@ ~ We pafs’d over it on 
_ a very long Wooden Bridge: and #hough we were near St. 
_ Sebaftian, yet we could not then perceive it, becaufe a Moun- 
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tain of Sand hid the Town. It’s fituated on the: Foot of a 
Mountain, which ferves on one Side, as a Rampart againft the 
Sea, and the Veffels come to the Foot of this Mountain, to 
fhelter them from the Storms; for here arife extraordinary Tem- 
pefts,that the Ships at Anchor perifh in the Port : It’s deep, and 
defended by two Moles, which leave only as much room as is 
requifite for one Veffel to pafs at a time. They have rais’d here 
a great four fquare ‘Tower, where there isevera good Garrifon, 
to défend the Place, in cafe of Affuult: it was a fine day for the 
Seafon. I found the Town very pleafani, being furrounded 
with a double Wall; there are mounted feveral Pieces of Can- 
non on that part towards the Sea, with Baftions and Half 
Moons. The Town is fituated ina Province of Spain, call’d 
Guipu/coa ; the out Parts are exceeding pleafant, by reafon that 
the Sea, as I now faid, ferves for a Channel to it., ‘he Streets 
of this Town arelong and large, pav’d with great white Stones, 
which are alwaysclean ; the Houfes are well enough, and the 
Churches decent, in which the Altars are of Wood, on which 
are hung little Pi@tures, from top to bottom. Mines of Iron 
and Steel abound in this Country, finer and purer perhaps 
than in any other parts of Europe ; and this is the greateft part 
ef their Trade. Here the Wool which comes from Ca/tille 
is embark’d, which makes a confiderable Part of their'Traffick. 
Bilbao and. St. Sebaftian are two of the moft confiderable Ports 
which the King of Spaiz has on the Ocean. ‘The Caftle ftands 
very high, and may make an indifferent Defence ;, here are 
mounted fevéral fine Pieces of Cannon, and there. are a great 
many along the Ramparts; but the Garrifon is fo weak, that 
the Women might conquer them with their Diftaffs. 3 
Every thing isas dear in this Town as in Paris, yet they fare 
well here : Fifh is excellent, and 1 was told Fruit wasthe fame. 
{lay in the beftInn, and when I had been there fome time, 
Don Ferdinand de Toledo {ent his Gentleman to enquire. whether 
his Vifit would not be troublefome to me. My Banker, who 
knew him, and who was then in my Chamber, told me, he 
was a Spaniard of great Quality, Nephew to the Duke of Alva; 
that he came from Flanders, and was going to Madrid, | 
~~ Ereceiv'd him with that Civility which was due to his Birth, 
and {oon thereunto adjoin’d particular Refpeëts to his own Me- 
wit. Heis a Gentleman of good Prefence, has Wit and Po- 
Htenefs, is complaifaft and agreeable ; he {peaks as good 
French as 1 do ; but ul yfhanding Spanifo, and being defirous 
to {peak it better, weMerefore difcours’d only in that Lan- 
guage. | Age Precis bs 


4 


The Ladys Travels into Spain: IY 

I was very well fatisfy’d with his Carriage. He told me he 

came Poft hither from Brujjels, and if I pleas’d, he would in- 

creafe my Train, and be one of my Company. I thought he 

jefted, and anfwer’d him accordingly ; but he added, the 
ways were fo full of Snow, that indeed they could not ride. 


… Poit; that he could make more fpeed on Horfes than in Lit- 
- ters; but the Honour of accompanying me, made abundant Re- 


compence for that. In a word, I fay, he was a civil Perfon, and 
came no way fhort of the Gallantry natural to the Spari/b Ca- 
valiers: 1 therefore confider’d how advantageous it might 
prove to have a Man of this Quality, and Country, who could 
make himfelf be heard and obey’d by the Muletteers, who have 
iron Souls and no Confciences. | 

I told him, I was very glad I met with him, and the Fa- 
tigue of the Road would be leffen’d by his Company. He im- 
mediately thereupon order’d his Gentlemen to find a Litter for 


him. It being late, he took his leave of me, and I betook my 


tage 


felf to eat a good Supper; for, my dear Coufin, I am none ot 
thofe Romantick Ladies that never eat. 7 

Scarcely did I begin to fleep, when I heard fome body 
{peak French {o near me, that I thought at firft *twas in my 
Chamber ; but having hearken’d with more attention,I found 


twas in a Chamber feparated from mine by only fome thin - 


Boards, and thofe ill joined. Idrew my Courtain, and faw 


Light through the Crevices, and at the fame time two young 
Women, the eldeft of which appear’d not to be above feven- 
teen or eighteen; neither of them were of thofe Beauties 
without defect; yet they were fo pretty, fpake fo fweetly, 
and had fuch great Sweetnefs in their Countenances, that I 


“Was much taken with them. 


_ The youngeft, who feem’d to continue the Converfation, 
faid to the other: No, my dear Sifter, there is no Remedy to our 
Misfortunes 5 we muft die, or get them out of the Clutches of this 


‘villainous Dotard. T am refolute for any thing, reply’d the other, 
‘uttering a deep Sigh, fhould it coft me my Life. What remains? 


Have we not facrificed all for them? Then confidering a while 
their Misfortunes, they mutually embrac’d, and began to 
weep in a moft piteous manner: and having confulted a while, 
and fpake fome other Words, the greateft part of which 
were interrupted by their Sighs, they concluded on writing, 
which they did: and here is moft of what I heard them read 


fo one another. : 


us, 


Judge not of my Love and Grief by my Words : Ihave none can 


exprefs either the one or the other. But remember, you ruin me, 


unlefs 
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anlefs you betake your felf to the greateft Extremities, ‘againf} him 
that perfecutes us. He bas now fent me word, That if we delay 
our departure, he will have us feiz’d. Confider what be deferves 
for this bafe ufage of us 3 and remember you owe me all, feeing you | 
ewe me my Heart. | 

I think the other Billet was in thefe Terms. 

Could I fecure thee thy Happinefs in lofing mine, I love thee 
fufficiently to offer thee fuch a Sacrifice. Yes, I would fly from 
thee, couldft theu be Happy without me 5 but I know thy Heart - 
too well to believe this. Yet thou remaineft as quiet in thy Pri- 
fen, as if I were with thee. Break thy Chains without more 
‘delay 5 punifb the Enemy of our Loves. My Heart fhall be thy 
Recompence. | 

Having made up thefe Billets, they went out together; and 
I profefs, I was nota little uneafie for them, and no lefs curious 
to know thefe poor Ladies Misfortunes. This hinder’d me from 
fleeping, and I was expecting their return, when immediate- 
{y there was a great Uproar in the Houfe. I faw an old Man 
enter the Chamber attended by a great many Servants. He 
held one of thefe young Women by the Hair of the Head, 
which he had wound about his Arm, and drew her after him, 
as a wretched Sacrifice. Her Sifter was not treated with lefs 
Cruelty, by thofe who led her. Perfidious Wretches, faid he to 
them, xot content with the irreparable Injury you do my Nepbews, 
you would perfwade them ro be my Lxecutioners. Had I not fur- 
prix’d you with thefe feducing Letters, what might have happen’d? what 
dreadful Tragedies might I not bave expefted ? But you fall pay 
once for all: As foon as ever the Day appears, Twill bave you punifod 
ws you deferve. Ab! Sir, faid fhe whom he held, remember we are 
Women of Quality, and that our Alliance can be no Difhonour to you 5 
that your Nephews bave given. us their Faith, and we them ours 5 
that in fo tender an Age we have left all for their fakes 5 that we | 
are Strangers, and have no Friends here : What will become of us 2 
We dare not return to our Relations : If you are for conftraining us 
to this, or for putting us in Prifon, let us intreat you rather prefent- 
ly to difpatcb us out of the World. 

The Tears,which they fhed in fuch abundance, wrought in 
me the greateft Compaffion ; and had the old Man been as 
tender as I, he had foon freed them from their Trouble. 

My Women, who had heard fuch a great Difturbance, and 
fo near my Chamber, arofe, in the fear of fome mifhap to- 
wards me. I made Signs to them to draw near foftly, and 
to behold through the Boards this forrowful Spectacle. We 
hearken’d to whatthey faid; when two Men, with their Swords 
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in their Hands, entred into my Chamber, the Door of which. 

_ my Women had left open: They had Defpair painted on their 

Faces, and Rage in their Eyes. E was fo greatly frighted, 

that I cannot exprefs it to you. They looked on one another 

without {peaking a Word; and having heard the Old Man’s 
Voice, they ran on that fide. — | ; 

Ï did not doubt but *twas the two Lovers ; and ’twas them 
indeed, who entred like two Lions into this Chamber : They 
ftruck thefe Servants with fo Se Terror, that never a one 
of ’em dare approach his Mafter, to defend him, when his 
Nephews advanced towards him, and fet their Swords to his 
Throat : Barbarian, faid they to him, Can you thus ufe Women 
of Quality, that are to be our Wives? Becaufe you are our Guardian, 
muft you therefore be our Tyrant ? And is not the feparating of us from 
what we love, the taking of our Lives from us? It’s now in our 
Power to take a juft Vengeance of you 3 but we cannot do it to a 
Man of your Age, who cannot defend him/elf. Give us then your 
Word, and [wear by all that’s Good and Holy, That, in Acknowledge 
ment for the Life we give you, you will contribute to our Happinels, - 
and fuffer as to perform what we bave promis ds 

‘The poor old Wretch was fo affrighted, that he could hard: 
ly make any Anfwer: However, he {wore more than they 
would have him; he fell on his Knees, and kifs’d an hundred 

times his Thumb laid a-crofs oné of his Fingers, after the 
manner of Spain. Yet hetoldthem, whatever be bad done, was 
only in regard to their Intereft 3 kowever, be would not in any fort, 
for the future, oppofe their Iuclivations, in reference to this Marriage. 
_ Two of the Domefticks took him by the Arms, and rather 
carried him away than led him. Then the Gentlemen feeing 
themfelves free, threw themfelves in their Miftreffes Arms 5 
they faid to one another, whatever Grief, Love and Joy, do. 
ufually infpire on fuch Occafions. But in Truth, one muft have 
a Heart as affected and content as theirs, to repeatall thefe 
things : They are only proper to Perfons more tender than 
you are, my dear Coufin. But I hope you will excufe this Re- 
lation ; I was {0 tir’d, in having not yet flept, that E could 
fcarce hear any more, butconfufedly : And to:hear no more, À 
got farther into Bed, and threw the Quilt over my. Head. 
~ Thenext Morning, Don Fernando deToledo fentmefome choice 
Wines, with great quantity of Oranges and Sweet-meats. As 
foon as he thought it a proper time to vifit me,' he canie: Ha- 
_ ving thank’d him for hts Prefent, Fask’d him, Whether he had 

‘heard nothing of what had paf$’d in the Night? He told me, No; 
for he had lam inanother partof the Houfe, Iwasaboutrelating 
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to him what I knew, when our Hoftefs entred into the Cham- 
ber : She came from the two Gentlemenwho had given me that 
Difturbance with the Swords intheir Hands, intreating me to 
receive their Excufes : She likewife told me, that two young 
Ladies defired they might wait on me, and kifsmy Hand. 1 
anfwer’d thefe Civilities as I ought ; and they foon entred. — 

What charming Effeëts does the Return of Joy produce ? 
I found thefe Gentlemen very well fhaped, and thefe Ladies 
very lovely ; neither the one nor the other had any more on 
their Countenances the Characters of Defpair; an Air of 
Gaiety difplay’d it felf in all their Words and Geftures. The 
Eldeft of the two Brethren made the moft handfome Excufe 
poflible for his Miftake in entring my Chamber : He ad- 
ded, “ He had well obferv'd the Fearhe had caus’dme ; but 
& told me, that in that Moment he was fo tranfported, that 
« he was capable of no other Thought but the Refcuing his: 
« Miftrefs. You would have been 10 blame, {aid I to him, fhould 
you bave thought of any thing elfe : However, if it be true, you 
are willing to make me Satisfattion for the Alarm you have given 
me, you muft not refufe the gratifying my Curiofity. With thefe fair 
Ladies leave, inform me what has reduced all of you to thefe Ex- 
tremities you were in 2? He lookt on them, as if it were to ask 
‘their Approbation, which they willingly granted; and he 
thus began : We are two Brothers, Madam, Natives of Burgos, 
and of one of the beft Families of this City. We were very young when 
ae, fell into the Hands of an Uncle, who took care of our Educu- 
tion and Eftates, which are fo confiderable, that we need not 
envy others on that account 3 Don Diego is our Uncle’s Name : 
be had made long fince a firm Friendfhip with a Gentleman living 
wear Blaye, whofe Merit is far above bis Fortune; he ts call’d 
Monfieur de Meflignac : Our Uncle refolving to fend us for fome | 
time into France, be wrote bereupon to his Friend, who offered him | 
bis Houfe, which he joyfully accepted. He made us fet out, and it 
is a Year fince we were receiv'd there with great Civility. Madam 
de Meflignac #/ed us as her own Children; foe has feveral, but of. 
her four Daughters, thofe you fee are the moft amiable, It would 
have been very difficult to bave feen them every day, ta dwell with 
them, and yet not to have loved them. ; 

My, Brother at firft conceal’d from me bis growing Paffun, and | 
Lhid mine from him; we were both of us very melancholy 5 the 
trouble of loving, without being lov'd again, and the fear of dif- 
pleafing thofe who causd our Paffion, cruelly tormented us 5 

‘but a new Vexation did greatly increafe our Difquiet, which was 
a refile[s Jealouly we bad one of anotker : My Brother pe 
a , a | 
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faw Iwas-in Love, and thought it was with his Miftrefs : I lookt on 
him likewife as my Rival 3 and we bore fuch Hatred to one another, 
as might have tranfhorted us to the greateft Extremities 3 bur 
that Irefolutely determin’d. one day to difcover my Sentiments to 
Madamoifelle de Meffignac: But wanting Courage to peak to 
her my felf, Iwrote fome Verfes im a little Book touching my Paf- 
fion forhber, and dextroufly flid it into her Pocket; without Fer per- 
ceiving me. My Brother, wko bad always an Eye on me, obferv'dit 3 
and playing with her, be took out the Verfes, and found them to con-= 
tain a refpettful and paffionate Declaration of Love to her: He kept 
them till Night, when, being withdrawn into my Chamber, with 
the greateft Inquictude, he came to me, and tenderly embracing mes 
be told, be was heartily glad at the Notice he bad of my being in 
. dove with Madamoifelle de Meflignac. | k 

 Iremain’d as one Thunderftruck ; I faw my Papers in his Hands $ 
I imagin’d foe bad made them a Sacrifice. to him, and that be 
came to infult on my Misfortune. He faw in my Eyes and Coun-~ 
tenance part of what I thought. Undeceive your felt, continu’d he, 
She gave ’em not to me; I have taken ’em without her feeing 
them: [ll be ferviceable to you for the obtaining her; be 
you the fame to me in relation to her Elder Sifter. [the 
embracd him, and promifed him all he defired. Thus we mutually 
render’d good Offices to one another 5 and our Miftreffes, who were 
not then acquainted with the Power of Love, began to accuftom them- 
 felves to hear talk of it. # 
Te would be abufe to your Patience, to tell you, Madam, how 
ave came at length by our Cares and Afiduities to win their Hearts 2 
What happy Moments! what fweet Hours! to fee without ceafing 
- avbat one loves, and to be beloved! to be together im the Fields, 
where an Innocent and Country Life lets one tale, uithout Diftur- 
bance, the Pleafures of a growing Pafion : This is a Felicity wbich 
cannot be expreft. | A | 
Winter being come, Madam de Meflignac was at Bourdeaux, 
where foe bad a Howe: We accompanied ber thither 3 but this Houje 
was not large evough to lodge us, with all the Family 5 we took one 
near ber’s. | 
Though this Separation was only on Nights, yet we had lively 
Refentments of it : We were not now every Moment with ’em 5 our 
Vifits were accompanied with a certain Air of Ceremonies, which 
diffurb’d us. But our Alarms were much increas'd, wben we fava 
two rich band/ome Sparks addre/s themfelves to Madamoifelles de 
_ Meffignac, and earneftly court them, and that with the Approba= 
… sion of their Parents.. Good God, how we look’d! Their Proceedings 
went on at a great rates and ue dear Mifireffis, who foared 
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in our Sorvow, mingled every Day their’ Tears with outs. In fine, 
having throughly tormented ourfelvesy by devifing a thoufand fiuit- 
lefs ways, I refolwd to addrefs myfelf to Monfieur de Meflignac : 
ol fpaketorbim, and told bime what my Paffion in|pired ‘me, to per- 
fwade himto defer thefe Marriages. He anfwered, He accepted, 
“withthe greateft Acknowledgments, the Offers my, Brother 
-and I made him ; but being not of Age, what we might do 
‘at prefent,.might be afterwards cancell’d: That his: Honour 
-was dearito him, though his Eftate was fmall ; however, 
Should always efteem himfelf Happy, in living without Re- 
‘proach: That my Uncle, who had entrufted us to him, might 
quftly accufe him of Seducing us ; and that in fhort, we muft 
no more think of thefe Matters. | | 2: 
I withdrew in the greateft Afflittiony which I fhared with my Bro» 
ther 3 and this was a dreadful Trouble among us. Monfieur de Mef- 
fignac, to compleat our Misfortunes, fent an Account to my Uncle 
-of what bad pafs'd, and earneftly intreated bim tolay his Commands 
on us tobe gone. He did fo, and fecinz no Remedy to our Misfor- 
‘tunes; we went, my Brother and I, to Madamoifelles de Meflig- 
‘nac: We threw ourfelves at their Feet 3 We told them what might 
perfwade Hearts already prepoffeft : We gave them our Faith and 
‘Promifes, fign'd with our Blood. In fhort, Love made an end of 
canquifbing them; they confented to go with us. In fine, ave took, 
fucb Meafures, that our , Paffage was bappy enough, till our Arrival 
bere, and it is not two days fince 3 entring this Houfe, the frat Per- 
fon offering bimfelf to us was Don Diego 3 hewas impatient of our Re- 
turn.3 and.to fatisfy bimfelf, be came in queft of us. How did we 
dook at this fight! He caus’d us to be apprebended as Criminals 3 and 
forgetting, thar Madamoifelles de Meflignac were the Daughters 
of. bis beft Friend, and Perfons. of Quality, he loaded them with In- 
guries, and overwhelm’d. them with Threatnings, — after be. had 
learnt from one of my Servants, that we had rejalw’d to pafs ‘In- 
cognito:as far-as Madrid, ‘to fome Relations we bad there, to. tarry 


in this Place fora full. Liberty of declaring. ours Marriage. He. 


~ fock’dems up wa Chamber next to his 5 and we were there, when 
thefe Ladies came, by Moon-light, coughing under our Windowss 
We beard then, and ran to them----+- They fhew’d us their Letters 3 
and we were dewifing on our Deliverance avben my Uncle, having 
#otice of what pafsd, filently came upon us with all bis Servants, 
and before our, Faces, mifufed.thefe amiable Creatures. In the Ex- 
cefs : of our Delpair, our Strength, without’ doubt, sncreas’d. : We. 
broke open the Doors, which were faft fhut onus, and werante 
fuccour. thems when imprudently, Madam, wwe came into your 
Chambers ws RATS ER D 118 5, ih UNE : 
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“The Gentleman here ftopt, and I found he had related his 
Little Hiftory with grear Ingenuity. 1 thank’d him for it, and 
 offer’d thefe Ladies my Endeavours, and thofe of my Friends, 
: toappeafe their Ramily: Which Offers they accepted, and tefti- 
fy’d their Acknowledgments, Bee ee | 
_ Some Ladies of the Town, who came to fee me, wou’d flo 
‘me: They propoted to me to go to the Religioles, whole 
Convent is fo pleafantly fituated, that the Profpect has no 
Bounds: You may fee thence, at the fame time, che Sea, Ships, — 
‘Towns, Woods and Fields. They {pake much in praife of the 
Voices, Beauty, and good Humour of thefe Religiofes.. Add 
to this, that the ill Weather was fo increas’d, and the Snow 
fall’n in fo great abundance, that no Body advifed me to pro- 
ceed in my Journey. I was in fufpence awhile; but the Im- 
patience | had to be at Madrid, prevail’d over all thefe Con- 
_ fiderations, and I parted the next Morning. 1 have receiv’d of 
my Banker the Money i want. ear oe 
“But I muff not forget to tell you, that the Inhabitants of 
this Town have a particular Privilege, and’of which they are 
not a little proud ; which is, That when they treat of any 
Affiirs with theKing of Spam, and that ix is direëtly with him, 
he is oblig’d to {peak with them bare-headed. I could not get 
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Lam told I muft furnifh myfelf with good ftore of Provifion, 
to prevent flarving in fome Places thro’ which we muft pafs. 
_ Gamrmons of Bacon, and dried Tongues, being muchefteem’d 
in this Country, I have therefore takenupa good quantity. and 
as to the reft, we have fufficiently provided. Now this being 
the Poft-day, I would not omit this Occafion of informing you 
of what has happen’d to me ; and teftifying that I am, 


| From St. Sebaftian | Lous, 
bed re en eh Master ; 


Morse bebe 


I Reaffume, dear Coufin, without any Compliments, the 
Sequel of my Travels ; In leaving Sy. Seba/tian, we entred 
into a very rough Way, which brings you to fuch terrible 
fteep Mountains, that you cannot afcend them without climb- 
ing; they are call’d’ Sierra de St. Adrian. ‘They fhew only 
Precipices and Rocks, on which a puling Lover may meet 
with certain Death, if he has a mind toit, Pine-Trees of an 
En, | Ua extras 
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extraordinary Heighth crown the top of thefe Mountains. As 
far as the Sight will reach, you fee nothing but Defarts, cut 
with Streams clearer than Chryftal. Near the higheft Part of 
Mount St. Adrian, you meet with an elevated Rock, which 
feems to have been placed in the midft of the Way, to block 
up the Paffage, and thus feparate Bi/cay from the Old Caftile. 
‘A tedious and painful Labour has pierced this Mafs of Stone 
in manner of a Vault ; you may walk forty or fifty Paces un- 
der it, without fight of Day, but what comes by the Over- 
tures at each Entry, which are fhut by great Doors: You find 
under this Vault an Inn, which is left in the Winter, by rea- 
fon of the Snows: You fee here likewife a little Chapel of 
St. Adrian, and feveral Caverns, where Thieves commonly re- 


treat; fo that it is dangerous paffing here without being in a. 


Condition of Defence. When we had travers’d the Rock, we 
ftill a little afcended, to arrive to the Top of the Mountain, 
which is held to be the higheft of the Pyranees 5 it is wholly 
covered with great Afh-T'rees. There was never a finer Place 
of Solitude ; the Springs run here as in the Vallies: The 
Sight is only bounded by the Weaknefs of the Eyes; Shades 
and Silence here reign ; and the Echo’s anfwer on every 
Side. We began afterwards to defcend down fafter than we 
climbed up: We faw in fome Parts little barren Plains, many 
fandy Places, and ever and anon Mountains covered with 
great Rocks. It it not without Reafon, that in paffing fa 
near, you fear left fome one of ’em fhould get loofe, which 
would certainly overwhelm one ; for you fee fome which are 
full from the Top, and hang in their Pie on otherClefts 5 
and thefe finding nothing in the Way, would give a forry Di- 
verfion to a Traveller. I made all thefe Reflections at my eafe 5 
for I was alone in my Litter, with my Child, who did not at 
all difturb my Thoughts. A River call’d Urrola, big enough, 
but which was increafed by the Torrents, and melted Snow, 
flides along the Way, and breaks forth into particular Streams 
in fome Places,-which fall with great Impetuofity and Noïfe, 
. and make a very pleafant Sound and Sight. 


We meet not here with thofe fine Caftles to be feen on the | 


Banks of the Loire, which make Travellers call it the Country 
of Fairies. Here are on thefe Mountains only fome Shepherds 
Cottages, and fome few Hovels, and at that diftance, that you 
muft go a great way before you can find them ; yet all thefé 
natural Objects, though very melancholy ones, have fome- 
thing that is very taking in them.’ ‘The Snows were fo 
high, that we had always twenty Men, who made way for r, 
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with Shovwels.. You will perhaps imagine this coft me very 
much ; but here are fo well-eftablifhed Orders, and thofe fo 
well obferv’d, that the Inhabitants of a Village are oblig’d to 
meet Travellers, and be their Guides to the next ; and no one 
being bound to give them any thing, the leaft Liberality there- 
fore fatisfiesthem. ‘To this firft Care there is added another, 
which is that of Ringing the Bells without ceafing, to give no- 
tice to Travellers where they may retreat in ftormy Weather. 
They told me, there had not fall’n this forty Years fo much 
Snow as we met with, there having been no Froft for a great 
while in this Province. | 
Our Troop was fo great, that we might count our felves no 
ways inferiour to thofe famous Caravans which go to Mecca 3 
for without reckoning my Train, and that of Don Fernand de 
Toledo, there join’d with us, near St. Sebaftian, three Knights, 
with their Attendants, who return’d from their Commander- 
fhips of St. James ; there were two of this Order, and one of 
that of Alcantara: The firft wear Red Croffes, in form of an 
embroidered Sword, on their Shoulders; and he of Alcantara 
had a Green one. One of the two firft is of Andaloufia, the 
other of Galicia, and the third of Catalonia ; they are of good 
Families : He of Andaloufia calls himfelf Don Effeve de Carvaial 5 
he of Galicia, Dox Sancho Sanniento ; and the other of Catalonia, 
Don Frederic de Cardonne ; they are Perfons of good Mien, and 
well acquainted with the World. I receiv’d all poflible Ci- 
vilities from them, having much of the French Humour in 
them. They have travelled over the greateft Part of Europe; 
and this has render’d them fo polite. We went to lie at Gala- 
réta : This is a Borough a little diftant from Mount Adrian, 
fituate in the little Province of Spain I now mention’d, named 
Alava, which makes a Part of Bi/cay ; we had there but bad 
Entertainment. ‘They reckon it eleven Leagues from thence 
to St. Sebaftian. : 

We had better Way from Galareta to Vifforia, than we had 
before. The Country here yields much Corn and Grapes 5 and 
the Villages lie very thick together : We found here Cuftom- 
houfe-men, who made us pay both for the Cloaths and Money 
we carried with ys: They were not very exaéting with us, be- 
caufe our Company was too large to be impofed on. Don Fer- 
nand de Toledo had informed me over Night, that we were to 
travel near the Caftle of Quebara, which was faid to be haunt- 
ed with a Spirit, telling mea thoufand extravagant Stories, 
which were readily fwallow’d by the Inhabitants of the Country, 
_ and which were fo effeCtually beliey’d by them, that no body 

BACS D à | _ would 


20 The Ladys Travels into Spain. 
would live there. Ihad a great Defire to fee this Place ; fot 
altho’ I am naturally as fearful as another, yet am not afraid 
of Ghofts ; and if I were, our Company was fo numerous, a6 
would animate the greateft Coward: We ftruck off a little to 
the Left, and came to the Borough of Quebara : 'TheMafter of 
the Inn where we enter’d, had the Keys of the Caftle: He told 
us, in going along with us, That the Duende, which is to fay, 
the Spirit, could not endure Company 5 yet if we were a thoufand 
together, be would, if be were mindéd, beat us all in fuch a manner, 
as to leave us for dead, began to tremble: Don Fernando de 
Toledo, and Don Frederic de Cardonne, who gave me their Hands, 
perceiving myFear, burft out into Laughter: I grew afham’d, 
and pretended to gain Courage; and fo we enter’d the Caftle, 
which might have pafs’d fora fine one, had it been kept in or- 
der: It had no Furniture, except an old Tapeftry Hanging in a 
great Hall, which reprefented the Amours of Don Pedro the 
Cruel, and Donna Maria de Padilla: She is reprefented fitting 
iike a Queenin the midft of other Ladies, and the King placing 
onher Head a Crown of Flowers: In another part the fat un- 
der the Shade of a Wood, the King fhewing her a Hawk on his 
Fit: And again, in another, fhe appears in a Warrior’s Drefs, 
and the King in Armour prefents her with a Sword ; which 
makes me believe that fhe hath been in fome Warlike Expedi- 
. tion with him. She was very ill reprefented ; and Don Fernand 
told me,  Hehad feen herEtfigies elfewhere, by which fhe ap- 
* peared to be the moft beautiful and moft cruel Woman of het 
‘time ; and that the Figures in this Tapeftry refembled nei- 
* ther her nor the King : His Name, Cypher and Arms were 
* every where onit.’ We went up into a lower, on the top of 
which was a Dungeon, and twas there the Spirit inha- 
bited ; but without doubt he was abroad, for we neither faw 
nor heard him, or any of his Companions: And having feen 


futiciently this gréat Building, we left it to purfue our Journey. 


En approaching Miforia we pals’d over a mott delightful Plain 
at the end of which ftands a Town, fituate in this Province o 
Spain, I lately mention’d, call’d Alava: This is the capital 
‘Town of it, as well as the firft of Caffile: It is inclofed with 


‘two Walls, one of which is-old, and the other new ; befides 


this, it has no other Fortifications. After I had refrefhed my | 


felf awhile here, "twas propofed to me to go to a Play ; butin 
tarrying till it began, I had no {mall Diverfion in fecing come 
into the moft fpacious Place of the Town, four Companies 
of young Men, preceded by Drums and ‘Trumpets; they 
marched feveral times round, and immediately began a Fight 
sie aes. UMA ONE with 
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with Snow-balls, which they threw on one another with fuch 
Fiercenefs,that they were all very well pelted in the end: They 
were above two hundred who fought this Battel. ‘To tell you 
of thofe who fell, or recovered their Feet again, and the Shouts 
and Acclamations of the People, will be needlefs ; and I was 
obliged to leave them thus engaged, to go to the Place where 
the Play was to be reprefented. | ; 

When I entred into the Room, the People fet forth an hol- 
lowing, Mira, mira! which is to fay, Look, look ! The Decora- 
tion of the Theatre was not over magnificent ; it was rais’d on 
Barrels, and ill-rang’d Planks ; the Windows of the Room 
were open, for they ufed no Candles or Flambeaux 3 whence 
vou may eafily imagine, this much takes away from the Beauty 
of the Sight. They acted the Life of St. #nthony ; and when 
the Players faid any thing which pleas’d the Company, all the 
People cry’d out, /iforia, Viktoria 3 1 was informed this was 
the Cuftom of the Country. I obferv’d the Devil was no other 
ways clad than the reft, having only a Pair of Stockings of a 
. Flame-colour, and a Pair of Horns to diftinguifh him. This 
Comedy confifted only of three Aéts, and they are all no more: 
At the end of each ferious A&t, another began of Farce and 
Pleafantry, wherein appear’d him they eall’d £/ Graciofa, which 
is to fay, the Buffoon, who, among much infipid Stuff, fays 
- fometimes fomething thatis lefsnaufeous : TheInterludes were 
mixt with Dances, to the Sound of the Harps and Gittars : 
- The Aétors had Caftanets, and a little Hat on their Heads, 
_ without which they never dance, and then ’tis a Saraband ; 

they feem not to walk, they flip along fo lightly. Their Manner 
is wholly different from ours: ‘Theymove toomuchtheir Arms, 
and often pais their Hands on‘ their Hats and Faces, and that 

with noili Grace; they play admirably wellonthe Caftanets. 
~ As to the reft (dear Coufin) I would not have you think 
thefe Actors, for being in a little City, do much differ from 
thofe of Madrid. 1 was told, that thofe of the King are a 
little better: Butina word, both a& what they call Las Come- 
dias Famofas, which is to fay, the fineft and moft famous 
Comedies ; which in truth are very ridiculous. For Example, 
when St. Anthony faid his Confiteor, which he did often enough, 
all the Speétators fell down on their Knees, and gave them- 
felves fuch rude Mea Culpa’s, as was enough to beat the Breath 

out of their Bodies, ‘  ’ AT iat | 
| Here would be a proper place to fpeak of their Habits ; but 
you had better excufe me till I come to Madrid, left I tire 
you with Repetitions : Yet I muft tell you, that the ine Ï 
: Ge bay 
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faw in this Company, had a prodigious quantity of Red, which 
begins juft under the Eye, and paffes from the Chin to the Ears, 
se from. their Shoulders to their Hands; fo that Inever faw 
any Radifhes of a finer Colour. 

. The Lady Governefs of the Town drew near to me: She 
jutt touch’d my Cloaths, and haftily drew back her Hand, as 
rf fhe had burnt her Fingers. I bid her, in Spani/h, not to be 
afraid: She at length familiariz’d herfelf, and told me, ‘T'was 
¢ not through fear of any thing elfe but of difpleafing me ; 
¢ that twas no new thing to her to fee French Ladies : And 
¢ that if fhe might, fhe would gladly drefs herfelf after their 
€ Fafhion.” She order’d Chocolate to be brought her, with 
which fhe prefented me; which is far better here than in 
France. 'ThePlaybeing ended, I took my leave of her, having 
thank’d her for her Civilities. 

Thenext Morning,as] enrer’dthe Church to hear Mafs, I efpi- 
ed an Hermit, who had the Air of a Perfon of Quality, and yet 
beo’dan Alms ofme, with fuch great Humility,that I was great- 
‘ty furpriz’d at it. Don Fernand having notice of it, drew near, 
and faid tome, The Perfon whom you betold, Madam, is of an illuj- 
trious Family, and of great Merit, but bis Fortune very unbappy. 

» Youraifein me, faidI to him, 4 great Curiofityto know more 3 and 
therefore Lmaftbeg your Favour to fatisfy it. You may command any 
thing of me, replied he, Madam ; but Iam not fo throughly inform’d 
of bis Adventures, to undertaké the relating them to you 3 and I be- 
lieve “twere better I engage him into a Recital of them bimfelf. He 
left me, and went immediately to embrace him, with the 
greateft Civilities and T'endernefs : Dow Frederic de Cardonne, 
and Don Efteve de Carvaial, had already accofted him, as their 
old Acquaintance : And when Don Fernand liad join’d them, 
they all earnefily intreated him to come with them when Mafs 
was over. He as earneftly excufed himfelf ; but being told, 
i was a Stranger, and much importuned that I might learn 
from himfelf what had oblig’d him to turn Hermit ; he at 
length confented, on condition I would permit him to bring 
one of his Friends, who was perfe&tly knowing in what rela- 
ted to him: Do us Yujtice, continued he, and judge whether ‘ris fit 

or me to relate uch Particularities in thisHabit Iwear, T'heyfound 
“he had Reafon, and pray’d him to bring‘his Friend, which he 


did awhile after [ was at myLodgings: He prefented a very . 


fine Cavalier to me; and taking leave of us verycivilly, he told 
_ him, ‘ He fhould be oblig’d to him, if he would Gis the Cu- 
“ riofity which Dow Fernand de Toledo had givnme, of knowing 
« the Spring of his Misfortunes. ? This Gentleman took place 
by me, and began in thefe T'erms ; 5 
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I think myfelf very bappy, Madam, that my Friend bas chofen me 
to fatisfy the Defire you have of knowing his Adventures 5 but I fear 
J fhall not acquit myfelf fo well as I would: The Perfon, whofe Hytory 
you would learn, bas been one of the fineft Gentlemen in the World ; it 
avould be hard to make a Judgment of him now ; he is buried, as it 
were, in bis Hermit’s Habit. He ws an exceeding graceful Perfon, 
well fhaped, of an excellent Mien, and noble Air : And in fine, had 
all the Accomplifbments, both natural and acquired, of a Perfon of 
Quality, being liberal, witty and brave. He was boru at Cagliari, 
Capital of the Ifle of Sardinia, one of the moft illuflrious and richeft 
Families of all that Country, — : 

He was brought up with one of bis Coufin-Germans ; and theSym- 
pathy, which was found in ther Humours and Inclinations, was fo 
| great,. that they were more ftrittly united. by Friendfhip than Blood. 
They bid no Secret from each other : And when the Marquefs Bar 
baran was married (which was bis Coufin’s Name) their Friend/hip 
continued in the fame force. | e 
. He married one of the fineft Women in the World, and the moft 
accomplifo'd ; foe was not then above Fourteen : She was Heirefs to 
a very noble Eftate and Family.. The Marquefs every Day di/cover- 

ed new Charms in the Wit and Perjon of his Wife, which likewife 
increafed every Day bis Pafion. He fpeaks, without ceafing, of bis 
Happine/s, to Don Lewis.de Barbaran 5 which is the Name, Madam, 
of my Friend; and when any Affairs oblig’d the Marquefs to leave 
her, he conjured bim to ftay with the Marchionefs, thereby to lefJem 
the Trouble of bis Abfence.. But, alas! bow bard is it when one is 
at an Age uncapable of feriows Refleftions, to fee continually fo fair 
a Woman, fo young and amiable ; and to fee her with Indifference { 
Don Lewis ws already defperately in Love with the Marchionefs, 
and thought then twas only for ber Husband’s fake: Whilft be wats 
in this Niftake, fhe fell dangeroufly fick; at which be grew fo 
dreadful melancholy, that be then knew, but too late, this was caus'd 
by a Paffon which would prove the. greateft Misfortune of bis. 
whole Life. Finding bimfelf then in this Condition, and having not 
Strength to refit it, he refolv'd to ufe the utmoft Extremity, and te 
fy and avoid a Place where be was in danger of dying with Love, or 
breaking through the Bonds of Friendfhip. The moft cruel Death wou'd, 
bave feemed gentler than the Execution of this Defign : When the 
Marchione/s beginning to.grow better, be went to her to bid ber adieu 
and fee her no more. me ee : | À 
He found her bufied in chufing, among feveral Stones of great 
price, thofe which were the fineft, which fhe intended to bave fet 
wm a Ring. Don Lewis wus fcarce enter’d the Chamber, but fhe 
… défired him, with that, Air of Familiarity ufual among Relations, 
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to go and fetch her other Stones, which fee bad in ber Cabinet. 
He’ ran‘ thither, and, by an unexpetted good Hap, found, among 
what he look’d for, the Piffure enamell’d of the Marchione/s, in Lit- 
tle; fet with Diamonds, and incircled with a Lock of her Hair ; it 
avas fo like, that be bad nor the Power to withftand the Defire be bad 
of fiealing it. Lam going to leave her, aid be, I fhall fee her 
no more ; J facrifice all my Quiet to her Husband: Alas‘ is 
not this enough ? And may I not, without a Crime, fearch in 
my Pain a Confolation fo innocent as this! He kifs’d fever al times 
this Pitture 3° be put it under his Arm, be carefully bid it, and re- 
turning towards ber with thefe Stones, be trembling, told. ber the Re- 
Solution: be bad taken of Travelling. She appear’d much amax’d at 
it, ‘and: chang’d her Colour, He look’d on her at this moment's be 
bad the Pleafure of ‘perceiving it ; and their Eyes being of Intelli- 
gence, [pake more than their Words: Alas? What can oblige you, 
Dow Lewis, faid fhe to him, to leave us? Your Coufin loves you 
fo tenderly : I efteem you, we are never pleas’d without you, 
hé cannot live from you : Have you not already travelled ? 
You have without doubt fome other Reafon for your Depar- 
ture 5 but at leaft do not hide it from me. Don Lewis, piercd 
through with Sorrow, could not forbear uttering a deep Sigh, and ta- 
king one of the delicate Hands of the-charming Perfon, on which be 
fixt bis Mouth: Ah Madam, what do you ask me ? Jaid be to 
ber ; What can I fay to you? And-indeed, What can fay to 
you, in the Condition I am in 2 The Violence be ufed, to conceal 
bis Sentiments, cans’d bim fucb a great Weaknefs, that be fell balf dead 
at her Feet. She ‘remained troubled and confufed at this fight : She 
ablig’d him to fit down by her 5 fhe dared not lift up ber Eyes to look. 
on bim ; but phe let bim fee Tears, which foe could not forbear fhed- 
ding, nor.refolve to conceal from him.” Dpt 
Scañcely were they come to themfelves, when the Marquefs en- 
ter d into the Chamber: “He came to embrace Don Lewis with all 
the Teftimonies of a perfect Friendfoip, and he was in ‘the. greateft 
trouble when he underftood be parted for Naples. . He omitted no 
Arguments to perfwade him from it, preft bis Stay with tBe greateft’ 
Earnefinefs, but allin vain. He there immediately took, bis leave. 
ef the Marchionefs; and [aw her no more. “The Marques went out 
with him, be left bim not till the moment of bis Departure. . This 
was an Augmentation of Don Lewis's Sorrow ; be would have 
willingly remained alone, to have an entire Liberty of afflifting bim- 
f is be Marchionefs was fenfibly afflitted at this Separation : She had 
perceived be loved her, before he bad known thus much bimfelf ; and 
foe bad found in bim [uch fingular Merit, that for ber part too oe 
| | 4 
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bad loved him without kiowing it 5 but foe found this to ber Coft afà 
ter bis Departure : Recovering but lately from a dangerous Sicknefs, of 

—aybich foe was not perfettly cured, this unbappy Accident made ber fall 
into [uch a languifbing Indifpofition, as [oon render’d ber quite another 
Body. Her Duty, ber Reafon, ker Virtue equally perfecuted ber : She 
avas greatly fenfiblé of ber Husband’s Refpetts to ber, and foe could 
not fuffer bat with great Sorrow, that another foould take up ber 
Thoughts, and have fo great place in her Affetions. She dared not 
any more mention the Name of Don Lewis; foe never made any 
Inquiries after bim 5 joe made it an indifpenfible Duty to forget 
bim : This Violence which foe ufed cn herfelf, was like a continual 
Martyrdom ; foe made one of her Women, in wham fhe moft confi- 
ded, the Repofrtéry of this Secret. Am I not very unhappy ? /aïd 
foe; 1 mutt with never again to fee a Man, towards whom it 
is impoflible for me to bé in a State of Indifference ; his Per- 

{eis always before my Eyes, nay, I think fometimes I fee . 
him in the Perfon of my Husband; the Refemblance which is 
between them, ferves only to nourifh my AffeCtion towards 
him: . Alas ! Mariana, I muft die, to expiate this Crime, als 
though it be an involuntary one : I have only this means to 
get rx of a Paffion, of which I cannot hitherto be Miftrefs s 

- Alas! what have I not done to ftifle it, this Paffion which 

yet is dear to me? She accompany’d thefe Words with a thoufand 

© Sighs: She melted into Tears 3 and though this Woman had a great 
deal of Wit and Affettion to her Miftrefs, yet foe could fay nothing tw 

ber could yield her any Comfort. by SADR aN 

The Marquefs, in the mean time, every Day reproach’d his Wifé 

with her Indifferency to Don Lewis : I cannot fuffer, faid be ra 
_ ber, that you fhould think fo little on the Man I love above. 
all the World, and who had fo much Complaifance and Friend- 
fhip for you: Imuft needs fay, this is a kind of Hardnefs,which, 
would make one judge untowardly of the Tendernefs of your 

Heart :. At leaft you muff grant, Madam, that he was fcarce- 
ly gone, but you forgot him. What good would my remem- 
bring him do him? faid the Marchione/s with a languifbing dir 5 

_ Do you not fee he avoids us ? Would he not have been till: 
with us, if he had any real Kindnefs for us? Believe me, my 

Lord, he deferves a little that we fhould forfake-him in our 
turn. Whatever fhe could fay, repell’d not the Marquefs 3 he fHlk 
importun’d her to write to Don Lewis to return. One Day among 

the reft, when foe was gotten into bis Clofer to fpeak' ta bim about 
_ fome Affairs, foe found him bufied in reading a@ Letter of Don 
| “Lewis, which be lately receiv'd. tO RATS SA 373 
| She would bave cetiy’dg but be rook, this Opportumity va gblige pe 
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¢o do what be would have her. He told ber very ferioufly, That he 
could no longer bear the Abfence of his Coufin; that he was 
tefolved to go and find him ; that ’cwas already two Years fince 
he had been gone, without intimating any Defire of returning to 
hisFriends and Country; that he was perfwaded he would yield 


a greater Deference to her Requefts than his ; that he conjured’ 


her to write to him: And that in fine, fhe might chufe either 
to give him this Satisfaction, or be content to fee him part for 
Naples, where Don Lewis was to make fome ftay. She remain’d 
furprized, and perplex’d at this Propofal 5 but knowing he expetted 
arith great Impatience her Determination, What would you have 
me fay to him, my Lord ? faid foe to bim with a forrowful Coun- 
tenance; Dictate this Letter to me, I will write it; [can do no 
more; and I believe this ismore than ought. The Marque/s, 


tranfported with Joy, moft affettionately embraced her 5 and thankd 


ber for her Compliance, and made ber write thefe Words : 


ig you have any Kindnefs for us, defer not your Return; I 
L have very urgent Reafons to defireit. Iam not a little con- 
cern’d that you fhew fuch Indifference towards us, which is an 
unqueftionable Indication that you take no Delight in our Com- 

any. Return, Dow Lewrs, I earneftly wifh it; Lintreat you : 
And if it were fit for me to ufe more urgent Terms, I would fay 
perhaps, I command you to do it. | 


The Marques made. a fingle Pacquet of this fatal Lecter, to 
she end Don Lewis might not think “twas by bis Order the Mar- 
chionefs bad wrote it 5 and having fent it to the Carrier, be ex— 
petted the Succes with. extraordinary Impatience. What became 
of this Lover at the fight of fo dear and unexpetted an Order ! 
Although be bad remark’ Difpofitions of Tendernefs in the Coun- 
tenance of this fair Perfon, yet be dared not promife himfelf fhe 
could defire bis Return 3 bis Reafon revolted againft his Joy. How 
unhappy a Wretch I am ? faid be ; I adore the moft amiable 
of all Women, and yet I dare not offer to pleafe her? She has 
a Kindnefs for me, yet Honour and Friendfhip withhold me 
from making the leaft Advantage of it. What fhallI do then, 
OQ Heavens! What fhall I do! I flattered myfelf, that Abfence 
would cure me: Alas ! this is a Remedy which I have fruit- 
lefly tried: I have never caft mine Eyes on her Picture, but 
have found myfelf more in Love, and more miferable than 
when I faw her'every Day. I muft obey her, fhe commands my 
Return, fhe defires to fee me, and fhe cannot be ignorant of my 
Paffion: Wheal took my leave of her, my Eyes declared ig 
eRe: i 
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her the Secret of my Heart: And when I call to mind what f 
faw in her’s, all my Reflections then are to nopurpofe ; for I re- 
folve rather to die at her Feet, than to live remote from her, 
He parted without any Delay, and without taking leave of bis 
Friends. He left a Gentleman to excufe him towards them, and to 
order bis Affairs. He was in fuch great haft to fee the Marchionefs, 
that be ufed fuch Diligence to be with her, as no Body but be could 
have done: Arriving at Cagliari, Capital of Sardinia, be under- 
Stood that the Marques and bis W ife were at a ftately Country-boufe, 
avbere the Vice-Koy was gone to give them aVifit, with all his Court. 
He learnt moreover, that the Marque/s de Barbaran prepared for 
him a great Feaft, where there were to be held Fufts or Tournaments, 
after the ancient Manner of the Moors: He was the Defendant , 
and was to maintain, That a Husband beloved, is happier than 
a Lover. | 
Several Gentlemen, that were not of this Opinion, were preparing 
themfelves to go and difbute the Prize, which the Marchionefs, at the 
Vice-Queen’s Intreaty, was to give to the Conqueror: Twas a Scarf, 
embroidered with ber own Hands, wrought with Cyphers: No one wae 
to appear but mask’d and difguijed, to the end all might be freer and 
more gallant. | 
Don Lewis bad a fecret Defbighr, in comprehending theMarquefs 
fo well fatisfied. He is belov’d, /aid be ; [cannot but look on him 
as my Rival, and as anhappy Rival; but we muff endeavour to 
difturb his Happinefs, in trrumphing over his vain Glory.  Ha- 
wing formed this Defign, he would not appear in Town 5 be caus’d 
to be made a Suit of ftrip’d Green Sattin, embroidered with Gold, 
and all bis Liveries were of the fame Colour, to denote bis new 
Hopes. 
Pr ben be entred into the Lifts, every Body bad their Eyes on bim 3 
bis Magnificence, and bis Air, gave Emulation to the Cavaliers, and 
great Curiofities to the Ladies. The Marchione/s felt a fecret E- 
motion, of which fhe could not difcover the Caufe : He was placed 
very near the Balcony, where foe fate with the Vice-Queen 3 bur 
there was no Lady there which did not lofe all her Lujtre near that 
gf the Marchione/s 5 ber youthful dir, which exceeded not eighteen 
ears 3 ber lovely white and red Cheeks, ber Eyes fo [weet and grace- 
ful, ber Scarlet and little Mouth, agreeable Smile, and ber Shape, 
Sale furpafs'd the Faireft, made ber the Admiration of all the 
World. | | 
Don Lewis was fo ravifhed in feeing her fo charming, and to ob 
ferve yet in ber Countenance a languifoing forrowful Air, thaï be 
flattered himfelf to have therein a part 3 .and this was.the firft 
Moment where be thought himjelf happy. When bis turn came, 
wy . he 
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he raw againft the Marquefs, and [mote him fo dextroufly,'that he got 
the Advantage all along of bim : So that, in a word, he gain’d the 
Prize with a general Applaufe, and with every one’s good liking. He 
threw bimfelf at the Marchione/s’s Feet, to receive it at her Hands 5 
he altered the Tone of bis Voice, and {peaking to ber with bis Mask 
on, low enough not to be beard but only by ber : Divine Perfon, faid 
be to ber, be pleas’d to obferve what Fortune decides in favour 
of Lovers. He dar’d not to fay more to her 5 and without knowing 
tim, fhe gave bin the Prize, with the natural Grace with which all. 
her Affions were accompanied. 

He fuddenly withdrew bimfelf for fear of being known 3 for this 
might bave been an Occafion of a Quarrel between the Marques and 
bim: And without doubt be would not have eafily pardon’d the Vittory 
be obtain’d over him. This oblig’d bine to keep bimfelf fill conceal’d 
for fome Days. The Vice-Roy and bis Lady return'd to Cagliarr, 
and the Marquefs and Marchione/s accompanied them thither, with the 
avbole Court. 

Don Lewis then fhew'd him/elf >" be pretended be juft then arrived, 
and made as if he knew.not what bad pa/s'din the Field. The Marques 
de Barbaran was tranfported with Joy in feeing bim ; and Abfence 
bad not at all altered the Affettion he had for this dear Relation. He 
bad no difficult Task to find a favourable Moment wherein to entertain 
bis amiable Marchionefs 5 be bad as much Liberty in their Lodgings as 
in bis owns and you may well judge, Madam, that he forgot not to 
mention the Prize he bad received from her fair Hands : How wretch- 
ed am I, faid be to her, that you did not know me? Alas, Ma- 
dam, I flattered inyfelf, that by fome fecret Prefentiments you 
‘would learn that no one but I could-fuftain with fuch Paffion 
the Caufe of Lovers againft Husbands. No, my Lord, /aid 
foe to him, with an angry and difdainful Air, to take away all Hope 
from bim, Y-could never have imagin’d that you could have: 
been Patron of fo foul a Caufe ; and I could not have believ'd | 
you could have taken fuch ftrong Engagements at Naples, that: 
you fhould come as far as Sardinia to triumph over a Friend. 
who maintain’d my Interefts as well as his own. I fhall die: 
with Regret, Madam, /aid Don Lewis, if I have difpleas’d you: 
in what I have done ; and were you more favourably difpo-- 
fed, and I might dare to make you my Confident, it would’ be: 
no hard matter for me to perfwade you, that it is not at Na-- 
ples L have left the Object of my. Vows. ° 5: 

The Marchionefs apprebending leaf? be foould [beak more than [be 
was willing to bear, and appear livelily touch’d with the Reproach» 
fos made him, foc pus on a more pleasing Countenance 3 aid turn 
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int the Conwerfation into a Tone of Raillery, anfwer'd him, He took. 
. too ferioufly what fhe had faid to him. He dared not make ufe of 
this occafion to declare bis Love to ber 3 for tho’ he lov’d her above 
all things, yet be refpetted ber no lefs, .  .  . ns 
When be had left ber, be began to blame himfelf for his Fearfulnefs : 
‘Shall I, aid be, always fuffer without feeking any Remedy ? It 
was fome,time before be could meet with a favourable occafion, becaufe 
. the Marchionefs fiudioufly avoided bim 3 but being come one Night 
where fhe was, be found her alone in an inward Room, lying on a Bed, in 
a moft lovely manner, and moft becoming Undrefs, ber Hair being 
foften’d with Knots of Diamonds, bung carelefly about her Breafts : 
The Trouble fhe felt in fecing Don Lewis appear’din her Countenance, 
and render’d ber yet more lovely. He drew near her with an awful 
and refbeffful Air, and fell down on bis Knees by her: He look’d on ber 
» for fome time, nor daring to fpeak; but becoming a little more bold : 
_ Ifyou confider, Madam, faid be to ber, the piteous Condition 
_whereunto you have reduc’d me, you will eafily comprehend 
. that it is no longer in my power to keep Silence. I could not a- 
void fuch inevitable Stroaks as you have given me. I a- 
dored you as foon as I faw you 3 1 have endeavoured to cure 
myfelf in flying from you; I have offer’d the greateft Violence 
to myfelf, in endeavouring to mafter my Paffion. You have re-. 
_ calld me, Madam, from my voluntary Exile, and I die a thou- 
fand times a day, uncertain of my Deftiny. If you be cruel 
enough to refufe me your Pity, fuffer at leaf, that having. 
made known to you my Paffion, I may die with Grier 
at your Feet. The Marchione/s was fome time without, re- 
folving to anfwer him 3. but at length gaining Affurance, 1 ac- 
_ knowledge, faid foe, Don Lewis, that | am not wholly igno- 
tant of one part of your Sentiments ; but 1 was willing to 
perfwade myfelf ’twas the Effects of an innacent Affection. 
Make me not a Partner of your Crime; you commit one, 
when you betray the Friendfhip due to my Husband: But,alas! 
you will pay but too dearly for this ; for I Know that Duty for- 
bids you to love me ; andin refpeët, it does not only forbid me 
to loveyou, but to fly from you: I will do it, Don Lewis, 1 will 
avoid you ; and I donot know,whether I ought not to hate you. 
But, alas! it feemsimpoflible for me to doit. What do you then, 
Madam, anfwer'd he, interrupting her, being full of Grief and De- 
| fbair, when you pronounce the Sentence of my Death ? You 
. cannot hate me, fay you : Do you not hate me, and do you not 
. do meall the Mifchief you are able, when you refolve to avoid 
‘ime ? Makean end; Madam, make an end; leave not your Ven- 
4 G Seance 
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geance imperfect ; facrifice me to your Duty, and yourflusband 5 
for my Life cannot but be odious, if you take from me the 
Hopes of pleafing you. She look don bim at this inftant with Eyes 
full of Languifbins. Don Lewis, {aid fhe to bim, you reproach me 
“with what I would deferve. In ending thefe Words, fhe arofe, 

fearing greatly, left ber Affettion fhould triumph over ber Reafon 5 
and notwith{tanding bis Endeavours to with-bold her, foe pafs’d into 
a Chamber where ber Women were. EN 

She thought foe had gain’d much on herfelf in forcing ber way out 
of this Converfation, without anfwering | fo favourably as ber Heart 
could bave wifh’d 5 but Love is a Seducer, which muft not be in any 
fort hearken'd to, if one will not be torally overcome by him. From 
that Day, Don Lewis began to think himfelf happy, tho’ he wanted 
many things to compleat bis Felicity. The Marcbionefs, in effet, 
bad a Principle of Virtue, whieb oppofed it felf always with Succefs 
to the Defires of her Lover. | 

He bad no longer thofe Scrubles of Friendfbip for the Marquefs de 
Barbaran, which bad fo greatly diflurb’d bis Mind; Love had per- 
fettly banifh'd Friendfbip 5 nay, be even fecretly hated him. 

In fine, Don Lewis flattering bimfelf, that perbaps be might find 
a favourable Moment to affel the Marchione/s’s Heart with fome Pi- 
ty, be carefully fought it 5 and to find it, one day when *tuias 
wery hot, knowing that the Marchione/s was wont to retire to repole 
berfelf after Dinner, as it is cuflomary in that Country, he came to 
her, doubting not but every body was afleep in the Houfe. 

She was in a Groynd-room which look’dinto the Garden 3 all was 
faft and fout clofe, fave a little Window, whereby be faw on her Bed 
this Charming Creature. She was in a profound Sleep, half un- 
drefsd 3 be bad the time to difcover fuch Beauties, as fill augment- 
ed the force of bis Pafion. He approach’d fo foftly to ber, that fhe did! 
pot awake. It was already fome Moments that be bad look’d on ber ' 
avith all the Tranfports of a Man amavd, when feeing her naked ! 
Breafts, be could not forbear kifing them. She arofe on a fudden, 
fre bad not her Eyes open 3 the Chamber was dark, and fhe could’ 
never have believed Don Lewis could have been fo bold. I have: 
already told you, Madam, that be refembled the Marquefs de Bar-. 
baran. She did not doubt then but it was be, and calling him fe-- 
veral times her Dear Marquefs and Husband, /be tenderly em-: 
braced bim. He well knew bis Error 3 whatever Pleafure it pro- 
cured bim, be could have wifbed to have owed this only to bis Miftrefs’ss 
Favours. But, O Heavens, bow unfortunately it happend ! The: 
Margquefs came in this dangerous Moment 5 and twas not witb-- 
out the greateft Fury be faw the Liberty Don: Lewis took with bis: 
Wife. At the Noife be had made in entring, fre had turn’d ber 

| Eyes: 
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Eyes towards the Door, and feeing her Husband enter, whom fhe 
thought foe bad already in her Arms, it is impoffible to reprefent her 
Affitfion and Aflonifhment. | 

“Don Lewis, amaz’d at this Accident, flatter’d bimfelf, that pers 


… aps be was not known: He pa/s’d immediately into the Gallery, and 


finding a Window was open’d into the Garden, be threw bimfelf out 
of it, and immediately pafs’d through a Back-door. The Marquefs 
purjued bim, without being able to overtake bim. In returning the 
fame way he came, be unhappily found the Marchione/s’s Pitture, 
which Don Lewis bad dropt as be ran, He immediately made 
moft cruel Reflettions hereupon. This Piffure of. his Wife, which 
Don Lewis bad let fall, andthe Sight of her Embracing him, 
_ made bim no longer doubt of his Wife’s Falfbood. 1 am be- 
tray'd, cry’d be, by her whom I loved dearer than my own 
as Was there ever a more Unhappy Man in the World ? 

In ending thefe Words, be returned to bis Wife’s Chamber, She im 
mediately threw herfelf at bis Feet, and melting into Tears, would 
have juftify’d berfelf, and made known to him her Innecency 3 
but the Spirit of Jealoufy bad fo fully poffe[s’d him, that be vio- 
lently repre[s'd ber. He harken’d only to the Tranfports of bis Rage 
and Defpair, and turning away bis Eyes, that be might not fee fa 
lovely an Olje&, be bad the Barbarity to ftrike bis Dagger into the 
Breaft of the moft Beautiful and moft Virtuous Woman in the World. 
She offered herfelf to be flaughtered as an innocent Sacrifice, and ber 
Soul iffued out in a Stream of Blood. de 
_ O God, cryed I, O imprudent Don Lewis ! Why did you 
_ leave this Charming Lady to the Fury of an Amorous Hut- 
band, tranfported with Jealoufy ? You might have {natch’d 
her out of his cruel Hands. Alas ! Madam, reply’d this Gentleman, 
he knew not what he did ; for what would he not have done 
at another time to have prevented fuch a Misfortune 2 

As {oon as the unfortunate Marchione/s bad render’d her laft 
Breath, ber cruel Executioner fbut ber Apartment, took all the 
Money and Sewels be bad, mounted on Horfeback, and fled with 
all the fheed be could. Don Lewis, reftle/s, and more amorous 
than ever, returned thither in the Evening, notwithftanding whar- 
ever might befal him. He was furprix’d when be was told the 
Marchionefs was frill afleep 3 be immediately went into the Garden, 
and enter’d into the Gallery through the fame Window which be bad 
found open, and from thence came into the Chamber. ?Twas fo 
dark, that be was fain to walk warily 3 when he felt fometbing 
which had like to have made bim fall: He ftoop’d down, and found 
it was a dead Body ; he uttered a great Shriek, and doubting 
not but “twas that of his dear Miftrefs, he funk, down with Grief. 

C 4 


dome 


32 The Ladys Travels into Spain. 

Some of the Marchione/s’s Women walking under the Windows of her 
Apartment, heard Don Lewis’s Cries 5 they eafily got up through the 
fame Window, and enter'd the Room. What a fad Spettacle, what 

a lamentable Sight was this? T'cannot find Words to denote to you the’ 

Horror of this Speftacle. Don Lewis was ra fooner come to bimfelf, 

by the force of Remedies, but bis Grief, Rage and Defpair, broke out 

avith fuch Violence, that it was impoffible to calm bim ; and I am per- 

fwaded he had not outlived her whofe lofs be occafioned, if the Defire 

of Vengeance bad not reanimated him. 

He parted like one furious in fearch of the Marque/s de Barbaran 5 
He fought him every where without bearing any news of bim. He 
ran over Italy, travers'd Germany, came into Flanders, and pafs'd 
into France, He was told that the Marquefs was at Valencia iz 
Spain; be came there, and met not with him, In fine, three Years 
being paft, without finding the means of facrificing bis Enemy to 
bis Mifirefÿs Ghoft, divine Grace, which is wrefitible, and par- 
ticularly on great Souls, touch’d bis fo efficacioufly, that be imme- 
diately changed bis Defire of Revenge into ferious Defrres of. 
leaving the World, and minded only the fitting bimfelf for another 
Life. 

ae fil’d with this Spirit, be returned into Sardinia. He 
fold “all his Eftate, which be diftributed among fome of bis Friends, 
‘avbo, with great Merit, were yet very poor 5 and by this means be-_ 
came fo poor bimfelf, that be reduced bimfelf to the begging of 
Alms. 

He bad heretofore feen, in going to Madrid, a place very fit to make 
an Hermitaze 5 ( it is towards Mount Dragon ) this Mountain 1s al-. 
moft inaccefible, and you cannot pafs to it but through an /Overture,, 
—avhich is in the midft of a great Rock 5 it is ftop’d up when the Snow! 
falls, and. the Hermitage lies buried more than fix Months under it. 
‘Don Lewis made one be built here, where be was wont to pafsi 
ahole Years without feeing any one. He made fuch Provifions as were: 
. meceffary, baring good Books, and thus remain’ d in this difmal Soli-- 
tude 3 but this Year bis Friends forc’d him hither, by reafon of a: 
great Sicknefs, which bad like to have coft him bis Life. It is four Years: 
fince be bas led this Holy Spiritual Life, and fo different from that tov 
æbich be was born, that it is with great trouble be fees any of bis Ac-- 
quamtance. 

As to the Marquefs de Barbaran, he bas wholly left the Ifle of) 
Sardinia, where be bas not the Liberty to return. I am inforn’'di 
be is married again at Anvers, to a Widow of a Spaniard, named: 
- Fonccea. Adit is he himfelf that bas related toone of my Friends thee 
Pavticulavities of his Crime ; and he is fo furigufly tortured with the: 

Remem= 
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| Remembranee of it, that be imagines be continually fees bis Wife dy- 
ing, and reproaching him with bis Fury and Sealoufy. In a word, ! 
be bus cou:ratied [uch a deep Melancholy, that bis Death is thought 
by every one to be near, or at the leaft, the Lo/s of bis Sen- 


[ese 


The Gentleman here was filent ; and I not being able to for- 
bear weeping at fo tragical a Relation, Dox Fernand de Toledo, 
who had obferv'dit, and would not take notice of it, for fear of 
interrupting the Relation, rally’d me about my Tendernefs, tel- 
ling me how well he was pleas’d to find me fo compañionate, 

_and that I fhould not be long before I met with Objects fit to 
exercife it on. I did not fo much mind the returning an An- 
{wer to him, as the thanking this Gentleman, who was pleas’d 

to entertain me with the Recital of fo extraordinary an Adven- 
ture: I intreated him to make my Compliments to Don Leuis, 
and to give him from me two Piftoles, feeing he lived on Alms. 
Don Fernand, and each of the Cavaliers, gave as much: Here is, 
faid the Gentleman to us, wherewith to inrichthe Poor of Vittoria 5 
for Don Lewis appropriates not [uch great Charities as the[e to bim- 

Jef. We told him, he was the Mafter, and might difpofe of 

the Money as he pleafed. But to return to my Adventures. 


Although I had a Paffport from the King of Spain, the beft 
fpecified and moft general as is poflible ; yet 1 was oblig’d to 
take a Billet from the Toll-houfe ; for without this Precau- 
tion, all my Cloaths had been confifcated. To what purpo/e thew 
is my Paffport 2 faid I to them. To none at all, replied they. 
‘The Surveyors and Officers of the Cuftoms would not fo much 
as caft their Eyes on it : They told me, the King muft come 
and affure them, that this Order was from him. It is to na 
purpofe for any one to alledge his beinga Stranger, and igno- 
rant of the Ufages of the Country : For they drily anfwer, 
That the Stranger’s Ignorance makes the Spaniard’s Profit. ‘The ill 
Weather has kept me here two Days, during which I faw the 
Governefs, and the Has The principal Place of this Town 
is adorn’d with a very fair Fountain ftanding in the midft: It 
is incircled with the T'own-houfe, the Prifon, two Convents, 
and feveral well-built Houfes: Here is a new ‘Town and an old 
one ; every Body forfakes the latter to dwell in the other. 
Here are very rich Merchants; their chief ‘Trade is at Sr. Se- 
baftian,or Bilboa : They fend great ftore of Iron to Granada, Eftre- 
… madura, Galicia, and other Parts of the Kingdom. I obferv’d, 
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that the great Streets are fet with fine Trees, which are water- 
ed with Streams running by them. From Mount St. Adrian 
hither, it is feven Leagues. In fine, I am juif fetting out, and 
muft end this long Letter ; it is late, and I have fpoke to you 
{o much of what Ihave feen, that I have faid nothing of my 
Affections to you: Believe me, however, dear Coufin, that] 


am, and ever fhall be, 


From Vittoria, : Yours. 
- Feb, 24, 16-73, | | 


| TE Ped: BR UTE | 
M" Letters are fo long, that it is hard to believe when [ 
LYS finifh them, that have any thing more to tell you ; 
yet, my dear Coufin, I never clofe any, but there remains fill 
fufficient for another: Were Tonly to {peak to you of my 
Friendfhip, this would be an inexhauftible Subject; you may 
make fome Judgment of it from the Pleafure I find in obeying 
your Commands. You are defirous to know all the Particulars 
of my Voyage, I will therefore go on to relate them: = 
I fer out very late from Vifforia, by reafon of my Stay at the 
Governefs’s, whom I before mentioned ; and we went to lie at 
Miranda : ‘The Country is very pleafant as far as Auigny 5 we 
came afterwards by a difficult Way to the Banks of the River 
Urrola, whofe Noife is the greater, in that ’tis full of Rocks, 
on which the Water dafhes, beats up, and falls down, and 
forms feveral Cafcades in feveral Places. We continn’d to af- 
cend the high Mountains of the Pyrenees, where we ran a thou- 
find feveral Dangets : We faw the ancient Ruins of an old 
Caftle, where Ghofts and Spirits have their Apartments, as well 
as in that of Quebara 5 it is near Garga/on ; and being to ftop 
there to fhow my Paffport, becaufe here certain Cuftoms are 
paid to the King, I learnt from the Alcade of the Borough, 
who drew near my Litter to talk with me, that it isthe com- 
mon Report of the Country, That there were formerly a King 
and a Queen here, who had fo fine and beautiful a Woman to 
their Daughter, that fhe was rather taken for a Goddefs than 
a mortal Creature : She was call’d Mira ; and it is from her: 
_ Name came the Mira of the Spaniards, which is to fay, Look; 
you ; for as foon as ever fhe appear’d, all the People attentively ' 
beheld her, and cry’d out, Mra, Mira 3 and here’s the Etymo-: 
logy of a Word drawn far enough. ‘This Princefs has never been: 
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feen by anÿ Body who became not defperately in love with her ; 
but her Difdainfulnefs and Indifference made all her Lovers 
pine away: The famous Bafilisk never kill’d fo many People 

_ as the beautiful and dreadful Mira ; fhe thus depopulated her 

_ Father’s Kingdom, and all the Countries thereabouts were full 

, of the deceafed and dying Lovers. After they had in vain ad- 

__ drefs’d themfelves toher, they laftly applied themfelves to Hea- 
ven, to demand Vengeance on her Cruelty: The Gods at length 

grew angry, and the Goddeffes were not much behind them 
in the Exercife of this Paffion ; fo that to punifh her, the 
Scourges of Heaven finifh’d the DeftruCtion of her Father’s 
Kingdom. In this general Calamity he confulted the Oracle, 
which told him, Thar all thefe Miferies would not bave. an end, till 
_ Mira bad expiated the Mifchiefs which her Eyes bad done ; and that 
«foe muft be gone 3 that Deftiny would conduë} her to the Place where 
fae was to lofe her Repofe and Liberty. The Princefs obey’d, be- 
_lieving it impoffible for her to be touch’d with Tendernets : 
She carried only her Nurfe with her ; fhe was clad like a 
_ fimple Shepherdefs, left fhe fhould be taken notice of, whe- 
ther at Sea orLand. She ran overa great partef the World, 
committing every Day 2 or 3 dozen Murthers ; for her Beauty 
was not diminifh’d by the Fatigue of her Travels: She ar- 
riv'd at length near this old Caftle, which belong’d to a young 
Count call’d Nios, endowed with a thoufand Perfeétions, but 

_ extream proud and referv’d : He fpent his time in the Woods 5 

as foon as ever he perceiv’d a Woman, he fled from her, and 
of all things he faw in the World, fhe was his greateit Aver- 
fion. The beautiful Mira was refting herfelf one day under 

the Shade of fome Trees, when Nios paft by cloathed with a 
Lion’s Skin, a Bow at his Girdle, and a Mace on his Shoul- 
der; his Hair was all clotted together, and his Face befmeared 
like a Chimney-Sweeper’s, (this Circumftance is obfervable) 
yet the Princels thought him the moft handfome Man in the 
World : She ran after him as if fhe had been mad, and he 
-ran from her as if he had been in the fame Condition : She 
loft the fight of him ; fhe knew not where to find him: She 
is now in the greateft Sorrow, weeping Day and Night with 
her Nurfe. Nios return’d to the Chace ; fhe faw him again, 
and would have follow’d him : As foon as he perceiv’d her, 
he did as at firft, and Mira betook herfelf again to her La- 
mentations ; but her Paffion giving her new Strength, fhe 
 outran him, ftopt him, taking hold of his Locks, intreating 

_ him to look on her, thinking this was enough to engage him = 

He caft his Eyes on her with as much Indifference as if fhe 
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had been an ordinary Perfon. Never Woman was more fut-. 
priz'd ; fhe would not leave him ; ‘fhe came, maugre him, to: 
his Caftle; where, as foon as fhe had enter’d, he there left: 
her, and was no more feen. © The poor Mira being not to be: 
comforted, died with Grief; and from that time you ‘hear’ 
deep Sighs and Groans, which come from the Caftle of Nios. 
The young Wenches of the Country are ufed to go there, and 
carry her little Prefents of Fruits and Milk, which they fet down: 
at the Mouth of a Cave, where no Body dares enter : They) 
faid this was Comfort to her ; but this has been abolifh’d as: 
fuperftitious. And tho’ I beliew’d not a Word of ' whatever: 
was told me at Gargafon, in relation to Mira and Nos; yet I 
‘was pleas’d in the Recital of this Story, of which I omit a: 
thoufand Particulars, for fear of tiring you by itslength. My: 
Waiting-woman was fo affected with this Relation, that fhe: 
was for having us return back again, to fet at the Mouth of: 
the Cave fome red Partridges, which my People had bought =: 
She. imagined the Princefs’s Ghoft would be mightily: com. 
forted in receiving this Teftimony of our good Will; but for: 
my part, I thought I fhould be more content than her, in ha-. 
ving thofe Partridges for my Supper. We pafs’d the River of! 
Urrola on a great ftone Bridge ; and having went over anothet,, 
with Difficulty enough, by reafon of the melted Snow, we ar: 
rived at Miranda d’Ebro: This is à great Village, or a little: 
‘Town ; here ts a Place adorned with a Fountain ; the River: 
Ebro, whichis one of the moft confiderable of Spain, traverfes it. 
You fee on the Top of a Mountain the Caftle, with feverall 
Towers ; it appears to be of fome-Strength ; and there iflues: 
out fo great a Stream from a Rock on which it is built, that: 
at turns feveral Mills ; I could not obferve any thing elfe worth: 
WIIG LOO. woe 2 ES PES Beat ake | 
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mand a Gqno, or to cut higher, or to fhew that one may take 
fome other Advantage. In a word, they feem to be Statues 
of Pieces of German Clock-Work, never appearing tranfported 
with either good or bad Luck. Among other Difcourfe which 
1 had with Don Frederick de Cardonne, he told me, there were 
two obfervable things in Catalonia, one of which is a Moun- 
"tain of Salt, partly white as Snow, and the other part clearer and 
more tranfparent than Chryftal; that there is Blue, Green, 
Violet, Orange, and a thoufand different Colours, which yet 
lofes its Tinéture when wetted ; it continually forms it {elf, 
and grows there ; and tho’ commonly the places where Salt is 
to be found, are fo barren, that you fee not fo much as an Herb, 
yet there are here Pine-Trees of great heighth, and excellent 
Meyarés, ‘When the Sun darts its Rays onthis Mountain, it 
looks as if it wholly confifted of the moft precious Stones in 
the World ; but the beft of it is, that it yieldsa good Revenue. 

The other particular he mention’d to me, was of a Foun- 
tain, whofe Water is very good, and of the fame Colour as 
“Claret : [have never heard any thing of this, faid I to him 3 but 
one of my Relations, who has been inCatalonia, has affured me 
there is a Fountain near Balut, whofe Water is as others arefor 
Colour 3 and yet whatever you' put therein, appears io be Gold. E 
. have feen it, Madam, continued Don Frederick 3 and I remember 
a Man that ‘was very covetous, and more foolifh, went thither every 
day to put therein bis Silver, hoping in time'it would be changed into 
Gold : But he was fo far from enriching bimfelf, that be was ruin’d 5 
for fome Peafants, more fubtle and crafty than be, having perceiv'd 
avbat be did, flood watching a little lower, and the Stream of the 
Water would now and then bring [ome Pieces to them, If you re- 
turn into France by Catalonia, added he, you will fee this Foun- 
tain. It is not that which can draw me thither, reply'd I 5 but 
the defire of pafing by Montferat, would make me undertake a 
longer Journey. It is fituated, faid he, near Barcelona, and 
is a place of great Devotion : ‘It feems as if the Rock were fawed 
through the Middle. The Church ftands high, is {mall and obfcure. 
By the help of Fourfcore and ten Lamps of Silver, you perceive 
the Image of the Virgin, which looks very duskifh, and is beld 
for Meraculous. The Altar coft Philip the Second thirty thou- 
fand Crowns ; and here is every day feen Pilgrims from all Parts 
of theWorld: This Holy Place abounds with Hermitages, inhabited 
by Perfons of great Devotion : Thefe are commonly Men of 
good Birth, who bave not left the World till they have well 

ER ity’ and who appear much taken with the Sweets of their 
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Retirements, though the Place bedifmal ; and’rwouldhavebecn impofible 
to bave had Accefs to it, had not a Paflage been cut through the 
Rocks. Yet you find here feveral agreeable Objetts, a curious Prof- 
pet, various Springs, Gardens well drefs'd by thefe Religiofe’s 
own bands, and every where a certain Air of Solitude and De- 
wotion, which mightily effeët thofe who come there. We have 
another famous Place of Devotion, added he, and that is Nu- 
eftra Senora del Pilar: It is at Saragofla, in a Chapel, on a 
Pillar of Marble, where our Lady holds the Babe Sefus in ber 
Arms. \ It is pretended that the Virgin appeared on this fame Pillar ta 
St. James; and the Image is here worfhipped with great Reve- 
rence. It cannot be well obferved, becaufe it ftands fo high, and 
in a very dark place ; fo that without the Flambeaux, it could not 
be feen at all.. Here are always fifty Lamps burning ; Gold and 
_ brecious Stones fhine here on all fides; and the Pilgrims came here in 
great fooals. But yet, fays he, I may truly fay, in favour of Sa-- 
ragofla, that ’tis one of the fineft Towns you fhall fees it is fituated 
along the Ebre in a vaft Field, is adorned with great Buildings, 
rich Churches, a fiately Bride, fine open Palaces, and the moft 
charming Women in the World, who love French, and will omit: 
nothing to oblige you to [peak well of them, if you pafs by there.. 
1 told him, I had already heard feveral things fpoken of them. 
to their Commendation : But, continued I, this Country is very! 
barren, and the Soldiers can hardly fubfift in it. In effelt, re-. 
ply’d he, whether the Air be bad, or that they want NecefJaries, the: 
Flemmings azd Germans cannot live there 3 and if they do not: 
die there, "tis becaufethey run away. The Spaniards and Neapoli- 
tans are more prone than they to defert 5 thefe laft pafs’d thro’ France, 
to return into their Country ; the others coaft the Pyrenees along : 
Languedoc, and enter Caftile by Navarre, or Bifcay. This is: 
a Courfe which the old Soldiers fail not to fteer 5 for the new-rais'd ones: 
perifb in Catalonia, being not accuflomed thereto 3 and. it is | 
certain, there is no place where War is more troublefome to the: 
King of Spain: He maintains bis Forces here with great Charge, 
andthe Advantage which the Enemy gains of him, is not fmall 3; 
and I very well know, they are more fenfible at Madrid for the: 
fimalleft- Lofs in Catalonia, than they would be for the greateft' 
aw Flanders, or Milan, or elfewhere. But at prefent, con-. 
tinues he, we are going to be more at our Eafe than we have been, , 
at being expetted at Court, that the Peace will be lafting, becaufe: 
they talk much of a Marriage which will make a new Alliance 3, 
and the Marquefs de Los. Balbares, Plenipotentiary at Nime-. 
guen, has received Orders to pafs .fpeedily ‘to France, to de-. 
mand of that King Madamoifelle d’ Orleans; therefore se ot | 
en | Y A agubted! 
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doubted but the Marriage will be concluded : But it is thought very 
firange Don John of Auftria fhould confent to this Marriage. You 
will do me a fingular Pleafure, faid 1, interrupting him, if you 
would inform me of fome Particularities touching this Prince : It is 
natural to bave a Curiofity in relation :t0 Perfons of bis Cha- 
rattler ; and when a Body comes into a Court where one was never 
before, that I may not appear a Novice, I fhould have fome previous 
Notices. He anfwer’d me, it would be a great Satisfaction to 
him if he could relate any thing might pleafe me, and he 
began thus : fi CHAN cal | 

You will not, perbaps, Madam, think it amifs, that I begin at the 
Original of Things, and tell you, That tbisPrince was Son of one of 
the fineft Women in Spain, named Maria Calderonna : She was a 
Player 5 and the Duke de Medina de las Torres became de[perately 
in love with ber : This Cavalier had fo many Advantages above others, 
that Calderonna lov’d him no lefs than fhe was beloved by him. In 
the Heat of this Intrigue, Philip the Fourth faw her, and preferr’d 
her to one of the Queen’s Maids of Honour, who was fo grievd 
at this Change of the King, whom fhe really loved, and bad a Son 
by, that fhe retired from the World, and betook berfelf to Los del 
Calfas-Reales, where fhe put on the Religiofe’s Habit. As for Cal- 

deronna, her Inclination lying wholly ftowards the Duke de Me- 

dina, foe would not hearken to the King, ‘without the Duke would 
thereto confent : She fpake to bim of it, and offered to withdraw fe- 
cretly where be would ; but the Duke fearing to incur the King’s Dif- 
pleafure, anfwer'd her, He was refolv’d to yield up to bis Majefly a 
Treafure which be was not in a Capacity to contend for. She made 
him a thoufand Reproaches for this 3 foe call’d bim Traytor to bis 
Love, ingrateful towards his Miffrefs : And moreover, told him, that 
though he ws fo happy, as that be could di/pofe of bis Heart as be 
pleafed, yet foe could not do the fame 5 and therefore be muft conti~ 
nue to vifit her, or prepare to fee ber die with Defpair, The Duke, 
affetted with fo great a Paffon, promifed to feign a Journey to An- 
daloufia , and to remain with ber hid in a Clofet : He effettually 
parted from the Court, awd afterwards fhut bimfelf up (as it was 
agreed) whatever risk be ran by fo imprudent Condutt. The King, 
in the mean time, was very amorous, and remain’d very well fatisfy’d : 
She had, during this, Don John d’ Auftria, and the Refemblance be 
bad with the Duke de Medina de las Torres, bad made it be thought 
that be was bis Son 3 but though the King had other Children, and 
particularly the Bifoop of Malaga, good Fortune decided iw bis Fa- 
our, and be bas been only acknowledg’d. : : eee 

… Don John’s Friends fay, That ’rwas by reafon of the pegs 
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which had Leen made of the Son of Calderonna, for the Sou of Queen 
Elizabeth 5 and here’s bow they fer forth this Change, which is a 
Story made on purpofe to impofe on the World, and which I believe has 
no ground of Truth: They pretend, the King being defperately in 
love with this Player, fhe became big with Child at the fame Time as 
the Queen ; and feeing the King’s Paffion was fo greatly towards her, 
that foe might expeët any thing, fhe fo order'd it, that he made bim 
promife ber, That if the Queen bad a Son, and fhe likewife, be fhould 
put ber’s in his Place: What will you lofe by this, Sir? faid foes 
Will it not be your Son that will fill Reign, only with this 
difference, that loving me, as you fay you do, you will love 
him likewife the better. _ She had Wit, and the King could deny 
her nothing : He confented, and in effet the Bufinefs was managed with 
that Addrefs, that the Queen being brought to Bed of a Son, and 
Calderonna of another, the Exchange was made. He that fhould 


bave Reign’d, and who bore the Name of Beltazar, died at the Age of 


fourteen Years. The King was told, ’twas with over-hearing himfelf at 
“Tenis: But the Truth is, this Prince was fuffered to keep bad Compa- 


ny, which procured him bis Misfortunes. It is [aid likewife, That Don. 
Pedro de Arragon, bis Governour, and chief Gentleman of bis . 
Chamber, more contributed to this than any other, fuffering him to 
bring into bis Apartment a Woman he loved : After this be was taken 


with a violent Fever, and concealed the Occafion. The Phyficians, 
who were ignorant of it, thought to eafe him by frequent Bleedings, 
awhich put an end to what firength be had ; and by this Means they 
ended bis Life. The King knowing, but too late, what bad bappen’d, 
Lanifh’d Don Pedro for not hindering this Excefs, or for not having 
timely difcover'd it. | 

In the mean time Don John of Auftria, who was brought up 


as the Natural Son, changed not bis Condition, though this ought to 
bave been, bad he been indeed the Lawful Son ; yet notwith{tanding 


this, bis Creatures affirm, He fo exaétly refembles Queen Elizabeth, 


zhat foe needs no other Pifture of ber Likenefs. And this Opinion fails 
not of gaining belief with the People, whe run violently after Novel- 


tres, and who fo pajionately loved this great Queen, that they bewail 
ber fl as if foe was but now deceas’d. It is true, that if Don 
John of Auftria would make bis advantage of the favourable Dif- 
pofitions of the People, be bas met with feveral Opportunities of ex- 
tending bis Fortune very far 3 but bis only Aim is to ferve the King, 
and to keep bis Subjetts in thofe Sentiments of Fidelity they qught to 
have for bim. | | 

To return to Calderonna: The King furprized one Day the Duke 
de Medina with her; and in the excefs of his Rage, be is to 
*: » ~ pm 
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bim with bis Ponyardin bis Hand: He was about to kill him, when 
this Woman placed berfelf between, telling him, he might ftrike her 
if be would.» Having the moft extream Paffion for her, be could not 
but pardon bim, contenting bimfelf only with banifoing him: But un- 
derftanding fhe continued to love him, and write to him, be ftudied 
only bow to get a new Pafion. When be had one ftrong enough not to 
apprebend the Charms of Calderonna, he fent xord to ber to retire 
into a Monaftery, as is cuftomary when the King forfakes bis Miffrefs. 
‘She put it not off, writing a Letter to the Duke to bid bim Adieu = 
And fhe receiwd the Veil of a Religiofe fromthe Hand of the Apofte- 
lick Nuncio, who became fince Innocent X. It is very likely the 
King beliewed Don John was bis real Son, feeing he loved him fo 
dearly: One Thing will appear to you very fingular, whichis, that « 
King of Spain having natural Sons owned by bim, they never enter 4 
Madrid during bis Life. So Don John was brought up at Ocanna, 
-abich is fome Leagues diftant from it. The King bis Father came 
oft thither, and be made him come even to the Gates of the Town, 
where he went to meet him. This Cuftom arifes from the Grandees 
of Spain difputing the Rank which thefe Princes would bold. Don 
John, before be went into Catalonia, remained commonly at Buen 
Retiro, which is the Royal Seat at one of the fartbeft Parts of Ma- 
drid, a little without the Gate: And he fhew'd bimfelf fo little, 
that he was never [een at any Publick Feaft during the Life of the late 
King: but fince, Times bave changed, and bis Fortune ftands on a 
different bottom. | : 

_ Whilftthe Queen, Maria Anne of Auftria, Sifter to the Emperor, 
and the King’s Mother, govern’d Spain, and her Son was not yet 
of Age to hold the Reigns of the State; foe would bave always Don 
John keep from the Court ; and moreover, found herfelf fo capable 
of Governing, that foe bad a Mind to eafe ber Son for a long time of 
the Burden of Ruling. She was not troubled to fee bim ignorant of 
whatever might give a defire of Reigning: but though fhe took the 
greateft Precautions, to binder bim from feeling be was under too 
+ firil a Tutelage, and [uffering no Perfons to come near him, but thofe 
fre was well affured of; yet this binder’d not, but fome of the King’s 
Faithful Servants bazarded themfelves, by giving him to underftand 
what he might do for bis Liberty, He followed the Advice which was 
given him; and in fine, having taken Meafures accordingly, be ftele 
away one Night, and went to Buen Retiro. He as foon fent from 
- thence an Order to the Queen bis Mother, not ta ftir out of the Pa- 
_ dace. 
Don John is of a middle Stature, well fhaped, black and 
lively Eyes, and a moft manly Countenance, He is polite, gene- 
: Petes 
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yous, and very brave. He is ignorant of nothing befitting bis 
Birth, being well vers'd in all Arts and Sciences. He writes and 
fpeaks well five Languages, and underftands yet more. He has for 
a long time fiudied Judicial Aftrology. There is no Inftrument which 
be cannot make, and ufe with the beft Mafters. He works on all 
kinds of Mechanicks, makes Arms, and paints finely. He took a 
great Pleafure in the Mathematicks 3 but being charg’d with theGo- 
nernment of the State, be bas been oblig’d to lay afide all other Em- 
loyments. “ . 
He came to Buen Retiro in the beginning of the Year 1677, and 
as foon as he was there, be fent the Queen Mother to Toledo, be- 
caufe foe had declared againft him, and binder'd bis Return to the 
King. Don John bad an extream Joy in recerving from the King’s 
own Hand an Order to take care of every thing, and to manage the 
Affairs of the Kingdom. And. “twas not without occafion be dif- À 
charg’d bimfelf on him, feeing be then was ignorant of the Art of 
Reigning. It was alledg’d for a Reafon of bis flow Education, That 
tbe King bis Father was dying when he gave bim Life : That when he 
came into the World, they were fain to put bim in a Box of Cotton, 
being fo tender and fmall, that be could not be fwaddled: That be 
nvas brought up in the Arms, and on the Knees of the Ladies of the 
Palace, till be was Ten Years old, without putting his Foot once all 
this while on the Ground to walk: That in the fequel, the Queen his 
Mother, who was engag’d by all the Ties of natural Duty to preferve 
thisonly Heir of the Spanifh Branch, fearing to lofe him, dared not: 
let bim ftudy, left, by too great an Application, be fhould lofe bis Healthy, 
avbich, in truth, was very unfound. And “twas obferv'd, that the: 
great Number of Women, with whom the King always wa, and who 
‘too fharply reprebended bim for bis Faults which be committed, had! 
in|pir'’d lim with fuch a great Averfion to them, that as foon as ever 
be bad notice a Lady flay’d for bim in any place be was to pafs, be: 
ftole another way, or kept bimfelf fout up all day in bis Chamber. 
The Marchionefs de Los Veles, who was bis Governefs, told me, foe: 
avaited for an Opportunity full fix Months to fpeak with him; andl 
avben Chance had brought them unavoidably to him, he took their’ 
Requefts from their Hands, but turn’d bis Head another way, for 
fear be foould fee them. His Health is fince fo increas’d, that hiss 
Marriage with the Arch-Dutchefs, the Emperor's Daughter, having: 
been broke off by Don John, by reafon "twas the Queen-Mother’st 
Projet, be bus defired to marry Madamoifelle d’ Orleans. The: 
Gircumftances of the Peace which was lately concluded at Nime-- 
guen, made him caft bis Eyes towards this Princefs, with whofe: 
excellent Qualities, Madam, you are better acquainted than 1. 
det 
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it is hard to boliewe, that having Difpofitions fo far from Gallantry, be 
fhould become fo {uddenly and vehemently in Love with the Queens 
as be became only on the Rebear/al of her good Qualities, and ai the 
Sight of ber Pifture in Miniature, which was fhewed bim. He ne- 

wer lets it go out of bis Hand s be always bolds it to bis Heart ; he 
dialogues with it fo prettily, as aftonifhes all the Courtiers, for be 
peaks a Language be never poke : His Paffion for the Prince/s fur- 
nifoes bim with a thoufand Thoughts, which be dares not entruft any 
body with. He thinks nobody makes haft enough, and therefore fends 
frefb Couriers every day to carry bis Billets-doux, and brings back 
. News of her. 
When you come to Madrid, added he, you will hear, Madam, 
feveral Particulars, which bave without doubt happen’d fince I was there, 
and which will perbaps more fatisfy your Curiofity than what I have re- 
lated to you. Lam very much oblig’d to you, axfwer'd I, for 
your Civilities; but dome the Favour to oblige me farther, in 
giving me the true Character of the Spaniards: You know 
them, and I am perfwaded nothing has efcaped your Enquiries. 
You fpeaking to me without Paflion and Intereft, I may rec- 
kon myfelf fure of what you tell me. Why believe you, Madam, 
reply’d he, fnuling, that I fhall fpeak to you more fincerely thaw 
another ? There are Reafons which may render me fufpetted 3 they are — 
my Mafters, I muft manage them; and if I be not Politick enough 
to do it, the Vexation of being conftrain’d to obey them, would tempt 
me to entertain Notions on their Re[pe contrary te Truth, However 
it be, [aid I, interrupting him, pray tell me what you know of ’em. 
_ The Spaniards, {aid he, have always paft for Fierce and Glorious = 
This Glory is mix’d withGravity 3 and they carry it fo far, that one 
may call it an extravagant Pride: They are Brave, without being 
Rafb, yet they are accufed for not being daring enough. They are 
Cholerick, Revengeful, without foewing any Tranfport 3 Liberal with- 
out Oftentation, Sober in their Diet, very Prefumptueus in Profberity,. 
too Rampant in Adverfity. They Idolize Women, they are fo pre- 
poffe[s'd in their Favour, that they fhew no Difcretion in the Choice of 
their Wives: They are patient to Excefs, Obftinate, Idle, Singular, 
Philofopbizers. And as to the reft, Men of Honour, keeping their 
Words, tho? it coft them their Lives. ‘They bave a great deal of Wit 
and Vivacity, eafily comprebend, explain themfelves in the fame man- 
ner, and in few Words: They are Prudent, Jealous without meafure, 
Difinterefted, bad Occonomifts, Clofe, Superftitious, great Catholicks, at 
leaft in Appearance: They are good Poets, and write Verfes with great 
‘Facility. They would be capable of Nobler Sciences, would they 
“ vouch/afe to apply themfelves thereto. ° 


They 
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They have a Greatne/s of Soul, elevated Wit, Conftancy, a natural 
Serioufnefs, and a Refpett for Ladies, as is not feen elfewhere : 
They have a fet Behaviour, full of Affeftation, intoxicated with their 
own Merit; hardly ever in this Particular doing right to that of 
others. Their Bravery confifts in flanding valiantly in the defenfrve . 
Part, without giving ground, and without dreading Danger 5 but 
they love not to feck it, which proceeds from their great Judgment : 
They difcern Danger, and avoid it. Their greateft Defett, in my 
Ofinion, is the Pafion of Revenge, and the means they ufe for this : 
Their Maxims hereupon are abfolutely oppofite to Chriftianity and 
Honour. When they bare receiv’d an Affront, they make him be 
affafinated who bas offer’d it. They are not contented with this 5 for 
they caufe them to be affafinated likewife whom they bave offended, 
in the apprebenfion of being prevented 5 knowing well, that if they 
do not kill, they fhall be kill’d themfelves. They pretend to juftify 
themfelves herein, when they fay, that their Enemy having took the 


firft Advantage, they ought to fecure themfelves of the fecond 3 that 


feould they fall berein, they would wrong their Reputation ; that 
‘you mut not fight with a Man that bas infulted over yous but 
put yourfelf in a condition to punifh bim, without running half the 
Dangers. It is true, that Impunity authorizes this Conduft 5 for the 
Privilege of Churches and Convents in Spain, is to give can affured 
Retreat to Criminals 3 and as near as they can, they commit thefe 
Villainies hard by a Sanfuary, fo have the lefs way to an Altar 5 
which you fee oft embraced by a Villains with bis Ponyard reeking 
inbis Hand, and befmear’d with the Blood of the Murther which he 
has committed. 

As to their Perfons, they are very lean, little, fine Shape, comely 
Head, good Faces, fine Eyes, well-fet Teeth, yellow and duskifb Com- 
plexion : They will bave one walk flowly, commend big Legs, and a | 
little Foot, Shooes without Heels, parting the Hair on both fides, being 
ffrait-cut, and kept bebind their Ears 5 with a great two-handed : 
Hat, an Habit always black ; inftead of a Shirt, Taffaty-Sleeves, or 
black Tabby 3 a Sword of a flrange Length, with a black Frieze Cloak, 
over all this, very ffrait Breeches, hanging Sleeves, and a Ponyard. 
All this muft fo disfigure a Man, let him be otherwife never fo well’ 
foap’d, that they feem to aff a Garb the moft difagreeable 5 and 
ae Eyes cannot with any Complacency accuftom themfelves to this 

ight. : | 
_ Don Frederick would have continu’d on his Difcourfe, and 
1 had fo much pleafure in hearing him, that I would 
not have interrupted him ; but he broke off himfelf, 
having obferv’d that the Play was at an end ; and Con. 
| fidering 
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fidering that we were to fet out early next Morning, he 
thought I might be defirous of retiring ; he therefore, with 
the other Gentleman, bad me good Night. I rofe very 
foon next Morning, becaute’twasa great Journey toBirbie/ca, 
where we intended to lie. We followed the River, to avoid 
the Mountains, and pafs’d at Oron, a great River, which falls 
into the Ebre. We awhile after enter’dinto fo ftrait a Way, 
that our Litters could fcarce pafs. We afcended along a very 


. ftrait Coaft to Pancorvo, whofe Caftle I faw ftanding on a 


rais d Ground, not far diftant. We travers’d a great Plain 5 
and this was a Novelty to us, to fee an even Country. This 


here is furrounded with feveral Mountains, which feem link’d 
together as a Chain, and efpecially thofe of Oeca. We muft a- 


gain pafs over a little River, before we can come to Birbiefca : 


‘This is only a Borough, which has nothing remarkable but its 
College, and fome few pleafant Gardens along the Water. 
But I may fay, we came thither in worfe Weather than any 
wehad yet. I was fo tir’d, that as foon as I arriv’d, I went to 
Bed ; fo that I faw not Don Fernand de Toledo, and the other 
Gentlemen, till the next Day, at Cajtel de Peones. But I fhould 
tell you how one is ferv’d in thefe Inns, they being all alike : 
When you come into one of them, wearied and tired, roafted 
by the heat of the Sun, or frozen by the Snows (for there is 
feldom any ‘Temperament between thefe two Extreams) you 
fee neither Pot on the Fire, nor Plates wafh’d. You enter into 
the Stable, and from thence to your Chamber ; this Stable is 
ordinarily full of Mules and Muletteers, who make ufe of their 
Mules Saddles for Pillows in the Night, and in the Day-time, 


_ they ferve them for Tables. ‘They eat very friendly with their 


Mules, and are very good Company together. 

The Stair-Cafe by which you go up is very ftrait,; and does 
rather refemble a forry Ladder. La Sennora de la Cafa receives 
you with her Gown tuck’d up, and her dangling Sleeves ; fhe 
takes time to put on her Sunday-Cloaths, whilft you get out of 


+ your Litter; and fhe never omits this, for they are all very 


‘have only a Gup in the Houfe 3 and if the Mule-drivers get 


Poor and Vain-glorious. You arefhew’d a Chamber, whofeWalls 
are white enough, hung with a thoufand little {curvy Pictures 
of Saints: The Beds are without Curtains, the Covertures 
of Cotton, the Sheets are as large as Napkins, and the Nap- 
kins like Pocket-handkerchiefs ; and you muft be in fome 
confiderable Town to find four or five of them ; for in other 
places there are none,no more than there are Forks. ‘They 


firtt 
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ff hold of it, which commonly happens, if they pleafe, (for 


theyare ferv’dwith more Refpeët than thofe whom they bring) 
you muft flay patiently till they have done with it, or drink 
out of an Earthen Pitcher. It is impoflible to warm one at the 
Kitchin-fire, without being choak’d, for they have no Chim- 
neys, and ’tis the fame in all the Houfesupon the Road ; there 
is an Hole made in the top of the Cieling, and the Smoak goes 
out thence, the Fire is in the midft of the Kitchin: They put 
what you would have roafted on Tiles, and when ’tis well 


grill’d on one fide, they turn the other: When ’tis grofs Meat, 


they faften it to a String, and fo let it hang on the Fire, and 


turn it with their Hands, fothat the Smoak makes it fo black, 


that it would turn one’s Stomach to look on it. 

I think there cannot be a betterReprefentation of Hell than 
thefe fort of Kitchens, and the Perfons inthem ; for notto {peak 
of this horrible Smoak, which blinds and choaks one, there are 


a dozen of Men, and as many Womenblacker than Devils, nafty - 
and ftinking like Swine, and clad like Beggars. There are al- 


ways fome of them impudently grating on a forry Gittar, and 
finging like a Cat a roafting.T'he Women have all of ’em their 
Hair about their Ears,and you would take ’em for Bedlamites 5 
they have Glafs Necklaces, which hang twifted about their 
Necks, like Ropes of Onions, but however ferve to cover the 
Naftinefs of their Skin. They are as great’Thieves as any are 
in Jayl, and they are urgent to ferve you, only to have an op- 
portunity to fteal fomething of you, tho’ it be but a Pin. 
Before all things, the Miftrefs of the Houfe brings you her 
little Children, who are bare-headed in the midft of Winter, 
tho’ but of aDay old : She makes ’em touch your Cloaths, fhe 
rubs their Eyes with them, their Cheeks, Throat, and Hands. 
This feems as if one was become a Relique, and could heal all 


Difeafes. ‘Thefe Ceremonies over, you are ask’d, If you will : 


eat any thing ? And tho’ at Midnight, you muft fend to the 
Butchery, the Market, the Tavern, the Bakers ; in fine, to 
all parts of the Town, to gather wherewith to make a forry 
Meal; for tho’ the Mutton here be very tender, their way of fry- 
ing it with Oil, is not to every Body’s Relith. Here are great 
ftore of Partridges, and thofe very large ; they are not veryfat, 


but dry, and to make them drier, they roaft them to a Coal; 


the Pidgeons here are excellent, and in feveral Places here is 
. good Fish, SRE Beflugofles, which have the tafte of a 
‘Trout, and of which they make Pafties, which would be good, 
were they notftuff’d with Garlick, Saffron and Pepper. ‘Their 
Bread is white enough, and fweet, that one would think itwas 
made 
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made up with Sugar ; but it is iff wrought, and fo little bak’d, 
that itis as heavy as Lead inthe Stomach: It has the fhape of 
a flat Cake, and is not much thicker than one’s Finger. The 

ine is good, and Fruits in their Seafon, efpecially Grapes, 
which are very large, and of delicate Tafte. You may reckon 
yourfelf certain of a good Defart: You have Sallads here of 
fuch good Lettuce, as the World cannot afford better.. | 

Do not think (Dear Coufin) ’tis fufficient to fay; Go fetch 
fuch things, to have ’em ; for very often you can meet 
with nothing. But fuppofing you find what you would have, 
you muft give out your Money before-hand ; fo that your 
Meat is paid for before you begin to eat it : For the Mafter 
ofthe Inn is only allowed to lodge you. They alledge for 

a Reafon, That it is not juft, one Perfononly fhould go away 
with all the Profit from Travellers, it being better the Mo- 
ney fhould be difperfed. 

You enter not anyInn to dine, but carry your Provifion with 
you, and flop at the Bank of fome River, where the Mule- 
Drivers bate their Mules ; and this is with Oats or Barley, and 


~ withchop’d Straw,which they carry with them in great Sacks; 


for they give ’em no Hay. It is not allowed a Woman 
to tarry above two Days in an Inn on the Road, unlefs fhe can 
offer good Reafons. And here’s enough in relation to Inns, 
and the Manner of your Treatment therein. | 

After Supper, thefe Gentlemen play’d at Ombre, and I not 
being {trong enough to play againft them, I went fhares with 


Don Frederic de Cardonne ; and Don Fernand drew near the Fire- 


fide to me: He told me, he could have wifh’d my time would 
permit me to pafs by Valladolid; that it is the moft pleafant 
‘Town of Old Caftile, it having been for a great while the Man- 
fion of the Kingsof Spain ; and that they have a Palace there — 
fit for them ; that he had Relations there who would 
be infinitely pleafed to entertain me ; and would fhew me the 
Dominicans Church, which the Dukes of Lerma have founded 5 


that it was very Stately, and the Portal of fingular Beauty, by 


means of the Figures and emboffed Work, which enrich it 2 
That in the College of the fame Convent,the French fee there, 
with great Satisfaétion, all the Walls full of Flower-de-lucesy 
it being faid, à Bifhop, who depended on the King of Frances 


| had been at the Charge of Painting them. He added, they 


fi Se 


_ would have carried me to the Religiofes of St. Claire, to fhew 
_ me the Choir of their Church, the 'I'omb of a Cajtilian Knight, 
_ whence, ’tis faid, iffues out Accents and Groans, every time 
any of his Family are near their Deaths. I fmil’d at this, 
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as being doubtful of the Truth of fuchkind of Relations : ‘ You 
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give not Credit to what I fay, continu’ d he, neither would L 
engage for the Truth of it, tho’ all the Country thereabouts 
are fo fully perfwaded of it, that you would be fufpetted for 
an Heretick, fhould you queftion it. But it is certain there is 


a Bell in Arragon, in afmall Town, call’d Villilla, on the Ebre,. 


which is about 50 foot compafs, and it happens fometimes 
to found of it felf, it being not perceivable to be agitated by 
any Wounds or Earthquakes; in a word, by no vifible thing. 
It fir tolls, and atterwards, by intervals, rings out, as 
well in the Day as the Night: When it is heard, it 1s not 
doubted but it denounces fome fad Accident; which is 
what happen’d in 1601, on Thur/day the 13th of Fume, till Sa- 
turday the 15th of the fame Month ; it ceafed then to ring, 
but it began again on Corpus Chrifti, when they were on the 
point of making the Proceffion. It was heard likewife when 


Alpbontus the Fifth, King of Arragon, went into Italy, to takes 


Poffeftion of the Kingdom of Naples. It was heard at the 
Death of Charles the Fifth. It denoted the Departure of Don 
Sebaftian, King of Portugal, for Africk. The Extremity of King 
Philip the Second, and the Deceafe of his laft Wite Queen 
Anne. You would have me to believe you, Don Fernand, {aid 
I; perhaps, I fhall feem too obftinate in ftanding out all this 
while; but you will agree there are Matters one may law- 
fully doubt of. Nay, Madam, reply’d be, with a pleafant Air, X 
tell you nothing but what I can have a thoufand Witneffes 
to juftify ; but perhaps you will fooner believe Don Eftevede 
Carvaial, ina thing as Extraordinary in his Country. He at 
the fame time call’d to him, demanding of him, ‘ Whether 
‘were not true, that there is in the Convent of Cardoua a 


Clock which fails not to ring every time a Religio/us is to 


die ; fo that the Time is known to a Day ? Don Efteve con- 
firmed. what Don Fernand {aid ; annd tho’ I remain’d not ab- 
folutely convinc’d, yet I made a fhew as if I was. - 

€ You pafs fo quickly through Old Caftile, continu’d Dow Fer- 
nand, that you will not have time to fee what’s moft remar- 
kable : The Piture of the Bleffed Virgin is talk’d of far and 


near, which was found miraculoufly flamp’d on a Rock ; it 


belongs to the Religious Anguftines de Avila, and feveral Per- \ 


fons go there out of Devotion; but one has no lefs Curiofity 
to fee certain Mines of Salt, which are near there ina Village 
call’d Menzraville ; you defcend above two hundred Steps un- 
der-ground, and then enter into a vaft Cavern, form’d by 
Nature, whofe Top, or Roof, is upheld by one only aon of 
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Chryftalline Salt, of aftonifhing Largenefs and Colour, Near 
this place,in the ‘Town of Soria, you fee a great Bridge with- 


out a River, and a great River without a Bridge, the River ~ 


being forc’d out of its place by an Earthquake. 

< But if you go as far as Medina del Campo, added he, I am 
fure the Inhabitants will give you welcome Entrance, only 
becaufe you are of the French Nation, whom they much affect, 
to diftinguifh themfelves hereby from their Sentiments of the 
other Caftilians: Their Town isfo priviledg’d, that the King 
of Spain has not the Power to create any Officers, nor the 
Pope to confer Benefices. This Right belongs to the ‘Towni- 
men, and they often fall together by the Ears, in chufing of 
their Magiftrates and Ecclefiafticks. 

* One of the Raritiesof this Country is the <quaduf of Sego- 
via, which is five Leagues in length ; it has above two hun- 
dred Arches of extraordinary heighth, tho’ in feveral places 
there are two ftanding, one on another; and ’tis all built on 
Free Stone, there having been no Mortar, nor any Cement to 
joyn them: This is look’d on as one of the Roman Works, 


ot at leaft, as worthy to be fo. The River, whichisat the end 


of the Town, furrounds the Caftle, and ferves it for a Ditch 5 
it is built on a Rock. Among feveral things remarkable, you 
fee the Efigiesof the Kings of Spain, who have Reign’d 
for feveral Years. And there is no ‘Town but Segowa and Se- 
ville, where Money is coin’d ; and the Pieces of Eight, which 
are made at the former Places, are held to be the beft; and 


thisis by means of the River, which turn certain Mills that 


ftamp the Money. Here are likewife moft curious Walks a- 
long a Meadow planted with Elm-Trees, whofe Leaves are 
fo thick and large, that the greateft Heatof the Sun cannot 
pierce em. I want not Curiofity, faid Ito him, for all things 
that deferve it; but I at prefent want time to fee them. 
However, I fhould be very glad to arrive timely at Burgos, 
to view the Town. Which is to fay, Madam, reply’d Dox 
Fernand, we muft lofe your Company, and let you retire. 

He gave notice thereof to the other Gentlemen, who gave 


over their Play, and we thus feparated. 


Trofe this Morning before Day ; and I end this Letter at 


Burgos, where [am now arriv’d. Thus, Dear Coufin, I fhall fend 
you nothing of this Day, but fhall take the firft Occafion to 


- acquaint you with what befals me, 7 


From 'B urgos, * Yours, 
Leb. 27. 1673. 
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Wt could fenfibly perceive in arriving at Burgos, that this 
‘Town is colder than any of thofe we pafs’d;and ’tis like- 
wifefaid, you have none of thofe exceflive Heats, which are 
intolerable in other Parts of Spain. The Town ftands where 
you defcend the Mountain, and reaches to the Plain as far as 
the River, which wafhes the foot of the Wall, The Streets 
are very {trait and even; the Caftle is not great, but very 
ftrong, and is feen on the top of the Mountain: A little lower 
is the triumphant Arch of Fernando Gon/ales, which the Curious 
fo much admire. This Town was the firft that was conquer’d 
from the Moors ; and the Kings of Spain have long refided 
here ; ’tis the Capital of Old Caftile, it holds the firft Rank in 
the two States of the two Cafhiles ; altho’ Toledo difputes it 
with her. You fee here fine Buildings, and Velafco’s Palace is 
very ftately. Here are in all the broad Streets and fpacious 
Places, Fountains, with Statues, fome of which are good Pieces 5 
but the fineft Sight is the Cathedral, which is fo large, that 
Mafs is faid in five feveral Places of it, without any Diftur- 
bancetoeach other. The ArchiteCture is fo exquifitely wrought, 
that it may pafs among the Gorbick Buildings for a Mafter- 
piece of Art: And this is fo much the more remarkable, in 
that they built very forrily in Spain. In fome Places, this 


is fo through Poverty, and in others for want of Stone and 


Lime. [ amtold that, even at Madrid, you fee Houfes of Earth, 
and the fineft are made with Brick, cemented with the fame, 
for want of Lime, To pafs from the Town to the Suburbs of 
Bega, you go over three Stone Bridges, The Gate which an- 
{wers that of Santa Maria, ftands high, with the Image of the 


Virgin upon it. This Suburb contains the greateft part of the _ 


Convents and Hofpitals. There is a great one founded by 
Philip the Second, to receive the Pilgrims which goto St. James, 
and which entertains them for a Day. The Abbey of Mille Flores, 
whofe Building is very ftately, is not far diftant. You fee here 
in this Suburb feveral Gardens, which are water’d with 
Fountains and pleafant Springs ; the River ferves for a Chan- 
nel: And you find in a great Park, inclofed with Walls, plea- 
fant Walks at all times of the Year, °° | 
__ {would have feen the Crucifix in the Æuguflines Convent 3 
it is placed in a Chapel of the Cloyfter, large and dark enough, 
fo that you could hardly difcern it, were it not for the Pays. 
, whic 
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which are continuallyburning,theyare above an hundred; fome 

are of Gold, and others of Silver, of fo extraordinary a fize, 
that they cover all the Vault of this Chapel: There are fixty 

filver Candlefticks of a Length, exceeding the talleft Man, and 
fo heavy that two Men cannot litt them: ‘They ftand on the 

_ Ground on both Sides of the Altar; thofe which are upon it are 

_ of Maffy Gold: You fee between them two Croffes of the 
fame, fet out with precious Stones, and Crowns hanging over 

‘the Altar, adorn’d with Pearlsand Diamonds of great Luftre : 
The Chapel is hung with Tapeftry, wrought with Gold: It is 

- fo laden with rich Gifts, that there’s hardly room to put them 

in, fo that part of them are kept in the ‘Treafury. we 

‘The Holy Crucifix ftands on the Altar, near the natural Big- 
~ nefs ; itis covered with three Curtains one on another, all em- 
broidered with Pearls and Diamionds : When they open them, 
which is not done without great Ceremony, and for Perfons of 

Quality ; feveral Bells are rung, every one falls on his Knees : 
And it muft be granted, that this Place and Sight firikes one 
with an awful Regard : The Crucifix is of carv’d Work, and 
cannot he better made ; its Carnation is very natural ; it is co- 
vered from the Breafts to the Feet with a fine Linen, in fe- 
veral Folds or Plaits, which makes it look like a loofe Jerkin, 
‘which in my Opinion is not over-agreeable. 

It is commonly held, that Nicodemus made it ; but thofe who 
are for making every thing miraculous, will have it brought 
down from Heaven, they know not how nor when. I was told, 
certain Monks of this Town had once ftole it, and convey’d it 
away : But it took a convenient time to give them the flip, and 

was found the next Morning in the Chapel in its ufual Place : 

Thefe honeft People being enraged that it fhould ferve them 
fuch a trick, muftered up their Forces, and violently laid Hands | 
on’t, the fecond time, but io as little purpofe ; for twould by : 
no means ftay with them : However, it works Miracles, and is 
one of the chief Objects of Devotion in Spain : The Religious 
tell you, it fweats every Friday. 

was going into my Inn, when we faw the Sieur de Cardon- 

ne’s Valet de Chambre running as faft as he could after us: He _ 
was booted, and three Friars fcouring after him : I was over- 
rafh in my Judgment ; for I could not but think he had ftole 

fomething in this rich Chapel, and was taken in the Faét 5 
but his Mafter, who was with me, having demanded of him, 
What put him on fuch fullSpeed? He an{fwer’d, He went into 
the Chapel of the Holy Crucifix with his Spurs on, and the 


_ Friars had kept him in Cuftody to get Money of him; Hs 
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that he was gotten out of their Clutches, but they were now 
upon the hunt for him, They make it a Forfeit as well as 
others, for a Man to go with Spurs into thefe Holy Places. 
~The Town is not very great ; it is adorned with a {pacious 
Place ; here are high Pillars which bear up very fine Lodgings. 
‘TheBull-Feafts are kept here, for thePeople are much delight- 
ed with this fort of Divertifement. There is alfo a yery well- 
built Bridge, long and large : The River, which paffes under it, 
‘baths a Meadow, on the Bank of which you fee Allies of Trees, 


which form a moft delicious Walk. Trade was heretofore con- — 


fiderable, but it is of late much diminifh’d. The beft Caftilian 
is here fpoken ; and the Men are naturally Soldiers ; fo that 
when the King has need of them, he finds here great Num- 
bers, and better Men than elfewhere. 

- After Supper our Company fet to Play, as heretofore : Dox 
Sancho Sanniento was for yielding his Place to any one, pretend- 
ing twas his Right to entertain me this Evening. I knew he 
had lately return’d from Sicily: T ask’d him, Whether he had 
been one of thofe who had help’d to chaftife thofe rebellious 
People ? Alas, Madam, faid be, the Marquefs de Los Navas 
was{uficient to punifh them beyond what their Crime deferv’d : 
I was at Naples, in the defign to pafs into Flanders, where I 
have Relations of the fame Names, The Marquefs de Los Veles, 
Vice-Roy of Naples, engaged me to leave my firft Project, and 
embark myfelf with the Marquefs de Los Navas, whom the 
King, fent into Sicily: We fet fail in two Veflels of Majorca, 


‘and arrived at Mefina the fixth of January. Having fent no 


notice of his coming, and no Body expecting it, he was not 
receiv'd with the Honours paid commonly to the Vice-Roys : 
But in truth, his Intentions were fo cruel againft thefe poor 


¥ People, that his Entrance fhould have been made in Tears. : 


_ Scarcely was he arriv’d, but he clap’d up the two Sheriffs in 
Prifon, named Vicenzo Zuffo, and Don Diego. He put Spaniards 


in their Places ; he rigoroufly abolifh’d the College of Knights _ 


of the Star, and began to execute the Orders which Gonzaga 
had long receiv’d, and which he had eluded thro’ Favour ot 
Weaknefs. He immediately publifh’d an Order, by which the 
King chang’d all the Form of Government of Mefina, depriv’d 
the Town of its Revenues, forbad its bearing for the pete 
the glorious Title of Exemplary, diffolv’d the Senate, and put 
into the Place of fix Sheriffs fix Officers ; two of which fhould 


_ be Spaniards, that thefe Officers fhould not for the future appear 


in publick with their Formalities, that they fhould no more 


in 


¥ 
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in a Coach with four Horfes, as they were wont; that they 
fhould fit henceforward on a plain Bench; fhould have no more 
Incenfe offered them in the Churches ; go cloath’d after the 
Spanifo Fafhion; fhould affemble on publick Affairs ina Cham- 
ber of the Vice-Roy’s Palace ; and have no longer any Jurif- 
diction on the Champion Country. _ | 

Every one was feiz’d with fuch Confternation, as if he had 
been Thunder-ftruck ; but their Sorrow was much increafed 
on the fifch of the fame Month, when the Camp-Mafter-Gene- 
ral went to the T'own-houfe, and feiz’d all their Charters, and 
original Copies of their Privileges, and made them be burnt . 
publickly by the Hands of the common Hangman. The Prince’ 
de Condro was afterwards apprehended, to the great Grief of 
his Fanuly, but particularly the Princefs Eleanora, his Sifter, 
whofe Tears were not fhed alone. This Princefs is not above 
eighteën ; her Beauty and Wit are miraculous, which aftonifh’d 
thofe about her. Don Sancho’s Eyes grew red at the Remem- 
-brance of this Princefs ; and I plainly perceiv’d Pity had not 
all the fhare in what he faid ; yet he continued on his Difcourfe 
to me of Meffina. : 

The Vice-Roy, added he, publifh’d an Order, by which all 
the Citizens were enjoyn’d, under penalty of ten Years Impri- 
fonment, and five thoufand Crowns Fine, to.bring their Arms 
into his Palace. He at the fame time caus’d the great Bell 
in the Town-houfe to be taken down, and beaten to pieces 
in their fight: He order’d all the Bells in the Cathedral to be 
melted, to make a Statue of the King of Spain. And the Prince 
of Condro’s Children were taken into Cuftody : But their Fear 
increafed, when the Vice-Roy ordered D. . Zuffo’s Head to 
be cut off. ThisExample of Severity alarm’d all the People 5 
and what appear’d moft terrible, was, That in the late Trou- * 
bles fome Families of Mefinois having withdrawn themfelves 
into feveral Parts, the Marquefs de Liche, the Spanifh Embafla- 
dor at Rome, advifed them, as a Friend, to return into their 
own Country; affuring them all was quiet, and that a general 
Pardon was already publifh’d; and, for their greater Affurance, 
gave them Pafs-ports. T'hefe poor People (who had not taken 
up Arms, and being not of the number of the Revolters, know- 
ing their Innocency, could never have imagin’d they fhould 
have been treated as Criminals ) return’d to Mefina; where 
_ they had fcarcely landed, but the Joy they had of feeing them- 
 felves in their Native Country, and in the midft of their 
Friends, was fadly difturb’d, when they were feized on; and 
_ the next Morning, without any Quarter, or regard to Sex of 
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Age, by the Vice-Roy’s Order, all hang’d. He afterwards fent 
to demolifh the great Tower of Palermo ; and the principal Ci- 
tizens of it, remonitrating againft the exceflive Impofitions on 
Corn, Silks and other Commodities, the Marquefs de Los Navas 
fent them all to the Gallies, without being moved by the Tears 
of their Wives, and the Need fo many poor Children might 
have of their Fathers. | 

I muft acknowledge, continued Dow Sancko, that my Nature 
is fo averfe to the Rigours every Day exercis’d on thefe poor 
Poople, that I could not for all the World remain any longer 
at Mefina. The Marquefs de Los Navas was for fending to Ma- 
drid, to inform the King of what he had done. I intreated 
him to charge me with this Commiffion; to which he 
confented, and gave me hisLetters, which I have delivered to 
the King at Madrid; and at the fame time my Intetceflions 
for the Prince de Condro: And I prefume my good Offices will 
not be wholly ufelefs to him. Iam perfwaded, faid I to bim, 
this was the principal Motive of your Journey : Iam no pry- 
ing Body, but methinks you are greatly concerned for the In- 
tereft of this Family. It’s true, Madam, continued be, the In- 
juttice done this unfortunate Prince does fenfibly affect me : 
Were he not Brother to the Princefs Eleanora, [aid I to him, 
perhaps you would not much lay it to Heart. But no more of 
this ; I perceive this Remembrance affiéts you. Pray let 
me rather hear from you what is moft remarkable in your 
Country. Ah! Madam, cried be, you infult over me, for you 
muft needs know, that Galicia is fo poor and mean a Country, 
that there’s no place for bragging ; not but that the Town of 
St. James de Compoftellais confiderable enough : It is the Capi- 
tal of the Province, and fcarce one in Spain that’s fuperiour to 
itin Richesand Greatnefs: Its Archbifhoprick is worth Seventy 
thoufand Crowns a Year, and the Chapter has as much. It 
flands in an agreeable Plain, furrounded with little Hills of | 
moderate heighth: And it feems as if Nature had placed them | 
there to defend the Town from thofe deadly Blafts which arife 
fromm other Mountains. Here is a Univerfity, fine Palaces, 
ftately Churches, publick Places, atid an Hofpital, one of the 
moft confiderable, and beft ferv’d in Europe, It confifts of 
two Courts of extraordinary Greatnefs, with Fountains in the 
midft : Several Knights of St. James live in this Town, and 
the Metropolis, which is dedicated to this Saint, keeps his Bo- 
dy: It 1s extream flately, and prodigioufly rich : It is pre- 
tended you hear a kind of Clattering at his Tomb, as if Arms 
were {truck one againft another; And this Noife is only apa 

when 
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when the Spaniards are to undergo any great Lofs. His Figure 
is reprefented on the Altar, and the Pilgrims thrice kifs it, 
and put their Hats on his Head ; for this is the chief Part of 
_ the Ceremony : Theyhave allo another very fingularone : They 
_afcend the Top of the Church, which is covered with great flat 
Stones. In this Place ftands a Crofs of Iron, whereon the Pil- 
grims ever faften fome Rag, or Scrap of what they wear: They 
pafs under this Crofs by fo ftrait a Paffage, that they are forced 
to crawl on their Bellies through it: And thofe who are not 
flender, are in danger of being burfted. And there have been 
_fome fo ridiculous and fuperftitious, that having omitted to do 
this, they have exprefly return’d back again three or four hun- 
dred Leagues, for you fee here Pilgrims of all Nations. Here — 
is a French Chapel, of which great Care is taken: It is faid, 
the Kings of France have been always great Benefaétors to it. 
The Church, which is under Ground,is better than that above; 
there are ftately Tombs, and Epitaphs of great Antiquity , 
which exercife the Wits of Travellers. ‘The Archiepifcopal 
Palace is a vait Pile; and its Antiquity adds to its Beauty, 1n- 
ftead of diminifhing it, A Man of my Acquaintance, a great 
Searcher into Etymologies, affured me, the Town of Compo- 
fiella was fo called, becaufe St. James was to fuffer Martyr- 
dom in the Place where he fhould fee a Star appear at Compo- 
fella, It is true, continued be, that fome People pretend it 
tobethus: But the People’s Credulity and Superftition car- 
riesthemfurther; for you are fhew’d at Padron near Compoftella, 
an hollow Stone, and it is pretended this was the little Boat 
in which St. James arriv'd, after he had pafs’d fo many Seas in 
it ; which being of Stone, muft have, without a fignal Mira- 
cle, funk to the Bottom. I fuppofe, {aid Ito bim, you believe 
this to be moft true. He fmiled, and continued his Difcourfe : 
I cannot but give you the Defcription of our Militia: They are 
called together every Year in the Month of Ofober; and all 

the young Men, from the Age of fifteen, are oblig’d to march 3 
for fhould it happen that a Father, orany other Relation fhould _ 
conceal his Son or Kinfinan, and thofe who are Officers fhould 
come to know it, they would condemn him who has fo of- 
fended to perpetual Imprifonment. ‘There have been fome 
Examples of this, but they are rare; for the Peafants are fo 
infinitely pleas’d to fee themfelves arm’d, and treated as Ca- 
valieros & de Nobles Saldados del Roy, that they would not for 
any Confideration be wanting to fhew themfelves on this Oc- 
cafon. You fhall feldom fee in an whole Regiment any Sol- 
dier that has more Shirts than that on his Back, and the sla 
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they wear feems by its Coarfenefs to be made of Pack-thread 5 
theirShoesare made of Cord ; they wear no Stockings, yet every 
Man has his Peacock, or Dunghil-cock’s Feather in his Cap, 
which is tied up behind, with a Rag about his Neck, in form of 
aRuf ; their Sword oftentimes hangs by their Side tied with 
abit of Cord, and frequently without a Scabbard; the reft of 
their Arms is feldom in better order : And in this Equipage 
they march gravely to Tuy, where is the general Rendezvous, 
it being aFrontier Place to Portugal. ‘There are three, which 
lie thus, the above-mentioned Cuidad-Rodrigo, and Badajos ; 
but Tuy is the beft guarded, becaufe it is over-againft Valencia, 
a confiderable Town belonging to the King of Portugal, and 
which has been carefully fortify’d : Thefe two Towns are fo 
near, that their Cannon will reach each other ; and if the Por- 
tuguere have omitted nothing to put Valencia out of danger of 


being infulted over, the Spaxiards pretend Twy is in as good a 


Condition to defend itfelf : It ftands on a Hill, whofe lower. 
Part is wafh’d by the River Mizhio ; it has good Ramparts, 
ftrong Walls, and good Store of Artillery. It is here, I fay, 
where thefe our Champions bid Defiance to the King’s Ene- 
mies, and in a ftrutting Bravery declare, they do not fear 
them. Perhaps fomething of this may happen in time, for 


here are form’d fome Troops as in any other Part of Spain, 


However, this is a gteat Lofs to the Kingdom, the whole Youth 
being thus taken up ; for the Lands, for the moft part, lye un- 
til’d ; and on the fide of St. James de Compoftella,: you would 
think you faw a Wildernefs ; on that of the Ocean, the Coun- 
try being better and more peopled, yields great Profit, and all 
‘Things neceflary and convenient, as Oranges, Lemmons and 
Pomegranates, on forts of Fruits, and excellent Fith, efpe- 
cially Pilchards, more delicate than thofe which come from 
Rohan to Bourdeaux. | ‘y 
One of the moft remarkable Things, in my Mind, in this 


Kingdom, is the Town of Doinfe ; one part of which always | 
enjoys the Sweetnefs of the S ping and the Fruits of Autumn, — 


by reafon of feveral Springs of boiling Water, which warm the 
Ai by their Exhalations ; whilft the other Part of this fame 
Town luffers the Rigours of the longeft Winters, ftanding as it 
does at the Foot of a very cold Mountain; fo that you find 
in the Space of one only Seafon, all thofe which compofe the 
Courfe of the Year. | - 

You fay nothing, replied I to bim, of the marvellous Foun- 
tain call’d Louzano. Who have told you of it, Madam? 4#- 
fiver’ be. Perfons that have feen it, added I, You have ve 
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then told, continued be, that on the top of the Mountain of Cer- 
bret, you find this Fountain at the Source of the River Lours, 
which has Flux and Reflux as the Sea, though it be at twenty 
Leagues diftance from it 3 that the greater the Heats are, 
the more Water it cafts; that this Water is fometimes cold as 
Ice, and fometimes as hot as if it boil’d, there being no Na- 
tural Caufe to be given for it. You learn me Particulars I 
was ignorant of, faid Itohim ; and this is doing me a great 
Pleafure, for 1 want not for Curiofity in relation to things un- 
common. I wifh, reply’d be, “twas not fo late, I would give 
you an account of feveral Rarities in Spaiz, and which perhaps 
you would gladly learn. I leave you for to-night, faid Ito bims 
but I hope before we come to Madrid, we fhall have an op- 
portunity of difcourfing ofthem. He very civilly made me 
‘aPromife ; and the Play being ended, we bad one another 
good Night. | 
- When I would go to reft, I was led into a Gallery full of 
Beds, as you fee in Hofpitals. I faid, this was ridiculous, and 
that needing only four, What occafion was there for fhewing 
me forty, and to put me into fuch an open Place to ftarve me ? 
1 was anfwer’d, this was the beft Place in the Houfe, and E 
mutt take up with it. I caus’d my Bed to be made, when fcarce 
was I laid down, but fome body knock’d foftly at my Door 5 
my Women open’d it, and remain’d much furpriz,d to fee the 
Mafter and Miftrefs, follow’d by a dozen of forry Creatures, 
and focloath’d, that they were half naked. I drew my Curtain 
at the Noife they made, and open’d more my Eyes at the 
Sight of this Noble Company. ‘The Miftrefs drew near to 
me, and told me, thefe were honeft Travellers, who were 
coming into the Beds which remain’d empty. How, lie bere À 
faid I, [believe you have loft your Senfes. 1 fhould have loft them 
indeed, reply’d fhe, fhould I let fo many Beds ftand empty. Either, 
Madam, you muft pay for them, or thefe boneft Gentlemen muft lie in 
them. cannot exprefs my Rage to you. I wasin the mind 
to fend for Don Fernand and my Knights, who would have 
_fooner made them pafs through the Windows, than through 
the Doors: But I confidered this could not be done with- 
out fome Difturbance, and therefore I came to Terms, and 
agreed to pay 20d. for each Bed. They are hardly dearer at 
 Fourtainbleau when the Court is there. ‘Thefe illuftrious Dons, 
or, to {peak better, Tatterdemallions, who had the Infolence to 
come into my Room, immediately withdrew, having made 
me feveral profound Reverences. 

… The next Morning I thought to have burft with rangle, 
74 tho’ 
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tho’ it was at my Coft, when I difcovered mine Hoftels’s Trick 
toruinme: For you muft know, in the firft place, that thefe 

pretended Travellers were their Neighbours, and that they are 
accuftomed to this Stratagem, when they fee Strangers: But 
when I would have reckoned the Beds to pay for them, they 
were rowl’d all of them into the midit of the Gallery ; there 
were divers wretched Troughs of Straw pull’d out, which were 
hardly good enough to entertain Dogs, yet I muft pay for each 
20 d. Four Piftoles ended our Difpute. I was not able ro put 

myfelf in a Paffion, fuch Singularity did I find in this Ma- 
nagement. I would not recount this little Accident to you, did 
it not ferve to give you fome infight into the Humour of this: 
Nation. : 

We fet out from Burgos very late ; the Weather was fo bad, 
and there had fall’n in the Night fuch great quantity of Rain, , 
that I tarry’d there as long as [ could, in expectation of its cea-. 
fing. In fine, I came to a Refolution, and afcended my Litter. 
1 had not gotten far from the Town, but I repented of my lea-. 
vingit ; no Track cou’d be feen, efpecially on a very high fteep 
Mountain, over which we muft neceffarily pafs. One of our: 
Mule-drivers, who went before, ftruck too far on the Edge of! 
this Mountain, fo that he fell with his Mule into a kind or Pre-- 
cipice, where he broke his Head, and put his Arm out of Joint :: 
This being the famous Philip de St. Sebaftian, the moft intelli- 
gent of his Profeffion, and who commonly carries Perfons off 
Quality to Madrid ; he was therefore much bemoaned, and we: 
remain’d a great while before we could hale him out from the: 
{curvy Place where he had fall'n. Dow Fernand was fo compaf-- 
fionate as to let him have his Litter. The Night came fpeedily; 
on us, and we could have comforted ourfelves, could we have: 
return’d to Burgos 5 but it was impoffible, the Ways were no} 
lefs cover’d with Snow on that Side, than all the reft ; fo thatt 
we put in at Madrigalefco, which has not above a dozen Hou-- 
fes ; and I may fay, we were befieg’d without having any Ene-- 
mies. This Adventure gave us fome Difturbance, tho’ we had! 
brought Provifions with us for feveral Days. ‘The beft Houfe: 
of the Town was half uncovered; and I was fcarce lodgedl 
there, when a venerable old Man ask’d for me on the part off 
a Lady who was juft arriv’d : He made me a Compliment, andi 
told me, He was inform’d this was the only Place where there: 
was any tolerable Entertainment ; and therefore intreated me? 
to {pare her fome room. He added, She was a Perfon of Qua-- 
lity of Andaloufia, was lately a Widow, and that he had thes 
Honour to belong to her, | | 
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One of oun Knights, named Don Effeve de Carvaial, who is 
f the fame Country, faiP'd not to demand her Name of the old 
Gentleman : Hetold him, She was the Marchionefs de Los Rios. 
At this Name he turn’d towards me, and fpake to me of her as 
)f a Perfon whofe Merit and Fortune were very confiderables 
| readily accepted of this good Company : She immediately 
same in her Litter, out of which fhe had not defcended, having 
found no Hoüfe where fhe could abide. 
… Her Drefs feem’d to me very fingular ; had fhe not been fo 
hand{ome as fhe was, {he could never have appear’d in any fort 
tolerable : Her Gown and Petticoat was of black Serge, and 
over thema kind of Linen Surplice, which reach’d down lower 
than her Knees ; the Sleeves were long, and ftrait in the Arms, 
which hung over her Hands: ‘This Surplice was fatten’d to 
her Gown, and being not plaited behind, it feem’d like a Bib: 
She wore on her Head a Piece of Muflin, which covered her 
Face, and one would have taken it for a Religiofes’s Hood 3 
this cover’d her Neck, and reach’d down very low: There ap- 
pear’d no Hair on her Head, being all hid under this Muf 
in :- She wore a great Mantle of black 'Taffaty, which cover’d 
her Heels ; and over this Mantle fhe had an Hat, whofe Brims 
were very large, faften’d under her Chin with filken Twift. E 
was told they wear this but only when they travel. | 

Thisisthe Habit of the Widows and Duenna’s, a Drefs which 
is infupportable to my Sight; and fhould one meet with a Wo- 
man in the Night thus cloathed, one might be ftartled without 
Reproach ; yet the Lady was very beautiful in this unfeemly 
Drefs. They never leave it, unlefs they marry ; and they are 
oblig’d to bewail the Death of an Husband, whom théy could 
not endure when living. 

_ I was inform'd they pafs’d the firft Year of their Mourning 1m 
a Chamber hung with Black, wherein there is not the leaft 
glimmering of Day-light to be feen ; they fit crofs-legg’d ona 
ittle HollandQuilt. When this Year is ended, they retire into a 
Chamber hung with Gray : They muft have no Piétures, nor 
Looking-Glafles, nor Cabinets, nor fine Fables, nor Plate ; nei- 
ther muft they have any Diamonds, or wear any Colours: How- 
ever modeft they are, they mutt livefo retir’d, that it mu 
feem their Soul is already in the other World. This Conftraint 
is the Caufe that feveral Ladies who are wealthy, and efpe- 
cially in rich Houfhold-goods, marry again to have the Satif- 
faction of making ufe of them. 

After the firft Compliments, I inform’d myfelf from this 
mournful Widow where fhe was going: She told me, She had 
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not for a Jong time feen a Friend of her Mother’s, who was a 
Religiofe at Lafbuelgas de Burgos, which is a famous Nunnery; 
wherein there are an hundred and fifty Nuns, moft of them the 
Daughters of Princes, Dukes, and Titulado’s. She added; 
That the Abbefs is Lady of fourteen large Towns, and above 
fifty other Places, wherein fhe chufes Governors and Magi- 
ftrates ; that fhe is Superior of feventeen Convents ; collates 
to feveral Benefices, and difpofes of twelve Commanderfhips 
in favour of whom fhe pleafes. She told me fhe defign’d to 
ie fome time in this Monaftery : Can you, Madam, faid I to 
er, accuftom yourfelf to fo retired a Life as is that of a Convent? 
It will be no ba Matter, Laid fhe, for I believe I fee fewer People: 
at my ownHoufe, than I fball fee there 5 and in effet, thefe Religiaws 
have Liberty enough : They are commonly the hand{omeft young Wo-. 
men of the Family who are there 5 thefe enter therein fo young, that: 
they know not what they are made to leave, nor what they undertake, , 
at the Age of fix or feven, and it may be fooner. They are caufed! 
to make Vows, when ’tis often the Father or Mother, or fome near: 
Relation, who pronounce them for them, whilft the little Sacrifice dif-- 
ports herfelf with Sugar-plums, and lets them drefs ber how they will :: 
Yet the Bargain holds, there’s no unfaying it 3 bowever, they have: 
every thing which can be expeëted in their Condition. There are at: 
Madrid fome whom they call the Ladies of St. James : They are: 
properly Canonneffes, who make their Trials like the Knights of thiss 
Order 5 they bear, like them, a Sword made in form of a Crofs, em 
broidered with Crimfon Silk; they bave them on their Scapulariess 
and great Cloaks, which are white : Thefe Ladies Houfe is very) 
flately 5 all who come to vifit them enter without any Difficulty 5 theirr 
Apartmests are very fine, and every wit as well furnifh'd as if theyy 
avere at large in the World: They enjoy great Penfions, and each off 
them bas three or four Women to wait on them. It’s true, they nevert 
fiir out, nor fee their neareft Relations, but through feveral Grates.! 
This perbaps would look horrid in another Country, but in Spain they) 
are accuftom’d to Confinement. | 
There are Convents where the Religious fee more Cavaliers thani 
the Women who live at large, neither are they lefs gallant : It iss 
ampofible for any to have more Gaiety than they 3 and, as I bave 
already told you, Madam, here are more Beauties than abroad :: 
But it muft be granted, there are feveral among them who arei 
deeply fenfible at their having been fo {oon facrific'd 5 they think off 
the Pleafures which they bave never tafted, as the only ones which) 
can make this Life happy. They pafs theirs in a Condition wor-- 
thy of Compaffiion 5 always telling you, they are kept there by Force 3; 
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_ dnd that the Yws they are made to repeat at the Age of five or fix 
Years, are to be regarded like Children’s Plays. 

Madam, {aid I to her, ‘would have been great Pity, bad yout 
Relations defign'd you for fuch a Lifes; and one may jude, in bea 
holding you, that all the beautiful Spanifh Ladies are not Religiofes. 
Alas, Madam, {aid fhe, in fetching a deep Sigh, I know nor 
wbat I wou'd be 3 it feems I am of a very odd Humour, not to be 
contented with my Fortune ; but onehas fometimes Uneafineffes which 
are unaccountable to Reafon. In ending thefe words, fhe faften’d 
her Eyes on the ground, and fell into fuch a deep fit of Mu- 
fing, that I could eafily perceive fomething difturb’d her. ’ 

Whatever Curiofity [had to know the Subject, we had been 
fo little time together, that I dar’d not defire to be her Con- 
fidant ; but to draw her from the melancholy Pofture fhe was 
in, I entreated her to tell me fome News of the Court of Spain, 
feeing fhe came from Madrid. She did what fhe could to re- 
cover herfelf.. She then told me, there were great fhews of 
Joy at Court on the Queen’s Birth-day : That the King had 
fent one of the Gentlemen of his Chamber to Toledo, to com- 
pliment her from him: Yet thefe fine Appearances hinder’d 
not the Marquefs de Manfera, the Queen’s Major-Domo, from 
receiving Orders to retire twenty -Leagues from the Courts 
which had greatly mortify’d this Princefs. She inform’d us 5 
Thatthe Fleet which carried Troops to Galicia, was unhappily 
«caftaway on the Coafts of Portugal : That the little Dutchets 
de Terra Nova, was to efpoufe Don Nicoli Pignatella; Prince de 
Monteleon, her Uncle : That the Marquefs de Laganez had re~ 
fufed the Vice-royalty of Sardinia, being in love with a fine 
Lady, whom ‘he could not find in his Heart to leave: ‘That 
Don Carlos de Omodei, Marquefs de Almanaxid, was dangerofly ill, 
at his Difappointment of being admitted a Grandee of Spaix 5 
zo which he pretended, having marry’d the Heirefs of the 
Houfe and Grandeurfhip of Caftle Rodrigue. And that which 
moft fenfibly affliéted him, was, that Don Adriel de Gufinans 
this Lady’s firft Husband, had enjoy’d this Honouf ; fo that 
he could not but look on the Difficulties thrown in his way, 
as a flighting of his Perfon. Iu truth, Madam, faid I to her, 
ican hardly comprebend how a Man of Senfe can with fuch eagerne/s 
purfue, and be fo greatly dejetted at a Difappointment of this Na~ 
gure. We are otberwife affetted in Spain, reply’d the beautiful 
Widow ; and this Inflance is a Proof of it. PSS 
Don Frederic de Cardonne, who greatly interefted himfelt for 
the Duke de Medina Celi, ask’d her News of him: The King, 
Aid fhe, bas. lately made him ibis of the Indies. The 
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Queen-Mother bas wrote to the King, ow the Report which runs, 
that heis about Marrying 3 that fhe is furprix’d things are already 
gone fo far, and be has not acquainted her with them. She adds in 
ber Letter, foe advifed bim in the mean time, whilft all things were 
ready for this Ceremony, to make a Journey to Catalonia and 
Arragon. Don John of Auftria fuficiently underftands the Ne- 
ceffity of this, and be prefjesthe King to depart, to content thefe Peo- 
ple, in promifing by Oath, according asis cuflomary to new Kings, to 
maintain all their ancient Privileges. Have then, Madam, {aid 1 to 
her, interrupting her, the Arragonois any other Privileges than 
the Caftilians ? Very particular ones, reply’d fhe, and you being 
a Stranger, I believe you will be willing to let me inform you of them. 
Here is what I learn’d. 

The Daughter of Count Julien, nam’d Cava, was one of 
the moft beautiful Ladies in the World. King Rodrigue became 
fo paffionately in Love with her, that his Affeétions knowing 
no Bounds;tranfported him beyond all Meafure. The Father, 
who was then in -4frica, inform’d of the Outrage done his 
Daughter, who breath’d nothing but Revenge, treated with 
the Moors, and fupply’d ‘em with the means 


to enter into Spain, * and to make there, for * This bap- 
fundry Ages,all thofe Ravages fet forth at  pen’d in 714% 
large in Hiftory.’ after the Bat- 


tle of St. Mar- 
tin, wherein D. Rodrigne loft his Life : Others fay be fledinto Por- 
tugal, and died in a Town there, call’d Vifcii. 

The Arragonois were the firft who fhook off the Yoak of 
thefe Barbarians’; and finding no more among them any 
Princes of the Race of the Gorhi/b Kings, they agreed to elect 
one, and caft their Eyes ona Lord of the Country, call’d Gar- 
ci Ximinex : But they being Mafters, to impofe Laws on him, 
and finding himfelf fufficiently happy that he might Rule 
over them under any Condition, thefePeople therefore confin’d 
him within narrow Bounds. 

They agreed, that as foon as their Monarch fhould break - 
through any of their Laws, he fhould immediately forfeit his 
Power, and they be at full liberty to chufe another, tho’ he 
were a Pagan: And to hinder him from violating their Privi- 
leges, and to defend themfelves againft him, they eftablifh’d 
a Sovereign Magiftrate, whom they call’d the Jujticia, whofe 

Office was to obferve the Conduct of the King, the Judges, and 
the eo: but the Power of a Sovereign being likely to awe 
a meer Particular, to affure the Jujticia in the Execution of” 
his Office, they ordered, That he might not fuffer either in 
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his Perfon og Goods, butiby a compleat Affembly of the States, 
_ which they’ call Las Cortes. | 

They moreover provided, That if the King fhould opprefs 
any one of his Subjects, the gréat and confiderable Men of the 
Kingdom might affemble themfelves, and hinder his receiving 
any of his Revenues, till the innocent was acquitted; and re- 
eftablifh’d in his former Rights. And to make Garci Ximineét 
_ timely fenfible of the Power this Man had over him, they fet 
him on a kind of a Throne, and made the King to kneel down 
bare-headed before him, to receive from him his Oath of keep- 
ing their Privileges. ‘This Ceremony ended, they acknowledge 

him their Sovereign, but in as odd and difrefpeétful a manner 5 
for inftead of promifing him Fidelity and Obedience, they fay 
to him: We; who are as good Men 45 yourfelf ; make you our 
King and Governour, on Condition you keep tous our Rights and Pro- 
perties, otherwife we difacknowledge you. 

_ 'FheKing, Don Pedro, in procefs of time coming to the Crown; 
relifh’d this Cuftom as unworthy of the Regal State ; and it fo 
greatly difgufted him, that by his Authority and Intreaties, 
and the Offers he made of beftowing feveral notable Privileges - 
on the Kingdom, he procured the Abolifhment of this in an 
Affembly of the States: He got this general Confent in Wri- 
ting, which was reprefented tohim. As foon as he had the 
Parchment, he drew out his Dagger and pierced his handwith | 
it, "Twas ft a Law, which gave Subjetts the Liberty of chufing their 
_ Sovereign, fhould be effaced with their Sovereign’s Blood. His Sta- 
tue is ftillfeen in the Deputation-Hall of Saragoffa : he holds 
a Dagger in one Hand, and the Charter in the other. The 
late Kings have not been fuch religious Obfervers of their 
Privilegesas the firft. | | 

But thereisa Law ftillin force, and which isvery fingular, 
and this they call The Law of Manifeftation ; which is, That if 
an Arragonois had Wrong done him in Judgment, in confining 
500 Crowns, he may bring his Caufe before the Ju/ticia, who 
is obliged, after an exaét Perquifition, to punifh him who has 
given a wrong Sentence: and if he fails therein, the opprefs’d 
Perfon may have recourfé to the States of the Kingdom; wha 
affemble and nominate five Perfons of their Body, which is 
to fay, of the Prime Nobility; the Ecclefiafticks, the Gentry 
and Commonalty :. They appoint three out of the firft Rank, 
and two from each of the others. But it is obfervable, they 
chufe the moft ignorant to judge the moft able Men in the 
Gown, whether to difgrace ’em the more for their Fault, ors 


as they alledge, That Jaflice foould be fo clear, that the very 
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Plow-men, and thole who. underftand the leaft, prould difcern it 
without the belp of Oratory. It likewile affirm’d, that the Judges 
tremble when they pronounce a Sentence, fearing left it turn 
againft themfelves, to the lofs of their Lives or Eftates, fhould 
they commit the leaft Fault therein, either wilfully, or thro’ 
inadvertency. It were well if this Cuftom were obferv’d in all 
Kingdoms ; but this is rather to be wifh’d than expected. 

~ Yet what is no lefs fingular, is that Juftice remains always 
Sovereign ; and tho’ the unjuft Judge be punifh’d feverely tor 
his wrong Decree, yet it fubfifts in its full force, and is fully 
executed : If thenany unhappy Wretch be fentenc’d to Death, 
he is not fpared, tho’ his Innocency be difcover’d, and made 
as clear as Noon-day ; but his Judges are executed too before 
his Face ; which, inmy mind, isa poor Confolation. If the 
Judge accufed has juftly perform’d his Office, the Plaintiffleaves 
the 500 Crowns which he, had confign’d. But were he to lofe 
an 100000 Crowns of Annual Revenue by the Sentence he 
complains of, the Sentence or Decree remains good, and the 
Judge is only condemn’d to pay him likewife 500 Crowns : 
"The reft of this Judge’s Eftate is forfeited to the King ; which 
is, in my Opinion, another Point of Injuftice : For, in fine, he 
ought, above all others, to have recompence made him, who 
fuffers by a wrong Sentence. 

Thefe fame People have another Cuftom, to diftinguifh by 
the Punifhment the Crime committed. For Example, a Ca- 
valier, who has killd another in Duel ( for they are here 
ftrictly forbid ) has his Head cut off before ; and he that has 
affaffinated, has his cut off behind. This is to diftinguifh 
him who has behav’d himfelf like a brave Man, from him that | 
kills you treacheroufly. | 

She added, that to fpeak in general of the Æravonois, they 
have a natural Pride, which is hard to be fupprefs’d : Butlike- 
wife to do them Juftice, there are People of brave Minds. to be 
found among them; infomuch that they are eafily difcern’d 
from all the reft of the King of Spain’s Subjects : That they 
have never wanted Great Men, from their firft King to Ferdi- 
wand: That they counted fuch a great number of them, as 
would {carce be believ’d ; however, they have greatly recom- 
mended themfelves by their Valour and Conduct : That as to 
the reft, their Country was fo little fruitful, that excepting 
. fome Valleys, which were water’d by Channels, whofe Water 
came from the Æbre, the reft were fo dry and fandy, that you 
meet with fcarce any thing elfe but ftony and parched-up pla- 
ges: That Suragoffa is a great City, the Hotiee finer than at 

Madrid, 
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Madrid, thé publick Places adorn’d with Arches: That the 
‘Holy Street, where the Courfes are run, is fo long and large, 
as may make it pafs for a great and vaft Place, having feveral 
great Men’s Palaces on it ; that of Caffehmorato being one of the 
pleafanteft : That the Vault of St. Francis’s Church was very 
curious, for being of extraordinary Largenefs, yet “tis upheld 
by no Pillars: That the City is not ftrong, but the Inhabitants 
fo ftout, that it needed no Walls ; that it has never a Foun- 
tain, this being one of its greateft Defects : ‘That the Ebre car- 
ried no Boats, the River being full of dangerous Rocks. As 
to the reft, the Arch-bifhoprick was worth 60000 Crowns a 
Year: That the Vice-royalty brought in no Revenue, being a 
Place of Honour, fit only for great Lords to bear. the Expence 
of it, to maintain their Ranks, and keep the People under, 
who are naturally Fierceand Imperious, not Affable to Stran- 
gers ; and fo little defirousof making Acquaintance, that they 
chufe rather to ftay at home alone all their Lite-time, than 
ftir out to procure Friendfhips: That here is a fevere Inquifi- 
tion, who have a ftately Palace, and a moft rigid Court of 


_ Juftice. Yet this does not hinder great Troops of Robbers, call’d 


Bandoleros, from ravaging, and difperfing themfelves over all 
Spain ; who give noQuarter to Travellers, {natching up fome- 
times Women of Quality, whom they afterwards fet at Ran- 
fom, for their Parents to redeem ; but when they are hand- 
fome, they keep them: And thisis the greateft Misfortune can 
happen to ’em, being forc’d to {pend their Days with the worft 
of Men, who keep them in dreadful Caves, or carry them 
along with them on horfe-back, being furioufly jealous of 
them. One of their Captains having been lately fet upon by’ 
Soldiers, fent into the Mountains to feize on him, was mor- 
tally wounded, having his Miftrefs with him, who was 
of the Marquefs de Camaraza a Grandee of Spain’s Family. 
When fhe faw him in this Condition, fhe thought only of 
making ufe of this favourable Opportunity of faving herfelt 5 
which he perceiving, dying as he was, he catch’d hold of her 
Hair, and ftruck his Dagger into her Breaft ; being not willing , 
faid be, that another fhould poffefs a'Treafure which had been 
fo dear tohim. And this is what himfelf ackno wledg’d to 

the Soldiers who found him, and {aw this fad Spectacle. 
. The Beautiful Marchionefs here held her peace 5 and I re- 
turn’d her all due Thanks for the favour fhe did me, in intor- 
ming me of the Curiofities ; and of which, perhaps without 
her, I might have been ignorant all my Life. Ido not think, 
Madam, lard fhe to me, you owe me we Thanks 5 I rather x 
L 3 Fee 
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the having deferved Reproaches for fo long and tirefome a Conver{ation. 

I lt is let ne leave se + RUE ; and] a 
her to lie with me, fhe having no Bed. So civil and cour- 
teous a Proceeding made her much my Friend. She affured 
me of this in fuch affectionate Terms, that I could not doubt 
of it; for I muft tell you, the Sari/h Women are more caref- 
fing than we, and are far more kind and tender to thofe they 
profefs Friendfhip, In fine, I could not forbear telling her, 
That if foe had all the Kindnefs for me fhe made Profefion, foe muft 
be Jo complaifant to inform me, what made her feem.fo melancholy 2 
That Ihad heard her fetch deep Sighs in the Night, and appeared very 
reftle/s and difconfolate : That if fhe could find any Comfort in fharing 
ber Grief with me, Loffered my Service to her, as a moft faithful Friend. 
_ She embraced ime with great Affection, and told me without 
Delay, fhe would immediately fatisfy my Curiofity ; which 
the did in thefe Terms : | 

Seeing you are [9 defirous to know me, Imuft, without difguifing to 
you any thing, acknowledge my Weaknefs to you 5 and, by my Sincerity 
and Open-heartedne/s, deferve a Curiofity as obliging as yours. 

I come not of fuch a Family as may claim Nobility; my Fa- 
ther’s Name was Davila : He was only a Banker ; but he was in 
good Credit, and was moderately wealthy: We are of Seville, 
Capital of 4ndaloufia, and we have ever dwelt there. My Mo- 
ther knew the World ; fhe faw many People of Quality ; and 
having no Children but me, fhe took great care of my Educa- 
tion : It did not appear ill beftow’d onme; for had the good 
Fortune to get the good Will of moft that faw me. 

We had two Neighbours who came often to our Houfe, who — 
were very welcome both to my Father and Mother. ‘Their 
Condition and Age were in no fort alike: One was the Mar- 

juefs de Los Rios, a Perfon wealthy and noble ; he was a Widow- 
er, and well advanced in Years: The other was the Son of a 
great Merchant, who traded to the Indies: He was young and 
handfome; he had Wit, and very graceful Behaviour ;° his 
Name was Mendez : He was not long before he fell paffionately 
in Love with me; fo that he omitted nothing ste might 
pleafe me, and fats my Affeétions. | 
He was in all Places where he knew I was to pafs ; he fpent 
whole Nights under my Windows, to fing Verfes which he had 
 fompofed and fet to my Praife ; which he had very well accom- 

panied with his Harp. fit wid | 
! But feeing his Attendancies had not all the effect he ex- 
pected , and having paft fome time in this manner, without 
daring to mention his Affection to me, he at length refolv’d to 
te eRe CO make 
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make ufe of the firft Occafion to acquaint imewith it. Pavia 
ed him ever fince I hada Converfation with one of my Friends, - 
who had more Experience and Knowledge of the World than i 
I had felt, that Mendex’s Company gave me Joy, and that my 
Heart had an Emotion for him, which it had not for others : 
‘That when his Affairs, or our Vifits, hinder’d him from feeing 
me, I grew reftlefs; and loving this young Woman, above 
others, arid being as dear to her, fhe obferv’d I was not fo free 
and gay as | was wont, and that my Eyes were fometimes at- 
tentively fixed on Mendez. One Day, when fhe rally’d with me 
about it, I faid to her very innocently, My Dear Henrietta, de- 
fine to me the Sentiments I bave for Mendez : 1 know not avbetber F 
“ought to be afraid of them, and whether I ought not to defend myfeif 
from them I feel T know not what fort of Trouble and Pleafure 
‘arifing in my Breaft. She began to laugh 5 fhe embraced me, 
and {aid to me, My dear Heart, you are in Love, Who, Lin Love? 
replied I, in amaze: You joke with me 3 I neither am, nor will be 
in Love. This depends not always on us, continued fhe, with a more 
ferious Air 5 our Stars decide this beforeour Hearts. But, in earneft, 
avhat is it fo much flartles you ? Mendez is in a Condition equal to 
yours 3 be deferves well, a good comely Man 5 and if bis Affairs go 
on with the fame Succefs as they bave done bitherto, you may live 
very happily with bim. And whence fhould I learn, applied I, in. 
terrupting her, that be will be happy with me, and that be fo much 
as thinks this. O take my Word for it, anfwered fhe, whatever he 
bas done bas its Defigns 5 for Men are not wont to pas Nights under 
Windows, andthe Days in following a Perfon for whom they bave ne- 
 shing but Indifferency. 

After fome otherDifcourfe of this Nature, fhe left me, and I 
refolv’d, maugre the Repugnance Ifelt in me, to give Mende 
no Opportunity of {peaking to me in particular. . 

But one Night, as I was walking in the Garden, he came to- 
wards me : I was perplex’d to fee myfelf alone with him 5 
and he had the Opportunity of obferving it in my Countenance, 
and in the Manner after which I receiv’d him. ‘This could not 
divert him from the Defign he had of entertaining me : How 
happy am I, Madam, faid he, to find you alone? But I do call my- 
felf bappy! Perbaps I know not what I fay 5 for it may be you will 
not receive a Secrat with which I would entruft you. Lamas yet fo 
young, faid Itohim, blufhing, that I would advife youto fay nothing 
to me, unle]s you would bave me impart it to my Companions. Alas : 
‘continued he, /hould Itell you, I adore you 5 that all my Happinejs 
| depends on the Inclinations you have towards me 5 that I cannot live 

avithout fome Certainty, that Imay one Day pleafe you : Will you pe 
ice. É 4 ts 
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this to your Companions? No, faid I to him in great perplexity, 4 
esoula look on this Confidence as a Raillery, and not believing it my 
felf, I would not harard its being left to be beliew'd by others, 

We were interrupted as I ended thefe Words ; and he ap- 
pear’d to me not over-content with the Anfwer I made him ; 
and à whileafter he found anopportunity to reproachmewith it. 

Icould not but givea favourable EartotheInclinations I had 
towards him; every thing he told mefeem’d to meto have itspar- 
ticular Gracefulnefs : And it was no hard matter for him to per- 
{wade me, that he lov’d me above all things in the World. In 
the mean time, the Marquefs de Los Rios took fuch a liking to 
me,and my Perfon and Behaviour ran fo deeply inhis Thoughts, 
that he wholly applied himfelf to pleafeme. He was very nice 
and cautious ; he could not refolve with himfelf to owe me 
wholly to my Parents Authority: He well knew they would 
receive as an Honour, the Intentions he had for me ; but he 
was for gaining my Confent before he demanded theirs. 

In this Defign he faid all to me he thought was like to take 
with me. I anfwered him, I fhould always think it an indif- 
penfible Duty toobey my Father: yet our Ages were fo diffe- 
rent, that I told him, I thought ’twere better he left off think- 
ing of me; that I fhould have an everlafting Acknowledgment 
for the advantageous Intentions he had for me: and therefore I 
would efteem him, tho’ I could not love him. Having heard 
what I had ‘faid, he was fome time without {peaking : And im- 
mediately taking up a very generous Refolution ; Lovely Maria- 
na, fays he, you might have made me the bappieft Man in the World 5 


and if you were Ambitious, Thad wherewith to fatisfy you: But you 
refufe me, and defrre to be another's: I confent to it ; I love you too — 


gel to be in fufpenfe, whether you are to be fatisfied, or 13 I there- 


. fore wholly facrifice my Happinefs to you, and leave you for ever. In 
“ending thefe Words he left me, and appear’d fo afiéted, that 


1 could not forbear being concern’d. 


Mendez arriv'd a while after, and found me melancholy: He : 


was fo earneft with me to know the Caufe, that I could not deny 
him this Proof of my Complaifance. Any one buthewould have 


had a fenfible Obligation at the ExclufionI came from giving 


isRival: But far from feeming to value ir, he told me, He faw 
in mine Eyes the Regret I had for a Lover, who could placeme 
gn another fort of a. Rank than he was able, and that my Pro- 
ceeding was very cruel. In vain I endeavoured to make him 


| fenfible of the Injuftice of his; but all I could fay, could not 


hinder him from charging me with Inconftancy. I remain’d 


“vex'd, and furpniz'd at this his way of dealing, and was feveral 


ays without f peaking to him, He, 
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He, in fine, at laft underftood he had no Reafon to com- 
plain; he came to me, begg’d my Pardon, and teftify’d to me 
a great Difpleafure at his own Jealoufy : He excus’d himfelf, 
as all Lovers do, on the ftrength ofhis Paffion. I had fo much 
Weaknefs, as to be willing to forget the Trouble he had given 
me ; we made up the Matter between us, and he continu’d on 
his Courtfhip. vey 
His Father having underftood the Paflion he had for me, 
thought he could not procure him a more advantageous Mar- | 
tiage ; he took notice of it to him, and came afterwards to my 
Father, to open to him the Propofal: they had beenlong Friends; 
he was favourably heard, and they eafily agreed on the Matter. 
Mendez came to inform me of the News, with fuch Tranf- 
port, as would have feem’d ridiculous to any other than a Mi- 
{tefs. My Mother order’d me to look kindiy on him, telling 
me, this Affair would be advantageous to me: and as foon as 
the India Fleet fhould arrive, wherein he was greatly con- 
cern’d, the Marriage fhould be concluded. Se 
Whilf matters thus pafs’d, the Marquefs de Los Rios had re- . 
tir’d to one of his Country-Houfes, where he fcarcely faw any 
one: He led a languifhing Life ; he ftill lov'dme,but hinder’d 
_himfelf from telling me fo, and from comforting himfelf by 
. this innocent Remedy. , | 
_Infine, his Body could not refift the Heavinefs of his Mind 5 
he fell dangeroufly ill, and being told by the Phyficians, there 
was no hope of his Recovery, he pluck’d up his Spirits to write 
mme the moft affeGtionate Letter imaginable, and fent at the 
. fame time to mea Deed of Gift of all his Effate, in cafe he died. 
My Mother was in my Chamber, when a Gentleman prefent- 
ed this Packet from him ; fhe would know whatit contain’d, 
I could not forbear at the fame time telling her what had 
pafs’d ; and we were both of us in the greateft Surprize at the 
Marquefs’s extream Generofity. She fent him word, that I 
fhould go,with my Family, to thank him for a Liberality which 
I had no ways deferv’d. And in particular, fhe eel repré- 
hended me for having made a Myftery of a thing to her, with 
which I ought to have immediately acquainted her, I threw 
myfelfat her Feet, [excus’d myfelf the beft Icould, and tefti- 
fy°d fuch great Sorrow for having difpleas’d her, that fhe eafily 
pardon’d me. Leaving my Chamber, fhe went to m Father; 
and having learn’d him all which had pafs’d, they refolv’d togo 
the next morning tofee the Marquefs, and tocarry me with ‘em. 
Tacquainted Mendez with this in the Evening 5 and the Fear 
Thad, left my Parents fhould, in fine, make me marry a 
N $ À J Q 
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old Man, if he chanced to efcape out of his Sicknets: However 
fenfible I appear’d to him of this, he was fo far tranfported, 
and reproach’d me fo greatly with it, that] mufthavelov’dhim 
as much as I did, not to have broke off with him: But he had 
fuch an Afcendant over me, though he was the unjufteft of all 
Men, yet I thought him the moft reafonable. | 

We were at the Marquefs de Los Rios’s ; his Country-houfe was 
not above two Leagues from Seville : Dying, as he was, he re- 
ceiv'd us with fuch Joy as was eafily obfervable. My Father 
teftify’d to him his Grief, to fee him in fo low a Condition ; 
thank’d him for the Donation he made me, and affur’d him, 
if he could find a fair and juft Pretence, he would break‘off with 
‘Mendez, to whom he had engag’d his Word : That fhould this 
happen, he promis’d him folemnly I fhould be no Body’s but 
his. He receiv’d this Affurance in the fame manner as if he 
had receiv’d a perfect Felicity; but he knew well the Dolor I 
çonceiv'd thereat ; I became pale, my Eyes were cover’d with 
‘Tears ; and when we were about leaving him, he defir’d me 
10 draw near to him: He told me with a languifhing Tone 5 
Fear nothing, Mariana, I love you too well to difbleafe you 5 you fhall 
bare Mendez, fécing your Affettions are engaz’d to him. 1 anfwer’d 
him ; Lhadno particular Inclinations for bim 5 but being commanded 
30 refpeët bim, as a Man who was ta be my Husband, I could do no other- 
avife: However, I intreated him to be well. 

This feem’d to me the leaft ftep I could take towards a 
Perfon to whom I had fo great Obligations. He appear’d 
thereat fufficiently fatisfy’d, attempting to take my Hand and 
kifs it : Remember, faid he to me, you enjoin me to live; and 


that my Life being your Work, you will be obliged to conférve it. 


‘We return’d at Night, and the impatient Mendez waited for 
us, to make me new Reproaches: I took ’em as I was wont, 
as Proofs of his Paffion : And having juftify’d myfelf, I ask’d 
him, what News there was of the Fleet ? Alu! faid he to me, 


my Father bas receiv’d [uch as drives me to Defpair : I dare not in- 


form you. Have you any thing feparate from me ? faid I to him, 
looking tenderly on him: Would you have me to be referv’d to 
you? I amtoo happy, reply’d he, im that you have fuch favoura- 
ble Difpofition ; and being not able to keep any Secret from you, I 
muft plainly tell you, that the Galeon, in which is our whole Effate, 
is polit and loft, running againft a Rock, But I foould be lefs fenfi- 
ble, how greatly foever I am in Intereft, did I not look on the un- 
happy Confequences of this Lofs: Your Prefence will reftore the Mar- 
quefs de Los Rios to bis Health 5 bis Sentiments for you are known ix 
your Family ; ke isvich, anda great Lord: I ame become miferable ; 
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and if you forfake me, my dear Mariana, T foall bave no more 


‘Hope but in fbeedy Death. Iwas pierced with Sorrow at this 


fad News : I took one of his Hands, and clofing it with mine, 
I faid tohim, My dear Mendez, do not think me capable of loving 
you, and yet leaving yor, by the Effetts of your good or bad For- 
tune ; if you be able to bear 7 againft it, believe me fo too. I call 
Heaven to witnefs, continued I, provided you love me, and be 
faithful to me, that I will never forfake you 5 and let it punifh me, 


if ever I prove inconftant, 


He teftify’d all the Acknowledgments he ought to me for fuch 
affectionate Affurances, and we refolved not to divulge this 
Accident, | | 

I withdrew very melancholy, and fhutmyfelf up in my Clo- 
fet, ruminating on the Confequences of this fad Difafter. & 
was ftill there, when I heard fome bodyknocking foftly at the 
Shutters of my Window ; I drew near, and faw Mendez by the 
Light of the Moon. What do you here, faid E to him, at this time 
of theNight ? Alas! anfwer’d he to me, I was trying whether I could 

État you before I departed. My Father bas again lately re- 
ceived News of the Galeon, and will bave me immediately go where 
foe is run a-ground, to endeavour to fave fomething : It is a great 
aay thither, and 1 foal he a great while without feeing you. Ab, 
dear Mariana, during all this Time, will you be as good as your Word 
to me ? May I hope my dear Miftrefs will be faithful to me? What 
seafon bave I given you, Mendez, faid I, interrupting him, to. 

doubt it 2 Yes, continued I, I will love you the moft unfortunate 

Man in the World. Are 
It would be to abufe your Patience, Madam, to relate to you 


- whatfoever we faid in this dolefui Separation ; andtho’there 


appear’dno Danger, yet our Hearts had a foreboding of what 


_was afterwards to happen to us. The Day began to appear 


and we muft bid adieu. I faw him fhed Tears, which were 
accompany’d with mine. 
- Tthrew my felfonmy Bed, rolling a thoufand fad Thoughts 
in my Mind ; and I soe the next Morning fo out of Or- 
der, thatmy Father and Mother were afraid I was falling into 
fome dangerous fit of Sicknefs, 

Mendex’s ‘Father came to make them a Vifit, to excufe his 


* Son’s parting without taking his leave of them. He added, be 


ad 


had a Bufinefs which required {uch haft, as would, not fuffer bim a 


Minutes time at bis difpofal. As to myfelf, Madam, I was 
~ comfortlefs, being infenfible to every thing. And if any thing 


could eafe me, ’twas fome hour’s Converfation with my dear 
Henrietta, with whom I freely vented my ‘Thoughts touching 
the long Abfence of Mendez. Cars In 
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In the mean time the Marquefs de Los Rios was but of Dan- 
ger, and my Father went often to fee him. I obferv’d one day 
great Alteration on my Mother’s Countenance, fhe and my Fa. 
ther having been long fhut up by the Religiofo’s, who came 
to give’em a Vifit; and after a Conference of fome time, they 
called me, without my being able to divine the Caufe. 

f enter'd into their Apartment in fuch diforder, that I knew 
not what I did. _ One of thofe good Fathers, Venerable by his 
Age and Habit, fpake much to me aboutthe Refignationwe owe 
to the Divine Will, on his Providence, in every thing which 
relates to us: And the Clofe of his Difcourfe was, That Men- 
dex was taken by the Algierines, that he was a Slave ; and byhis 
-Misfortunes, thefe Pirates had learnt he was a rich Merchant’s 
Son, which had occafioned the fetting him at an extraordinary 
‘Ranfom: That they were at Algiers at the Time he arriv’d 5 
‘they would willingly have brought him along with ’em, but the 
Money which they had for all, was not fufficient for him alone: 
‘Phat at their Return they had been at his Father’s, to inform 
him of this vexatious Difafter ; but found he had abfented him- 
felf: That the lofs of a Galeon, on which was einbark’d all 
his Effects, without being able to fave any thing, had induc’d 
him to avoid his Creditors, who fought him every where, to 


throw him in Prifon: That Things being inthis Condition, they 


faw no Remedy to poor Mendez’s Misfortunes, being in the | 


Hands of Meluza the moft famous and covetous of all the Cor- 
daries: And that if I would follow their Advice, and that of 
my Parents, I would think of taking another Party. Thad fo 
far heard this dreadful News in fo extatick a Condition, that I 
could only interrupt them by fad Sighs: But when he told me, 
1 muft think of another Party; I burft out with Tears and 
Shrieks, as made both my Father and Mother, and thefe Re- 


ligiofo’s compaflionate me. 


1 was carried into my Chamber as onenearer Death than Lifes _ 


and Donna Henrietta was {ent for, and it was not without great 
Affliction fhe beheld me in this fad Condition. I fellinto a moft 
deep Melancholy, I tormented my felf day and night, and 
nothing was able to remove my dear Mendez out of my Mind, 
The Marquefs de Los Rios, having learnt what had paf, 
-conceiv’d fuch ftrong Hopes, that he foon found himfelf ina 
‘Condition to come and claim of my Eather and me the Effect 
-of the Words we had given him. I fhewed him that mine 
were not difengaged in refpect of Mendez, that he was un- 
Yortunate, which no ways leffen’d my Engagements to him. 
He beard me without being perfwaded by me, and ao oy 
| Lha 
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Thad the fune defire of deftroying myfelf, as others had of 
faving themfelves ; that twas more my Intereftthanhis, which 
made him act as he did. And being ravifh’d with having a Pre-. 
tence, which feem’d to him plaufible, he prefs’d my Father with 
_fuch Earneftnefs, that he at length confented to whathe defir’d. | 

It is impoffible forme to reprefent to you, Madam, in what 
an Abyfs of Sorrow I wasin. What is become of my Lord? faid Æ 
tothe Marquefs, of that Scrupulons Tendernefs which hinder’d yous 
from taking my Heart from any other Hand than my own? Let me, at 
leaft, bave [ome time to forget Mendez. Perhaps his Abfence and 
Misfortunes may prevail on me to fome Indifferency towards him. To 
this cruel Accident, which bas fuatch’d him fo lately from me, you 
add new Troubles, when you expe I fhould Jo freedily pafs over from 
bimto you. : | 

I know not what Lexpett, or may hope for, faid he tome  burthis 
lam fure of, that my Complaifance bad like to bave coft me my Life 8 
that if yoube not defign'd for me, you will be another”s 3 and as to 
Mendez, bis Fortune bas been fuch, that be can no longer pretend to. 
you 5 and feeing you mujt be difpos’d of, I think you are very hard- 
hearted torefufeme. Youcannot be ignorant of what I bave done bi- 
therto to pleafe you ; my former Procceeding fhould ferve as a fuff- 
cient Teftimony of my future Refpetts. 9d | 

The Mayquefs made a greater Progrefs in my Father’s Mind, 
than mine. Ina word, my Mother, having one day fent for 
me, told me, “I'was to no purpofe to ufe any longer Delays, 
my Father being refolv’d L fhould obey his Orders. Whatever 
TE could fay to excufe myfelf, my Tears, my Remonftrances, 
Entreaties, were all to no purpofe, and ferv’d only to exafpe- 
rate my Mother. 

All things neceffary were prepar’d: for my Marriage ; the 
Marquefs would have everything fuitable to his Quality. He 
fent me a Cabinet of Jewels and precious Stones, to the value 
of feveral thoufand Crowns. The fatal Day for our Wed- 
ding was fet. Seeing myfelf reduc’d to this Extremity, £ 
took a Refolution which will furptize you, Madam, and de- 
monftrate a great Paffion, ae 

I went to Donna Henrietta ; this Friend had been ever faith- 
ful tome, and threwmyfelf at her Feet, furprizing her by fo 
extraordinary a Carriage: My dear Henrietta, faid 1 to her, 
melting in Tears, there is no Remedy to my Misfortunes, unle/s 
you bave pity on me 3 Donot abandon me, let me conjure you, inthe 
fad Condition I am in: To-morrow I muft marry the Marquefs de 
Los Rios; Ican no longer avoid it. If the Offers of. Friendfoip 
you bave made me, be Proof againft all Tryal, dnd: can make fe 

Re ef fe | capable 


#4 The Lady's Travels into Spain 
capable of 4 generous Refolution, you will not eee to follow my 
Fortune, and to accompany me to Algiers to pay Mendez bis Ran- 
fom, to redeem him from the cruel Slavery he is jn. . You fee me at 
your Feet, continued I, I will never rife till you have given me your 
Word to do what I defire you. She feem’d fo concern’d at my Pof- 
ture, that I arofe to make her anfwer me. She immediately 
embrac’d me with great Teftimonies of Tendernefs: I will re- 
ufe you nothing, my dear Mariana, faid fhe to me, were it my very 
Life ; but you are going to ruin yourfelf, and me with you. How can 
two Girls execute what you projefl 2 Our Age, our Sex, and your 
Beauty, will expofe us to Accidents ; the bare Imagination of which 
makes me tremble : This is certain, we are going to overwhelm our 
Families with Shame and Confufion 3 and if you had made ferious 
Reflettions bercon, it is not pofféble you could have comé to this Refo- 
lution. Ab, barbarous! cry’d I, and more barbarous than be that 
detains my Lover : You forfake me 5 but tho’ lam alone, yet that foall 
mot binder me from purfuing my Point 5 neither can the Afiftance 
you fhould give me, ftand me in much [lead : Remain, remain, T 
confent 5 it is fit I foould depart without any Comfort to affront all 
Dangers : I confefs fuch an Undertaking is fit only for a defperate 
Creature. 

My Reproaches and Tears moved Henrietta : She told me 
my Intereft had oblig’d her as much as her own, to fpeak to 
me as fhe had done: But in fhort, feeing I perfifted in my 
firtRefolution, and nothing could divert me from it, fhe was 
refolved I fhould not go alone ; That if I would be ruled by 
her, we fhould difguife ourfelves ; that fhe would undertake to 

"get two Suits of Men’s Apparel; and as for the reff, it belong’d 


to me to take care of it. [embrac’d her with a thoufand Tefti- | 


monies of Thankfulnefs. 

I afterwards ask’d her, Whether fhe had feen the Jewels 
which the Marquefs had fent me? Iwill bring them, faid Itohers 
to purchafe Mendez’; Ranfom with them. We refolv’d to lofe no 
time ; and we neither of us fail’d in what we had projected. 


Never were two Maidens better difguifed under the Habit | 


of two Cavaliers. We parted that Night, and embark’d our 
_felves without the leaft Obftacle ; but after fome Days fail, 


we were overtaken by fo violent a Storm, as made us defpair of » 


our Safety. In all this Diforder and Peril, I was lefs concern’d 
for myfelf, than for not having compafled my dear Mender’s 
Liberty, and for having engag’d Henrietta to follow my ill For- 
aune: Iris, faidI to her, in embracing her, It is my dear 
Companion, that has rais’ d this Storm 3 were I not on the Sea, it 
mould be calm : My Misfortune follows we whereever Igo. An fine, 

we 
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we having Ween a Day and two Nights in continua] Alarms, 
the Weather chang’d, and we arriv'd at Algiers. 

I was fo glad to fee myfelf in a Condition to deliver Men- 
der, that 1 reckon’d all the Dangers we underwent as nothing : 
But, alas ! what became of me in difembarking, when after all 
the Search which could be made, I perceiv’d there was no 
hope of finding the little Cabinet, wherein I had put all I had 
was moft precious : I found myfelf feiz’d with fuch violent 
Grief, that I thought I fhould have expired before I got out 
of the Veffel. Without doubt this Cabinet, which was little, 
and of which I took but fmall care during the Tempeft, fell 
into the Sea, or was ftole; which ever of thefe two it was, 
1 had a confiderable Lofs, and I had only remaining Jewels 
to the Value of a thoufand Pounds, which I had kept for all 
Events about me. i 
Irefolv’d with this to make a trial with Mendez’s Patron: As 
foon as we were in the Town, we enquir’d out his Houfe, (for 
Melurawas wellknown) and went thither clad as Gentlemen. 
I cannor exprefs to you, Madam, the Trouble I was in draw- 
ing near this Houfe, where I knew my dear Lover languifh’d 
in Chains: What fad RefleGtions did { not make? How did 1 
look when J enter’d the Corfary’s Houfe, and faw Mendez 
chain’d, with feveral others, who wereleading out to work in the 
Field 2 I fhould have fall’n at his Feet, had not Henrietta born 
me up; I no longer knew where I was, nor what Idid: I would 
have fpoken to him, but Grief had fo feiz’d on my Spi. 
sits, that my Tongue could not utter a Word. As to him, 
he beheld me not; he was fo fad and deprefs’d, that he could 
look on no Body ; and one muft love him as much as I did, 
to know him, fo greatly was he chang’d. 
After having been fome time coming to myfelf, I went into 
a low Room, where I was told Meluza was : 1 faluted him, and 
told him the Occafion of my Voyage; that Mendez was my near 
Relation ; that he was undone by the Lofs of a Galeon, and 
his Captivity together, and that “twas out of my own Money 
that I would pay his Ranfom. The Moor appear’d to be a little 
concern’d. It was not his Bufinefs to enquire whence I had my 
Money ; but this he certainly knew, that Mendez was rich; and 
to flew that he would not take all Advantages, he would. 
therefore fet him at twenty thoufand Crowns. | + 
Alas! what would this have been, had I not loft my Jewels 2 
but this was too much in the Condition I was in. In fne, after 
feveral long fruitlefs Diffutes, I took on me immediately a 
Refolution which could only be infpir’d by an gxtream i 
F yes 
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Here’s all I bave, faid I to the Pirate, in giving him niy 
Diamonds, they are not worth what thou demandeft ; take me for 
thy Slave, and be perfwaded thou wilt not keep me long : I am the 
only Daughter of a rich Banker of Seville; keep me for an Hoftage, 
and let Mendez go; be will foow return to Redeem me. The Bar- 
barian was furpriz’d to find me capable of fo generous and 
affectionate a Refolution. Thou art worthy, faid he to me, of 
a better Fortune. Be it [03 I accept the Condition you offer me: I 
aill take care of thee, and be a good Patron to thee. Thou muft 
leave the Habit thou weareft, to put on one agreeable to thy Sex: thou 
foalt keep thy Jewels if thou wilt, I can as well flay for the whole as 
for a part. | 

Donna Henrietta was fo confufed and difmayed at the Bar- 

gain I came from concluding, that fhe could not fufficiently 
exprefs her difpleafure to me ; but in fine, maugre all her Re- 
monftrances and Entreaties, I held firm; and Melura caus’d a 
Slave’s Habit to be brought me, whichI puton. | 

He conduéted me to his Wife’s Chamber, to whom he de- 
livered me, having recounted to her what I had done for my 
Lover’s Liberty. | 

She feemed to be much affected with it, and promifed fhe 
would fhorten the time of my Servitude by all the good 
Treatments fhe could make me. 

At Night, when Mendez returned, Meluxa caufed him to be 
called; telling him, That being of Seville, he would therefore 
fhew him a Slave he had bought, becaufe perhaps he might 
know her. | | 

Immediately I was brought before him ;, Mendez at this 
Sight lofingall Countenance, came andcaft himfelf at my Feet, _ 
and taking my Hands, which he bathed with his Tears, he faid | 
every thing which was moft tender and affeétionate to me. | 
Meluxa and his Wife diverted themfelves, in feeing the diffe- 
rent Emotions of Joy and Grief with which we were agitated :. 
In fine, they informed Mendez of the Obligations he had to: 
me; that he was free, and that I would remain in his place. 
He did whatever could be done to diffwade me from taking 
this Task on me: as, faid he to me, you would bave me load | 
you with my Chains, my dear Miftrefs ; fhall Ibe free, when you: 
are not? Igo then to do for you, what you come from doing for me 5; 
I will fell myfelf, and Redeem you with this Money ; for in fines, 
confider, that fhould I, as foon as I arrive at Seville, find Afiftance, , 
and return again to bring you back, yet how is it pofible for me in: 
the mean time to leave you? Judee bow I can do this, in a time’ 
auberein my Fortune promifes me nothing, and I aim the mot anbap- 


fy 
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py of all Men. I offered againftall the Reafons of T'endernefs o 
my Father, who would foon Redeem me when he knew where 
i was. In fine, I made ufe of all the Power I had over his 
Mind, to make his Advantagé of what I had done in his Fa- 
vour. | 
What fhall EF fay to you, Madam, of our Separation ? It 
was fo dolorous, that Words cannot exprefs what we felt. 
I obliged Henrietta to depart with him, to follicit and prefs 
my Parents to do their Part nr my behalf. 
In thé mean time my Father and Mother were in an uncon- 
ceivable Affliction; and when they perceiv’d my flight, they 
thought they fhould have died with Grief. ! 
… They blam’d themfelves infinitely fot forcing me to marry 
the Marquefs de Los Rios. He was for his part no lefs in De~ 
fpair ; they caufed me to be fearch’d for in vain, in all Places 
where they thought I might have hid myfelf. 

Two whole Years were paft without my receiving any News, 
or Succours from Mendez ; which made me believe with great 
Tikelihood, that both he and Henrietta were caft away on the 
Sea: I had given them all the Jewels which Melua had left 
me; but it was not their Lofs, nor that of my Liberty, which 
À regretted: It was that of my dear Lover and faithful Friend, 
whofe Remembrance continually poffefs’d me, and caufed mean 
unparallel’d Affliction : I could get no Reft nor Health; I wept. 
Day and Night ; I refufed to come out of my Slavery, in neg- 
leéting to fignify to my Father my prefent Condition. 1 with’d 
only for a {peedy Death; which I would have willingly met 
with, to put an end to my Troubles and Mistortunes. _ 

Meluza and his Wife began to pity me ; they did not doubt 
but Mendez was caft away: They treated me lefs cruelly, than 
thefe fort of People are wont to ufe thofe unhappy Wretches 
who fall into their Hands. poo 

One day, as Meluza came from Pyrating, he brought witl» 
him feveral Perfons of both Sexes which he had taken, and 
among the reft, a Young Waqman of fome Quality of Sevilles 
and whom I knew. This Sia renewed my Grief: She was 
much furpriz’d to find me in this fad Place. We affeétionate- 
ly embraced one another: And obferving a deep Silence 3 Hote 
mow, beautiful Mariana, faid fhe to me, are you fo indifferent des 
avards your Relations and Country, that you have no Curiofity to make 
any Enquiries about them? 1 lifted up mine Eyes to Heaven in 
“uttering a deep Sigh; I intreated her to tell me, If ’twere 
‘known where Mendex and Henrietta were loft? Who bas sold 
you they are lof? reply’d the; fe are at Seville, where shey 
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fead a very happy Life. Mendez bas re-eftablifht bis Affairs, and 
makes it bis great Delight and Honour to publifb in all Places the Ex- 
tream Obligations be bas to Henrietta. Perbaps you are ignorant » 
continued fhe, that Mendez was taken and made a Slave by the 
Algerines: This generous young Woman dilguifed herfelf, and came 
hither to redeem. him; but be has not been uugrateful, for be bas mar- 
‘ sied her. There is a moft charming Union between them, Hymen 
bas not banifh’d Love in their Particular. | 
As fhe was yet {peaking, fhe perceiv’d my Countenance to 
alter on a fudden, and that I was ready tofaint: My Strength 
fail’d me, mine Eyes clofed, and I funk down between her 
Arms: She was greatly troubled at this; fhecall’d my Com-: 
_ panions, who put me to bed, and endeavoured to recover me: 
trom this piteous Condition. | 
This young Woman greatly concerned herfelf for me, and. 
when I came to my felf, I began tocomplain ; Luttered Sighs: 
and Groans able to move a Rock. ; 
Meluza was affected at the Recital of fuch a worfe than bar-: 
barous Inftance of Treachery 5 and without any notice tome; 
he inform’d himfelf by his new Slave of my Father’s Naire, 
and immediately wrote to him what he knew of my Misfortunes.. 
Thefe Letters were like to have been the Death of my Mo-- 
ther; fhe could notimagine thatI could bein Chains at Eighteen: 
Years of Age, without fheddinga Torrent of Tears: But thatt 
which augmented her Grief, was the diforder of my Father's: 
Affairs ; feveral confiderable Bankrupts had ruined him; his: 
Credit was gone, and it was impoffible for him to procure the: 
20000 Crowns which Meluza demanded for my Ranfom. 
_ The Generous Marquefs de Los Rios heard this News, came: 
to my Father, and ofter’d him what lay in his Power : Ido not! 
do this, faid he, ix defign to force your Daughter's Inclinations when: 
foe fhall be bere 3 I fall love her always, but I will never difpleale: 
ber. .My Father having no other way of Relief, thankfully 
accepted of what was offered him; and in a word, embark’dl 
himfelf, and happily arrived at Algiers, in the ‘Time when Il 
thought only of dying. | | 
He forbore allthofe Reproaches I deferv’d ; he redeem’d me,, 
and, at my Intreaty, this young Woman of Seville, for a mode-- 
rate Ranfom. We return’d together, and my Motherreceiv’dl 
me with fuch Joy as is impoffible to be exprefs’d. I anfweredi 
hereto as much as was poilible ; but I carried always in myy 
Heart, Madam,the fatal Stroke which had wounded me: What-- 
ever my Reafoncould reprefent tome, was not fufficient to eface? 
out of my Remembrance, the Image of the Traytor Mendez. 
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I faw the Marquefs de Los Ries: He dared not mention the 
Inclinations he fill had towards me ; but I had fuch preffing 
Obligations to him, that Gratitude made me do for him, what 
my Inclinations would have made me do for another. 

‘I gave him my Hand, and he his to me, with fuch Affec- 
tion, as if he had no folid Matter of Complaint againft me. 
: In fine; I married him, and apprehending left I fhould fee 
Mendez, that ungrateful Wretch, to whom I owe fuch Horror; 
and for whom I had fo little, I prayed the Marquefs we 
might dwell in the Country-Houfe he had near Seville. 

He ever approved of what I lik’d: He would have my Fa- 
ther and Mother retire ; he leffened the fad Condition of their 
Fortune, by confiderable Liberalities: And I may truly fay, 
there never was a greater Soul. Judge, Madam, of all the Re- 
proaches I made my Heart for its not being fo tender tohim as 
it ought to have been: It was not in my Power to forget Men- 
dex, and I always felt new Regrets, when I learnt his Felicity 
with the unfaithful Henrietta. pia 

Having paft two Years in a continual watching over my felf, 
that I might do nothing but what was agreeable to my Huf- 
band, Heaven deprived me of him, of this Generous Huf- 
band: And he did for me in thefe laft Moments, what he had 
already heretofore done, giving me all he had, with fuch Tefti- 
monies of Efteem and Affection, as much enhanced the Price 
of the Gift: He made me the richeft Widow of Ardaloufias 
but he could not make me the happiett. 

“I would not return to Seville, where my Parents would have 
had me been; and to avoid it, I pretended a Journey farther 
into the Country, to lock after fome part of my Eftate. I fet 
out ; but there being a particular Fatality in whatever relates 
to me, in arriving at an Inn, the firft Object which ftruck my 
Sight, was the unfaithful Mendez : He was in deep Mourning, 
and had loft nothing of whatever made me heretofore fancy 
him too Lovely. It is impoflible to ex refs the Condition I 
was in; for endeavouring to get fpeedily from him, I found 
myfelf fo weak and trembling, that I fell at his Feet. Al- 
though he knew me not at that Inftant, yet he earneftly endea- 
voured to raife me up; but the great Veil, under which I was 
concealed, flying open, what became of him in feeing me? 
He remained no lefs confufed than I was: He would have 
drawn near to me: But cafting a furious Look on him; Dareft 
thou, perjured Wretch ! faid I to him, dareff thou approach me ! 
Art thou not afraid of tbe: juft Punifoment of thy Perfidioufne]s? 
He was fome time without anfwering me, and I was about 
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leaving him, when he ftopt me: Confound and querubeln mé 
avith “Reproaches, Madam, {aid he to me: Give me the wort an 
mot perfidious Names as is poftble 3 they cannot be more than I de- 
ferve; But my Death fhall [oon revenge your Quarrel: T ought ta 
die with Sorrow for having betray’d yous and if I regret any thing 
in dying, it is only the having one Life to lofe to expiate all the Crimes 
jou can jufily accufe me of. He appeared to me much affected 
in ending thefe Words. And would to Heavens his Repen: 
tance were really fufficient and true; I would not hazard a 
long Converfation with him. I left him, difdaining to return 
him an Anfwer. And this Mark of Contempt and Slighting 
was, without doubt, more fenfible to him, than all the Re- 
proaches I might have made him. ee | 

He had fome time fince loft his Wife, that unfaithful 
Creature, who had help’d him to revolt againft all the Ofi- 
ces of Love, Honour, and Gratitude. And from that time 
he followed me every where: He was like a complaining 
Shadow, ever faften’d to my Feet’; for he became fo lean, pale, 

- and changed, that he was no longer diable Heavens ! 
Madam, what Violence did I not offer my felf, in continuins 
to ill treat him: F found at laft, I wanted Strength to velit 
the Weaknefs of my Heart, and the Afcendant this Wretch 
had over me. Rather than to commit fo fhameful an Of 
fence, and to forgive him, I parted for Madrid, where 1 have 
Relations, and fought among them a Shelter againft the Vio- 
lence of mine own Inclinations. . 

I was not there long but Mendez found me out : I muft con- 
fefs to you, I was not heartily difpleafed at his Attendance on 
me : But, maugre my Inclination towards him, I put ona firm 
Refolution to avoid him, feeing I could not fincerely hate 
him ; and unknown to every Body, I took the Road to Burgos, 
where Tam going to cloyfter my felf witha Religiofe there,, 
my Friend. I flatter myfelf, Madam, with the Hopes of 
finding more Reft there, than I have hitherto met with. | 

The Beautiful Marchionefs here held her Peace: And I 
teftified to her my particular Acknowledgments for the Fa- 
vour fhe had done me: I affured her of the Part I took in 
her Adventures... J conjur’d her to write to me, and to let me: 
heat from her at Madrid; and fhe promifed it me in the moft 
obliging manner as is poflible. . 

We found the next Morning we could not fet out, it having 
Inowed all the Night, and no Path appearing on the Ground 3, 
but we wanted not Company to pafs the time in Play and Dif-. 
courfe, Having been three Days with the Marchionefs de Los 

| : Rios,, 
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Rios, without any Wearinefs at theLength of the Time, thro° 
the Pleafure I had of feeing and hearing her talk, (for the is 
gne of the moft lovely Women in the World) we parted 
with a mutual Regret 5 and it was not without doubling our 
Promifes of writing to, and feeing one another hereafter. 

+ The, Weather mended, and I continued on my Journey to 
Lerma: Wehad travers’d dreadful Mountains, which bear the 
Name of Stenra de Cogollos ; and it was not without great trouble 
we got thither: This Town is {mall ; the has given her Name 
to the famous Cardinal de Lerma, Chief Minifter to Philip HI. 
Te is from him that Phil IV. took the great Revenues he had 
received from the King'his Mafter. Hereisa Caftle, which I 
will {ee to-morrow, and of which I fhall give you an Account 
inmynext. Iam told an extraordinary Expreis is arriv’d, and 
will fet out to-night: I will lay hold of this Opportunity of 
fending to you, and ending this long Letter ; for in truth, Lam 
tired both with the Way, and withWriting ; but I fhall never 
be weary of loving vou, + ES 0 


… From Lerma, 
Mar. 5.1679, 


A Relation of a Voyage to Spain, in [e- 
cepa panties. “PAR re IL 


, | LE LTER VS: 
MN AVY Lak was fo long, and I was fo weaty when I ended 
M it, that I could not add fome Particulars, which pro- 
~~ bably might not-have been unwelcome to you: 1 
proceed then (dear Kinfwoman) to recount them, feeing yoy 
fo much defired it. gt J 
I arrived late at Lerma, and refolv’d to tarry fome time to 
fee the Caftle, which the Svaniards fo highly efteem, that they 
prize it next the Efcurial ; “and it is indeed a very fine Place. 
The Cardinal de Lerma, Philip the Third’s Favourite, was its 
Founder. It ftands on the Side of an Hill, and in your Way to 
it; you muft pafs through a fpacious Place, furrounded with 
Arches and Galleries.. ‘This Caftle confifts of four vatt Piles 
of Building, which make. a compleat Quadrangle, of two 
Ranges of Porches within the Fous, which are near as high a 
mm F 3 the 
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the Roof, and hinder the Apartments from Profpeéts on that 
Side. The Windows of all the Chambers look forward into the 
Country ; the Rooms are fpacious, and the Lodgings very fine, 
and curioufly gilt. ‘There are a prodigious number of them, 
and very well furnifh’d, Near the Caftle you havea great Park, 
which extends itfelf along the Plain, thro’ which runs a River, 
and feveral leffer Springs: On the Side of the River there are 
Rows of great Trees, and not far hence a Wood ; fo that, Ibe- 
lieve, in fine Weather this is a delightful Place. | 
The Keeper of the Caftle ask’d me, Whether I would fee the 
Religiofes, whofe Convent is adjoining thereunto? Itold him, 
moft willingly; fo that he made us pafs thro’a Gallery, ar the 
end of which you meet with a Grate, which reaches from top 
to bottom. ‘The Abbefs, having been advertifed of it, came 
here, with feyeral Religiofes ; who were very entertaining, 
handfome, witty and young ; difcourfing with great Exaétnefs 
of every thing. I was not weary of their Converfation, when a 
young Girl came, and whifpered the Abbéfs in the Ear ; who 
afterwards told me, there wasa Lady of great Quality, who 
had retired into their Houfe, being the Daughter of Dox Max- 
drica de Lara, Count de Valine, and eldeft Son to the Duke de 
‘Naxara; That fhe was a Widow of Don Francifco Fernandez. de 
Caftro, Count de Lemos, Grandee of Spain,and Duke de Taurefano 5 
That when fhe knew of French Ladies paffing through Lerma, 
fhe was greatly defirous of entertaining them. J made anfwer, , 
I fhould be glad of the Honour of feeing her: Whereupon this 
young Girl'was fent to her. | ERS Rae 
_ ‘This Lady foon came in a Drefs ufed by the Spaniards this 
hundred Years: She had a kind of Pattens on, or rather Stilts, 
which made her look prodigious tall, fo that fhe was fain to 
lean on two Perfons Shoulders when fhe movéd. She leaned. 
likewife on two Daughters of the Marquefs del Carpio ; one of 
them is of a very fair Complexion, which is rare in this Coun- - 
try, and the other’s Hair is as black as Jet. Their Beauty fur-. 
prized me, and they wanted only, in my Mind, to be a little: 
fat. Butthis is not reckon’d a Defe& in this Country, whére: 
they fancy Leannefs fo much, that they defire only to have Skin) 
and Bone. The fingular Drefs of the Countefs de Lemos ap-- 
ae to me fo extraordinary, that I could hardly get mine: 
Eyes off of it. She wore a kind of Black Sattin Gold-embroi-- 
dered Bodice, and buttoned with great Rubies of confiderable: 
Value, This Bodice came down from her Neck juft like a. 
Doublet ; her Sleeves were ftrait, with large Wings about her 
_ phoylders, and other Sleeves hanging aslow asher Gown,which | 
ap di RU te ah AT | * were! 
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were faften’d on each Side with Rofes of Diamonds: She had - 
a dreadful Fardingal, which hinder’d her from fitting, other- 
wife than on the Ground. ‘She wore a Ruff, and feveral Chains — 
of great Pearlsand Diamonds: Her Hair was white, which fhe — 
hid under a Coverture of black Lace, for fhe was no lefs than 
475 Years old. She feemed to me to have been a great Beauty 
in her time ; her Face had not a Wrinkle, and her Eyes were 
fill fparkling ; and her White and Red Paint became her very 
well: Her Wit and Perfonage, as I have been told, were not a 
little famous in the World. IT look’d upon her as a curious 
Piece of Antiquity. W. 10: Se 

She told me, fhe had the Honour to accompany the Infanta 
when fhe efpoufed Lewisthe Thirteenth: 'Fhat fhe became ac- 
quainted with the Prince of Conde when he was in Flanders, and 
the Queen of Sweden came thither. You have feen this Queen, 
faid Lro ber, interrupting ber 5 be pleas’d, Madam, to favour me 
with a Relation of fome Particulars of her Humour. 
~ You muft know then, faid foe, that the King of Spain fent 
Don Antonio Pimentel in Quality of an Ambaflador to Stockbolnr, 
to difcover, as much as in him lay, the Intentions of the Swedes. 
They had been long Enemies to the Houfe of 4ujtria, and it was 
not doubted but: they would make new Attempts to thwart 11 
in the Defigit of making the Emperor’s Son King of the Romans ; 
Pimentel was charged to curry on this Affair with great Cir- 
cumfpeftion. \ He was a gallant, witty and handfome Perfon 3 
and he fucceeded better than could be expected. He immedi- 
ately difcover’d the Queen’s Genius, and eafily made himfelf 
her Confident. He foon perceiv’d fhe was mightily charmed 
with Novelties ; and that of the Crowd of Strangers which 
fhe drew-to the Court, the laft come was the moft favour’d. 
He made it his Task to pleafe her; and gain’d fo far on her 
Affections, that he became inform’d by herfelf of the moft fe- 
cret Affiirs, and which fhe ought the moft to conceal from 
him. But what cannot he do, who has founda Way to the: 
Heart? The Queen was fo inclin’d to him, that he became the 
fole Difpofer of the Affe@tions of this Princefs ; and by this 
means was able to write to the Emperor, and to the Elettors, 
things fo certain and agreeable, as made them eafily judge, 
that the Queen of Swedeland’s Council had no part in the De- 
élaration fhe made in favour of the King of Hungary. ‘ 
This Intrigue being at an end, ’twas thought the King would 
recall Pimentel, there appearing no occafion requiring the Pre- 
fence of an Amb2ffador: But if it were needlefs for the King 
of Spain, that he fhould remain at Stockkolm, twas not the fame 
& : F 4 with 
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with the Queen, fhenegleéting nothing whereby to-retain bim 
near her. He attended where-ever fhe went fince ; and many, 
who were led by outward Appeurances, judged, when fhe left 
the Crown to her Coufin, fhe did it with great Satisfaction, 
~becaufe fhe did i withdry Eyes, and had the Courage io ha- 

rangue the States, with great Force and Eloquence ; but the 
People were greatly miftaken in the fecret Motives of this 
:Princefs. Her Soul at that time was pierced with the moftlive- 
ly Sorrow; fhe was not a little griev’d to yield to the Prince 
Palatine a Scepter, which fhe thought herfelf worthy to wield 
alone, and of which fhe was lawful Heirefs. 

This Prince had the Addrefs to get it declar’d, that if fhe 
married, fhe fhould chufe him for her Husband, — | 
As foon as this Declaration was made, fhe began to feel the 

weight of the Subjeétion wherein fhe was plac’d; and on the 
other hand, the People did not well relifh the being govern’d by 
a Woman. They infifted more on her Defeéts, than they 
minded her Virtues, The Prince contributed under-hand there- 
to ; and the Queen, who was penetrating, foon perceiv'd it 5 
fhe obferv'd the Inclination the People had to him, and the 
Wifhes which were made to fee him on the Throne: She grew 
every day more and more jealous of this, and pafs’d from hence 
fuch a deadly Hatred, that’twas impoflible for her to ftop the 
Courfe of it. The Prince’s Prefence becamefo infupportable ta 
her, that perceiving it, he withdrew into an Ifland which be- 
. Jong'd to him: But he fet not out till he had left good Me- 
moins to his Creatures againft the Queen’s Condu&, 

: When fhefaw, herfelf deliver’d from an Objeét, whofe Sight 


was fo great an Eye-fore, the drew off her Mind from the too 


intent Purfuit of the Affairs of the Kingdom, and gave way to 
her Inclinations to Books. Her marvellous Wit made, in a 
Mort time, admirable Progreffes in the moft profound Sciences ; 


but thefe were not fo needful to her asa good Conduct in the 
Management of her Honour and Intereft, It often happen’d — 


that having {pent feveral days in her Study, fhe would CHRESS 
fifgufted with her Books ; faying, They were goodfor nothing 


but to wafte the Spirits, and miflead Men’s Judgments. When 


the Great Men of the Court faw her in this Dilpofition, they 
approach’d her with more Familiarity, and then the whole 


Bufinefs was to follow the Pleafures of Love, of Plays, Balls, 


_ Tumeys, Huntings, and all otherDiverfions.. She gaye up her- 
{elf entirely to them, and nothing could bring her off them 5 
but fhe added to this Defect that of enriching Strangers, at 


the Expence of her own Subjects, sf 
: : = 4 we $ . $e iV o ] { the 


The Ladys Travels into Spain: ~~ &s 
he Swedes begantomurmurat this; andthe Queen was ad. 
vertis’d of it: Their Complainis appear’d to be unjuft, andlits 

tle refpectful ; and being not a little offended atthem, fhe was — 
founwife, as to take vengeance on herfelf. In effect, at the 
time when ’twas leait expected, and when fhe was in a Condi- 
t'on to find lefs violent Remedies, fhe abandon’d, atone ftroak, 
her Crown and Kingdom to her Coufin : To this Coufin, I fay, 
whom fhe was fo far from loving, that fhe wifh’d him all the 
ill fhe was able; and yet to whom fhe did {fo much good, fhe 
thought ’twas impoflible for any to penetrate into the Motives 
of this. She pretended by this great ftroak of Generofity, ‘to. 
diftinguifh herfelf among the Heroines of ‘the moft fa- 
mous Ages: But in effect, the Conduét fhe held afterwards, 
diftinguifh’d her only to her Difadvantage. . i, 
_ She was feen to fet out from Swedeland in: a very add Drefs 
for a Woman, with a kind of Juftau Corps, a fhort Petticoat; with 
Boots and Cravat, in a Perriwig, a Hat cover’d with Feathers, 
and this Perriwig ty’dup in a lock behind, which feem'dthen 
very ridiculous. She forbad all her Women to follow her, 
chufing only Mento ferve her, and.attend her. She was wont 
ordinarily to fay, ‘That fhe did not love Men as Men, but 
-becaufe they were not Women: So that fhe feem’d to haye 
renounced her Sex in renouncing her States, although fhe 
had fometimes fuch Weakneffles, as would have made the 
meaneft Women afham’d, 1 
The trufty Pimentel pafs'd over into Flanders with her, and I 
being then there, continues foe, 1 {aw him arrive. He procur’d 
me the Honour to kifs her Hand, and there needed no lefsthan 
his Credit to obtain this; for fhe fent word ro all the Ladies © 
of Bruffels and Antwerp, fhe would excufe them for their. Vifits : 
Yet fhe receiv’d me very well, and the little fhe {aid to me, 
appear’ d full of Wit and extraordinary Vivacity ; but fhe 
{wore at every turn like a Soldier, and her Words and Aétions 
were fo free, not to fay fo difhoneft, that were it not for her 
Rank, her Perfon would have been little regarded. hat 
She fpake before every Body of. the paffionate Defire fh 
had to fee the Prince of Conde; that his great Actions had 
charm’d her, and that fhe was defirous to learn the Trade of 
War under him. The Prince had no lefs Defireto fee her, than 
fhe teftify’d to fee him. In the midft of this mutual Impati- 
_ence, the Queen ftopp’d on a fudden on fome Formalities and 
Steps which fhe refufed totake, when he fhould come to fa- 
Jute her. Thefe Reafons hinder’d her from feeing him withthe 
ufual Ceremonies, But one day, when the Queen’s Chamber 
« te ores oes | | was. 
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was full of Courtiers, the Prince flipt therein ; whether fhe 
had feen his Picture, or that his Martial Air had diftinguifl’d 
him from others, fhe had fingled him out, and knew 
him. She would immediately hereupon have teftified as much 
to him, by extraordinary Civilities. He prefently retired, and 
fhe followed toconduc&t him. Then he ftopt, and contented 
himself with faying thefe Words, Zither All, or Nothing. Some 
few Days after, an Interview was fet on foot to be between 
them in the Mallin the Park at Braffels, where they {pake to- 
gether with great Civility and much Coldnefs. | | 
As to Don Antonio Pimentel, the Favours fhe has had for 
him, have made noife enough to come to your Ears; and if you 
be ignorant of them, Madam, I believe I ought not to under- 
take to learn you the Particulars, of which perhaps I myfelf 
may have been ill informed. She held her Peace, and I made 
my Profit of this Moment to thank her for her Complaifance 
in giving me an Account of a Queen, who has ever given me 
fuch a Curiofity. She ask’d me afterwards, whether I had 
feen the Caftle of Lerma? He that built it, [aid foe, was Fa: 
vourite to Philipthe Third, whofe Death happen’d very {trange- 
ly. This Prince, continued fhe, was writing Letters in his Clo- 
fet; and it being very cold that day, they had placed very near 
him a quick Fire of Coals, whofe Reverbération ftruck fo 
much on his Face, that he was all in Water, as if a great 
Mae of it had been pour’d on his Head. ‘Fhe Eafinefsof his 
‘Temper hindered him from complaining, and even {peaking of 
it ; for he never found fault with any Thing. The Marquefsde 
Pobar having obferv’d the Incommodioufnefs which the King 


received by. this extream Heat, advertifed the Duke de Alva’s 


Gentleman of his Chamber of it, to the end he might remove’ 
the Fire away: He reply’d, It was not his Office, and that the 
Duke Duefda ought to be made acquainted with it, whofe pro- 


per Bufinefs it was. ‘The Marquefs de Pobar being troubled: 
to fee the King thus fuffer, and not nani himfelf to éafe him, — 


for fear of invading another’s Province, left the Fire ftill in its 
Place; but he fent to give notice of it to the Duke Due/da, who 
was by Misfortune gone near Madrid to fee a ftatély Houfe he 
was there building. Word was brought of this again to the Mar, 
quefs de Pobar, who Bala again to the Duke de Alva the 
taking away the Fire. Buthe found him inflexible hereunto, 
_ and he rather to fend into the Country to the Duke Duefda ; 
fo that before he was come, the King was almoft fpent, and that 
very Night he fell into a violent Fever, accompanied with an 
Eryfipelas, which inflamed, and the Inflammation degenerated 
into the Purples, which caufed his Death. 4 


The Ladys Travels into Spain. 87 
. T muft confefs, faid foe, that having feen, when I was abroad | 
in the World, other Courts befides out own, E could not for- 
bear blaming thefe kind of Ceremonies and Punétilio’s which 
hinder the taking of one ftep fafter than another, tho’ Life de- 
| pended thereon. The old Countefs of Lénios loved to talk, and 
continuing her Difcourfe, among other Natnes, mentioned 
that of the Count de Villa Mediana. I have heard, faid I, inter« 
rupting ber, that this Gentleman, being one Day inthe Church 
of Our Lady dé Arocha, and finding there à Religiofus,who begged 
for the Souls in Purgatory, he gave them a Piece of four Pounds. 
Ab my Lord, faid the good Father, vou have now delivered a 
Soul. "The Count drew out again a like Piece, and put it into 
the Bafon. Here’s, continued the Religio/w, another Soul delive- 
red : He gave him in this Manner fix, one after another, and at | 
the dropping of each Piece, the Moek cry’d, Here’s a Soul deli- 
wered from Purgatory. Will yeu be pofiive in it? reply’d the 
Count. Yes, my Lord, reply'd the Monk, I am cérrain they are 
now in Heaven. Give me now then back again my fix Pieces, Laid 
he, for they frnify nothing to you, feeing the Souls are already got 
to Heaven; there’s no Danger of their returning again to Purgatory. 
It was as you relate, added the Countefs, but he took not again 
his Money, for this would have been among us an horrid Saeri- 
lege. - And I knew a Man of good Quality, who being much 
behind in the World, yet when he was dying, would have 
fifteen thoufand Maffes to be faid for him. His laft Will was 
executed, and his poor Creditors defrauded ; for how juft fo- 
ever their Debts be, they can expect to receive nothing, tillfuch 
time as all the Maffes which are left in the Will be faid. And 
this has givén occafion to that common Saying among us, That 
fuch a one bas made bis Soul his Hei 5 whereby is meant, that he 
has left his Eftate to the Church to fay Prayers for him. 

King Philip the IV. ordered in his Willan Hundred thoufand 
Maffes to be faid for him; farther declaring, That fhould he 
ceafe needing them, they fhould ferve for his Father and Mo- 
ther; and in cafe they were got to Heaven, they fhould be ap- 
ply’d to the Souls of thofe who were flain in the Wars of Spain, 
~ But what I have already told you of the Count de Villa Me- 
diana, brings to my mind, that he being one day at Church 
with Queen Elizabeth, he faw a gréat deal of Money on the 
Altar, which was givén for the Souls in Purgatory. He drew 
neat, and took it up in his Hand; faying, My Love will laft for 
ever, my Pains will be likewife Eternal: Thole of the Soulsin Purga- 
tory will bave anend ; Alas! mine will never end, This Hope comforts 
them; As for me, I am without Hope and Comfort, fo that thefe 
RE EER d'en UTC Chatte 
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Charittes are more due to me, than they. However, he took no- 
thing away, only ,fpeaking thefe Words, as an occafion to 
bring in his Paffion before this beautiful Queen, who was 
there prefent : For in effect, his was fo violent for her, that 
there is fome reafon to think fhe was not wholly infenfible of 
it, if her rigid Virtue had not preferv’d her Heart againft the 
Count’s Merit. He was young, well fhap’d, handfome, brave, 
magnificent, gallant and witty. Every Body knows how heap- 
pear’d'to his Misfortune in a Carofel at Madrid, with a Suit em- 
broider’d with Pieces of new Money, call’d Realles, and which 
he bore for a Device; : ue Sr HAT eee 


Le MIS AMORES SON REALLES 


making anallufion to the word Realles, which 1s to fay Royal, 
with the Paffion he had for the Queen. ‘This is finer in Spaxi/b, 
and fignifies in Englifh, My Love is Royal.’ PER Gace ae 
The Count Duke de Olevarez, the King’s Favourite,-and the 
fecret. Enemy to the Queew and the Count, made his Mafter 
take notice of the Boldnefs of the Subject, who dar’d, even in 
his Prefence, declare the Sentiments hehad for the Queen ; and 
in this moment he perfwaded the King to be reveng’d on him. 
An, Occafion was waited for which would make no Noife. But 
here is what haften’d his Ruine: Applying his. Mind only to 
divert the Queen, he wrote a Comedy which every Body likes 5 — 
and the Queen, more ‘than others; found.therein fuch : moving 
and delicate Stroaks , that fhe would act“a Partin it herfelf 
on the King’s Birth-Day. It was the Amorous Count, who ma- 
nag’d and took.care of the Feftival: He order’d the Cloaths, 
and provided Machines, which coft him above Thirty. thou- 
fand Crowns... Hehad caus’d a great Cloud to be painted, un- 
der which'the Queen was conceal’d in a Machine. He ftood 
very near) it, and at-a’-céertainSign he gave a Man who was 
faithful to. him; he fet fire to the Linen-work of the Cloud. 
The whole Houle, valu’d atan Hundred thoufand Crowns, was 
ina manner confuin’d.; but he comforted himfelf, when ma- 
king. his Advantage of, this favourable Opportunity, he took 
his Sovereign in his Arms,. ¢arry’d her into. a little by-place, 
and there ftole from her, fome Favours and that which is 
much taken notice of in this Country, is, that he touch’d her 
Foot. A little Page who faw him, inforaid the Count Duke of 
it; he did not doubt when he faw.the Fire,. but this was 
an effeét of the Count’s Paffion. He.made fuch an exact En- 
quiry; that he laid before the King certain Proofs of it 5 and 


bis 
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his Proofs fo, Greatly enraged the King, that °tis pretended he 
caufed him to be fhot with a Piftol one night, as he was in 
his Coach with Don Lewis de Haro. | ne 
_ Here’sa very Tragical End, fuid I'to ber, interrupting ber, But 
whilft, /aid fhe, 1 am {peaking to you of Philip the F ourth, I 
cannot but I muff tell you, that he was vehemently in love 
with the Dutchefs Dalburkerke. : He could never meet with a 

favourable Opportunity of Entertaining her. ‘The Duke her. 
Husband kept ftrict Guard over her, and the more Obflacles 
the King met with, the more his Defires increafed ; but when 
Night came, and when he was at Play, he feign’d to call to. 
mind he had a Letter to write of the greateft Confequence. _ 
He call'd the Duke Dalburkerke, who was in his Chamber, and 
defired him to take his Place, and continue his Game. He 
immediately hereupon enter’d into his Clofet, difguifed him- 
felf, and went down by Back-ftairs, and came to the young 
Dutchefs, with the Count Duke his Favourite. 

The Duke Dalburkerke, whofe Mind ran on his Domeftick 
Interefts more than on his Game, eafily believed his Mafter 
would not have committed it to him, without fome fecret De- 
fign. He began then to complain of an horrid Colick, and 
uttering Cries, and making Faces enough to fright one, he gave 
the Cards to another, and without any flop ran home. TheKing 
had only juft arrived there without any Train ; he was thenin 
the Court, and feéing the Duke come, he hid himfelf: But 
there is nothing fo clear-fighted as a Jealous Husband. He per- 
ceiv'd the King ; and being not willing to have Lights brought — 
that he might not be obliged to acknowledge him, he made up 
to him with a great Cane which he commonly walked with: 
Ha! Ha: Villain, faid he to him, thou comet to rob my Houfe ; and. 
without more Words, he laid on him with all his Strength. 
The Count Duke was no more {pared, who fearing left worfe 
might happen, cry’d out feveral times, ’Twas the King, to ftop 
the Duke’s Fury : But this was fo far from effecting it, that he 
redoubled his Blows bothon the Prince and his Miniiter ; crying 
in his turn, That this was a flroak of the greateft Infolence, tomake 
afe of bis Majefty’s Name and bis Favourites in Juch an occafion 3 that 
be could find in bis Heart to fend them to the Palace, becaufe he well knew 
the King would canfetbem tobe hang’d. In all this Fray the King {aid 
not a Word, and at length got away half mad, in having receiv’d 

fo many Blows, and not one Favour from his Miftrefs. 
Pr) hie daha no ill Confequences to the Duke Dalburkerke ; 
but on the contrary, the King, being cured of his Love to the 
Dutchefs; made a Jeft of it fame time after. I know not ee 
: ther 
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ther I do not abufe your Patience by the Length df this Conver- 
fation, added the Countefs de Lemos ; and I fall irifenfibly into 
the Defect of Perfons of my Age, who forget themfelves when 
they tell of things done in their ume. I {aw fhe was for reti- 
ring ;, and having again thank’d her for the Honour fhe had 
done me, I took my leave of her, andreturn’d to my Inn. _ 
The Weather was fo foul, that we with great Difficulty 
fet out; but being refoly’d on it, we march’d as long as the 
- Day lafted, falling down and getting up.as well as we could, 
We could hardly fee four Paces before us ; the Storm was fo 
great, that it blew off feveral Stones off the Rocks, which fell 
into our Way, and hurt one of our Company ; he had been 
kill’d, had he not ftept on one fide. In fine, after having made 
about eight Leagues, according to our reckoning, we were 
much aftonifh’d to find ourfelves at the Gates of Lerma, with- 
out having advanc’d, or gone back. Wehad ftill turn’d about 


the Town, without perceiving it, as it were by Enchantment 5 


fometimes farther, fometimes nearer ; and we were all of us 
not a little out of humour at having taken fo much Pains to 
fo little purpofe. ny 

The Hoftefs, tranfported at the fight of us, fhe who could 
have been glad with all her Heart we fhould thus travel as long 
as we liv’d, to return to lye at her Houfe every Night, tarried 
for me at the top of her little Stair-cafe. She told me, fhe was 
very forry fhe could not let me have my Room again, but would 
give me another commodious enough, and that mine was taken 


up by a Sgrora, the greateft in Spain. Don Fernand ask’d her 


name ; fhe told him, fhe was call’d Donna Eleanora of Toledo ; 
he as foon inform’d me fhe was hisnearKinfwoman. He could 
not comprehend by what Chance fhe fhould come there. 

To be fatisfy’d inthe Matter, he fent his Gentlemen to make 
her a Compliment, and to know, whether his Vifit would not 
be troublefome ? She fent word, fhe had a great Satisfaction 


at this happy Meeting, and that he would do her a great deal 


of Honour. He went up immediately to her Chamber, and 
was informed by her of feveral Particulars which related to 
him. He came afterwards to me, and told me very civilly, 
that were not Donna Eleanora exceflive weary and indifpofed , 
fhe would have given me the firft Vifit. I in fhort defired 
him to conduétme to her Chamber, where fhe received me ina 
moft obliging manner ; and I obferv’d, in the fir moment of 
our Converfation, that fhe had a great deal of Wit and Polite- 
nefs. I found her very neat and handfome ; her Eyes were 
lively and fo gliftering, that one cou’d not, without Pain, ensure 

| J their 
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their Brightrefs. Dow Fernand told her who was, and that I 
went to fee "one of my near Relations at Madrid. Her Name 
was not unknown to her, no more than her Perfon: She told 
me, “twas not long fince the King had made her Titularia and 
Marchione/s of Cafiile. 1 fhould be greatly obliged to you, Ma- 
dam, faidIto ber, interrupting her, if you would be pleafed to 
“give me fome account of this Title ; fhe having mentioned it 
in her Letters, without explaining to me what it means, no 
more than that of Grandee, &c. at | 
_  fhall take a Pleafure to inform you of what I know, replied 
Donna Eleanora; and I have always heard, that in the time of 
the firft Kings, Doviedo, de Galicia and Auftria, they were elected 
by the Prelates of the Kingdom, and by the Ricos-homes. Thefe 
Lords having not yet obtain’d the Title of Dukes, Marqueffes 
and Counts, which diftinguifh them from Gentlemen ; they were 
called Ricos-homes, which were as the Grandces of Spain now. 
The Ricos-bomes ftood cover’d before the King, enter’d among 
the States, and ha their A€tive and Paflive Voice. And the 
Tituladv’s at prefent, are the fame which were then call’d R:- 
cos-bomes 5 but their Privileges are not fo large, and moft of © 
thefe Honours, as I fhall tell you, have been referv’d to the 
Grandees of Spain. ‘The Titulado’s may have a Canopy or Cloth 
of State in their Chamber, a Coach in Madrid with four Hor- 
fes, with /os tiros larges, which are long Traces of Silk which 
faften the laft Horfes to the foremoft. When there are Butll- 
Feafis, they have Balconies in the great Place, where their 
Wives are regaled with Baskets full of Sweet-meats, Gloves, 
Ribbands, Fans, Silk-Hofe, and this at the King or Town's 
Charge, which gives the Feaft. They have their Seat fet out 
in their Ceremonies; and when the King makes a Titulade, Mar- 
_queis of Caffile, 4rragon, or Granada, he enters into the States of 
re Kingdom. 
As to the Graudees, there are three different Ranks of them ; 
and the Manner in which the King fpeaks to them in makin 
them, diftinguifhes them. The one are thofe whom he bids be 
covered, Without adding any thing thereto: Their Grandure is | 
only fix’d to their Perfon, and is not conferv’d to their Family. 
The others, whom the Kg qualifies with the Title of one 
of their Lands: As for Example, Duke or Marques of fuch a 
Place, Cover yourfelf, for you, and for yours are Grandees in à 
more advantageous manner than the firft ; becaufe their Gran- 
dure being fix’d to their Eftates, paffes to their eldeft Son ; 
and if they have none, to their Daughter or Heir. 
The laft are not cover’d till after they have fpoken hy the 
ng 3 
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King ; and the difference between thefe is obferved in faying,, 
They are Grandees for Life, or in their Race. It is farther to be: 
obferved, That there are fome whom the King makes be co-- 
vered before they fpeak to him, in faying to them Cubridos 5; 
and they fpeak, and hear the King fpeak, ever covered.. 
Others who are only covered after they have fpoke to him, 
and he has anfwered them. And the third, who are only co-- 
vered when they have withdrawn themfelves from the King: 
towards the Wall: But when they be all together in publick: 
Offices, or at Chapel, there is no difference between them, they; 
fit down and are covered before him. And when he writes to) 
them, he treats them as if they were Princes; they have the: 
Titles of Excellency given them. When there Wives go to the: 
Queen, fhe receives them ftanding ; and inftead of fitting on the: 
Foot-cloth, they have Cushions brought them to fit on. 
Here’s, Madam, continued Donna Eleanora, what you defired! 
to know. After due Thanks for her Ciyility, the Hour off 
withdrawing being come, I took my leave of her, entreating; 
her to continue me in her Friendfhip. ; 
I arofe before Day, becaufe we had a great Journey to make: 
to lie at Arando de Duero. The Weather growing milder, 1tt 
became very mifty, which at length turned to Ram ; and im 
arriving at Night, our Hoft told us we were very welcome to» 
him, but we muft make a fhift without Bread. ‘his is, reply’di 
I, a thing one cannot eafily be without: And in effect, thiss 
News put me a little out of Humour. Lenquir’d how happen’d! 
this Scarcity? "Iwas anfwered me, The Alcaid Major of the: 
‘Town (who is he that orders every thing) and who ts both Go-- 
vernor and Judge, had fent for all the Bread and Meal which: 
was at the Bakers, and had brought it into his Houfe to make; 
an equal Diftribution of it, proportionable to the Neceffitiess 
of each particular Perfon; and what had occafioned this,, 
was that the River of Duero, which paffes about the ‘Town, was: 
frozen, and the Rivers of Leo, Suegra, Burgos, Tormes, and Sa~- 
lamanca, which threw and loft themfelves therein, had likewife: 
ceafed their Courfes, fo that no Mills could grind, which made» 
them apprehend a Famine. ‘This obliged us to addrefsourfelvess 
to him to have the Bread we needed. Don Fernand fent to him 
one of his Gentlemen in the Name of us alls andiimmediate-- 
ly we had fo much Bread fent us, that we gave part to our? 
Hoft and his Family, who much wanted it. à 
Scarce were we at Table, when one of my Servants brought! 
into my Chamber feveral Packets of Letters, which they had! 
found on the Stairsin the Inn. He that carried them oy 
rank 
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drank more than he’needed, had fallen there afleep ; by which 
means allhisLetters lay expofed to the Curiofity of all that pafs’d 
by. Here is in this Country a very ill Order touching Com- 

merce; and when the French Courier arrives at St. Sebaftian, all 
the Letters he brings are delivered to others whoare good Foot- 
men, and eafe one another. They put thefe Packets into a 
Sack, tied with rotten Cords to their Shoulders; by which 
means it oft happens, that the Secrets of your Heart and Fami- 
ly are open to thefirft curious Body who makes drank this Foot- 
Poft: And this is what happen’d in this Occafion; for Don Fre- 
deric de Cardonne having look’d on the Superfcriptions of feveral 
Letters, he at laft met with one from a Lady in whom he was 
peratently intereffed ; at leaft I fo judged from the Emotion 
of his Countenance, and Earnefinefs with which he opened 
the Packet. He read the Letter, and was willing to fhew it 
me, without telling me from whom it came, nor for whom it 
was ; but he promifed to inform me further about it at Ma- 
drid. Finding it well writ, it came into my mind that you 
would be perhaps glad to fee the Style of a Spanifh Lady, when 
fhe writes to what fhe loves. I prayed the Kuieht to let me take 
a Copy of it; but ’tis certain the Tranflation takes away much 
of the Beauty of the Original. Here it is. 


BR’ thing! contributes to aflil me in the unfortunate Embaffy 

you have undertaken, not to mention that Diftance is the bane 
of the ftrongelt Friendfhip. I cannot flatter myfelf, that a Rup- 
ture between the Sovereigns may abridge the time of your Ab- 
fence, and reftore me a Good, without which I can no longer live. 
Of all the Princes of Europe, be to whom you are fent, is the 
moft at Union with us. 1 can forefee no War with-hims and this 
Scourge, with which Heaven punifhes the guilty, would be to me a 
thoufand times more welcome thaw Peace: Yes, I would be glad to 
bear alone all the Difafters of it, to fee my Lands wafted, my Houfes 
burnt, to lofe my Eftate and my Liberty, provided we could be to~ 
gether, and that without you fhare in my Difgraces, I could enjoy 
the pleafure of feeing you. You may judge by thefe Difhofitions of 
the Condition,I am in, when I ibink that you are really going away, 
that I remain at Madrid, that I dare not follow you, that my 
Duty ftifles immediately the Projefts I might make to comfort my- 
felf, and that I lofe you, in fine, in a time wherein I have moft rea- 
fon to be perfwaded of yours, and wherein I feel more the Marks you 
gave me of it. I fhould conceal from you my Grief, and add ne 
to yours 3 but how can I weep, and weep without you ? Alas, Alas ! 
T foall be foon forced to weep alone: Are you not afraid fo lively at 
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Afflitlion will kill me? And can you not feign your felf fick, that you 
may not leave me? Thizk of all the Advantages which are included in 
tbis Propofition ; but 1 am a Fool to make it yous you will prefer the 
King’s Orders before mine, and ’rwould bring me into new Vexations — 
to put you on fuch a proof. Adieu, I ask you nothing, becaufe I have 
500 much to ask you: I was never fo afflitted. - 

As L'ended the Tranflating of this Letterwhich I fend you,the 
Alcade’s Son came to fee me: He was a young Man who had a 
good Opinion of himfelf, and who was a true Guap. Let not 
this Word offend you (dear Coufin) Guap is the fame in Spanifh, 
asa brave Gallant and Spark is with us. His Hair was parted 
on the Crown of his Head, and ty’d behind with a blue Ribband 
: about four Fingers breadth, and about two Yards long, which 
hung down at its fulllength ; his Breeches were of black Velvet, 
buttoned down on each Knee with five or fix Buttons ; he had 
a Veft on fo fhort, that it fcarce reach’d below his Pockets, a 
{collop’d Doublet with hanging Sleeves about four Fingers 
breadth, made of white embroidered Sattin. His Cloak was of | 
black Bays, and he being a Spark had wrap’d it round his Arm, 
becaufe this is more gallant, with a very light Buckler in his 
Hand, and which has ftanding out in the midft a fteel Pike 5 
they carry it with them, when they walk in the Night on any 
Occafion : He held in the other Hand a Sword longer than an) 
Half-Pike, and the Iron for its Guard was enough to make a. 
Breaft and Back-plate. ‘Thefe Swords being fo long, that they 
cannot be drawn out, unlefs a Man has the Arms of a Giant 5 
the Sheaf therefore flies open in laying the Finger on a little 
Spring. He had likewife a Dagger, whofe Blade was very nar- 
row, it was faften’d to his Belt on his Back; he had {uch aftrait : 
Collar, that he could neither ftoop nor turn about his Head. 
Nothing can be more ridiculous than what they wear about 
their Necks, for it is neither a Ruff, nor a Band, nor a Cravat.. 
His Hat was of a prodigious fize, with a great Band twifted a-- 
bout it bigger than a mourning one. His Shoes were of as fine: 
Leather as that whereof Gloves are made, and ail flafh’d and 
cut, notwithftanding the Cold, and fo exa€tly clofe to his Feet,, 
that they feemed rather pafted on; they have no Heels. He: 
made me in entring a Reverence after the Spani/h Fafhion, his; 
two Legs crofs one another, and lowly ftooping, as Womeni 
do when they falute one another ; he was ftrongly perfumed,, 
and they are all fo ; his Vifit was not long ; he was very brisk 3; 
he forgot not to tell me he went often to Madrid, and thatt 
there were no Courfes of Bulls, wherein he ventured not his: 
Life. But as the little Care which was taken of Letters run im 
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my Mind, and troubled me; I told him of the Courier whom 
my People had found afleep on the Stairs. He anfwer’d me, — 
this happen’d from the neglect of the Great Poft-Mafter; or to 
{peak better, in that he would gain too much, and that if the 
King knew of it, he would not fuffer it. This Name of Great 
Poft-Mafter made me enquire of him, whether any one rode 
Poft in Spain? He told me, yes; provided they had the 
King’s leave, or of the Great-Mafter, who is always a Perfon 
of a diftinét Birth ; and that unlefs you have an Order well 
figned, and in good Foym, you can have no Horfes. But, aid 
Ito bim, a Man who has fought a Duel, or has other Reafons 
to haften away, What does he? Nothing, Madam, faid be to 
me; if he has good Horfes he makes ufe of them, and if he 
has not, he is perplex’d enough ; but when one will go Poft, 
and parts not directly from Madrid, it is fufficient to take a 
Billet from the cade, which is to fay, Governor of the 
Towns where you pafs. My Curiofity being fatisfied on this 
Subject, the gallant Spaniard withdrew, and we fupp’d all to- 
gether, as we were wont. . 

J had been fome time in bed and afleep, when I was awaken- 
ed by the ringing of Bells, and by a confuled Noife of dread- 
ful Voices. I-knew not as yet what was the Caufe, when Don 
Fernand de Toledo, and Don Frederick de Cardonne, without knock- 
ing at my Door, burft it open; and calling out to me as loud 
as they could to make me hear, (for they had Light) came 
both of them to my Bed, and throwing my Gown upon me, 
they carried me away, with my Daughter, as quick as they 
could to the top of the Houfe. It is impoffible to reprefent 
to you my Aftonifhment and Fear: I ask’d them at length, 
what was the Matter? ‘They told me the Thaw was come 
down all of a fudden, with fuch a great violence, that the Ri- 
vers being {well’d by the Torrents which fell from all fides of 
‘the Mountains, with which the Town is furrounded, had fallen 
on it, and overflowed it; that at the inftant when they came 
to take me, the Water had already got to my Chamber, and 
that all was in horrid Confufion. They needed fay no more, for 
I heard dreadful Cries and Shrieks, and the Water fhook the 
whole Houfe. [was never fo feized with fear in all my life ; 
I affectionately regretted my dear Country! dla! faid I, F 
bare travelled a long way to come to drow myfelf on the fourth 
Story of an Inn in Aranda. All Raillery apart, I thought feri- 
oufly my laft Hour was come ; and I was fo troubled, that I was 
twenty times thinking to entreat thefe Gentlemen to hear me 


in Confeflion : I believe that in the Sequel they would have 
ae more 
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more laugh’dat itthan I«We were till Day in confinual Alarms; 
but the dlcade, and the Inhabitants of the Towh fo fpeedily 
and effectually beftirred themfelves in turning afide the Tor- 
rents, and making the Waters pafs, that we were only affright- 
ed: 'I'wo of our Mules wére drowned ; my Litters and Cloaths 
were fo foak’d in Water, that to dry them, we were forced 
to tarry one whole Day: And this was no eafy matter, for 
there are no Chimneys in the Inns; they heated the Oven, 
and put my Cloathsinit. I can affure you, I have not gain’d 
any thing im this unhappy Inundation. I lay down after this, 
or to {peak better, I bathed myfelf, my Bed being as wet as 
any thing elfe. 

My Fellow-Travellers thought fit to let me reft a little; I 
have employed one part of my leifure time in writing to you. 
Adieu, dear Coufin, it is time to finifh: lam ever, more yours, 
than any bodies in the World, 

From Aranda de Duero, 

this 9th of March. 


L'ET TE ReVL 


HE Exaëlnefs I obferve in giving you an Account of 

things which I judge worthy of your Curiofity, puts me 
oftentimes on Inquiries into feveral Particulars which I fhould 
have otherwife omitted, had you not perfwaded me that you 
are a great Lover of Novelties, and that you love to travel 
without going out of your Clofet. 

We parted trom Aranda in thetime of the Thaw, which asit 
render’d the Air warmer, fo it made the ways more trouble- 
fome. We came a while after to the Mountain de Samozierra, 
which parts the Old Caflille from the New ; and we travers’d it 
not without difficulty, as well for its heighth, as the quantity 


of Snow, with which the bottoms were filled, and into which 


we fometimes fell as from Precipices, believing the way even. 
They call this Pafs the Puerto, which name methinks fhould 
be only given to a part where one embarks on the Sea, or a 
River; but it is thus they call the Paflage from one Kingdom 
to another, and you make your way to your coft ; for the 
King’s Offcers wait for Travellers in the Road, and let them 

not go, till they have paid what they require. | 
In arriving at Britraço, we were as wet as the Night of the 
Inundation at Æranda ; and tho’ I kept my Litter, 1 fel ne 
, . cis 
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lefs the Incémmodioufnefs of the Weather, than if I had been 
on foot or horfeback, becaufe the Litters are fo ill clofed and 
made in this Country, that when the Mules pafs through any 
Water, they throw up with their Feet part of the Water into . 
the Litter, which there remains : So that 1 was forced, inar- 
tiving, to change my Linen and Cloaths. Afterwards Dou 
Fernand, the three Knights, my Daughter, and my Women, 
went with me to the Caftle I had been fo often told of. 

It appeared to me as regularly built as that of Lerma, not fo 
large, but every whit as pleafant : The Apartments are better — 
contrived, and the Furniture is richer, and very fingular, as 
well for its Antiquity as Magnificence. This Caftle, as well 
as that of Lerma, belongs to Don Rodrigo de Silva de Mendo{a, 
Duke de Paftrana and de l’Infantada. His Mother’s Name is 
Donna Katherina de Mendofa & Sandoval, Heirefs of the Dutchies 
of Infantada and Lerma. It defcends from Father to Son of 
Ruy Gomes de Silva, who was made Duke of Paftrana, and Prince | 
of Eboly, by King Philip the Second. This Princefs de Eboly, 
who has been fo much talk’d of for her Beauty, was his Wite, 
and the King was paffionately in love with her. ‘Theyfhew’d 
me her Picture: She is reprefented at her whole Length, 
fitting under a ‘Tent faften’d to fome Boughs of Trees. She 
feems as if fhe were rifing ; for fhe has only a fine Linen 
Cloth on her, which lets one Part of her Body be feen. Ifthe 
was as handfome as her Piéture makes her, and if her Fea- 
tures were fo regular, fhe muft be judged the moft charming 
Woman in the World. Her Eyesare fo lively and full of Spirit, 
that it feems as if fhe was about {peaking to you: Her Neck, 
Arms, Feet, and Legs, are naked : Her Hair falls down on her 
Breafts, and little Cupids; which appear every where about her, 
prefs on one another to ferve her; fome had her Slippers, 
others are ready to ftrew Flowers on her, and fome hold her 
Looking-glafs: Others are feen farther off, who are fharpening 
their Arrows, whilft others fill their Quivers with them, and 
bend their Bow. A Fawn looks on her through Boughs ; fhe 
fees him, and fhews him to a little Cupid, who is leaning on her 
Knees, and weeps as if he was afraid of it; at which fhe feems 
to fmile. I remained a great while looking on this Picture 
with the greateft pleafure ; but I was made to pals into a Gal- 
lery, where I faw her again. She was painted in a large Piece, 
attending Q. Elizabeth, Daughter to Henry the Second, King 
of France, whom Philip the Second, King of Spair, efpoufed 5 
inftead of giving her to Do» Carlos his Son, to whom fhe had 


been promifed. The Queen made her Entrance on horfeback, 
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as *tis the Cuftom; and I found the Princefs Eboly lefs fhining 
near her, than {he appeared tome when alone. You may hereby 
judge of the Charms of this young Queen; fhehada blue Sattin 
Gown; butasto thereft, juft as I reprefented to you the Coun- 
tefs of Lemos. The King ftood in a Balcony to fee her pafs by : 
He had a black Suit with a Collar of the Golden Fleece; his Hair 
—yeddifh and grey, long Vifage, pale, old, wrinkled and ugly. 
The Infant Dow Carlos accompanied the Queen; he was very 
white, a fine Head, his Hair of a light yellow, his Eyes blue, 
and he look’d on the Queen with fo moving an Air, that it ap- 
peared the Painter knew the Secret of his Heart, and would ex- 
prefs it: His Habit was white, embroidered with precious 
Stones; he was in his Doublet, with his Hat buttoned upon 
. one fide, and covered with white Feathers. I faw in the fame 
Gallery another Piece which much affected me, which was the 
Prince Doz Carlos dying ; he-was fitting in a Chair, leaning on 
his Arm on a Table before him, holding a Pen in his Hand, as 
if he would have wrote fomething ; there was a Veffel by him, 
wherein appeared a fort of black Liquor, which apparently was 
defigned for Poifon. A little further, you fee the Bath pre- 
paring for him, where his Veins were to be open’d : The Pain- 
ter had perfectly well reprefented the Confufion of fo fad an 
Occafion; and having read this Hiftory, and being much af- 
fected with it, methoughts I faw him really dying. I was told 
thefe Pieces were of ineftimable value. I was afterwards con- 
duéted into a Chamber, whofe Furniture had belonged to the: 
Arch-Dutchefs Marguerita of Auftria, Governefs of the Low- 
Countries ; and it is pretended fhe had work’d it herfelf. There: 
isa neatly wrought Bed of Flowers, Woods, Animals, and 
Feathers of all Colours; the Hangingsare the fame, and the 
different Colours therein do make a very agreeable fhew. And 
this 1s what I found moft remarkable in the Caftle of Buitrago,, 
and it growing late we leftit. | 4 
Et wasleveral days fince Ihad the pleafure of feeing theplay- 
ing at Ombre; I therefore caufed the Cards to be brought.. 
Don Fernand with two of the Knights began the Game, and. 
1 interefted my felf, as] was wont, and Don Efteve de Carvaial! 
did the like; fo that after we had feen them play fome time,, 
{ demanded of him to whom of the three Knights was the: 
Commanderfoip, whence they came when I met them. He an-- 
{wered me, It did dot belong to any one of them, that he had! 
been to fee one of their common Friends on a vexatious Ac: 
cident which had happen’d to himin Hunting. Falling on the: 
Subject of Commanderfbip, 1 intreated him to inform me +) 
LUE | TRE 
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ther the Orders of St. James Calatrava, and Alcantara were 
Ancient. He anfwered me, “Iwas above 500 years they had 
 fubfifted, that heretofore the Order of Calatrava was called, 
‘the Gallant, that of St. James the Rich, and that of Alcantara 
the Noble. That which made them be called thus, was that or- 
dinarily there enter’d only young Cavaliers into Calatrava 5 
that St. James’s was richer than the two others; and that to be 
received a Knight of Alcantara, he muft make proof of a long 
and noble Defcent; whereas to enter into the others, two were 
. fufficient. In the firft times, when thefe Orders were eftablifh’d, 
the Knights made Vows, lived moft regularly in Community, 
and wore Arms only to combat the Moors ; but afterward the 
_greateft Lords of the Kingdom enter’d into it, who obtained 
the liberty to marry, under this Condition, that they fhould be 
obliged to demand an exprefs Difpenfation from the Holy 
See : One muff have the King’s Letter, make his proofs of No- 
pility, and likewife prove he comes of Old Chriftians, which is 
to fay, there have enter’d no ews nor Moors into his Fathers 
and Mothers Family. Pope Innocent the Eighth gave in 1489 to 
King Ferdinand and his Succeffors the Difpofal of all the Com- 
manderfhips of thefe three Orders, which are called Military. 
_ TheKing of Spain difpofes of them in effect under the Title of . 
“Perpetual Adminiftrator ; and he enjoys three great Mafterfhips, 
which brings him in above Four thoufand Crowns a year. 
When he holds a Chapter, as Great Matter of the Order, or any 
other Affembly, the Knights have the Priviledge to fit and be 
covered in his Prefence. Don Effeve added, That the Order of 
Calatrava had 34 Commanderfhips, and 8 Priories, valued 
at 120000 Ducats a Year; that Alcantara had 33 Comman- 
derfhips, 4, Alcaides, and 4 Priories, which yielded 80000 
Ducats; and that the 87 Commanderfhips of St. James, as wellin 
Caftille, is in the Kingdom of Leon, were valued ot 272000 
Ducats. You may hereby judge, Madam, continucd he, that 
there are fome helps for the poor Gentlemen of Spain. 

“L agree, faid Ito him, that this would be very advantageous 
for them, were they the only Perfons admitted into thefe 
three Orders. But I think you now told me, that the greateft 
Lords poffefs the beft Commanderfbips. This is by a general 
Rule, aid he, that thofe who bave much will bave more, and there's 
the greateft Juftice others fhould have a fhare; and the eldeft 
of great Quality might have wherewith to fatisty them in 
obtaining the Order of the Fleece, which extreamly diftin- 


guifhes thofe whom the King honours with it. However, this 
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being a Favour accompanied with no Revenue, and being not 
eafily obtained, few People feek it, and you fee ordinarily 
none but Princes have it. If you know who inftituted this Or- 
der of the Fleece, [aid I to bimy you will oblige me in informing 
me. Itis pretended, replied be, that in the time when the 
Moors poffeis’d the beft and greateft part of Spain, a pious Pea- 
fant, praying one day earneftly to Ged to deliver the Kingdom 
from thefe Infidels, perceived an Angel coming down from 
‘Heaven, who gave him a Fleece of Gold, and commanded 
him to make ufe of it to gather ‘Troops, becaufe at this fight 
he would not be refufed to be followed for the fighting the 
Enemy. This holy Man obey’d, and feveral Gentlemen took 
up Arms in effect on what he told them. 

The Succefs of this Enterprize anfwered the Hope conceived 
of it. Sothat Philip the Good, Duke of Burgundy, inftituted the 
Order of the Golden Fleece, in the Honour of God, of the Vir- 
gin, and St. Andrew, in the Year 1429 ; and the Day of his 
Marriage with I/abella, Daughter to the King of Portugal, was 
chofen for thisCeremony. It was made at Bruges: It ordained, 
that the Duke of Burgundy fhould be Perpetual Chief of the 
Order, becaufe St. Andrew is Patron of Burgundy. - Thofe who 
have it are called Cavallero’s del Tuxon, which is to fay, Knights 
of the Fleece’; and one may hence remark, that there is a dif- 
ference in relation to this Order, faying, when one fpeaks of 
the others, that fuch a one is Knight of the Order of St. James, 
of the Order of Calatrava. “Pek 

In the time when we were thus talking, we heard a Noife, 
as of a Coach and Attendants that ftopt. Not long after, Don 
Frederic de Cardonne’s Valet de Chambre enter’d into my Chamber, 
to tell his Mafter, that the Archbifhop of Burgos was arriv’d. 

This is an happy Encounter for me, faid be ; for I parted 
exprefly from Madrid to fee him, and having not found him at 
Burgos, | was not a little troubled at it. 

‘Fortune is always on your fide, faid Don Sancho fmiling to 
bim ; but not toretard the Pleafure of feeing this Iuftrious 
Kinfman, we leave of our Game. Don Fernand and Don Sancho 
arofe. Undoubtedly, fays Don Efteve, Don Frederic will not : 
be of our Company this Night. Iam of another mind, replied 
Don Fernand ; the Archbifhop is one of the moft obliging Per- . 
fons in the World : as foon as ever he knows here’s a French 
Lady, he will give her a Vifit He will do mé a great deal 
of Honour, anfwered 1; but yet I fhall be a little perplex’d 5 
for we mutt fup and go to reft betimes, I had fcarce ended 
_thefe Words, when Don Frederic returhed again. © ‘ 
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As foon as ever the Archbifhop knew there was a ftrange 
Lady at Buitrago, faid be to me, he no more minded me; and 
if you pleafe, Madam, he will come and offer you whatever 
depends on him in this Country. | | 
 L anfwered this Civility as L'ought ; and Don Frederic being 
returned to him, conducted him a while after into my Cham- 
ber. I found him extraordinary civil: He fpake little, and 
obferved the Gravity befitting his Character, and the Spanif> 
Nation. He much bewailed my making fo long a Journey in 
{o rigorous a Seafon, entreating me to lay my Commands on bim 
an fomething wherein be might obey me. ‘This is the ufual Com- 
_pliment in this Country. He had a long Caffock over his other 
Cloaths of purple Velvet, with_high ruffled Sleeves, which 
reach’d to his very Ears, and a Pair of Spectacles on his Nofe, 
He fent for a little Monkey, which he would needs give my 
Daughter ; and tho’ I was troubled at it, I could not refift his 
Inftances, and the Defires my Daughter had of accepting it. 
‘Every time the Archbifhop took ‘Tobacco, which he often did, 
this little Ape reach’d out his Paw to him, and he put fome 
on it, which he made as if he would take. This Prelate told 
me the King of Spain expected with extream Impatience the 
Anfwer of the Marquefs de los Balbares, on the Orders he had 
given him on the Demand of Madamoifelle from the French King. 
{f his moft Catholick Majefty’s Greatnefs be confidered, con- 
tinued be, this Marriage muft needs be efteemed very honout- 
able ; for when the Sun goes down in one Part of his Domi- 
pions, it rifes again in another. And this Monarch enjoys not 
alone his Grandeur ; he has the Pleafure of fharing it to his 
Subjects : He is in a condition to reeompence them, to make 
them happy, to put them into high Places, where their whole 
Ambition is fatisfied, wherein they receive the fame Honour 
as Sovereigns: And this is what a King ought to wife, to 
be in a Capacity to recompence magnificently the Services 
‘which are render’d him, and force even an unthankful Perfon 
to become grateful. It is a furprizing thing, the number o 
Employs for Men of the Sword and the Gown, which his Ma- 
 jefty every day beftows. © À 
 Several Perfons have fpoken to me of this, as you do, my 
Lord, faid I ro bim ; but { hepe to be perfeétly inftructed in it 
at Madrid. 1 am able to inform you, at leaft in part of what 
you would know, replied be ; fome Reafons have obliged me to 
take a little Abftraët, and which I think I have about me. He 
immediately delivered it tome ; and having kept the Copy of 
it, and it appearing curious to me, I fhall therefore here, dear 
 Coufin, tranflateit for you.” ne ie  Vice-, 
fos) UCeer atk île cog TE 
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Vice-Royalties avbich depend on the King of Spain. 
Naples, Sicily, Arragon, Valencia, Navarre, Sardinia, Catalonia; 
and in New Spain, Peru. ; 
Governments of Kingdoms and Provinces, fa. 
The States of Handers, Milan, Galicia, Bifcay, the Ifles of Ma- 
jorca and Minorca. Seven Governments in the Wé/t-Indies, to 
wit, the Ifles of Madera, Cape-Verde, Mina, St. Thomas, Angola, 
Brafi!, and Alzerves 5 in Africa, Teuta, Marzaran ; in the Eajt,, 
the Philippine Wlands. | 
Bifrobricks and Archbifbopricks in the moft Catbolick King’s Nomina-. 
tion, fince Pope Adrian the Sixth yielded his Right of Nomi- 
Nation. à ‘ 

Firft, in the two Ca/tilles ; The Archbifhoprick of Toledo. whofe: 
Archbifhop is Primate of Spain, Great Chancellor of Ca/tille, , 
and Counfellor of State. He fpeaks to the States, and in the: 
Council, immediately after the King ; and he is ufually con-: 
fulted in all important Affairs. He has three hundred and fifty. 
thoufand Crownsa Year, and his Clergy Four hundred thoufand. , 
~The Archbifhop of Braga in Portugal, whois Spiritual and. 
‘Temporal Lord of the City, and who, who for a Mark of his: 
Authority, carries his Crofrer in his Hand, and his Sword by his: 
fide, pretends to the Primacy of all Spain, and difputes it with the: 
Archbifhoprick of Toledo ; becaufe this Primacy was heretofore: 
held at Seville, afterwards tranflated to Toledo, by reafon of the: 
Invafion of the Moors, and that Toledo being fallen into their: 
hands, it was tranflated to Braga, fo that the Archbifhop: 
tong poffefs’d this Dignity : But after the Spaniards had retaken) 
Toledo, the Archbifhop redemanded his Primacy, he of Braga: 
would not confent to reftere it ; and this Difference being not: 
yet terminated, they both aflume this Title. 

* The Archbifhoprick of Seville is worth 35cc00 Ducats,, 
and its Chapter abovean hundred thoufand. Nothing can be: 
“een finer than this Cathedral. Among other remarkable things, 
there is a Tower built with Brick, near 200° foot large, and. 
above 100 in heighth. Another Tower is rais’d above it,, 
which is fo well contriv’d within, that a Man may ride up oni 
horfe-back to the top of it. The Outfideis all painted and gilt.. 

The Archbifhoprick of St. James de Compoftella is worth, 

near fixty thoufand Ducats, and its Chapter 100000. 

The Archbifhoprick of Granada is valu’d at 40000 Ducats, 
That of Burgos, near as much. | 
The Archbifhoprick of Saragofa, 50000 
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The Archbifhoprick of Avila, 20 thoufand Ducats a year. 
The Archbifhoprick of Valencia, 40 thoufand. 
The Bifhoprick of 4ftorgus, 12 thoufand. 
Bifhoprick of Cuenza, more than 50 thoufand. 
Of Cordoua, about 40 thoufand. Of Qviedo, 20 thoufand. 
Of Siguenza, the fame. Of Leon, 22 thoufand. 
Of Sezovia, 25 thoufand. Of Pampelune, 28 thoufand. 
Of Calaborra, 20 thoufand. Of Cales, 12 thoufand. 
Of Salamanca, fomething more. Of Orenfe, 10 thoufand. 
Of Placentia, 50 thoufand. Of Onguela, x0 thoufand. 
Of Palentia, 25 thoufand. Of Almeria, 5 thoufand. 
Of Yacca, above 30 thoufand. Of Guadix, 90 thoufand. 
Of Malaga, 40 thoufand. Of Tuy, 4 thoufand. 


Of Ofima, 22 thoufand. Of Badajor, 18 thoufand. 
Of Zamora, 20 thoufand. . Of Valladolid, 15 thoufand. 
Of Coria, 20 thoufand. Of Huefca, 12 thoufand. 


OF Ciudad Rodrigo, 10 thoufand.Of Tarracon, 14 thoufand. 

Of the Canary Iflands, 12 thou- Of Balbaftro, 7 thoufand. 

fand. sd Of Albarazin, 6 thoufand. 

Of Lugo, 8 thoufand. OF Tervel, 12 thoufand. 

Of Mordonnedo, 10 thoufand. Of Jaca, 6 thoufand. 

- LT ought not to omit obferving, That the Cathedral of Cordoua 
 sextraordinary ftately ; “twas built by bderbamam, who rul’d 
over all the Moors in Spain. It ferv’d them for a Mo/que in the 
Year 787. But the Chriftians having taken Cordoua, in1236, they 
made a Church of this Mofque. It has 24 great Gates, all of 
them carv’d with Ornaments of Steel; its length is 600 Foot, 
“and 50 wide. Itis perfectly well proportion’d, and fuftain’d by 
850 Pillars, the greateft patt of which are of Jafper, and the 
others of black Marble, of one foot and an half Diameter. The 
Roof is admirably well painted, and one may hence judge of 
the magnificent Humour of the Moors. | 
| It is hard to believe, after what I have written of the Ca- 
_ thedral of Cordoua, that of Leon is yet more confiderable. Yet 
nothing is truer: And this is what has given occafion to what is 
commonly faid, that the Church of Leon is the fine in all 
Spain, the Church of Toledo the richeft, that of Seville the great- 
eft, and that of Salamanca the ffrongeff. 
_” “The Cathedral of Malaga is admirably well fet forth, and. 
_juftly proportion’d; the Desk in the Quire coft 105000 

Crowns, anid all the reft anfwers this Magnificence. ° 
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Principalities of Catalonia. 
The Archbifhoprick of Tarragon, and the Archbifhoprick 


of Barcelona. 


The Bifhopricks of Lerida, Urgel, Gironne, Vich, Salfona, Tor- 
tofa, Elm. 
In Italy. . 
The Archbifhopricks of Brindifi, Lanciano, Matera, Otranto, 
Rocli, Salerna, Trant, Taranto. 


The Bifhopricks of Ariano, Acerra, Aquila, Coftan, Caftelmare, 
The Kingdom of Naples. 
The Bifhopricks of Gaeta, Gallipoli, Giovenazzo, Mefula, Mo- 
mopoli Puxzzuolo, Potenza, Trivento, Tropea, Dugento. 
Kingdom of Sicily. 
The Archbifhopricks of Palerma, Montreal. | 
The Bifhopricks of Girgento, Maxara, Mefina, Parei, Cefaly, 
Catana, Syracufa, Malta. 
—! At Milan. 
The Archbifhoprick of Milan, the Bifhoprick of tae 
Kingdom of Majorca. 
The Bifhoprick of Majorca. 
Kingdom of Sardinia. 
The Archbifhopricks of Cagliari, Oriftan, Safari, 
The Bifhopricks of Algeri, Boffa, Ampurias. 
In Africa. 
The Bifhoprick of Tanger, the Bifhoprick of Ceuta. 
| In the Indies. 
The Archbifhoprick of Goa. 


The Bifhopricks of Madera, Angola in the Tercere Iles, Cape- 
Verde, St. Thomas, Cochin, Malara, Maliopor, Macao. 


From all the Archbifbopricks and Bifbopricks there comes no- 
thing to the Pope from the Bifhop that dies, nor whilft the 
Benefice is vacant. It will be a hard matter to recite the 
number of Abbeys and other Dignities to which the King of 
pce prefente. 


We 
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We fhall stow mention the fix Archbifhopricks, and the 

thirty two Bihopricks of New Spain, of its Ifles, and of Peru. _ 

The Archbifhoprick of the City of Los Reyes, Capital of the 

Province of Peru, is valued at near thirty thoufand Crowns a 
year. | | | 


Arequipa, T6000. 
Truxille, 14000. 
St. Francifco de Quito, 18000. 
| The great Town of Caron 
The Bifhopricks of  < 24000. 

à St. Jobn of ViHory, 8000. 

a ‘| Panama, 6000. 

Chili, 5000. 
Of our Lady of Chili, 40000. 


© Bazora in the Kingdom of Gra- 
nada, 14.000. 
The Archbifhopricks of <Popaya, 5000. 
Carthagena, 6000. 
’ St. Maria, 18000. 


The Bifhoprick of Plata, in the Province of Los Chareas, fix- 
ty thoufand. The Archdeacon of this Bifhoprick has 5000, 
the Mafter of the Children of the Choir, the Chaunter, and 
Treafurer, each 4000, Six Canons, each 3000. Six other 
Dignities, valued at each 1800 Crowns. And one may ob- 
ferve by the Riches of the Chapter of Plata, that the others 
have not much lefs. | 


The Archbifhop of La Plata has for Suffragans, 


; (Par. 
| | Tucuman. 
The Bifhopricks of 4 Santa Cruz de la Sierra, 
| Paraguay de Buenos Ayres. 
| Del Rio de la Plata. 


The Archbifhoprick of St. James, in the Province of Tac. 
man, is Worth 600 Crowns. 
The Bifhoprick of St. Lawrence de las Barrancas, 12000, 


Paraguay, 16900. 
La Santo Trinite, 150004 


The 


The Bifhopricks of 
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The Archbifhoprick of Mexico erected in 1518, twenty’ 
thoufand Realles. | | 

The Bifhoprick of Los Angelos, fifty thoufand Realles. 

‘Fhe Bifhoprick of Valladolidof the Province of Mechoacany 
_ fourteen ARTE Crowns. 


{ Antequera, 7000. 
| Guadalaxara, Province of the New: 
Galicia, 7000. 
PAL. ig Durango, 4000. j a 
ek FOR Merida, Capital of the Province: 
The Bifhoprick of $ of Ya 8000. 
Santiago, in the Province of Gua- 
tamala, 8000. 
Santiago Leon, 3000, 
UChiapa, 5000. 


The Archbifhoprick of St. Domingo in the Sarifh Iflands,, 
Primate of the Indies, 3000, 


St. Juan de Porto Rico, fifty thou-- 
: fand Realles. 
ahh! “1 The Ifles of Cuba, 8coo. 
Phe Archbifhoprick of St. Anna.de Coro, 8000. 
Camayagua, Capital of the Pro-. 
— vince of Honduras, 3000. 


The Archbifhoprick Metropolitan of Manalia, Capital of the: 
Phillippine Tlands, 3000 Crowns, which the King is obliged to) 
pay him by the Bull granted in 1595. The King like pays: 
the Chapter the fame Sum. This Archbifhoprick has three: 
Suffragans, one in the Iflé of Cebu, the other in that of Luzon,, 
and the third in Comorina. | | 

Having read the Memorandum which the Archbifhop of Bur-- 
gos gave me, and made it to be copied out, he withdrew, pray-- 
ing me that I would give him leave to fend his Olio to me, be-- 
caule ‘twas ready, and that I could not get any thing better 
for my Supper. I thanked him, and told him, the fame Rea-. 
fon obliged me to refufe it, feeing without it he would niake: 
as bad a Supper as we. 

Yet Don Frederick de Cardonne was already gone to fetch it,, 
and he returned laden with a great Silver Pot ; but he was: 
much furprized in finding it faften’d with a Lock: This is ufual! 
in Spain : he would needs have the Key of the Cook, who(taking: 

ati 
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it il] that his Mafter would not eat his Olio) anfwered, he had 
unfortunately’ loft the Key in the Snow, and knew not how 
to open it. Dow. Frederick, vex'd at this, would, againft my will, 
go and acquaint the drchbifhop with it, who ordered his Ma- 
jor-Domo to look after it. He threaten’d the Cook, and the 
Scene pafs’d fo near my Chamber, that [heard it all ; but that . 
which I liked beft was the Cook’s Anfwer, who faid, No pue- 
do padecer la rina, fiendo Chriftiano viejo, bidalea come el Keg y pors 
mas; which is to fay, I cannot bear the being reprimanded, who am 
of the Race of Old Chriftians, who are Noble as the King, and [ome- 
thing more. 

It is commonly at this rate the Spaniards value themfelves : 
This fame Blade was not only vain-glorious, but obftinately 
conceited : And whatever could be done or faid to him, he 
would not deliver the Key of the Pot, fo that the Olio remain- 
ed in it untouched for us. We went to bed late, fo that not 
rifing very early, all that I could do before I fet out, was to 
finifh this Letter; and to-morrow I fhall begin another, where- 
in you fhall be informed of the reft of my Travels. 


From Buitrago, this 
13th of March, 1679. 


LETTER VIL 


W E can eafily perceive that we are not far from Madrid 
L the Weather is fair-notwithftanding the Seafon, and we 
have no more need of Fire: But it feems very ftrange to us, 
that in the Inns which are the neareft to this great Town, you 
are worfe ufed than in thofe which are an hundred Leagues 
diftant; you would think you came rather into Defarts, than 
near a Town where refides, fo great a Monarch: And I cam 
affure you (dear Coufin) that in our whole Courfe, I have nor 
met with an Houfe or Caftle that has pleafed me. I am much 
amazed at it; for [ thought that in this Country, as in ours, 
À fhould find fine Walks, and curious Seats; whereas you can 
fearcely fee any Trees, fave {ome few which grow in fpight of 
the Soil : And at this time, when I am but ten Leagues from 
Madrid, my Chamber ftands even with the Stable. It is an 
‘Hole that needs a Light at Noon, but what kind of Light think - 
| you © 
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you ? better have none at all; for ’tisa Lamp which banifhes all 
Chearfulnefs by its glimmering Light, and your Health by its" 
ftinking fcent ; and go where you will,tho’ to the Curate of the: 
Parifh for a Candle, you will not find one, and I doubt muchu 
whether there be any in his Church. Here every where a fadl 
Scene of Poverty prelents it felf to your Sight ; Don Fernand de» 
Toledo, who took notice of my Aftonifhment, affur’d me, In 
fhould fee very fine things at Madrid’; but I could not forbear: 
telling him, J could not eafily imagine it. It is true, the Spani-- 
ards bear up under their Indigency with fuch an air of Gravity 
as would fees one,the very Dean telling their Steps as they 
walk; they are mighty inquifitive after News, as if their whole: 
Being depended thereon; I have hadmany of them come into 
my Chamber without any Ceremony, and without Cloaths om 
their Backs, or Shoes on their Feet, entreating me to tell them 
what Iknew of the Court of France: After I had {poke tothem,, 
they have examin’d what I have faid, and argu’d on it among} 
themfelves in fuch a manner, as fhew’d great Senfe, and at 
lively Apprehenfion. This Nation has ever had fomething exe: 
traordinary among them above others. 
There came to fee me among others one of the Townfmen’ss 
. Wives, a good likely Woman; fhe carry ’d her Child in het: 
Arms, which was a dreadful lean one; he had above 100) 
little Hands like thofe of jointed Babies hanging about hiss 
Neck, and all fides of him. I afk’dhis Mother what this meant?! 
She anfwer’d me, this was good againft Evil Eyes. How! faid Il 
to her, do thefe little Hands hinder one from any Diftemper of? 
the Eyes? Undoubtedly, reply’d fhe, but not as you mean 5; 
for you muft know, if you pleafe, there are People in this Coun-- 
try, who have fuch a Poy/on in their Zyes, that in looking fted-- 
faftly on a Perfon, andefpecially on a young Child, they make: 
him pine away to death. I faw a Man who had an Evil Eye, andl, 
doing mifchief when he look’d with hisEye, he was oblig’d toy 
cover it with a great Plaifter: As to the other Eye, it had no Ma-, 
lienity; yet it fometimes happen’d, that being with his F riends,, 
when he faw a great many Fowls together, he would fay, chufe: 
which of thefe you would have mekill. Hewas fhew’done, he took: 
off his Plaifter, look’d fixedly on the Fox, and a while after fhe: 
turn’d feveral times roundas giddy, and fell downdead. This Wo-- 
man likewife would perfwade me there are Magicians, who look-- 
ing on anyonewith an Evil Intention, firfke them with fuch ai 
Languifhment, asmakes them beconie lean like Skeletons,and her: 
Child, fhetold me,hasbeenftruckin thismanner,andthecommon 
Remedy isthefelittleband:.She moreovertold me,it is thecuftom,, 
when 
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hen they fee any one look attentively upon them, and the 
arty has a look ill enough to fear fhe should give the Evil de 
jos (it is thus called, becaufe it is done by the Eyes) to pre- 
nt her one of thefe Hands, or even her own fhut, and to 
1v to her, Toma la mano, which is to lay, Take this Hand; to 
ich the Party fufpeéted muft an{wer,’ Dios la benedica; God 
lefs you; which if fhe does not, fhe 1s judged to be ill inten- 
ioned ; and thereupon he or fhe may be denunciated to the 
nquifition ; ot if you be the ftronger; you may beat them 
ill they fay Dios la benediga. | | 

1 do not aflure you as a thitig Certain; that the Relation of 
he Fowls is pofitively true: But this is certain; that they are 
sere ftrongly perfwaded there are Perfons who can do you hurt 
xy bare looking on you, aiid here are even Churches to which 
they go in Pilgrimage to be cured of it. Lask’d this young Wo- 
man, if there appeared nothing extraotdinary in thofe they call 
mifchievous Eyes? She told ie nd, except that they are ai OË 
fuch a fhining Vivacity, that they feem to be all on fire, and 
would make one think they will pierce you likea Dart. She 
moreover told me, that of late the Inquifition had caufed an Old 
Woman to be feiz’d on, who was accus’d to be a Witch, and fhe 
believ’d twas fhe who had put her Child in that pitcous condi- 
tion I faw it. Lask*d her, what they would do to this Woman? 
She told me, if there were Proofs ftrong enough, fhe would be 
infallibly burnt, or left in the Inquifition. And that the beft 
Treatment fhe could chufe, wouldbe to be delivered thence by 
being whip’d along the Streets : That thefe Witches are tied to 
an Afe’s Tail, or that they are placed on thefe Beafts coifed, 
with a Paper Mitre painted with all Colours, with Writings 
which denoted the Crimes they have committed: ‘That in th's 
fine Equipage they are led about the Town, where every one 
has the liberty to itrike them, or throw dirt at them. But, faid 
{ to her, how know your their Condition would be worfe if they 
remained fill in Prifon? O Madam, faid fhe to me, I fee you are 
not yet informed what the Inquifirion is; whatever can be fai 
of it, comes not near the rigorous Exercifes therein. You are 
feized on, and thrown into a Dungeon: You lie there two or 
three Months, fometimes more, and fometimes lefs, without a 
word being faid to you. At the end of this time, you afe led 
before the Judges, who, with a cerrible look, ask you, why you 
are there? It is natural to anfwer, you know not. They 
{ay no more to you, but fend you back again to this difmmak 
Hole ; wherein is every day (offered a thoufand times more 
‘ | Se troublé 
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trouble than Death it felf; yet you are not fuffered to die there,, 
but remain many times a Year in this condition. At the end! 
of this time you are brought again before the fame Judges, ort 
before others, for they change, and go into feveral Countries: 
Phefe demand of you again, why you are detained? You an-- 
fwer, you have been apprehended, but you know not for what. 
_You are fent agairinto your Dungeon without any more words. 
In fhort, fometimes you pafs over your whole Life there. Andi 


_ demanding of her, if itwere the Cuftom for one to accufe him-- 
“felf, fhe anfwered, that as to fome Perfons 


s; twas the belt andl 
Mhorteft way; but that the Judges held only tt courfewith thofe 
againit whom they had no certain Proofs: Forcommonly, whem 
any one accufes a Perfon of Capital Crimes, the Accufer wass 
wont to remain In Prifon with the Criminal; and this is the rea~ 
fon of their being a little more moderate. She related tome 
the particular Punifhments,and the whole manner of them, witm 
which I will not fill this Letter, nothing being more dreadful. 
She moreover told me, fhe new a Yew named Jomarl, who 
was put into the Prifon of the Inguifition of Seville, with hiss 
Father, who was a Rabbin of their Law. It is four Years fince 
they were there, when I/bmacel, having made an hole, climb’di 
up to the top of a Tower, and making ufe of Ropes he hadi 
provided, he ilid down along the Wall with a great deal of dan- 
ger; but having got down, he reproached himfelf for having: 
abandon’d his Father, and without confidering the risk he hadi 
ran after more than one manner, feeing his Father and he were 
condemn'd, and were to be led in a few Days to Madrid with fe— 
veral others, to fuffer there the greateft Torment, yet this hin-- 
deréd him not from determining himfelf, he generoufly climb’di 
up the Tower, defcended into the Dungeon, drew thence hiss 
Father, made him efcape before him, and got away himfelf. El 
found this Action very brave, and worthy to be fet'as an Exam-- 
_ple to Chrifizans, in'an Age wherein the moft indifpenfible Obli-+ 
gations are fhghted. T continued entertaining myfelf with thiss 
Spanifo Woman, when Conftance one of my Women, whom you 
know, came to tell me with earneftnels, that fhe now {awr 
Monfiur Daucourt, and that if I would, fhe would ftep out andl 
callhim. This is a Rich Gentleman, whom I knew at Paris» 
a civil Man, of good Senfe, and of comely Perfonage : Il 
knew that he had a Brother at Madrid belonging to Dox Juans 
of Aufiria. Having fhewed I fhould be glad to fpeak with him,, 
_ Conflance went out in queft of him, and brought him to me.. 
After tie frk Civilities, and informing myfelf of the ewe 
3 + à of 
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‘here in a place where fuch a Relation will much divert us. 
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of my Kinfwoman, whom I believed he knew, Lask’d himof hig 
‘own Affairs; and whether he wascontent with his Journey. Ah 1 

“Madam, {peak to me no more of my Journey, cryed he; there 
‘was never a more unfortunate, and had you come fome Days 
fooner; you might have feen me hang’d. How ! faid I to him, 
what do you mean by this? I mean, faid he to me, that I had 
‘all the fear of it, and this is the moft unpleafant Country in 
the World for Strangers: But, Madam, if you are at leifures 
and would know more, I will relate to you my Adventure : 
Tr is fingular, and willfully prove to you what Ihave told you. 
4 great deal of pleafure,faid I to him ; we aré 


He began it in this manner: | : 
Some Affairs wherein 1 was concern’d, and the Defire of fees 
ing a Brother whom I had beenaway from fome Years, obliged 
me, Madam, to undertake this Journey to Madrid. Iwas little. - 
acquainted with the Cuftoms of that Place: I imagined one 
‘might go to Women without difficulty, and that one might 
play and eat with them; but Lwas aftonifhed to learn, that 
every one of them is more retired in her Houfe, than a Carthu- 


 fian in his Cells and that there are Perfons who have beenmutu- 


ally in Love for two or three Years; and yet had never fpoke to 


one another. Such fingular Manners feemed ridiculous to me = 


I faid thereupon freely whatever canie into my Head ; but £ 


treated the Matter more ferioufly, when Landerftood thele 


Women, who were fo clofely confined, were the molt amiable 


“Women in the World; that they had fuch a Delicacy, Viva- 


city, and Manners, as are no where to be met with but among, 
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‘them; that Love always appeared new ; that no one would 


change a arifb Woman but for attother. 1 was in the great- 


eft defpair at the difficulties there were to get a them. One. 


of my Friends named Belleville, who was my Companion in 


my Journey, and whois a brisk Lad,» was no leds troubled on 


his fide than 1% mine: My Brother, who fear’d lef fome 


vexatious Accident fhould befal us, continually inculcated in- 


- we each of us returned hame every Night very weary and 


to us; how fealous Husbands are in this Country great Mur- 
‘therers, and no more valu’d the killing of a Man than a Fly. 
"This did not agree very well with two Men who were not as 
yet weary of living. | 5 ae 
- We went into all parts where we thought we might fee La- 
dies: We faw fome in effect, but this did not fatisfy us 5 ul 
- the Bows and Cringes we made them brought forth nothing 5 


: difgufted at our fruitlefs Circuits. | 
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One night, Belleville and I went upon defign, to the Prado,, 
which is a Walk adorned with great Trees, and feveral Foun-- 
tains : "They throw their Water a great heighth, and in greatt 
gufhes it falls into Bafins ; from whence it runs (whenthey have: 
‘a mind) into the Courfes to water them, and fo to make therm 
frefh and pleafant. It was the fineft Weather this Evenings 
that one could with. After we had light out of out Coach, andl 
fent it away, we began to walk foftly ; and having made a fewr 
turns, we fat us down on the fide of one of the Fountains, and! 
then began to make our ufual Complaints. Dear Belleville, faidi 
I to my Friend, fhall we never be fo happy to meet with’one off 
thefe witty and charming Spanif>b Women, fo much boaftedi 
of? Alas ! fays he, I defire it too much, but dare not hope it :: 
Hitherto we have met nothing but fuch ugly Creatures, ass 
run after Folks to fright them ; and who, under their white: 
Vails, are more tauny and loathfome than the Bohemians: Such 
as thefe, 1 {wear to you, do not pleafe me at all; and not- 
withftanding their Sprightfulnefs, I cannot confent to entert 

into a near Converfation with them. | 
At the very inftant thefe words were out of his Mouth, we 
fpied, coming out of a Door hard by, two Women: They hadi 
left off their upper Garments, which were always very plain 5; 
and when they opened their Mantua’s, the light of the Moom 
made the glory of their Gold and Precious Stones appear. Ass 
God ’strue, cries out Belleville, here’s at leaft two Fairies. Nay,, 
aid I, let’s be jufter, and think them not other than two An-- 
gels. When they came near us, we ftood up, and made them 
the loweft Bow that ever we did in our lives. They pafs’d by uss 
foftly 3 and with thofe little apifh tricks, which become thee 
Spaniards fo well, they look’dat us, firft with one Eye, and them 
with t'other. ‘They went ona little: We were in pain whatt 
to think, whether they would return back the fame way, ort 
whether we fhould follow them; but while we were deliberating, | 
we perceived them to approach us. When they were near us, 
they flood ftill; One of them began to {fpeak, and ask’d us, if wee 
could fpeak Spanifh? I fee by your Habits, faid fhe, that your 
are Strangers. But I pray tell me, of what Country are you 2! 
We told her we were Frenebmen, and that we {poke Spani/> ill 
enough ; but we had a great mind to learn to {peak it well :: 
That to fucceed therein, we were perfwaded we mutt love az 
' Spanifh Woman, and we heartily wifh’d we might find one thatt 
defired to be beloved. The matter is nice, replied the othert 
Lady, who had not yet {poke ; and I fhould be forry for herr 
oe who engages in luch a Defign 3 tor Lhave heard that Frenchmens 
| are: 
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are not faithful. Oh! Madam, fays Bellewlle, this was fome 
body who had a mind to do us an ill turn, and put us outof 
your good opinion ; but it will be eafy to wipe off this Afper- 
fon: ‘Tho’I may foon givemy Heart to a pretty Woman, yet 
I am very fenfible I cannot fo eafily call it back again. What! 
{ays fhe that {poke to me before, dare you, without further 
confideration, enter into fuch Engagement at firft fight? | 
fhould not have quite fo good an opinion of you. Oh! Ma- 
dam, cries he, why fhould we lofe precious. Lime ? If it is 
good to love at all, it is good to begin as foon as tis poflible. 
‘Hearts, that are born to love, languifh and decay when they 
“are not exercis’d therein. Your Maxims are fine, reply'd fhe 5. 
but they feem dangerous; it 1s not only neceflary to avoid fol- 
lowing of them, but even the hearing of them. And then, in- 
deed, they would have been gone; but we bega’d them, with 
great earneftnefs, to tarrya few moments longer in the Prado. 
We faid all the pretty things to them both, which might oblige 
them to difcover themfelves, and give us the fatisfaction of 
feeing them wichout their Vails. : Our Converfation was very 
brifkand pleafant enough. ‘They had abundance of Wit 5 and. 
as they knew how to manage all their Advantages, fo, without 
affeétation,they fhew’d us their Hands, as they had an occafion. 
to mend the fitting of their Head-dreffes,and they were whiter 
than the Snow. In fpite of their feeming care to hide them- 
felves ; yet we faw enough to obferve their delicate Com- 
plexion, their brisk Eyes, and their Features very regular. You 
may be fure we left them as late as we could , and that we con- 
jur’d them to make that Walk happy fometimes with their Pre- 
fence, or elfe give us leave to wait on them at their Houle. 
They agreed to nothing ; and indeed, we were feveral times 
after that at the Prado, and near that Fountain where we frit 
faw them, without being able,to perceive them. Here’s a deal 
oftimelotfaid we : What muit we do to pafs our Lives in this 
great want of Employment? for we muft renounce the thoughts 
of Ladies, whofe Accefs is fo dificult. ‘This was our Refolu- 
‘tion; butit held not long ; for {carcely had we made it, but we 
fee come out of the fame Houfe the two Incognito’s. We drew 
“pear them, full of Refpeét, and our civil Carriage did not dif- 
pleafe them. Belleville took the leaft bythe hand, and I the 
bisgeft. I endeavour’d to perfwade her with what impatience 
Pexpetted her. I blamed her a little, at which fhe feem’d 
fomewhat concern’d: But taking more courage, 1 difcourfed 
to her of the thoughts fhe had infpird me with; and affured 

: ma AG her 
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her that it was in her power taengageme for my whole Life.Shee 
feem’d extream careful not to give the leaft Mark of Favour.Att 
length, amongit other things, fhe told me, that fhe was Heirefss 
to a great Eflate, that her Name was Ives,that her Father was aa 
Knight of the Order of St.Yames,and was of a confiderable Qua-- 
lity, that fhe who was with her was call’d Tfabella, and that they 
were Coufins.All thefe Particulars pleas’d me well, finding her aa 
Perfon of Birth,and therein my Vanity flatter’d. At parting, Il 
begg’d her to give me leave to come to fee her. What you defire: 
of me, fays fhe, is the Cuflom o your Country, and if I were: 
there, [ would pleafe my felf to obferve it ; but we have dif- 
ferent ; and tho’I do not conceive any Crime in what you aîkx 
me, yet I am oblig’d to obfervecertain Rais of Decency, which 
by no means I will tranfgrefs. I will contrive fome other wayy 
to fee.you ; and of this dependupon me, and donot takeit 1ll,, 
that I refufe you a thing which is not in my powers to grant. 
Adieu, continu’d fhe, 1 will think of what you defire, and willl 
let you know what Ican do. I kifs’d her Hand, and fo with 
drew, extreamly touch’d with her way, as well asat her Witt 
and: her Prudence; "104.4 ; 
As foon as I was alone with Belleville, 1 afk’d him if he wass 
pleas’d with the Converfation he had enjoy’d. He anfwerdl 
me, that he had great Caufe to be fo, and that I/abella feem’dl 
tobe of -a Nature {weet and amiable. You are very ‘happy, faidl 
T, already to have found fo much Kindnefs : Ines gives me no) 
room to hope for any. She’s of a gay Humour, and turns eve-- 
ry thing I fay to her into Jeft, and I defpairever to make her: 
ferious, Some Days pafs’d, before we either faw or heard from 
them. But one Morning as I was at Mafs, an old Woman,, 
hid under a Vail, comes up to me, and prefents mea Billet, in: 
which I read thefe Words. 3 


es 5 | | 
OU appear roo amiable to me to fee you often ; and I muft-needsi 
T confe/s to you, that Ia little mifirujt my own Heart : If yours isi 
sruly-touch'd for me, Marriage muft be thought on. I bave told yous 
tbat I am Rich, and I bave told you the Truth : That Part which IT 
offer you, is not inconvenient to take : But confider of it, and in ther 
Evening I fhall be on the Banks of Manfanarez, where you may let 
ane know your Thoughts,» cr | 


| . a 
As the Place where I was did not allow me fo write her: 
gn Anfwer, fo I contented my felf to note only onmy Tables, 


Book thefe Lines ; Lis. 
+ you 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. Trg 
3 3 : 
aera F | eee ai CT PCT 

m0 U have "Power to make me take what Journey you pleafe. : T° 
£ am very fenfible, that I Love you too well to be at cafe, and that 
Ihave more Caufe to fufbeëf my own Weakne 5, thaw you bave to be 
afraid of yours 5 however, I foail be at Manfanarez, being refolw'd 
to obey you, whatever you command me. 1 | 


| gave my Table-Book to this honeft Meffenger, who had 
the affurance to fteal off the Plates and Clafps before fhe would, 
deliver it. I defir’d Bellevilleto let me go alone to this Afig- 
‘nation, Hetold me, he was very glad of it? fort/abella had 
given him Notice, that the defir’d to {peak with him alone at 
the Horid. Itwas with Impatience that we waited for the ap- 
pointed Hour, and then we quitted each other, afcer having 
with’d our felves good Succefs in RL Te <7 ke 
As foon as I came to the River fide, I carefully look’d at all 
the Coaches which pafs'd by; but it washard for me todifcover 
any thing,becaufethey had double Curtains drawn. But at lait, : 
there came one and ftopd, and | perceiv'd fome Woman in’t, 
who gave mea Sign to approach. There was Ines, who was 
more concealed than ufual, and I could not know her but, by- — 
her Voice. How indufirioufly you hide your felf? faid I to: 
her. Do you think, Madam, that the Thoughts of not being 
able to fee you, and the violent Defires I have forit, are not 
‘enough to kill me with Grief? If you'll come along with me, 
Says fhe, you.fhall fee me: But for the prefent I mult hood- 
wink you. : To be free with you, faid I to her, rill now,. you 
have appear’d very amiable to me; but this myfterious Carr 
“riage, which ferves tono end, but tomakeme {uffer, 1s trouble- 
fome. I£1 am founhappy to be thought by you an unfaithful 
Man, you ought not at all. to truft mes but ifon the contrary, 
Iam in your good Opinion, you ought to declare it bya 
more ingenuous Proceeding. _ Interrupting me, fays fhe, you 
ought to be perfwaded, that Ihave ftrong reafons for what lL 
do, fince notwithfanding what you have now told me, 1 al- 
‘ter not my Refolution. The thing however is at your Choice 5 
but for my own part, | will not let you come inte MY Coach, 
but upon that Condition. As the Spaniards are naturally ob- 
‘ftinate, I rather chofe to fuffer my Eyes to be coverd than to 
"break off with her. I muft needs own, that thefe Appearances 
_ of good Fortune had fill’d me with fome fort of Vanity 3 and L 
fancy’d «my felf with fome Princefs, who for the prefent had 
no mind I fhould know her; but afterwards, that I fhould find 
her one of* the mott perfect and rich Women of gles 
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This Conceit hinder’d me any longer to oppofe.her Will, J. 
told her, I fubmitted to her to be hoodwink’d, and even to be: 
blinded by her, if fhe could pleafe her felf in the Aëtion. She’ 
tied her Handkerchief about my Head fo hard, that at firtt: 
fhe put me in terrible pain. I fat me down by her ; it was’ 
now dark ; I knew not whither we were going, but gave my 
felf up entirely into her power. Er, | 

She had with her two other Women, The Coach mov’d fo 
long, that I believe we pafs’d through moft of the ftreets of" 
Madrid. She entertain’d me with fuch witty Difcourfe, that 1 
had no need to think the time or way long: And I was even 
charm’d with hearing her, when our unlucky Coach, which 
was but amean one, run upon another,and ait du a fuddenwas 
overturn'd ; and we happen’d to fall in a place call’d the Maree, 
which is one of the greateft and naftieft Ditches in the City. I 
was never fo vex'd in my life. Thethree Ladies fell upon me : 
they almoft ftifled me ; and I was even deaf with their noife, 
having my Eyes bound, and my Head turn’d about after a 
ftrange fafhion. I could not have my share of making a noife, 
without {wallowing a great deal of this ftinking Water. I then 
began to make fome Reflections on the unlucky hours of a 
Man’s Life; and though I dearly loved Ines, yet I found’ that 
| Tlov’d my felf more, and wifh’d I had never feen her. I can- 

not pofitively tell how things pafs’d ; but felt myfelf deliver’d 
from the heavy weight which fo opprefs’d me ; and when, by 
the help of fome People which drew me out, I got upon my 
legs, I could neither tte Ines, nor her Companions, The Folks 
which ftood about me, laugh’d like fo many Fools, to fee me 
hoodwink’d, and fo cover’d with this black Water, that I look’d 
asif 1 hadcomeout of an Ink-tub. I afk’d the Coachman where 
his Miftrefs was. He told me, the Lady with whom I was, was | 
none of hjs Miftrefs, and that fhe went away curfing of me; that 
She was very dirty; that he knew her not; and that fhe only | 
faid to him at going away, that I muft pay him. And prithee, 
faid J, where didit thou take her up? He anfwer’d me, at the | 
Gate Delcalcas Reales, and that an old Woman came for him, 
and brought him to the place where he took her up. For my 
Money | got him to carry me home. I expected Belleville with 
a mixture of Impatienceand Grief: It was late before he came; 
and he was extreamly fatisfiedwith J/abella, in whom he found 
abundance of gaod Nature, and an infinite deal of Wit. 

I related to him my Adventure. He could not but Jaugh 
heartily at,it ; and as he was fill’d with an extraordinary Joy, 
he told me 3 hundsed pleafant Stories, which put à 
| eed 


The Lady's Travels into Spain. 117 
decd into a very bad Humour. It was daylight before we went 
to bed, and I had not got up, but to take a walk with him in 
‘the Prado. As we were going along by fome very low Win- ° 
dows, I heard Ives cry out to me; Cavalero, go not fo faft; 
itisat leaft fit toask you, how you do after your fall laft night? 
Advancing to the Window, pray, faid I to her, what became of 

ou, fair Ives? And had not 1 misfortunes enough, but I muft 
Tote you too? You had not loft me, replied fhe, but that a 
Lady, who was my Relation, pafling by in that moment, knew 
my voice ; and I was oblig’d, againft my mind, to go with her 
in her Coach, for I was unwilling fhe should fee us together. 
‘Though the Coachman told me another ftory, yet I durft not 
examine any further into the matter, for fear of making her 
uneafy ; and with abundance of kindnefs I ask’d her, when I 
fhould have an Opportunity, without any reftraint, to let her 
know what a mighty Paffion and Refpect I had for her? ae 
fhall be very quickly, fays the, for now [begin to think you love 
me ; but yet Time muft confirm me in this Opinion. Oh! 
you are very cruel, faid I, and muft have very little Love for 
me thus to defer what I fo earneftly beg. Speak the truth 
freely, fays fhe; and tell me, whether you will marry me? Yes, 
faid 1; if you will, I’ll marry you, notwithftanding | never yet 
“had full fight of you, nor have had the happinefs to know you. | 
Lam rich, fays fhe, and am of Birth ; and they tell me, [have : 
fome perfonal Merits. I replied, you have all the things which 
pleafe me, beyond any Perfon in the World: Your Wit hath 
charmed me; but you make me often defpair, and I had much 
rather chufe to die at once, than fuffer what I do. She fella’ 
laughing ; and after that, there were few Evenings that we did 
not converfe together, either at the Prado, or at Manfanarery 
or elfe at fome Houfe unknown to me, whither | was conduc- 
ted. I muf confefs I never went into the Chamber with her, 
and I only talk’d to her through the Grates of the Window 3 
where, for four Hours together, | ufed to make the moft im- 
ertinent Figure in the World. To fpeak freely, one muft live 
in Spain to be able to endure fuch Ways and Cuftoms: But yet 
really I lov’d Ives; 1 obferved in her fomething that was very: 
{mart and taking, which furpriz’d and affected me. 
~ One time I met her in a Garden, where fhe had appointed 
me to be, and where fhe fhewed me more kindnefs than fhe 
ufed to do. When fhe faw it begin to be dark, fhe defir’d me 
to be gone: I unwillingly obeyed her; and as I went along a 
_narrow Street, I perceiyed three Men with Sword in hand fet 
| upon 
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upon one fingle Man, who defended himfelf valiantly. I could 
_not endure to fee fo unequal a Match,and I run ‘0 fecond him 5 
but juft as |came up to him, they made a pafs at him, and he 
fell upon me like a dead Man. ‘Thefe Murderers run away as 
faft as they could, and by this time the Noife had drawn out a 
great many People, who, feeing me with my Sword in hand, 
did not doubt but that I was one of the Criminals. ‘They pre- 
par’d to feize me; but perceiving their ill Intentions, I thought 
it was better to provide for my Safety by Flight, than to truft 
tomy Innocence. I was clofely purfu’d, and-which way foe- 


ver I took, fill they met with me. Inthis Diftrefs, I hada 


limpfe of a Door half open: I flip’d into it without any Body’s 
feeing me ; and groping along, I came, at laft, into a very dark 


Hall. I perceiv'd Light through a Door. I could not rellwhether. 


it was beft to open it, nor what I fhould fay, if there were 


People init. I confider’d with my felf, that I had the Looks of. 


one affrighted, and that I fhould be taken for a Man that came 
from doing fome ill Aion, and fought for an Opportunity to 
do fome other. I deliberated a long time. [liften’d with great 


Attention to hear fome Body talk ; and hearing none, at laf T 


ventur'd, and foftly open’d the Door,- and faw no Body. I 
nimbly look’d about where to hide my felf; methought the 
Hangings ftuck out in. fome Places, and really I got behind 
them in alittle Corner. I had been there but a very little while, 
when I efpy’d. coming in Ines and I/abella. 1 cannot exprefs to 
you, Madam, what a pleafant Amazement I was in, to find 


my felf in my Miftrefs’s Houle: Ino ways doubted, that For- 


? 


_tune favour’d my Defign; I wasin no Fear of thofe who might 


“fearch aftet me ; and as I was even ready to go and throw my. 


felf down at her Feet, I heard I/abella begin to difcourfe : Says 


fhe, what haft thou been doing to day, dear Ives, haft thou. 
feen Daucourt? Yes, fays Ines, I have feenhim, and I :have ' 


reafon to believe he loves me defperately, unlefs all my Rules 


deceive me;he talks very {erioufly of marryingme ; that which. 


ow isit poffible for thee to deny either the one or the other? 


replies I/abella. No, I do not pretend to do it, anfwers Iness 


. only Pll take the moft favourable Opportunities: I fancy I fhall 
not think it cunning to fet my felf to a full Light, at all the 


Curtains open: No, Lintend they fhall be clofe drawn, andthat 


the Windows fhall only let infome glimmering Rays of'the Sun, 
which fhall ferve to fet me off. As tomy Birth, I have got my 


Pedigree: Authentically drawn, which coft me nothing but a . 


Hte 


press me is, that he will firft fee and know me. And. 
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little old Pafchment gnawed by the Mice. And as to ready 
Money, thot knoweft my old Lover, honeft Dox Diego, will 
furnifh me: WhenDaxcourt has told and receivedit,he willlittle — 
think that Thieves are appointed to take it away from him 

upon our very Wedding-Night. I have this day takenvery fair 
Lodgings ready furnithed ; fo that thou wilt yield, I haveneg- 
lected nothing which might contribute to the Succefs ofa Bur 
finefs fo advantageous to me, and which I fo much defire. 
Says Iabella, thy Precautions feem very wile ; but yet I fear: 
the Difcovery of the Intrigue. But, fays Ives, prithee, my 
Dear, what doft thou do? As to Marriage, I make but a 
{mall Progrefs, fays Iabella ; but to {peak Truth, that is not. 
oy Defign. I find Belleville an honeftMan ; I am fenfible that 
I love him; # only defire the Poffeffion of his Heart, and I 
fancy I fhould be forry if he would marry me, ‘Thou art of 
an odd fort of Humour, fays Ives: Thou loveit him, thy For- 
tune is none of the-greareft ; thou mighteft be happy with. 
him, and yet thou durft not defire to be his Wife, But pri- 
thee, fays Iabella, who told thee that I fhould be happy with 
him? Love is fo unconflant a thing, that hardly are the firfk, 
Moments of Marriage pleafant : [tell thee, Love mutt have 
fomething continually to provoke and {pur it.. Novelty isa 
grateful Difh to it, and how is it poffible for a Wife always 
to be new ? And how can a Mifirefs either, cries Ives, befo? 
Go, Ifabella, thy modifh Maximsare not reafonable. Neither, 
 fays Iabella, can I like of what thou defigneft ; and if thou 
would’ft take my Advice, thou fhould’ft ferioufly confider thine 
own Age: For to {peak freely, thou art old, very old. Is it 
juit for fixty Years to put a Cheat upon a Man of thirty? Hé 
‘will be enrag’d at thee, he will certainly forfake thee, or elfe 
he'll break thy Bones ; nay, it may happen he’ll knock thy 
Brains out before he leaves thee. Ines, was of a quick Appre- 
henfion, and brisk: She took it heinoufly that Iabella fhould 
reproach her with her Age, and immediately fhe gave her the 
-greateft Box on the Kar which perhaps was ever given. The 
other, of as hafty a Nature, return’d her two, Ives lent het 
a dozen good Cufts with her Fift, which were fpeedily re- 
paid ; fo that my two Female Champions enter’d the Field of 
Mars, The Combat was {o extream pleafant betweenthem, that 
Jalmoft broke my Sides with laughing in mylittle Hole. I had 
much ado to hinder myfelffrom breaking outaloud : for you may 
eafily believe, Madam, that I had very little Concern for either 
of them, after the Trick which underftood was to be put upon. 
ET cure oh eg :.. me 
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me with fo much Malice, and when I muft neceffarily look up- 
on Imes as a common Jilt.… Ifabella, who knew all the weak 
Places of her Enemy, took her Opportunities, and being both 
younger and ftronger, tore off her Head-drefs, and left her all 
bald. In my whole Life I was never more furprized, than to 
fee the Hair fall off, which before appear’d fo lovely to me, 
and which I thought had been her own: But this was nothing 
to what followed ; for with one Blow of her Fift, fhe not only 
made feveral of her'Teeth leap out of her Mouth, but alfo two 
little Cork Plumpers, which ferved to fill out her hollow Jaws. 
And here the Fray ended ; for their Chamber-maids, who had 
heard the Noife of the Skirmifh, run in, and with much ado 
parted them. They faid the bittereft things one againft the 
other, and even threaten’d to reveal to the Inquifition moft 
terrible Crimes, with which they reproached each other. 
Ives, finding herfelf with her Chamber-maid only, looked at 
herfelf a long time in a great Glafs, and protefted that there 
was nothing fo injurious, which fhe had not faid to I/abella, 
that fhe might be reveng’d of her for the Abufes fhe had re- 
ceiv’d from her. At laft fhe fat her down, and refted herfelf a 


while : A little Table was brought and fet before her, and upon 
it fhe lays an artificial Eye, which ufed to fill up the place of a 


natural one, fhe wanted: Afterwards, fhe takes off her Face as 


much white and red Colour, as, without any Hyperbole, would: 
have covered a Mask. It would be hard to defcribe to you, Ma- 


dam, the extraordinary Uglinefs of this Woman, who, till now, 


had appear’d to me very pretty. Lrubb’d my Eyes ; I was like’ 
a Man that could not tell whether he doted, or had fome idle: 
Dream. To be fhort, the undrefs’d herfelf, and was almoft na- 
ked : and here I fhall forbear reprefenting to you this frightful’ 
Carcafs. But certainly, Love never met with a better Cure. 
In all thofe Parts where otherFolks are fat and plump, fhe was ” 


leanand hollow: Shelook’d perfectly like a Skeleton, which by 


fome fecret Spring was made to move about the Room : She: 


was ina Gown with a white Mantle upon her Shoulders, her 


Head bald, and her Arms appear’d extream little and lean. She _ 


bethought herfelf, that in theScuffle her Pearl Bracelets broke ; 
fhe had a mind to gather them up, but had enough to do to 


find them: her Chamber-maidcame to help her ; they counted : 


them, and found they had all but two, which were well curfed 
for my fake. Ines {wore by St. Games, Patron of Spain, that 
fhe would not go to bed till fhe had found them: Her Maid 

and {he look’d in every Corner and Hole, removing the Tables, 
ss : tuinbling 
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tumbling the Chairs, and throwing this way andathat way eve- 
-rything they came near ; for Ives was ina very ill Humour. As 
I faw her make towards my Corner, Fear of being difcover’d 
by fuch a Fury, made me lie as clofe as “twas poflible: But 
unluckily, as [drew back, I threw down feveral Bottles, which 
ftood there upon Shelves, and thefe made a mighty Noife. 
Ines, believing it was the Cat which had done this Mifchief, 
with all her might cry’d out, Gato, Gato ; that is, Cat, Cat; 
and lifting up the Hangings to chaftize the Cat, with an Amaze- 

ment and Rage, which almof ftruck her dead upon the fpot, 
‘he efpy’d me. She fell violently upon me, and pull’d the Hair 
€ my Head; fhe reviled me grievoufly, fhe was like one 
intick : The Veins of her Neck were {fo fwell’d, and her 
-inkles and Furrows were fo frightful, that methought I faw 

- Head of Medufa ; and in this my great ‘Terror, I confider’d 
my Efcape, when on a fudden I heard a ftrange Noife upon 
the Stairs, which gave me a frefh Alarm : But Ines left me, and 
run down to know wlfat was the matter ; and by that time the 
whole Houfe was filled with Cries and Weeping : The Of- 
cers of Juftice, who had found this young Man (of whom E 
told you before, Madam) lying upon the Ground, and was _ 
the Caufe I was fo hotly purfu’d, after fome diligent Search, 
found that he was the Son of a Lady who lived in the fame 
Houfe: They brought him thus, with his Body all wounded 
and bloody, at which fad Sight fhe fell into a defperate Condi- 
tion. And as I had told Ives fomething of my Adventure, that 
À might give her fome Satisfaction why I came into her Cham- 
ber, fo this lean Hag would not keep my Secret ; but to be re- 
veng’d on me for having difcover’d her crafty Tricks, was re- 
folv’d to inform againft me. I have the Murderer in my pow- 
er, cries fhe ; come along with me, and I'll deliver him up to 
you. Immediately fhe opens her Chamber-door ; and, being 
followed by a Troop of Alquazils, that is to fay, Serjeants or 
Bayliffs, deliver’d me up to them, with all neceflary Evidence 
for my fpeedy Tryal. Says fhe, I faw this Wretch with his 
naked Sword all bloody with the Wound he came from giving; 
he ran intomy Chamber to fave himfelf, and threaten’d me 
with Death, it I would not conceal him. Whatever I could 
fay in my juftification was all in vain, they would not fo much 
-as hear me: They bound my Hands with Cords, and fo led. 
me to Prifon as a wretched Malefactor, whilft good Ines, and 
the Mother and Sifter of the Wounded, loaded me with Blows 
and Curfes. They caufed me to be put ina Hole, where f 
was feveral Days, without having the liberty to give notice to 
ny 
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my Brother 6r my Friends of what had pafs’d : They likewife: 
were in mighty pain about me, concluding for certain, that El 
was murdered in fome Corner of a Street, or elfe at fome off 
my Night-Intrigues. ay aM 

» At‘laft, Belleville, who ftillcontinu’d to fee I/abella, acquaint-- 
ed her with his Grief, and begged her to affift him to difcover,, 
at leaft, what they had done with my Body. She was fo induf-- 
triousto get Information about it, that Ives’s Chambermaid,whop 
had been ill enough ufed by her Miftrefs, told her the whole: 
Secret of the Hiftory, altho’ her good Lady had flriétly forbidi 
her. Upon this News, my Brother ran to beg the King to have 
‘pity on me, and to command them to remove me out of thatt 
Hole, which feemed more like Hell than a Prifon. I fwoonedi 
away when Ifaw Light. I wasfo wafted, and weak, that I fright-- 
ed Folks ; but yet I could not come out of Prifon for fome times, 
becaufe of certain Formalities : And] leave you to think,Madam,, 
what I meditated againft the perfidious Ives ; but yet I knew 
not whether ever I fhould bein a condition to put in executiom 
all the Projets of my juft Revenge; for the Centlentiel who 
was wounded, continu’d very ill, and his Life was defpaired ofi. 
‘Mine depended upon fuch a ticklifh Point, that I put up moftt 
ardent Prayers for him ; and in fuch a melancholy Uncertainty Il 
‘pafs’d a great many Hours. But my Brother, who was perfwad1- 
ed of my Innocence, omitted nothing for the Difcovery of thee 
‘Authors of this murderous AË€. At laff, he underftood thatt 
this young and wounded Cavalero had a Rival, and he made feo 
diligent a Search and Examination, that he certainly knew thatt 
the Blow came from thence. He was fo fortunate to get hitm 
apprehended, and thisMan freely owned the Fatt, which ae:- 
quitted me. I was therefore fet at Liberty, and I conceivecd 
fo much Joy at it, that I was fick for feveral Days after 5 ov 
‘yather, perhaps, if was an Effect of that unwholefome Au: 
which I received in the Prifon. a 
©: In themean while, wicked Ives, who to be fure was not mucth 
at eafe, for fear of what might happen upon her ferving me fuckh 
‘a pleafant Trick, having notice that I was fet free, andinacondit- 
‘tion to reward her according to her Merits, packed up her Bage 
‘gage, and one Night privately ran away, and_no body knew 
whither fhe wasgone ; fo that when we wanted her, at leaft te 
make her an Example among the cheating Jilts, we were diff 
appointed. But I was eafily fatisfied, becaulenaturally I do non 
love to do any hurt to Women. © But left fhe might play me 
fore other Pranks, 1 left Madrid, that 1 might alfo avoid thofe 
of Spain. + 1 am new returning into Frante, Madam, continuecc 
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he, whither À fhall be very glad to carry your-Commands, if 
‘you'll do me fo great an Honour to lay any uponme. 
© Tho’ I have fome trouble at what happened ‘to this Gentle- 
man, yet 1 could not chufe but laugh at fome Circumftances of 
this Adventure; and I am willing to believe, Dear Coufin, that 
you will not be difpleafed, that I make you partake with me. 
{ fhall write to you no more till I come to Madrid, where I 
promife myfelf to fee things far more worthy of your Notice, 
than hitherto I have been able to acquaint you, 


. From St. Auguftin, this 
25th of March. | 


LETTER VIL 


Would not, if you pleafe, Dear Confin, have you angry, 
À that I did not write to you as foon as I arrived at Madrid : 
Ithought it was better to tarry till | was in a condition to tell 
you fomething more exaëtly and curious. I knew that my 
Kinfwoman was to go before me as-far as Alcouendus, which 
is about fix Leagues diftance from Madrid. As fhe was not yet 
come, and I had a mind to ftay for her, Dow Frederic de Car- 
donne propofed to me to go dine at a very fine Houfe, the 
Mafter whereof was his particular Acquaintance : So that in- 
ftead of going into this little Village, we croffed by it, and 
through a Walk pleafant enough, we came to the Houle of Doz 
Auguftin Pacheco. This Gentleman is antient, and yet he is 
lately married to Donna Thorefa de Figucroa. "This is his third 
Wife, and fhe is but feventeen Years of Age ; but of fuch an 
agreeable Humour, and fo ingenious, that we were perfectly 
charmed with her Wit and her Perfon. It was ten a clock 
when we got there. ‘The Spaniards are naturally lazy, and 
love to rile late ; and thefe two were yet in Bed. Her 
Husband gave us fucha frank and civil Reception, as fuffici- 
ently teftified how much he was pleafed that we caine to-fee 
him. He went to walk in his Gardens, whofe Exaëinefs yields 
in nothing to ours. I accompanied him without delay ; for 
the Weather was very inviting, and the Trees in this Country 
are as forward in the Month of March, as they are in France 
; | a A gk bald 6 82 . ÉD à Ed age 
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at the latter end of Sune. Indeed this is the moft charming! 
Seafon for the enjoyment of what they call /a Prima Vera, that? 
is to fay, the Beginning of the Spring : For when the Sun be. 
gins to have more Force and Heat, it fcorches and withérs the: 
Leaves, as if they had pafs’d through Flames. Thefe Gardens,, 
of which I fpeak, were adorn'd with Bowling-greens, Foun-- 
tains and Statues; and Don Auguftin was not backward to fhew 
us all the Rarities. He is much taken with them, and values: 
not the {pending Money thereon 5 for heis very rich. He led! 
us into a Gallery, where there were divers Tables of Cedar: 
Wood, fet full of Books. He immediately led us up to the: 
biggeft of them, and told us, they contained, an ineftimable: 
T'reafure, and that there was a Collection of Plays of the bettt 
Authors. Heretofore, continwd be, virtuous Perfons could nott 
think fit to go to Plays ; there was nothing to be feen but Ac- 
tions contrary to Modefty ; they heard Difcourfes, which were: 
offenfive ; the Aétors made honeft People afhamed : There: 
Vice was flatter’d, and Virtue condemn’d ; the Scenes became: 
bloody with Combats, the Weakeft was always oppreft by the: 
Strongeft, and Cuftom gave continuance to Crimes. But fince: 
Lopes de Vega hath fo fuccefsfully labour’d to reform the Spanifh 
Theatre, there is now nothing fuffer’d contrary to good Man-- 
_ners; both the Favourite,the F ootman,and the Ploughman,with-- 
out difguife,keeping to their native Simplicity ; and making thatt 
pleafant, by an ingenious l'utn, find the Secrets to cure Princes;, 
and even our Kings, of that common Difeafe to hear Truth,whem 
their own Faults are reprefented. It was he who gave Ruless 
for thefe Afcents, and who taught them to divide their Playss 
into three Jordana’s, or Acts. ' Since his ‘Time, we have feem 
fourifh the Montalvanes, the Mendora’s, the Rojas Alarcones, thee 
Veles, the Mira de Mefcuas, the Cocllos, and the Villaizanes. Butt 
above all, Dox Pedro Calderone excelled as to the ferious and! 
grave Part ; and even in the comick Part he furpaffed all thoféf 
that went before him. I could not forbear telling him, Thatt 
at Vittoria I faw a Play, which to me feemed bad enough: Andi 
if I might fpeak my Judgment freely, I would not have then 
intermix with Holy Tragedies (which require great Refpects 
and according to their Subjects fhould he worthily managed)) 
any idle or filly Jefts. He reply’d, That by this I had faid too 
him, he knew the Genius of my Country ; that he had fel: 
. dom obferv’d the French to like what theSpaniards did : And ass 
this Thought carry’d him to fome difpleafing Reflections, Il 
affured him, That naturally we have no Antipathy for any Nas 


tion ; that we even thought our felves obliged to do justices 
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to our, Enemies. And as to Plays, though I had yet found 
none to my Fancy, it did not follow but that there might be 
others much better and more agreeable to me. The Manner 
of my talking to him, did a little compofe him; fo that he 
defired me to go into his Wife’s Apartment, which was at the 
end of the Gallery. aS 

Don Fernand de Toledo, and the three other Knights, tarried 
there; becaufe it is not the Cuftom in Sais for Men to go in- 
to Women’s Chambers while they are in bed. A Brother has 
not this Privilege; unlefs his Sifter be fick. Donna Therefa rè- 
ceived me in as kind and obliging a manner, as if fhe had been 
long acquainted. And this muft be confefied, in praife of the 
Spaxiards, that nothing of that fort of Familiarity, which comes 
8 want of, or a mean Education, appears in their Enter- 
tainments ; for with great Civility and Earneftnefs they are 
very careful to pay what they owe to others, and at the fame 
time do not forget what’s due to themfelves. She was in bed 
withoutany Coif, or Cornet: Her Hair was parted in the mid- 
dle of her Forehead, tied behind with a Ribband, and wrapt 
up with Carnation-colour’d Taffety: Her Shift was very fine, 
and of fo vaft a largenefs, that it look’d like a Surplice; the 
Sleeves were as big as Men’s, and button’d at the Hands with 
Diamonds: Inftead of narrow Point at the Neck and Hands, fhe 
had her’s wrought with blue and flefh-coloured Silk in Flow- 
ers; her Ruffles were of white Taffety pinkt. She had 
feveral little Pillows tied with Ribbands, and trimmed with 
very broad and fine Lace: She had Boffes all of Flowers of 
of Point de Spain in Silk and Gold, which look’d very pretty. 
Her Bed was al of Copper, gilt with little Balls of Ivory 
and Ebony; her Bed-head was adorn’d with four Rows of lit= 
tle Copper Ballifters, very well wrought. 

Sheask’d me leave to rife ; but when fhe came to put on her 
Stockings and Shoes, fhe caufed the Key to be taken out of 
the Door, and that te be bolted. 1 enquir’d the Reafon of this 
barricading. She told me, That fhe knew there were with me 
fome Spani/h Gentlemen, and that fhe had father lofe her Life, 
than they fhould fee her Feet. I broke out into Laughter, and 
begged her to let me fee them ; for that I could not apprehend 
that the thing was of that moment. It is true indeed, that for 
their Littlenefs they are foniething extraordinary ; for [have 
feen Children of fix Years old have as great. As foon as fhe 
was up, fhe took a little Cup full of Red, and with a good big 
Pencil the laid it on, not only upon her Cheeks, her Chin, un- 
der her Nofe, above her ieee and the edges of her Ears 5 
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but fhe alfo bedaubed the infide of her Hands, ‘her Fingers, 
and her Shoulders. She told me that every Night at going to 
bed, and every Morning at rifing, they laid this colour on: 
That fhe did not paint, and that fhe was willing enough to 
leave the ufe of this Red; but that it was fuch a general Cuf- 
tom, that it could not be difpenfed with; for let one be of ne- 
ver fo frefh a Colour, they would look pale and fickly when 
they were near others, if they did not ufe this Red. One of 
her Women perfumed her from Head to Foot with excellent 
Paftrils, the Smoak whereof fhe made to afcend to her : Ano- 
ther took Orange Flower-Water in her Mouth, and dexte-. 
roufly through her ‘Teeth fhe fprinkled it like Rain upon her 5, 
‘and this they call Roufia. She told me, that there was no-: 
thing that fpoiled the Teeth more, than this way of {quirt-: 
ing it, but that the Water fmelt better for it. . Of this I. 
doubted ; and I thought it very ugly, that an old Woman,, 
fuch as that was which I faw there, fhould come and fpurt: 
Water out of her Mouth in my Face. | 
Don Auguftin having known by one of his Wife’s Servants) 
that fhe was drefs’d, did not ftand upon the Cuftom of the: 
Country; but lead Don Fernand, and the Knights, into her: 
Chamber. This Converfation was not long in common, but: 
we divided. For my part, I difcourfed with Donna Therefa 5; 
and fhe told me, fhe was born at Madrid, but was brought up) 
at Lisbon with her Grand-mother, who was Sifter to Don Au-- 
guftin Pacheco, fo that her Husband was her great Uncle, and! 
thefe fort of Alliances are often contraéted in Spain. She: 
talk’d to me much of the Young Infanta of Portugal, and boaft-- 
ed mightily of her Wit; and told me, if I would go into» 
her Clofet, I might judge of her Beauty, for fhe had her Pic-- 
ture there. I immediately went, and was furprized with the: 
Charms I obferved in this Princefs. She had her Hair cut and! 
curl'd like the Perriwig of an Abbot, and an Invention for pre-! 
ferving Children from falling, fo big, that there were upon it! 
two Baskets of Flowers, and little Veffels of a Medicinal! 
Earth, of which they eat a great deal in Portugal and Spain,, 
although ’tis an Earth that hath little T'afle. Donna Therefas 
fhewed me the Skin of a Serpent, which her Husband killedi 
in the Indies ; and though it was dead, yet I was afraid of it.. 
Thofe of this kind are extream dangerous ; but it feems as iff 
Providence had taken care to preferve Men from them; fort 
thefe Serpents have a fort of Bell about their Head, which 


rings when they move, and fo gives notice to Travellers to fe-- 
cure themfelves, | | 
Thiss 
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- This yousg Lady, who is a great lover of Portugal, difcour- 
fed to me much inits Favour. She told me, That the Sea, 
which flows up into the Tagws, renders that River capable to 
bear the greateft Galeons, and the faireft Ships upon the 
Ocean. That the City of Lisbon flands upon the fide of a 
little Hill, which infenfibly defcends to the very brink of the 
* Tagus : So that the Houfes being built one-above another, are 
all feen at once, and fo becomes a very pleafant Profpeét. The 
old Walls which the Moors built about it, are yet ftanding + 
There are of them four Rounds, built at divers times 3 the 
laft may have about fix Leagues Circumference. The Caftles 
which ftands upon a Hill, hath its particular Beauties: In it you 
fee Palaces, Churches, Fortifications, Gardens, Armories and Streets 4 
There’s always a good Garrifon, with a Governor: ‘This For- 
trefs commands the City, and from thence they may thunder 
upon it, in cafe it proves Rebellious. The Palace where the © 
King lives, is more confiderable, if not for its Strength; yet 
for the Uniformity of its Buildings: Every thing there, is 
Great and Magnificent; the Profpett it has to the Sea, hath 
made them take fo much care to beautify it. She difcourfed 
to me afterwards of the publick Places, which are adorned. 
with Vaults and Arches, and of the great Houfes round about 
the Dominicans Convent, where the Inquifition is, before the 
Gate of which there is a Fountain, with a great many Sta- 
tues of white: Marble, which throw the Water every way. 
She added, that the Fair of Reucio is kept on the Tue/day of 
every Week, in a Place which might be taken for an .4mphi« 
theatre, becaufe ’tis environed with little Hills, upon which 
are built feveral fair Palaces. ‘There’s another Place on the 
fide of the Tazus, where the Market is kept ; and there one may 
meet with every thing which can be defired, of the beft in his 
kind, either in Fowl, Fith, Fruits, Herbs, or Pulfe. The Cuflom-~ 
Houfe ftands a little higher up, where there are infinite Riches 
and Rarities, and fome Fortifications are lately made to pre- 
ferve them. The Metropolitan Church is not eminent for any 
thing but its Antiquity : [tis dedicated to St.Vincent. It is pre- 
tended, that after he had fuffered Martrydom, they refufed 
him Burial, and that the Ravens watch’d over his Body, till 
fome pious Perfons:came and took it up, and carried it to Va- 
lentia in Spain, to have it worfhip'd ; and for this reafon there 
are Ravens kedt in the Church, and there is a Box for them, 
into which are put the Alms to buy them Food. 
Although Lisbon, continued fhe, is a very pleafant place tolive 
in, yet we dwelt at Alcantara. ‘This Village is not above a 
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quarter of a League from the City: There’s in it a ‘Royal Houfe, 
‘not fo fine for its Buildings, as for its Situation; the River fup- 
lies the Place of a Channel: There one fees admirable Gar- 
dens, all filled with Grots and Cataraéts, or great Falls of 
“Water, as well as Spouts of Water. Belem is not far from 
hence; it is the Place defigned for the Sepuleure of the Kings 
of Portugal, and in the Church of the Hieronomites: It is all co- 
vered over with White Marble; the Pillars and Statues are of 
the fame; the Tombs are in even Rows in three different 
Chappels, amongft which there are fome well wrought. Belem, 
Feriera, Sacavin, and fome other Places about the City, are re- 
markable for the vaft quantities of Oranges and Lemmons 
growing there ; the Air you fmell there is all perfumed ; you 
can hardly fit down under the Trees, but you are covered 
with their Flowers ; one fees running amongft them a thoufand 
little Rivulets; and it may be affirmed, that there is nothing 
more {weet in the Night, than the Murmurs and Harmony 
which are there frequently heard. At Belem there are great 
Magazines of Oranges, both {weet and fowr Lemmons, Pom- 
Citrons and Lemmons. They load them on fmall Veffels, and 
fo tranfport them into moft Parts of Lurope. 

Likewife fhe told me of the Knights del Habito de Chrifto, of | 
the Habit of Chrift, whofe multitude made them lefs confidera- 
ble; and alfo of the Counts of the Kingdom, which have the 
fame Privileges as the Grandees of Spain 3 they are poffeffed of | 
Las Comarcas, which are éertain Lands belonging to the Crown, 

and divided into Counties of a confiderable value. She toldme, 
that when the K# intended to go abroad, the People had 
notice of it by a ‘Trumpet, which founds very early in the: 
Morning, in the Place through which his Majefty is to pafs.. 
For the Queen, ‘tis a Flute and a Drum: For the Ivfanta, a. 
~Hautboy. When they all go abroad together, the ‘Trumpet, , 
the Drum, the Flute, and the Hautboy, march in a Company; 
and by this means, if any one cannot get into the Pa- 
face to prefent a Petition, he needed only wait for the King’s: 
coming by. Eight Leagues from Coimbrie, there’s a Fountain, , 
in a Place called Cedima, which draws in, and fwallows down : 
every thing which touches its Water. Experiments are often 
made from great Branches of Trees, and fometimes of Horfes, , 
which they caufe to be brought there, from whence they can- 
not get back, but with great difficulty. 

But that which caufes the greateft wonder, added fhe, isthe 
Lake of the Mountain of Strellz, where there are often found 
the Wrecks of Ships, broken Mafts, Anchors, and Sails; and a 

the 
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the Sea is above twelve Leagues off ; and this is upon the top 
of a very high Hill too. It cannot be imagined by what means 
all thefe things fhould come there. Whilit I was hearing, with 
great delight, Donna Therefa relate thefe things, her Husband, 
and the reft of the Company, came and interrupted us. Doz 
Auguftin was a Man of Underftanding, and for all his Age, was 
very pleafant. Ifmy Curiofity is not indifcreet, pray, Madam, 
fays he, tell me what Subject this Child has entertain’d you 
with? Mi Tio, reply’d fhe (that is, my Uncle) you may eafily 
believe it was Portugal. Oh! Ithought as much, cry’d he ; 
there it is fhe always chufes her Field of Action. Dear God! 
fays fhe, every body has fome Place they love ; and when once 
you are got to your Mexico, one cannot draw you from thence. 
You have been in the Indies, refumed I; and Donna T herefa’ 
hath fhew’d me a Serpent, which, fhe fays, you kill’d there. 
‘It 1s true, Madam, continu’d he ; and if it were not time for 
you to dine, it wouid not, perhaps, be unpleafant to you to 
hear of what I have feen there. But, fays he, I fhould go 
to Madrid ; and, if you pleafe, I'll bring to you Donna T berefa. 
It is there indeed, where I fhould lay the Scene of Difcourfe, 
and where I could tell you of things, which, I believe, you 
would not be unwilling to know. I affured him, that he 
would do me a particular Favour, to give me fo fignal a Mark 
of his Kindnefs ; and that I fhould be overjoy’d to fee the fair 
Donna Therefa, and to hear het talk of the Indies ; the that dif- 
courfed fo admirably of every thing. He took me by the 
Hand, and led me down into a Hall paved with Marble, which 
was hung with Pictures inftead of Tapeftry, and fet round 
with Cufhions. Cloth was laid there upon a Table for the 
Men ; but upon a Carpet on the Floor, it was laid for Douna 
Therefa, my felf, and my Daughter. 

: Twas furprized at thisFafhion, not having been ufe to dine 
0 : however, I took no notice of it, and I had a mind to try it 5 
ut I was never more uneafy ; my Legs ak’d moft horribly : 
One while I lean’d upon my Elbow, and then upon my Hand. 
n a word, I could not dine ; and yet the good Lady was not 
enfible ofit; for fhe thought the Women in France were ufed 
o eat upon a Floor, as they did in Spain. But Don Fernand 
é Toledo, who obferved me uneafy, rofe from ‘Table, with Dex 
rederic de Cardonne ; and both of them told me, that abfolute- 
yl fhould fit with them. I was willing enough, provided Don- 
a Therefa would do fo too ; but fhe durit not, becaufe there 
were Men, upon whom fhe did not fo much as lift up her Eyes 
but by ftealth, Doz os bid her come without id pe 
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and told her, that they muft let me know, that they were glad. 
to fee me at their Houfe. But that which was very pleafant,, 
was, when this Lady was fet upon a Chair, fhe was lefs at; 
eafe, than I was when re upon the Carpet: She protefted with, 
a pretty fort of freedom, that fhe never before fatin a Chair, , 
and that fhe had never once thought on’t, Thus we dined ve-- 
ry merrily ; and there was nothing which could be added to the: 
obliging manner of my Reception inthis Houfe. I gaveto Dox- 
ga There/a fome Ribbands, Pins, and a Fan. She was mightily 
pleafed, and gave me as many thanks, as if the Prefenthad been. 
of value. Here thanks were not common; one could not ob-. 
ferve in them any thing that was low or covetous. And to: 
{peak truth, they have abundance of Wit and Senfe in this: 
Country; it appears even in the fmalleft Trifles. 

I had not been gone an hour from this Houfe, when I faw 
coming towards us two Coaches drawn by fix Mules apiece, , 
which gallopeda great pace,and fafter than ve beft Horfes could , 
do. I could hardly have believed that Mules could run fo fait, . 
But that which I wonder’d moft at, was the Manner of their: 
being harneffed: Thefetwo Coachesand their Furniture took up» 
almoft a quarter of a League of Room: 'Therewas one with 
fix Glaffes indifferent large, and made like ours, except that: 
the upper Part is very low, and fo inconvenient : Within, it: 
had a Cornifh or Wood gilt, but fo large, thar it look’d like one : 
for a Chamber. The Coach was gilt on the outfide, which is: 
. only allow’d to Embaffadors and Strangers: The Courtains were 
of Damask and-Cloth fewed together: The Coach-man rode 
upon one of the four Mules; they do not fit in the Coach-box, , 
although there is one: And upon my asking the Reafon of it, , 
Don Frederick de Cardonne told me, that he had been aflured, , 
that this Cuftom had been ever fince the Coach-man of the” 
Lord Duke de Olivarez drove his Mafter; who, overhearing | 

: À | 
fomething of great Importance which the Duke told to one of” 
his Friends, revealedit. ‘The Matter having made a great noife 
at Court, (for it feems the Duke accufed his Friend of fome In-- 
difcretion, which neverthelefs he was innocent of) ever fince © 
they have been fo cautious to make the Coach-man ride upon 
the firft Mule, Their Traces are filk and hempen Cords fo ex=* 
ceffive long, that from one Mule to another, there’s abovethree © 
Ells diftance ; and Icannot underftand, but every thing fhould 
break at the rate they run, It is true, that though they run ve- 
ry fait in the Country, yet they go very foftly in the City, and 
"eis a tirefome thing to go fo flowly as if they told their Steps: 
And though at Madrid they have but four Mules, yet they have | 
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a Poftillion, My Relation was in the firit of thefe Coaches, with 
three Saxi/b Ladies. The Gentlemen and the Pages were in 
the other, which was not made after the fame manner. It 
had Boots, as formerly our Coaches had: They are to let 
‘down, and the Leather is open at bottom; fo that when the 
Women come out (if they have no mind their Feet fhould be 
feen) the Boot is let down to the Ground to hide their Shoes. 
It had Glaffes twice as big as my Hand, made faft to each end 
of the Coach, for the conveniency of calling to the Footmen. 
Nothing more refembles our Garret Windows than thefe do. 
The /Top of the Coach is covered with grey Parragon, and the 
Courtains are of the fame, large and long, hang without, and 
draw round, and are faften’d with Buttons and Loops. ‘T’his 
looks very ill; and you are inclofed within, as if you were in 
a Box. 

My Relation was drefs’d half French, and half Sarifh : She 
feem’d overjoy’d to fee me ; I was no lefs to fee her. As to her 
Perfon, I found her not at all chang’d ; but I could not forbear 
laughing at her way of fpeaking. She now underftands very 
> little French, altho’ fhe.continually {peaks and loves it fo much, 
that it is impoffible for her to learn any other Language: But 
fhe now mixes Italian, Englifb, and Spanifh, with her own natu- 
ral Language ; and this makes fuch a Jargon, as is very ftrange 
to one, who knew her, as I did, to have the French Language 
in its Purity, and able to read Leétures of it to the Learned. 
She cannot endure to be told, that fhe has forgot it; and in- 
deed fhe does not believe it, having never left off fpeaking it, 
either with fomeof her own Women, or with Embafladors and 
Strangers, who generally underftood it. Neverthelefs, fhe 
{peaks very ill. And if one is not at the Fountain-head, 1t 1s 
difficult long to fpeak a Language well, which is every day 
changing, and continually making new Progreffes, 

I found the Ladies, which were with her, extream pretty. I 
do aflure you, that there are in this Country fome very hand- 
fome and amiable. We embraced each other often, and went. 
back to Madrid. Before we came there, we pait over a fandy 
Plain of about four Leagues ; but fo uneven, that every mo- 
ment we fell into Holes big enough to bury the Coach, and 
which hinder’d it from going very fait. This uneven Way lafted 
till we came to a little Village called Mendes, which is but halt 
a League from Madrid. All the Country here is dry, and very 
open ; you can fcarcely fee a T'ree on any fide you look. The 
City is ftuated in the middle of Sair, which 1s New Caftille. 


It is above an Age fince the Kings of Spain have chofen to ee 
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their Court in it, becaufe of the purity of the Air, and the 
goodnefs of the Water 5 which really is fo good, and fo light, 
that the Cardinal Infanta would drink no other, when he was” 
in Flanders ; and he caufed it to be brought by Sea in Earthen 
Jars well ftop’d. © The Spaniards pretend, that the Founder of 
Madrid was a Prince named Ogno Bianor, Son of Tiberino, King 
of the Latins, and of Manto, who had a Queen, more famous 
for the Science of Affralogy, which fhe underftood to a won- 
derful degree, than for her Birth. ?T'is thought, that Madrid 
muft be in the Heart of Europe, becaufe the little Village of 
‘Pinto, which is not above three Leagues from it, is called in 
Latin, Punttum 5 and that it is reckoned to be in the Center 
of Europe. | LT OR COUR 
- The firft thing I obferved, was, that the City is not inclofed 
either with a Wall or Ditch. The Gates, as one may fay, are 
only made faft by a Latch ; thofe which I have already feen, — 
are all broken. There is not feen any Place of Defence, nei- 
ther Caftle, nor, in a word, any thing which might not be for- 
ced with throwing of Oranges and Lemmons. But yet were it 
neceflary to fortify this City, the Mountains, which are round 
it, would beof fome ufe for its Defence. [have paffed through 
fome Places of them, which are fo narrow, that one might 
fhut them up with.a good big Stone, and with a hundred Men 
oppofe the Paflage of a whole Army. The Streets are long and 
straight, and of a good Largenefs; but there’s no Place worfe 
paved : Let one go as foftly as ’tis poflible, yet one is almoft. 
umbled and fhaken to pieces. There are more Ditches and. 
dirty Places, than in any City in the World ; the Horfes go 
‘up to the Bellies, and the.Coaches up to the Middle ; fo that. 
it dafhes all upon you, and you are fpoiled, unlefs you either 
pull up the Glaffes, or draw the Courtains which I have fpoke | 
of. Very often the Water comes into the Coaches at the bot: | 
tom of the Boots, which areopen. 7 iy. 4 ds wot sal 
~The Houfes there have rarely any great Gates to them 3! 
thofe which have, are without Courts. The: Doors,-:indeed, | 
are pretty large ; and for the Houfes, they are very graceful, : 
fpacious, and convenient, tho’ they are only built of Earth and 
Brick. Ithink they are altogether as dear as at Paris. The 
_firft Story which they raife belongs to the King, and he can 
either let, or fell it, unlefs the Owner of the Houfe buy it off | 
which is almeft conftantly done ; and-this-is a confiderable 
Revenue to the King, :. PCR TR SR nt ee 
: ‘There is commonly in every Houfe ten or twelve Rooms 
on a Floor ; in fome twenty, and more. They have their Sum» 
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mer and their, Winter Apartments, and very often, one for At- 
tumn, and another for Spring-time : So that having very great 
Families, they are forced to lodge them in fome neighbouring 
Houfes, which they hire on purpofe for them. | | 

You muft not wonder, dear Coufin, that they have fo many 
Domefticks. There are two Reafons forit. The firft is, that 
both for Food and Wages, the Spaniards give but two Rials a 
Day, which is not above Six Pence of our Money. I fay, the 
Spaniards do this: For Strangers pay after the rate of four Rials, 
which is about Twelve Pence of our Money. Neither do the 
Spaniards give to their Gentlemen above fifteen Crowns a 
Month, with which they muft wear Velvet in Winter, and T'af- 
fety in Summer : Burthen they live only upon Onions, Peafe, 
and fuch mean Stuff; ‘and this makes the Pages and Footmen 
as greedy as Dogs. But I fhould fpéak of the other Domefticks, 
as well as the Pages; for in this matter they are all alike, let 
them have what Wages they will. ‘They are kept fo very hun- 
gry, that in carrying the Difhes to the 'T'able, they eat half the 
Wiétuals that isin them: They throw it into their Mouths fo 
burning hot, that you fhall obferve their Teeth allrotten with 
the Practice. LTadvifed my Kinfwoman to get a little Silver 
Stew-pan made, and faften’d with a Padlock, like one I faw at 
the Archbifhop’s of Burgos ; and fhe did fo: And now, after the 
Cook-hath filled it, he looks through a little Grate, to fee 
whether the Soup does well ; and thus the Pages get nothing 
of it but the Steam. ~ Before thisInvention, it happen’d a hun- © 
dred times, that when we thought to have taken up fome 
Broth, we found neither that, nor ‘any Flefh : For you muft 
know, that if the Spaniards are temperate, ’tis when the Ex- 
pence is their own; they ate not fo; when they eat at ano- 
ther’s Coft. I have feen Perfons of the higheft Quality eat 
with us like fo many Wolves, they were fo hungry : ‘They 
were fenfible enough of it themfelves, and pray’d us not.to 
wonder at it; for they found the Razou/ts, after the French 
way, fo excellent, that they could not forbear.- : : - 
« There are Cooks Shops almoit at every Corner of a Street : 
Thefe have great Kettles fet upon Travets: There Folks may 
have fuch ordinary things'as Beans, Garlick, Leeks, ‘or a little 
Broth, in which they fleep their Bread. ‘The Gentlemen and 
Waiting-women oo thither, as other People ; for at home they 
only drefs Viétuals for the Mafter and Mifirefs, and their Chil- 
dren. They are flrangely temperate in Wine; the Women 
never drink any;and the Men-fo little, that a Quarterof a Pint 
willferve one a whole Day. You cannot affront a Man ee 
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than to call him a Drunkard. Here’s indeed a great many) 
things to make up the firft Reafon why they keep fo many 
* Servants. Now follows the fecond: a 
When a great Man dies, if he had a hundred Servants, his 
. Son keepsall he found in the Houfe,without putting oneaway” 
‘When the Mother happens to dye, either her own Daughten 
or her Daughter-in-law takes into her Service all the Women: 
. Servants; and this Cuftom holds to the fourth Generation, fon 
“they are never turned away. They are put, as I have told you, 
“in.o Neighbouring Houfes, and have the Ration, or Allowan-- 
+ ances. ‘They come often to their Mafter and Miftrefs’s Houfe :; 
* “but ’tis rather to fhew they are not dead, than to do any Ser-- 
vice. Iwas to fee the Dutchefs of Offuza, who isa very greatt 
Lady ; and I was amazed to fee fo many Chambermaids andi 
Women, for every Room was full of them. IL ask’d her, how 
many fhe had? She told me, fhe had now only 300, but thatt 
very lately fhe had 500 more. If particular Perfons have thiss 
Cuitom of keeping of fo many Servants, the King muft needss 
keep abundance more, which without doubt is very chargeable 
to him, and muft hurt his Affairs. I have been told, that in Ma— 
drid only, if the Penfions which he gives are reckoned, hee 
gives Ration.or Allowances to above Ten thoufand Perfons. . 
= Astothe King’s Houfe, the Provifion for it is daily broughtt 
jn, and it is regulated according to the Quality of the Per-- 
“fons. ‘There is diftributed both tame and wild Fowl, Fifh,, 
Chocolate, Fruit, Ice, Charcoal, Wax-Candles, Oil, Bread ;; 


’ and in a word, every thing that is neceflary for Life. 


EmbafJadors have their certain Expences, and fo have fome: 
Grandees of Spain, ‘There are Perfons appointed to fell at theirr 
_ Houfes whatever I have juft now named, and that withoutt 
" paying any Cuftom or Excife: And this faves them a greatt 
deal, of Money, for the Duties upon all forts of Goods and} 
Wares are exceflive high. 

None but Embaffadors and Strangers are allowed to have at 
great many Footmen and Pages to follow them: For by the: 
Pragmatic (by which name they call all their Edicts of Refor-- 
mation) they are forbidden to have any more than two Foot-- 
men to follow, It is fomewhat ftrange, that they who keep» 
four or five hundred Perfons, may not be allowed above three: 
to,accompany them. This third, you muft know, is a Groom), 
who goes on foot, and keeps near the Horfes, to hinder them: 
from putting and intangling their Legs in their long Traces; 
. and he does not wear a Sword as the Footmen do: And I mutt: 
a | necds; 
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needs fay, that if Age is a recommendable Quality, thefe three 
Men have that ina good degree. 1 have feen Footmen of fifty 
Years of Age, and never any under thirty. ‘They are very un- 
pleafant to look at, being very tawny, and of a clownifh AC 
pect, ‘They cut their Hair clofe on the top of their Heads, on- 
ly let a round be a little long, but very greafy, and feldom 
combed. The Hairthey cut on the top of their Heads, is done 
in the fhape ofa wild Boar’s Head. ‘They wear long Swords, 
with Shoulder-Belts and Cloaks. ‘They are all cloathed either 
in Blue or Green, and often their green Cloth Cloaks are lined 
with blue Velvet cut in Flowers : Their Sleeves are either of 
Velvet, Satin, or Damask. One would think that thefe fhould 
be handfome Liveries ; but yet Laffure you, nothing is uglier, 
and their ill Looks difparage their Cloaths. They wear Bands, 
but without any Collar, which is ridiculous. And upon their 
Coaches they have neither Galloons, nor tufted Buttons and 
Loops, nor any fort of Lace or Trimming. 

Their Gentlemen, and their Pages, always go ina Coach that 
follows ; thefe wear black Cloaths in all Seafons. In Winter 
they wear Velvet, with Cloth Cloaks very long ; but when they 
mourn, they draw upon the Ground, Altho’ they are Pages, 
they wear no Swords; only molt of them have a little Ponyard 
hid under their Cloaths. In Summer they wear either Da- 
mafk or Taffety, with Cloaks of a black Stuff very light. 

It is only the great Lords, and the Titulado’s, or Men of Title, 
which are permitted to have four Mules to their Coaches, with 
thofe long Traces in the City. If any Perfon, without the dif- 
tinction of fome Character, let him be as rich as he will, fhould 
appear in the fame Equipage, he would be affronted and abufed 
in the open Street ; his Traces would be cut, and himfelf fined 
very high. Here it is not enough to be rich, a Man mutt alfo be 
of fomé-Quality. The King only can have fix Mules to his own 
Coach, and to thofe of his Attendants; which Coaches are © 
not like others, and are diftinguifhed by this, that they are co- 
yered with green Oil-Cloth round, as well as on the top, jutt 
as the Stage-Coaches in France, except that they are not of 
Wickers : But the carved Work is very coatfe, and ill done, 
and they have falling Boots, and all is very ugly ; and one 
would wonder how fo great a King can make ufe of them. But 
Lhave been told, that thefe fafhioned Coaches were in ufe in 
Charles the Fifth’s Time; that his were juit like them ; and 
that it is in imitation of fo great an Emperor, that all the 
Kings, which haye reigned fince, will have no other, sign 
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doubt there mutt be fome fuch great Reafon; for notwithftand-- 
ing this, the King has as fine Coaches as any are in the World,, 
fome miade in France, and others in Italy, and other Parts. The: 
great Perfons have alfo very ftately ones ; but after the King’ss 
Éxample, they do not ufe them four times a Year. All Coaches: 
are kept in large Courts, in which there are feveral Partitions; 
enclofed. ‘There are, itmay be, to the number of two hundred! 
gn one Yard 5 and there are feveral of thefe Yards, or Courts, ini 
divers Parts of this City. ‘The Reafon why they fet them a-- 
broad, 18, becaufe they have no Room for them at home ; their: 
Houfes being built, as I have already {aid, without Courts, or: 
great Gates. Of late they begin to alter their Fafhion, and| 
ufe Hortes inftead of Mules. And to be juit, thefe Horfes are: 
extream beautiful ; there is nothing wanting to them; and itt 
would be difficult for the beft Painters to draw any in greater: 
Perfection. But ’tis a piece of Cruelty to make them draw fuchi 
huge Coaches, which are almoft as heavy as a Houfe : Befides,, 
the Streets are fo very ill paved, that their Feet are quite fpoil-- 
ed intwo Years time. ‘They coft very dear, and are not big: 
enough fortheir Coaches. But I have feen fome draw their: 
pretty little Calafbes, which were all painted and gilt, like thofe: 
which are made in Holland; and nothing look’d more pleafant 5, 
and by their fwift running, and handfome carrying of their: 
Heads, you would take them for Stags. \ As foon as you are: 
out of Town, you may put fix Horfes to your Coach. Their: 
Harnefs is very neat, and they trim their Manes, which hang: 
to the Ground, with Ribbands of divers Colours ; and fome-- 
times they drefs up their Manes with a great many Puffs off 
Silver Gauze, ‘which makes a very pretty Show. ‘The Har-- 
neffes for their Mules are made of Leather, flat and broad, , 
with which they cover them almoft over. ; a 
Two Days ago I went with my Kinfwoman to walk without! 
St. Bermardine’s Gate. "Visa Place they frequent in Winter. 
Don Antonio of Toledo, Son to the Duke of Alva, was there,, 
with the Duke of Uzeda, and the Count of Altamire. He had. 
an Harnefs for his Horfes of an I/abella Colour, which fo pleafed | 
me, that I could not forbear fpeaking to him of it, when his: 
Coach came near'ours. According to Cuftom, he told me, that: 
he laid them all at my Feet ; and at Night, when we got home, 
I was told, that his Gentleman defired to {peak with me. He: 
made me a Compliment, and told me, that his Mafter’s fix: 
Horfes were in my Stable: My Kinfwoman fell a laughing, and | 
made Anfwer for re, that 1 was fo lately atrived at Madrid, 
thar‘l did not yet underftand, that one muft not pra en 
| PURE |. MAS thing. 
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hing which belong’d to fo generous a Cavallero as Dos Antonini 
ut however, twas not the Fafhion to receive Prefents of fo 
great Value, and defir’d him to take them back again. But 
this he would not do; we fent them back immediately, he re- 
turn’d them; and fo did we. To be fhort, the whole Even- 
ing pafs’d thus, in fending backwards and forwards ; and at 
laft we were forc’d to write him a Letter, and give our felves 
a great deal of Trouble to perfwade him not to take it ill, 
that I would not accept them. 

_ Jam told, that after the King has once made ufe of a Hrfe, 
in Refpect to him, no body afterwards will ride on him. It 
happen’d, that the Duke of Medina de las Torres had bought a 


andfomeft and the braveft which was ever feen. He caus’d his 
icture to be taken. King Philip the Fourth faw it, and had a 
Mind to fee the Horfe. The Duke bego’d him to accept of 
him; but he refus’d him, and gave him this Reafon, that as 
he fhould feldom ride on him, and that no body would make 
fe of him after he had mounted him, fo the Strength and 
Ufefuinefs of the Horfe would be loft. 

It is ufual here, for good Families, to put their younger 
aughters to Ladies; by whom they are employ’d for themoft 
art to embroider in Gold and Silver, or in Silk of various Co- 
ours, about their Shift Necks or Hands: But if they are left to 
follow their own natural Inclination, they work very little, and 
talk much. They keep alfo both Male and Female Dwarts, 
and very ugly ones: ‘The Females particularly have very 
frightful Looks: their Heads are bigger than their Bodies 5 
they always wear their Hair loofe about their Ears, and 
hanging down to the Ground: At firft Sight, one would 
wonder what thefe little Figures were, when they prefent 
themfelves before one’s Eyes : they wear rich Cloaths; they * 
are their Miftreffes Confidents ; and for this reafon they are 
deny’d nothing they have a mind to. 

_ In every Houfe, at a certain ftated hour, all the Women meet 
with the Miftrefs of the Family in the Chappel, there to repeat 
their Rofary aloud; they make ufe of no Book to fay their 
Prayers by ; indeed it is very feldom they have any. The 
Count of Charny, who is a Frenchman, very handfome, and of 
great Worth, and is the King of Spain’s General of Horfe in 
Catalonia, told me, that the other day being at Mafs, as he 
was faying his Prayers by his Book, an old Spanifo Woman 
came and fnatch'd it from him, and with great indignation 
threw it to the Ground ; faying to him, Let this alone, and make 
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ufe of your Beads. It is a ftrange thing to confider how continu+- 
ally fond they are of their Beads ; every Woman there has aa 
pair faften’d to her Girdle, and fo long, that they almoft toucth 
the Ground. They are perpetually, without ceafing ufing them: 
in the Street, as they play at Ombre, as they difcourfe ; nayy 
when they are making Love, when they are telling Lies, o» 
{peaking ‘evil of their Neighbours. They are continually mutt: 
_ tering over their Beads, let them be in never fo much Compa: 
ny ; nothing of this hinders them fill to keep on their pacee 
1 leave you to judge what Devotion there can be in thisy, butt 
Cuftom has a great Power in this Country, 

Till of late, Women wore Fardingals of a prodigious bigs 
nefs;this Fafhion was very troublefome to themfelves,as well a 
others. ‘There were hardly any Doors wide enough for them tu 
go through. But they have left them off now, and only weau 
them when they go to appear in the Queen's or the King”: 
Prefence : Commonly in the City they wear a certain fort oo 
Veftment, which, to fpeak properly, is a young or little Fardim 
gal. They are made of thick Copper Wyre in a round form 
about the Girdle, there are Ribband faften’d to them, witl! 
which they tye another round of the fame form, which fall! 
down a little lower, and which is wider; and of thefe the: 
have five or fix rounds, which reach down to the Ground, ana 
bear out their Petticoats and other Garments. They wear : 
vaft number of this Device ; and one would hardly believe thaa 
fo little Creatures as the Spanifh Women are, could bear fuch : 
load. Their upper Garment is always of a coarfe black Taffetyy 
or of a grey plain Stuff made of Goats-hair, with a Trafs o 
- Fardle coming down a little above the Knees, and round thi 
upper Garments. And if youafk them to what end this fervess 
they'll anfwer you, that with this they can make it longeras1i 
wears out. The Queen Mother, as well as others, ufe this to all 
her Garments. Even the Carmelites wear them in France as we! 
as in Spain. But as to Women, it is rather a Fafhion whic! 
they follow, than any Frugality; for they are neither covetow 
nor good Houfewives, and of thefe things they have two c 
three new ones a week. ‘Thefe upper Garments are fo lom 
before and on the fides, that they draw a great deal upon thi 
Ground, but behind they do not draw at all. ‘Though thee 
wear them down fo low, yet they will tread upon them, the: 
their Feet may not be feen, which are the Parts they moft in 
duftrioufly hide. I have heard fay, that after a Lady has obt 
lis’d her Gallant by all poflible Civilities and Compliance, tt 
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this, here, they call the higheft Favour : One mutt needs own, 
that in its kind, there is nothing prettier. As I have already 
told you, their Feet are fo fmall, that their Shoes look like 
thofe of our Babies. They are made of black Spani/> Leather, 
cut upon colour’d Taffety, without Heels, and as ftrait as a 
Glove. When they go, you would think they flew ; we fhould 
not inan hundred Years learn their way of walking ; they keep 
their Elbows clofe to their Sides, and go without raifing their 
Feet, juft as one flides. But to return to their Habit; under 
this plain upper Garment, they have a dozen more, one finer 
than another, of rich Stuffs, and trim’dewith Galloons and Lace 
of Gold and Silver, to the Girdle. ‘That I have told you a 
dozen, pray don’t think that I exceed the Truth: During the 
exceflive Heats of the Summer, they only wear fevenoreight, of 
which fome are of Velvet, and others of thick Sattin. They 
wear at all times a white Garment under all the reft, which 
they call Sabengua 5 it is made either of the fine Engli/> Lace, or 
of Muflin embroider’d with Gold, and fo wide, that they are 
four Ells in Compafs. . I have feen of thefe worth five or fix 
hundred Crowns. At home they wear neither the little Fardin- 
gal nor Pattins ; thefe laft are a fort of little Sandal, made of 
Brocado or Velvet, fet upon Plates of Gold, which raife them : 
half a Foot ; and when they.have thefe, they walk very illand_ 
are apt tofall. They ufe but very lirtle Whalebone in their 
Stays, the midft of whichare a third part of an Ell. One can 
hardly fee in other Countries Women fo flender. ‘They fhape 
theit Bodies before pretty high ; but behind, you may fee them 
to the middle of the Back, they are fo naked; and yet thisis 
no charming Sight, for they are all dreadful lean, tho’ they. - 
would be very forryto be fat.And this is a great Error among * 
them. Befides, they are very fwarthy ; fo that this brown 
Skin which is glew’d to their Backs, muft neceflarily-be dif 
pleafing to thofe who are not us’dtoit. ‘They put Red upon 
their Shoulders, which are all naked, as well as on their 
Cheeks. Neither do they want there for White, which is. very 
good, but there are few which know how toufeit; at firft fight 
you can difcern it. Ihave feen fome of a very clear Com- 
plexion that was natural. Moft of them have very fine and 
exact Features; in their Looks and all their Aëtions you may 
fee a little AffeCtation of being courted, which their Humour 
does not diffemble. It’sreckon’d beautiful among them to have 
no Bréaits, and they take care very early to hinder themfrom 
growing big. As foon as they begin to appear, they bind thin 
Pieces of Lead upon them,as clofe asone would fwaddlea ae 
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And indeed their Breafts are as flat and even as a Sheet o) 
Paper, except the Holes and Hollownefs, which their Leannet! 
caufes, and thofe are pretty many. Their Hands have no defectt 
they are little, white, and well fhap’d; Their large Sleevess 
which they faftén at the bottom of their Wrifts, {till centri 
bute to make them appear lefs. Thefe Sleeves are made o 
Taffety ofall Colours, likethofe of the Egyptians, with Ruffles 
of broad Lace. Their Stays are commonly of Gold and Sill 
ver Stuffs, mix’d with lively Colours ; the Sleeves of them 
are very ftrait, and their Silk Sleeves appear inftead of theii 
Shifts: Neverthelefs; People of Quality wear very fine Linem 
but all others wear little or none: It is fcarce, and dear: bee 
fides, the Spaniards have that foolifh Vanity to defire it vern 
fine: infomuch that they had rather have but one Shift thax 
half a dozen a little coarfe; and either lie in bed till tit 
wafh’d, or elfe drefs themfelves without any, which the: 
frequently enough do. ‘They ufe this fine Linen after an ill 
manner when they wafh it; for the Women lay it upon 
rough Stones, and fo beat it hard with a Stick ; by whic! 
means; there fhall be an hundred holes in’t immediately 
There’s no difference between thebeft and the worft Laundrefss 
all thefe Creatures are very aukward. 

But to return to the Women’s Cloaths, which I have oftes 
left,that I might give an account of feveral things which occurr”* 
tome. I muft tell you, that they wear about their Necks Bone 
lace, embroider’d overt either with red or green Silk, or Gold co 
Silver. ‘They wear Girdles all of Medalsand Reliques. Therr 
are divers Churches which have not fo many. ‘They wear alfo thi 
Cord of fome Order, either of St. Francis, the Carmelites, or fon 
other. It isa finall Cord, made either of black, white or browr 
Wool, and is worn on the outfide of their Stays, and hangg 
‘down before to the edge of their Petticoats. They are full @ 
knots, and commonly upon every knot there is a Diamonci 
ftone faften’d. ‘They make Vows to fome Saint or other tt 
wear their Cords; but if the Reafon of thefe Vows was ut 
quir’d into, it would not be found very good. | 

- They have great flore of Sewels, the fineft that can be feerr 
Neither is it enough to have one fett of Sewels, as our Ladice 
in France have ; but thefe muft have eight or ten; fome c 
Diamonds, others of Rubies, Emeralds, Pearls, Turkey-ftones 5 ann 
in fhort, of all forts. But the Workmen fet them very il! 
for the greateft part of the Diamond is hid, very little of : 
is feen. Iafk’d the reafonof it ; and they told me, that tt 
them, the Gold look’d as well as the Stones. But I am cc 
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opinion, that their Lapidaries do not underftand how to fet . 
them better. I muft except Verbec, who can do them well if 
he will take the pains. | 
The Ladies wear at the top of their Stays a broad knot of 
Diamonds, from whence there hangs a Chain of Pearl, or ten 
or twelve knots of Diamonds, which they faften at the other 
end to their Sides. ‘They never wear any Necklace; but they 
wear Bracelets, Rings, and Pendants; which laft are longer 
than one’s Hand, and fo heavy, that I have wonder’d how they 
could carry them, without tearing out the hole of their Ears. 
To which they add whatever they think pretty. I have feen 
fome have good large Watches hanging there, others Padlocks 
of Precious Stones, and even your fine wrought Engl:/b Keys, 
and little Bells. They alfo carry upon their Sleeves, their Shoul- 
ders, and all about their Bodies, nus Der’s, and little Images. 
They have their Heads ftuck full of Bodkins ; fome made of 
Diamonds in the fhape of a Fly ; and others like Butterflies, 
‘whofe Colours are diftinguifhed by various Stones. They drefs 
their Heads after feveral Fafhions,but fill they muft be naked 5 
they part their Hair on the fides of their Heads, and lay it crofs 
on their Foreheads ; it fhines fo, that without lying, one may 
-fee themfelves init. Formerly they wore a Trefs or Lock of 
Hair, the worft made that one fhould fee; and this fell all {pread 
“upon their Shoulders, left their own Hair fhould mix with it, 
which indeed is very fine. They have ufually five broidered 
‘Rolls, to which they faften knots of Ribbands, or elfe Pearls, 
and thefe they tie all together zo their Girdles ; and in Summer, 
‘when they are at home, they wrap them up in a piece of co- 
lour’d Taffety, trim’d with Thread Bonelace, ‘They never 
wear any fort of Coif, either Night or Day. Lhavefeen fome 
‘who had their Heads dreft up with Feathers like little Chil- 
‘dren: Thefe Feathers are very curious, and {potted with dif- 
ferent Colours, which made them much mere beautiful. Ican- 
not imagine, why they do not make fuch in France. 
The young Women, or new married, have very rich Cloaths; 
and their upper Garments are coloured and embroidered with 
Gold. I was to fee the Princefs of Movteleon: She’s a little 
‘body, not above thirteen years old, and fhe is lately married 
‘to her Coufin-German, named Don Nicholas Pignatelli. Her 
Mother is Daughter of the Dutchefs of Terra Nova, nomi- 
inated to be Camarera Major, or firft Maid of Honour to the 
‘new Queen. Thefe, that is to fay, the Dutchefs of Terra No~ 
va, D'Hijar and Monteleon, with the young Princefs of the 
fame Name, and her little eke | dwell all together. The we 
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chefs of Terra Nova may be about threefcore Years old: My 
Kinfwoman is one of her intimate Friends, and fhe receiv’d us 
with fuch Civility and Kindnefs, as is not ufual with her. For 
it may be, there is not in the World a more haughty Spirit, 
which her very Looks declare. Her Voice is harfh, fhe {peaks 
little, and would be thought of a kind and good Nature ; but, 
if what is faid, be true, fhe is not really fo. One fhall hardly 
meet with a greater fhare of Wit, and a more piercing Judg- 
ment, than fhe has. She difcourfed to us much of the Place fhe 
‘was going to take upon her in the Queen’s Houfe. Says fhe, 
Tl neglect nothing, to make my felf acceptable toher ; Ill en- 
deav ur to difcover every thing that may pleafe her. I am fen- 
fible, that a young Princefs, born in France, muft be allowed 
a greater Liberty than an Infanta of Spain, born at Madrid: So 
that, by me, fhe fhall not be able to find any difference be- 
_ twixt this and her own Country. She prefented me with a Pair 
_of Beads of Paulo d’ Aguila, which is a curious fort of Wood, 
that comes from the Indies. Really they are fo long, that when 
Lhold them in my Hands, they reach to the Ground. They are 
trim’d with two Bunches of fmall green T'affery Ribband ; each 
Bunch has about three hundred Ells in it. She gave me alfo 
fome Pucatos of Portugal, which are Pots and Difhes made of 
that Medicinal Earth, and are adorn’d with Filligran Work :; 
And fhe prefented me likewife with feveral other pretty Toys: 
One can hardly fee any thing that looks more fplendid than: 
this Houfe of theirs; they ufe the upper Apartments, which are: 
hung with Tapeftry, all done with rais’d Work of Gold. In one: 
. great Chamber, which is longer than "tis broad, you may fee: 
feveral Glafs Doors, which go into Clofets, or littleCells; the: 
firft of which is the Dutchefs of Terra Nova’s, hung with grey,, 
and a Bed of the fame, and all other things very plain. On: 
one fide lodges her Daughter, the Dutchefs of Montelcon, who 
is a Widow, and has her Room furnifh’d like her Mother’s.. 
Afterwards you come to the Princefs of Monteleon’s Chambet,, 
which is not larger than the others ; but her Bed isof Gold-and! 
green Damask, lin’d with Silver Brocade, and trim’d with Pointt 
de Spain. - The Sheets were lac’d about with an Englifh Lice off 
half an Ell deep. Overagainft it were the Chambers of Mo-- 
teleon and Hijar’s Children, which were furnifh’d with whiter 
Damask. Next to thefe is the little Chamber of the Dutcnefss 
_ Hijar, furnifh’d with Crimfon-colour’d Velvet upon a Goldi 
Ground. Their Rooms were no otherwife divided than by; 
Partitions of a certain {weet Wood; and they told'me, thatt 


fix of their Women lay in their Chambers, upon Beds broughtt 
thither at Night, | The: 
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«+ The Ladies were in a great Gallery, fpread with a very rich 
-Foot-cloth ! There were fet round it Crimfon-colour’d Velvet 
- Cufhions embroider’d-with Gold, and they are longer than they 
_are abroad. There were alfo feveral great Cabinets inlaid, and 
 adorn’d with precious Stones ; but they are not made in Spain : 
And between them were Tables of Silver, and admirable Look- 
. ing-glaffes, both for their Largenefs and rich Frames, the wort 
+ of which were of Silver. But that which I thought fineft, were 
their E/caparates, which is a certain fort of clofe Cabinet with 
one great Glafs, and filled with all the Rarities which one can 
‘imagine, whether it be in Æmber-greafe, Porceline, Cryftal, Bexoar- 
fone, Branches of Coral, Mother of Pearl, Filligran in Gold, and a 
_s'thoufand other things of Value. There I faw a Fifh, and upon 
its Head there was alittle Tree: It was neither of Wood nor 
_of Mofs ; it grew on the top of the Fifh’s Scull, which is very 
fmall. This feem’d to me a great Curiofity. 1 
We were above threefcore Women in this Gallery, and not 
‘fo much as one Man among us. ‘They all fat down upon the 
Floor crofs-legg’d. This is an old Cuftom, which they have 
- deriv’d from the Moors. There was only one great Elbow- 
* Chair: of Sanifh Leather ftitch’d with Silk, and very ugly. I 
- ask’d, for whom it was defign’d? They told me, it was for the 
: Prince of Monteleor, who came not in till after all the Ladies 
were retir’d. Icould not long fit after this fafhion, and there- 
fore I got fome Cufhions under me, five or fix of which were 
 faften’d together by a Silver Brace full of Olive-ftones, that it 
might not break through. When any Lady comes to vifit, the 
He or She-Dwarf comes to give notice, by kneeling down upon 
one: Knee ; upon which all the Company rifes; and the young 
Princefs walks before, as far as the Door, to receive her who 
comes to fee her after her Marriage. In faluting each other, 
: they donot kifs : Perhaps that is, becaufe they will not rub off 
the Colour from one another’s Faces ; butthey fhakehands with 
their Gloves off, and in Difcourfe, they fay, Thon and Thee : and 
without calling one another, either Madam, or Lady, ori High- 
- nefs, or Excellency, they only fay, Donna Marta, Donna Clara, OF 
… Donna Therefa. 1 was willing to know the reafon of this familiar 
way, and I learnt, it was to avoid al} occafion of Offence a- 
mong them; and that as there were different ways of fpeaking, 
to diftinguifh the great difference of Quality and Degree, and 
that.it was not eafy to obferve all the Rules about them, with- 
out fometimes giving diftafte ; to prevent which, they 
«have chofen to fpeak to each other without any Ceremü- 


| nyatall  Lmuft alfo add, that the Women here do not in- 
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termix ; and fo thefe are always Perfons of Quality together. 
The Wives of the Long Robe never fo much as g6 to vifit the 
Court Ladies, and a Man of Birth never matries with a Wo- 
man of Quality. Here one never fees thofe, who are not 
Gentlemen, mix with the Nobility, as in France ; fo that there 
‘ean be little danger, as long as they affociate together. If 
there comes in an hundred Ladies one after another, every one 
rifesup as often ; and they go, as in Proceffion, as far as the 
Anti-Chamber, to receive them. 1 was fo tir’d that day, that 
T was in avery 1ll Humour. 2 
They were all very well drefs’d ; and as I have already told 
you, they have very rich Cloaths, and their Jewels are extream 
fine. ‘There were two Tables for the Game of Ombre, at which 
they play’d very high, and without any Noife. I could not 


underftand their Cards ; they are as thin as Paper, and painted — 


after a quite different way from ours. One of thofe Cards 
looks as if one held a Letter. When they have a good Game 
in hand, it were eafy for a cheating Gamefter to difcover fe- 
veral of their Cards, if not the whole Game. c 

While they play’d, they difcours’d of News, of the Court 
and theCity. Their Converfation is free and pleafant ; and it 
muft needs be confefs’d, that they have a certain Quickhefs of 
Wit, which we cannot come up to. They are very kind and 


friendly : ‘They love to praife, and do it after a genteel way, 


very ingenionfly, and with great Judgment. I am amaz’d to 
find fuch Strength of Memory join’d with fo great a degree of 
Wit and Underftanding. They are.compaffionate even almoft 
‘toa fault. They read, little, and write not much ; but yét, 


by that little which they do read, they improve much; and 


that little they write, is both exaét and concife. 3 
Their Features are very regular and delicate ; but their ex- 
ceffive Leannefs offends one that is not us’d to it. They areof a 
brown Complexion, and their Faces very fmooth. The Small- 
Pox muft needs be lefs hurtful here; than in other Countries E 
for I have feldom feen any miark’d with them. | 


Their Hair is as black as Jett, and very fhining, notwithftand- | 


ing there is caufe to think, that they comb long with one and 
the fameComb: for t’other day I faw at the Marchionefs of 41- 


conniza’s (who is Sifter to the Conftable of Ca/fille, and whofe — 


firft Husband was the Count and Duke of Olivarez). her Toylet 
{pread : and altho’ fhe is one of the neateft and richeft Ladies, 
and the T'oylet was laid upona little Silver Table ; yet it was 
only furnifh’d with a little bit of Callico, a Looking-glafs 


no bigger than one’s Hand, two Combs, and a little Box, and 


In 
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in a finall China Cup fome white of an Egg beat together with 
Sugar-candy. I ask’d one of her Women, what fhe did with 
this? She told me, this was to take the Dirt off her Face, 
and to make it fhine. I have feen fome, whofe Faces were 
fo bright, that you would wonder. One would think, that 
they were varnifh’d over ; and the Skin is fo pull’d and rub’d, 
that I am confident it does a great deal of hurt. . Moft of the 
Women make themfelyes Eye-brows, and they have only as 
*twere a little Thread of Hair, which in my mind looks very 
usly: But that which is yet worfe, is, they comb the middle 
of their Foreheads fo much, till they make their Eye-brows 
meet ; and this with them is extream beautiful. , 

- But yet there are a great many, whofe Fancies do not lie 
this way. I have feen fome Spani/> Women more exact to the 
Rules of Beauty than our French Women, notwithftanding their 
way of dreffing crofs-wife, and the little advantage which they 
give to their Faces. One may fay, that they are like things | 
made out of Rule : for they have neither Hair, nor Cornet, 
nor any Ribband, to fet them off; and yet, what Country 
can fhew fuch Eyes as theirs? They are fo very {prightly, 
and declare fo much Wit, and by them talk to one in a Lan- 
guage fo kind and intelligible, that if they had no other 
Charms, thefe alone would make them pafs for handfome 
Women, and unavoidably fteal away one’s Affections. Their 
“Teeth are very even, and would be white enough, if they 
took a little care of them ; but they negleét them : and be- 
fides, their frequent Ufe of Sugar and Chocolate does them much 
hurt. They have all a bad Cuftom here, the Women as well 
as the Men; which is, to pick their Teeth, let them be in 
what Company they will. This they reckon as a Diverfion, 
and do it with grave Looks. They do not fo much as know 
what belangs to have them cleans’d by an Artift ; there is no 
fuch Trade there ; and when they need them to be drawn 
out, they get the Surgeons to do it, if they can. 

At my firft coming in to vifit the Princefs of Moxreleon, l was 
furpriz’d to fee fo many young Ladies with great Spectacles 
on their Nofes, and £,ften'd to their Ears; but that which yet 
feem’d ftrangeft to me, was, that they made no ufe of them 
where it was neceflary : They only difcours’d, while they had 
them on. I was difturb’d az it, and ask’d the Marchionefs de la 
Rofa Se whom I have contracted a dear Friendfhip) the rea- 
fon of it. She’s a pretty fort of Woman, and underftands how 
‘to live. She has a neat Wit, and is a Neapolitan, She fell a 
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laughing at my Queftion, and told me, that it was done to 
make them look grave ; that they did not wear them for any. 


need, but to draw Refpeët. Do you fee that Lady, fays fhe to 


me ? méaning one that wasnear us ; I do notbelieve, that fince . 


fhe was ten Years old, fhe ever left them off, but when fhe 


went to bed. . In fhort, they both eat with them on, and in, 


the Streets and Affemblies you can never fail of meeting abun- 


dance of Men and Wemen with their Speétacles. Upon this. 
occafion, I muft needs tell you, continued fhe, that fome time, 


ago, the Jacobite Friars had a Suit in Law of high importance 5 
the Succefs of which they were too much concern’d for, ta 
neglect any Means. One of the young Fathers of the Conyent 
had fome Kindred of the greateft Quality, which upon his ac- 
count did follicit very hard on their behalf. The Prior affur’d 
him, that if through his Credit and Intereft they fhould get 


the better of the Suit, he could ask nothing that fhould not 


be granted him for an Acknowledgment,” Atlaft, they gain’d 
their point, and the young Father, tranfported with Joy, im-, 
mediately ran to tell the News ; and at the fame time.prepar’d 
himfelf to ask a Favour, which a long time he had had a migh- 
ty defire to obtain. But the Prior, after having: embrac’d him, 
with grave Looks and Tone, faid to him, Hermano, ponga las 
Ojalas 3 that is to fay, Brother, put on Spettacles. ‘The Honour 
of this Permiffion filled the young Monk with a ftrange Joy 5 
he thought himfelf and hisCare too highly recompenced, and 
had nothing elfe to ask. ‘The Marque(s of 4ftorgas, Vice-Roy 
of Naples, added fhe, had his Statue, to the Middle, cut in 
Marble, upon which he was very careful to caufe his beft Spec- 


tacles to be put. It is fo common a thing to wear them, that | 


‘J have heard, there are different Speétacles, according to the 
different Qualities and Degrees of Men and Women. Propor- 
tionably as a Man’s Fortune rifes, he increafes in the Largenefs 


of his Spectacle-Glaffes, and wears them higher upon his Nofe. : 


The Grandees of Spain wear them as broad as one’s Hands, which, : 


for diftinétion, they call Ocales, They faften them behind their 
Ears, and leave them off as feldom as they do their Collars. 
Heretofore they had the Glaffes of them from Venice ; till 
after the Enterprize of the Marquefs of Cueva, which was 
called theTriumvirat, becaufe they were three Perfons who un- 
dertook to fire the Arfenal of Venice with Burning-Glaffes, 
and by this means to make the King of Spain Mafter of that 


City. The Venetians, to be reveng’d, caus’d a vaft number of | 


thofe Orales to be made, and {ent to their Embaffador at Ma- 
grid, He prefented of them to the whole Court, and all ne 
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us’d them were almoft blinded with them; for they were made 
of burning Glafs, and very artificially done, and tet in certain 
Frames made of combuftible Matter, which with the leaft Rays 
of the Sun would put all in a Flame. It happen’d upon a 
Council-day, that in the Room where they fat, one of the 
Windows was left open, and the Sun fhining perpendicularly 

upon their Spectacles, all on a fudden they perceiv’'d a dange- 
rous fort of Fire contriv’d againft their E e-brows and Hair: 
One can hardly imagine what a Fright sea venerable old Men 
werein. Icould with, faid I to the Marchione/s, that this Sto- 
ry were credible 5 for ‘tis very pleafant. As! did not fee it, 
reply’d fhe, fmiling ; fo I cannot pofitively affure you that "tis 
true : But the Bufinefs of the Jacobite Friars, which I have re- 
lated to you, I had from the beft Authority. J have fince ob- 
ferv'd feveral Perfons of Quality in their Coaches, fometimes a- 
lone, and fometimes in Company, with thefe great Spectacles 
hung upon their Nofes, which, in my mind, is a ftrange Sight. 
This Princefs gave us a Collation : Her Women, to the num- 
ber of eighteen, brought every one of them a great Silver Ba- 
fon full of dry Sweet-meats, wrapt UP in Paper, for that pur- 
pole cut and gilt. In one there was a Plumb, in another @ 
Cherry, or an Apricock 5 and fo in all the reft accordingly. 
This tome feem’d very neat 5 for by this way, one might either 
eat or carry away, without foiling the Fingers or Pockets. 
There were fome antient Ladies, who, after they had eat of 
thefe Sweet-meats till they were ready toburft, fill’d five or fix 
Handkerchiefs full, and they bring them on purpofe ; and al- 
tho’ they are well obfery’d, yet no notice feems to be taken, 
but they are fuffer’d to take as much and as oft as they will. 
They tie thefe Handkerchiefs with Strings quite round their 
little Fardingals. This is like the Hook which is us’d in a+an- 
try, upon which 1s bung all forts of Flefh and Fowl. After- 
wards they prefent you with Chocolate, every one a China Cup 
full, upon a little Difh of Agat fer in Gold, with Sugar in à 
Box of the fame. There was fome Chocolate order’d with Icey _ 
and fome hot, and fome made with Milk and Eggs. One drinks 
it with fome Bisket, or elfe with fome thin Bread, as hard as 
-£ it were toafted, which they make fo on purpofe. ‘There are 
{ome Women, who will drink fix Cups one after another, and 
this they do very often, twice or thrice a day. One fhould not 
wonder that they are fo dry, fince nathing !s hotter than this 
“Liquor ; and befides, they eat every thing fo very high fea- 
fon’d with Pepper and Spice, that one wouldthink it impoflible 
they are not burnt up. There were feveral alfo, who eat 
Dr eee TT + Rae great 
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great pièces of the Medicinal Earth. I have already told you, 
that they have even a great Paflion for this Earth, which fre- 
quently caufes in them great Obftructions : their Stomachs and 
their Bellies will be fwelléd with it, and become as hard as a 
Stone; and they themfelves as yellow as Saffron: Ihada 
mind to tafte this Racou/?, which is fo much efteemed beyond 
its worth: but I declare, I had rather eat a piece of a Stone. 
_ lf one hada mind to oblige them, one muff treat them with 
fuch kind of things, which they call Barros; and very often 
their Confeflors enjoin them to no other Penance, than to for- 
bear one whole Day from eating thereof. It is faid to have a 
great many Properties ; and is good againft Poifon, and cures 
abundance of Difeafes. I havea great Cup made of it, which 
holds a Pint; it fpoils Wine that’s put into it, but it makes 
Water excellent, which feems as if it boil’d init ; at leaft one 
may obferve it to work and fret, if it is proper to fay fo; and 
if one leaves it a little while, the Cup fhall be quite empty; 
the Nature of the Earth makes it fo full of Pores ; it has a 
firong Scent. “We drank Water there, which was very well 
order’d: one may truly fay, that in no Place they drink it 
cooler: They make ufe only of Snow, and are of opinion that 
it cools much better than Ice. It is the Cufom here, to drink 
very cold Water before they take their Chocolate, which 
otherwife they think would be unwholfome. | 
After the Collation was ended, Flambeaus were brought ins 
there came in firft a little fimple Fellow, white with Age, who 
was Governor of the Pages: He had a great Gold Chain and 
a Medal about his Neck. This was the Prefent he had at the 
Prince of Monteleon’s Marriage: He kneel’d down upon one Knee 
in the middle of the Gallery, and aloud, faid, Let the moft Holy 
Sacrament be prais’d s*to which every Body anfwer’d, For ever. 
This is their Cuftom, when Light is brought in. Next came 
in Four and twenty Pages, following two by two, and in the 
fame manner ‘kneél’d ‘upon :onée: Knee: every one of them 


Wick burns; fo that this gives a very great Light: And to 
increale it yet more, they faften a Silver Plate to it, in fuch: 
manner, that the Light refleAs uponit. Oneis SD ea 
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with the Smoak; and the Oil they burn is altogethet as good as 
that of Provence, which is eat with Sallads. I lik’d this fafhion 
very well. When all the Lights were put in their proper pla- 
ces in the Gallery, the young Princefs of Monteleon bid her Wo- 
men bring her Wedding-cloaths, that I might fee them. They 
brought thirty filver Baskets full, which were as deep and as 
wide as Table Baskets: they were fo heavy, that there were 
four Women to carry one Basket. In them there was what- 
ever is poflible to be feen that is fine and rich, according to the 
fafhion of the Country. Amongft other things, there were fix 
of a certain fort of clofe Coat of Gold and Silver Brocade,made 
like Vefts to wear in a Morning, with Buttons, fome of Dia- 
‘ monds, and others of Emeralds; and of thefe every one had fix 
dozen. ‘The Linen and the Lace were not inferior to the reft. 
She fhewed me her Jewels alfo, which were admirable; but 
fo ill fet, that the biggeft there made no better a fhew thana 
Jewel fet in Paris, which one may buy for thirty Lewis’s. 
I will not write to you often, becaufe I will always havea 
ftock of News to tell you, which in this place is pretty long 
in picking up. Pardon this tedious Letter, and the little Me- 
thod which I have obferv’d in it. I fet things down juft as they 
come into my Mind, and that’s ill enough; but in your Love, 
dear Coufin, I am fafe from all my faults. ee 


-.. From Madrid, this 
29th of March, 1679. 
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T Fear you'll take it ill that I have omitted writing to you 
one Po ; but, dear Coufin, I was willing to be inform’d of 
divers things, which I am now going to relate. © his 
And firft, I will fpeak of the Churches of Madrid, which] 
find extream beautiful and neat: The Women of Quality fel- 
‘dom go to them, becaufe they all have their Chappels in their 
te : Houfes ; but there are certain days in the 
= KGotoreceive year, they never fail to be at them, of which 
their Indulgencies. number are all the days in the Paffon-week 5 
f a and there alfo they make their * Stations, and 
fometimes go to Confeffion. | ee i 
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Our Lady’s Church of Atocha, that isto fay, our Lady of thee 
Bufh, is indeed a very fine one. It ftandswithin a vaft Convent;, 
which is fill’d with Religious Women, who feldom or never go 
out of it, that being one of their Rules they are to obferve.. 
They lead anauftere Life ; and from all parts, People come 
to pay their Devotion heres. and when the Kings of Spain havee 
gain’d any Victories or happy Succefs, thither they go to fings 
Te Deum. ‘There you'll fee a Virgin holding a young Se/us;, 
which they report to be miraculous. She’s of a black Com-- 
plexion, and very often they drefc her up like a Widow ;. butt 
upon great Feftivals fhe is richly cloath’d, and fo adorn’di 
with Jewels, that nothing can be feen more magnificent. Shee 
hath in a particular manner the Sun drawn round her Head), 

whofe Beams fhine admirably. She always has a vaft pair off 
Beads either in her Hand, or hung at her Girdle. This Chap: 
pelis on one fide of the body of the Church, and in fuch æ 
place, as it would be very dark, were it not that there’s con-- 
cinually burning above an hundred great Lamps of Gold andi 
Silver. The King has his Gallery there, whofe fore-part iss 
made up witha Lettice Window. In all their Churches theyy 
makeufe of Haffocks to kneel on ; and when a Perfon of Quali:- 
ty, or a flrange Lady comes in, the Sexton fpreads a large Car 
pet before ’em ; upon which he either fets an Oratory with Cu:- 
fhions, or elfe he leads ’em to certain littleClofets, all painted 
and gilt, with Glafs Windows round, where one is very conve:- 
niently plac’d. ‘There never fails a Sunday that the Altaris nott 
illumrnated with above an hundred thick Wax Candles. It iss 
dikewile adorn'd with a prodigious quantity of Plate, and foo 
are all the Churches in Madrid. Here are abundance of finee 
Walks made of ‘your green Turf, and fet full of Flowers, im 
which they place a gréat many Fountains, from whence the 
water falls into Bafons, either of Silver, or Marble, or Porphy:- 
ry Stoné. Round about thém they plant great numbers off 
Orange Trees, as high as a Man, and thefe are fet in very finee 
Boxes; and among thefe they turn loofe feyeral Birds, whichi 
make a pretty fort of Mufick: And this, as I have de{crib’d to 
you, lafts almoft all the Year ; neither are their Churches everr 
without Orange or Jeflamine Trees, which perfume therm 
‘much better than their Incenfe. 

In the Chappel which they call our Lords of Almunada, youu 
{ee a Virgin, which they tell you St. James brought from Ferws- 
falem,.and hid in a Tower which is in the middle of Madrid! 
‘The Moors having befieg’d the City, the Inhabitants were rey. 

«dus d to fo great a want of Provifions,that they were deliberai. 
| | | «to 
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ting to furrender, when on a fudden they found this Tower 
full of Corn. They concluded, fuch a plentiful and feafonable . 
Supply could be no lefs than the effect of a Miracle, This fill’d” 
them with Joy and new Courage, and made them fo vigoroufly. 
defend the City, that the Moors, toil’d with a long Siege, were 
forc’d to retire. Afterwards they found the Image of the /’r- 
gin, and in gratitude, they built a Chappel for her, upon the 
Walls of which this whole Hiftory is painted in Frefco. ‘The 
Altar, Rails, and all the Lamps, are of folid Silver. | 

The Minime Friars have a Church near this, in which is the 
Chappel of our Lord of Soledad, where the Salutation is every 
Night faid. This is a Place of great Devotion, Ï mean for’ 
thofe that are truly devout ; for there are a great many Per 
fons who make it their Rendezvouz for other ends. | 

But St. Ifdore’s Chappel furpaffes ail in Beauty. He is the 
Patron of Madrid, and he was but a poor Labourer. The Walls 
of the Chappel are all cafed with Marble of divers Colours, 
and its Pillars are of the fame, and fo are fome Statues of cer- 
-tain Saints. This Tomb isin the middle, and four Pillars of . 
Porphyry fupport over it a Crown cut in Marble, in which 
are reprefented Flowers, whofe Colours are fo very natural, 
that one may fay, Art has outdone Nature. The Cupulo, with- 
out, is adorned with the Images of the twelve Apoftles, which 
‘Aland roundit, 5 

I faw at St. Scbaffine’s (which at prefent is my Parifh) a 

Canopy, which the Queen-Mother caus’d to be made, for the 
carrying the holy Sacrament to the Sick in bad Weather. It is 
made of Crimfon Velvet embroider’d with Gold ; it is cover’d 
with Shagreen, and nail’d with Gold Nails ; it has feveral great 
Glaffes about it, and in the middle of its Roof, there is rais’d 
a fort of Steeple, which is full of little Bells of Gold. Four 
_ Priefts carry it, when any Perfon of Quality 1s fick, and de- 
fires to receive the Sacrament, and all the People at Court at- 
tend it. There are about a thoufand Flambeaus of white 
Wax to give Light, and feveral mufical Inftruments play be- 
fore it. ‘They make fome ftay at all the great Places in their 
way, to give leave to the People to kneel and receive the Bene- 
diétion, and to let the Muficians play upon their Harps and 
Gittars, and fing to’ them. It is generally in the ao 
that they carry it with fo much Ceremony and Refpeët. 

When they are to celebrate a Feftival in fome Church, the 

Evening before they fet up a long Pole faften’d in the Ground, 
on the top of which is a kind of deep Chaffing-dith, which 
they fll with wooden Chips mix’d with Brimfione and Oi. 
id Merucan tees as $2 AO, LO ae 14 bis a3 BAe =o 1s 
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This burns a long while, and gives a very great Light; theyr 
place thefe Poles in the Form of Allies, which make a de-- 

fightful fort of an Illumination. 

The Women that go abroad to Ma/s, hear a dozen of them 5; 
but fhew fo much Diffraction and wandering of Thoughts, that: 
one may eafily perceive their Minds are employ’d on fome other: 
thing than their Prayers. They wear Muffs that are above half? 
an Ell long ; they are made of the fineft Martins and Sables: 

which can be feen, and are worth 4 or 5 hundred Crowns a: 
piece. They muft ftretch back their Arms as far as poffible they” 
can, to be able only to put their Fingers ends into the entrance: 
of ther Muffs. 1 fancy, I have already told you that the: 
Women are extreamly little, and thefe Muffs are very little lefs: 
than themfelves. ‘They always wear a Fan too; and be it in: 
Summer or Winter, they never ceafe fanning themfelves all the: 
time of Ma/s. In the Church they all fit upon their Legs,andare: 
continually taking of Snuff, and yet never {mut themfelveswith. 
it, as “tis ufual; for in this, as in all other things, they have very’ 
neat and dextrous ways of Management. Every time the Ele-: 
vation is made, both the Women and Men give themfelves a. 
{core of Blows with their Fifts upon their Breafts; which: 
makes fuch a noife, that the firft time I heard it, I was very: 
much affrishted, and thought they were beating one another,, 
As to the Cavalleros, (I mean thofe which by Profeffion are: 
Gallants, and wear a piece of Crape round their Hats) as foon: 
as Mafs is ended, they march up to the Place where the Holy: 
Water is kept, and ranging themfelves round it, they prefent 
of it to all the Ladies, who alfo come thither, and at the: 
fame time fay fomething to them that’s kind; to which the: 
Women make a pertinent Anfwer in few Words; for it muft: 
needs be granted, that they {peak precifely what they fhould, , 
and that extemporè, without any trouble of ftudying for Words. . 
But the Pope's Nuncio has, upon pain of Excommunication,, 
forbid the Men to prefent the Women any Holy Water. And | 
"tis faid, that this Prohibition was obtained at the Intreaty of 

Tome jealous Husbands. However it be, it is obferved, and 
they fay, the Prohibition even forbids the Men to give each. 
other any Holy Water. es TE | 
. Let the Spanifh Women be of what Quality they will, they 
neither have Cufhions in the Church, nor any kind of Train 
held up. For our parts, as foon as we appear there in our 

French Cloaths, every body gets round about us: But the moft 
troublefome of all, are the big belly’d Women, who are more 

Anquifitive than the others, and for whom they have here the 

: ‘ ‘ ; à £ x À - greateft 
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greateft Refpect and Complaifance ; for ‘tis pretended, that 
if they long” for any thing, and mils of it, they receive fo 
much hurt that they immediatly mifcarry; fo that they have 
a liberty to pull off one’s Gloves, and to tug, hale, and exa- 
mine every body as they lift. 
At firft, L could not take fuch kind of jefting, and talk’d to 
them fo roughly, that fome of them went away weeping, and 
durft not return. But there wereothers who were not fo ea- 
fily put out of Countenance : they would fee my Shoes, my 
Garters, and what I had inmy Pocket. My Kinfwoman leeing 
I would not permit them, told me, that if the People once 
took notice of me, they would certainly ftone us, and bid me 
let them have their Humour. My Women and Chamber-maids 
were yet worfe tormentedthan | ; and I am afham’d to tell yous. 
how far the Curiofity of thefe big-helly’d. Women proceed. + 
I was tcli that there was a young Man at Court, who was 
defperately 10 Love with a very fine Woman, whofe Husband 
continually kept her under his Eyes ; fo that finding no other 
way to {peak to her, he difguis’d himfelt like a Woman big 
with Child, and fo went to her Houfe. He addrefs’d himfelf 
to the jealous Husband, and told him, ke had the Jantajo 
(which is the Word for longing) todifcourfe with his Wife in 
private. The Husband, deceiv'd by this Appearance, made no 
jueftion that this was a young big belly’d Woman, and im- 
mediately confented that his Wite fhould make this Perfon 
happy. with a long and pleafant Audience. = 
: When any of thefe Women long to fee the King, they give 
him notice of it ; and he has the Goodnefs to come intoa great 
Balcony; which looks into the Palace Court, and there he 
tarries as long as they defire. he bi “ve B's; 
L:} Not long fince a Spanifo Woman, juft come from Naples, {ent 
to bes. the King that fhe might fee him ; and when fhe had 
look’d upon him as long as fhe had a mind, in a Tranfport of 
‘Deal, with Hands lifted up, the faid to him, I befeech God, Sir, 
that Hf bis Mercy be would one day make you Vice-Roy of Naples. 
Tis {aid this Paflage was ated before the King,to intorm him 
that the Magnificence of the then Vice-Roy, who was not be- 
lov’d, farexceeded his. Very frequently there comes into my 
Relation’s Houfe, Women who are. perfect Strangers, to 
whom neverthelefs fhe is very kind and civil, becaufe they,are 
big with Child ; and fuch we mult not vex. 
Thanks to Heaven, Lent is over; and tho’ only obferv'd 
the Paffion-week, yet thar was more tedious to me, than, a 
whole Lent kept at Paris, for there is noButter here : shanties 
whic 
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which one meets with, is brought about thirty Leagues off 
wrapt up like Saufages in Hogs bladders: It is'tull of Worn: 
and very dear. But the Oyl makes amends, for ’tis verr 
excellent ; only you know, every body does not love it, ann 
I am one of thofe, who cannot eat it, without being: very fick: 
That which makes it yet worfe here, is, that Fifh-is verr 
{carce; it is impoflible to have any{weet which is caught in th 
Sea, for that is diftant from Madrid above fourfcore Leagues: 
Sometimes there is a Salmon brought, of which’ they makk 
Pies, which being feafon’d with Spice and faffron, is eatabl« 
 There’s very little frefh water Fifh; and yet for all this, thee 
do not fuffer much Inconveniency, for indeed, there’s hardll 
any body keeps Lent, neither Mafter nor Servant, becaufe co 
‘the great want of Provifions. They take a Licence from thi 
Pope*s Nuncio, which coftsabout a Shilling, which gives thers 
leave to eat Butter and Cheefe all Lent, and the Heads, Fee: 
and Inwards of Fowl, &c. every Saturday throughout th 
Year. And it feems to me pretty odd, that on this Day the: 
_ fhould eat the Feet, Head, and Inwards, and yet dare neo 

~ eat any other part of the fame Creature. | 
The Shambles are as open in Lent, as they are in the Carnea 
val. Their way of felling Meat is very troublefome ; it isclodf 
fhut up in the Butcher’s Shop, one {peaks to him through | 
little Window, and defires of him to buy half a Calf, or th 
like: he neither vouchfafes to anfwer you, nor to fhew you th 
leaft bit of Meat: atlaft, you are content with a Loin of Veail 
but he makes you pay your Money down before-hand, and thee 
through his little Window he gives you a Leg of Mutton; yoo 
~ return it, and tell him; this isnot what you afk for ; he takee 
it again, and inftead thereof he gives you a fhort Rib of Beeff 
then you make a noife for your Loin ; but he concerns himfe 
. no further than to throw you your Money, and fhut the Wir 
dow upon you. This vexesone, and you go to another, and in 
treats youafter the fame manner, if not worfe; fo that it is beff 
to tell them how much Meat you would have, and leave thi 
reft to them. The Flefh is ill for the Stomach, it is fo leatr 
dry, and black ; but as bad as it is, yet there’s lefs requir” 
of it than of ours in France to make good Soup. Every thing 
here nourifhes fo extreamly, that an Ege does one more good 
‘than a Pidgeon elfewhere; and this I take to be an Effect «c 

the Climate. . 4 

* As to the Wine, it does not pleafe me ; this is not the Cours 
try where the Excellent Spani/> Wine is drank, that comes frort 
 Andaloufia and the Canary Iflands, which mutt pafs the Sea tour 
- if tt 


| The Ladÿs Travels into Spaini -  15$ 
o gain that ftrength and pleafantnefs which we find init. At 


ags made of Buck-fkin, and fitted up for that purpofe, io that 
it always fmells or tatts either of Pitch, or as if it was burnt. 
now begin not to wonder that Men are fo temperate with 
uch Liquor. They'll fell as little a Quantity of it as one will, 
even to the Value of a French Double: But that which is fo re- 
tail’d out to the poor People, is yet made worfe than it would 
e, by their letting it fand all day inan open earthen Bafon, out 
of which they fell to thofe who have a Mind. It grows fowr, 
and finells fu trong, that it makes one’s Head ake in paffing by- 
~~ Lent makes no alteration in their Pleafures; indeed they are 
fo moderate, or at leaft thofe they ufe make fo little Noife, 
that they enjoy them at all times. : LR A 
No body fails of going totheir Station in Paffion Week, but 
particularly from Wednefday to Friday. In thefe three Days, | 
there is acted very different things, by real Penitents, Lovers, 
‘and Hypocrites. There are divers Women, who, under pre- 
tence of Devotion, conftantly go to certain Churches, where 
for a Year before they are aflur’d to meet him they love 5 
and tho’ they are attended with feveral of their Women, 
which they call Duennas;yetas the Crowds are sreat,and Love 
makes them ingenious, {fo they make a fhift, in {pite of all the 
_Argus’s, to flip on one fide into a little adjoyning Houfe, which 
by a private Sign they know, and is hired for that purpofe, 
and without the help of any body, but at that very moment of 
time. When they have done, they return to the fame Church, 
where they find their Women bufie in fearching for them; they 
‘falla chiding them for their carelefnels in lofing them; and 
‘thus the Husband, who for a whole Year hath induftrioufly 
‘watch’d his dear Wife, lofes her at that very Seafon when fhe 
js oblig’d to be the moft faithful to him. The great Con- 
‘firaint they live under, put violent Defires in them to enjoy 
{ome Freedom ; and their very amorous Nature makes them 
‘witty to find out Means to bring about their Defigns. 
~ *Tis an unpleafant thing to fee the Di/ciplinarians : The firft 
“simeL met one of them, I thought I fhould have fwooned away. 
“The unexpeétednefs of fuch a terrible Sight feiz’d me. Fancy 
‘a Man coming fo near you, that he'll cover you all over wit 
his Blood. This, it feems, is one of their Paftimes. There are 
certain Rules by which to difcipline themfelves handfomely, 
and Mafters to teach the Art, juft as to dance, and to fence. 
“They have a fort of a Gown made of their Bapti/? Cloath hang 
| ie 
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fine, which comes down to their Shoes; it is laid in fmall 
Pleats, and fo prodigioufly wide, that it contains at leaft fifty 
Ells of Cloth. ‘They wear upon their Heads a Cap three timex 
higher than a Sugar-loaf, and of the fame Shape: It is cover’cd 
with Holland, and from it falls a great piece of Cloth whicth 
hides all the Face, and the forepart of the Body: there’s twco 
little Holes in’t to fee through : On the back of their Waftcoate: 
they have two great Holes upon their Shoulders; they weair 
white Gloves and Shoes, and abundance of Ribband, which tiees 
their Waftcoat-fleeves, but hanging down, and not in knots, 
They alfo tie one to their Whip ; commonly ’tis their Miftrefss 
which honours them with this Favour: And to be the more ad-- 
mired, they muft not lift up their Arms, only the Wrift and thee 
Hand; and the Blows muft not follow haïtily, nor the Bloodi 
which runs out fpoil their Cloaths. ‘They give themfelves moftt 
terrible cuts ae flafhes upon their Shoulders, from whencee 
runs Streams of Blood. They walk fo foftly in the Streets ass 
if they counted their Steps; they prefent themfelves beforee 
their Miftrefs’s Window, and there with wonderful patience: 
lafh themfelves. The Lady through the Lettice of her Cham-- 
ber fees this fine Sight, and by fome Sign encourages her Gal-- 
Jant to flea himfelf alive, and lets him know how very kindlyy 
fhe takes this Action of his. When they meet a handfome: 
Woman, they whip themfelves at fuch a rate, as to make the: 
Blood flie upon her: ‘This is efteem’d a particular Civility, andl 
the Lady acknowledges and thanks them for it. When once? 
they have begun to give themfelves this Difcipline, the Prefer- 
vation of their Health obliges them afterwards to ufe it every; 
Year, otherwife they would be fick. They have alfo little: 
‘Needles ftuck in Sponges, with which they prick their Shoul-- 
ders and their Sides fo eagerly, as ifit did not hurt them. Butt 
Til tell you fomething yet itranger. Several Courtiers often: 
take this Walk in the Night: But they are commonly the: 
oung Fools, and they give notice toall their Friends of their: 
Defien, who immediately come to them very wellarm’d. The: 
Marquefs De Villa Hermofa was one of them this Year, and the: 
Duke De Vejar was the other. This Duke went out of. his: 
-Houfe about Nine a Clock at Night; he had a hundred Flam-- 
ibeaus of white Wax carry’d before him, twobytwo. Three-- 
{core of his Friends went before, and a hundred follow’d after: 
shim, and every one had his Page and Footman ;_ and it wasa) 
very long Proceffion. It is known when Men of this Quality’ 
are to walk ; fo that all the Ladies are in their Windows,and. 
hang out their Carpets in their Balconies; and that they may 
| | * the 
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the better {ee and be feen, they have Flambeaux faften’d to the — 


‘fides. The Knight of Difeipline, with-his Guard, pañes along. 
and falutes the Speétators.But that which often caufesa great 
deal of Mifchief, is, when the other Di/ciplinarian, who ftands 
upon his Honour and Reputation, marches with his great Coni- 

pany in the fame Street. This happen’d to thefe Perfons I 
have now mention’d.. Each of them would have the upper 
Hand, and neither would yield toit, The Footmen with their 
Flambeaux began to lay one another over the Faces,and burn 
their Witkers and Hair; the Friends of each Party drew their 
Swords againft one another. Our two Heroes, who were only 
arm’d with this inftrument of Penance, fearch for each other, 
and being met, begin a moft terrible Battel. After they have 
ufed a little Difcipline about one anothet’s Ears, and cover dthe 
Ground with the ends of their Whipcords, they fall to down- 
right Fiftycuffs like any Porters : Tho after all, there’s but 
little matter to laugh at in this piece of Mummery, for they 
beat one another well favouredly ; they wound, and often 
kill ; and here old Enmities revive, and are reveng’d. But at 
laft, the Duke de Vejar yielded to the Marquels de Villa Hermo- 
fa ; they gather’d up their broken Whips, and mended them 
as well as they could : the greatCap, which was thrown into 
the Canal, was wip’d, and put upon the Penitent’s Head again ; 

the wounded were carry’d home, and the Proceffion began a- 

gain, and they walked more gravely than ever, through a 
great part of the City. } Ou | 
~~ TheDuke had a great mind the next Morning to be reveng’ds 
but the King commanded both him and the Marquefs not to fur 
out of their Houfes. But to come to what they do upon thefe 
Occafions. You muft know, that after thefe Servants of God 
are return’d home, there’s a magnificent Supper prepar’d of alk 

forts of Meats : and obferve, that this is on the laft day of Pa/- 

fion Week, But after fo good a Work, they think they may do 
a little Evil. Immediately the Penirent caufes his Shouldersto 
be a long time rubb’d with Sponges dipt in Vinegar and Salt, 


left there fhould remain any bruifed Blood ; after that, he fets» 
himfelfat the Table with his Friends, and receives from them - 


the Eulogies and Applaufes which he believes he has merited. 
Every one in his turn tells him, that in the memory of Man 
none was ever feen to receive the Difcipline with fo good a 
‘grace. They magnify all his Actions ; but above all, the Hap- 
pinefs of that Lady for whofe {ake all this Bravery was per- 
form’d, The whole Night is fpent infuch kind of Difcourfe 5 


and fometimes he that has been és well flogg’d, is fo fick, thee 
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he cannot go to Maf5 on Eafter-day. Do not think that.I ufe a= 
ny Art to fet out the Hiftory of thisMatter to make you mer- 
ry:it is all literally true; andI tell you nothing; which you may 
not be fatisfied in, from every body that has been at Madrid. 
But there are alfo true Peritents, which indeed troubles one 
éxtreamly to look on them ; they ate drefs’d juft as thofe whe 
give themfelves theDifcipline, except that they are naked from 
the Shoulders to the Middle, and with a kind of narrow Matt 
are fwaddled and bound fo very hard, that all the Flefh which 
appears is black and blue: their Arms ftretchec out, are wrapt 
about with the fame Matt. ‘They carry to the Number of fe- 
ven Swords fticking in their Backs and Arms, which hurt them 
grievoufly when they ftir too much; or happen to fall, which 
they often do ; for they going bare-foot, and the Stonesin the 
Streets being fharp, and cutting their Feet, they cannot poñi- 
ee always keep themfelves up. There are others; who inftead 
of thefe Swords carry Croffes fo very heavy, that they are even 
born down with them; neither would I have you think that 
thefe are of the ordinary People; fome of them areof the high- 
eft Quality. They are forced to have fevéral of their Servants 
to accompany them; but they are difguifed,and their Faces co- 
vered left they fhould be known. ‘Thefe carry Wine, Vine- 
garyand other things, to give their Mafters from time to time,, 
who very frequently drop down dead with the extream Pain. 
and Toil they endure. Generally thefe Perances are enjoyned | 
by their Conteffors ; and they are fo very fevere, that he who 
undergoes them feldom outlives the Year. The Pope’s Nuciey 
told mé that he had forbid all Confeffors to impofe them ; yet! 
have feen divers, though in likelihood it proceeded from theis 
own Devotion. | 
From the beginning of Paffon-Week to Low-Sunday, one can- 
not ftir out of Doors,without feeing an infinite numberof Peni-- 
gents of all forts ; and on Good-Friday they all come to the Pro-- 
ceffion, which is but one general one for all the City, and 1 
compos’d of all the Parifbes and Convents. Upon this Day, the: 
Ladies are more finely drefs’d than on their Wedding-days 5; 
they place themfelves in their Balconies, which are fer out with 
rich Carpetsand Cufhions. Sometimes there are above an hun-- 
dred Women together." The Proceffionbegins about four a clock;, 
and is not ended till pafteight ; for I cannot exprefs to yous 
the numberle{s number of People I have feen, counting frou 
the King, Don John, the Cardinals, EmbafJadors, the Grandees, thee 
Courterans, to all forts of Folks, both of the Court and Cityy. 
Ryery one boldsa Wax Candle in his Hand, and all their Ser-- 


vantsÿ 
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Lie in de numerous, carry ‘Torches and Flambeaus. In 
their Proceffon, all their Banners and Croffes are covered with 
. Crape, and there’s a vaft number of Drums covered with the 
. fame, and they beat, as at the Death of a General. The Trum- 
_ pets found fome melancholy’Tune. The King’s Guards, which 
are four Companies of different Nations, to wit, Burgundians, 
Spaniards; Germans, and L’Ancillians, have their Arms covered 
with Mourning, and trail them upon the Ground. There are 
certain Machines fet upon Theatres,which reprefent the My- 
fteries of the Life and Death of our Lord ; the Figures are as 
big as Life; but very ill made and drefs’d : There are fome fo 
heavy, that a hundred Men can but lift them, of which there’s 
a vait number, for every Parifh has fome. I obferved that of 
the Blefledirgin fying into Ezypr3 fhe was upon an Afs which 
had good Furniture ; the Houfing was all over embroidered 

with fine Pearls, the Figure was very great and heavy. | 
Here they are afraid left fometimes the People fhould fail 
in their Devotion at Ea/ter; and therefore for that reafon, each 
Parifh-Prieft goes to every Houfe, and enquires of the Matter, 
how many Communicants he has? Being informed, he notes 
the Number inhis Book: To every one that has received the 
Communion, they give a printed Certificate. After Low-Sun- 
day, they vifit all the Houfes again, and demand to fee the 
Certificates, which they ought to have according to the firft 
Account taken of them ; and if they can fhew none, there’s a 
ftriét enquiry made after him or her who has not communi- 
-eated. At this time the Poor who are fick, hang out a Car- 
pet at their Door, and the Sacrament is brought to them in a 

very fine and devout Proceflion. | | 
Since my being at Madrid, I have feen very few ftately Fune- 
rals, except one fe the Duke de Medina Celi’s Daughter. Het 
Coffin was made of rare Indian Wood, put into a bluc Velvet 
Bag,and ctofs’d with filver Mohair with Cords of filver Thread, 
and the Strings were of the fame, and faften’d the Bag at each 
end, like a ftuff Cleak-bag. The Coffin was in a Hearfe co- 
vered with white Velvet, fet round with Garlands and Coronets — 
curioufly made of Flowers. And thus they carried her to Me- 

| dina Celi, thé Capital City of the Dutchy of that Name. 

Commonly they drefs up the dead in the habit of fome Re- 
ligious Order, and carry them all bare-faced into the Church 
where theyare to be bury’d. If itis a Woman, they put her 
onthe Habit of the Carmelites. ‘This Order is in great Vene- 
tation here ; the Princeflesof the Blood retire to their Convent. 
= The Queens themfelves, when. they are Widows, are HER 
| 2 
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to fpend the reft of their Life there, unlefs the ing other= 
wife appointed before his Death, as Philip IV, did in favour of 
Queen Mary Anne of Auftria his Wife. And in cafe a Queen 
is divorced, fhe muft go into a Religious Houfe ; for, divorced 
or Widow, fhe has not a Liberty to marry again. 

The Kings of Spain prefume fo much above other Kings,, 
that they will not endure a Princefs, who has once been their 
Wife, fhould ever be fo to another, let her have the greateft 
Paffion in the World. 

Don Sohn hath a natural Daughter, a profeffed Carmelite at | 
Madrid. She is wonderful handfome ; and ’tis faid fhe had no» 
‘mind to take the Habit; but twas her Fate, as ’tis of divers: 
others of her Quality, who like it no mote than fhe. 

They call them the De/calcas Reales, which is to fay, The Roy-- 
al Bare-feet. ‘This reaches even to the King’s Miftrefles, whe-- 
ther they be unmarried or Widows. When he can love them: 
no longer, they muft turn Naas. 

I have feen fome of the Works of St. Therefa, writ with her’ 
own Hand. The Charaéter is legible, large, and indifferent: 
fair. Donna Beatrix Carillo, who is her Niece’s Niece, keeps: 
them very choicely. It was fhe that fhewed them to me. ‘They’ 
confift of a Colleétion of Letters. 1 do not believe they were: 
ever printed. There’s a great deal of Perfection in them,, 
and throughout one may difcover a certain Air of Cheerfulnefs ; 
and Sweetnefs of Nature, which fufficiently declares the Cha-. 
facter of that great Saint. | 

At the time of Lent, and even at other times, one meets with | 
Preachers at every corner of the Street, whofe Sermons are ill] 
enough contriv'd,and doaslittle good : but however, in preach-: 
ing as they do, they both fatisfy their Zeal and their Defire. 
Their moft conftant Auditors are the blind Folks, who refemble) 
our Singers upon Pont-neuf 5 every one of them being led by: 
a little Dog, which does it very well. They go about finging} 
of Romances and Cacara, which are certain old Stories or mo-: 
dern Events, which the People are very glad to know. ‘They’ 
have a little Drum and a Flute, on which they play. They 
often fing a Song on King Francis the Firft, it beginning, W hen: 
the King left France, to his Sorrow be left it, &c. Now, 1 doubt: 
you know it, dear Coufin ; for who doesnot? This Song is: 
{ung in very bad French, and by Folks that do not underftand | 
one word of it. All that they underftand, is, that the King} 
was taken by the Spaniards ; and as this Prince was much for’ 
their Glory, fo they are willing to convey the Memory of it: 
down to Fofterity. There’s a Hower de Luce all as Sor a 
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Roof of th Chamber where this King was Prifoner; and I 
muft not onfit telling you, that the Prifon is one of the faireft 
Buildings in Madrid : The Windows are as large as thofe of 
other Houfes. There are indeed Iron Bars ; but they are all 
gilt, and fet at a diftance great enough, to make any one think 
they were not defigned to hinder Efcapes. I food amazed 
at the feeming Neatnefs of a Place, which in reality is unplea- 
fant enough ; and I thought, that in Spain they had a mind to 
contradi&t the French Proverb, which fays, That there's neither 
any bandfome Prifon, nor ugly Love. Pardon this Proverb ; 1 do 
not love them fo well, to trouble you often with them. | 

All the Houfhold-fluff one fees here, is extream rich, but 

not fo neatly made as ours in France, and they come altoge- 
ther fhort of ourSkill. It confifts of Tapeftry, Cabinets, Paint- 
ings, Looking-glaffes, and Plate. ‘The /ice-Roys of Naples, and. 
the Governors of the Low-Countries, have had moft admirable: 
Tapeftry ; the Vice-Roys of Sicily and Sardinia thew moft excel- 
lent Embroideries and Statues ; thofe of the Judies, precious 
Stones, and Veffels of Gold and Silver. So that feveral re- 
‘turning home from time to time, laden with the Riches. of 
another Kingdom, cannot chufe but to. have enriched this City 
with abundance of valuable things. # 

They change their Furniture feveral times a year: Their 

Winter Beds are of Velvet, trimm’d with thick Galoons ot 
Gold ; but they are fo low, and the Valens {o deep, that one Is 
as if they were bury’d in them ; and when one is in Bed, the 
Border of the Valens lying almoft upon the Counterpane, one 
ean hardly be feen. In Summer they have neither Courtains, 
not any thingelfe about the Bed. ‘This looks very ill. Some- 
times they hang coloured Gauze, to keep off the Gnats. 

In Winter they have their Apartments very high, fometimes 
tn the fourth Story, according as the Cold encreaies, to keep 
them from it. At prefent they ufe their Summer Lodgings, 
which are low, and very commodious. All their Houfes have 
a great many Rooms on a Floor ; you go through a dozen ot 
fifteen Parlours or Chambers one after another. ‘Uhofe which 
are the worft lodged have fix or feven. The Rooms are gene 
rally longer than they are broad. The Floors and Cielings are 
neither painted nor gilt ; they are made of Plaifter quite plain, 
but fo white,that they dazzle one’s Eyes ; for every year they are 
{crap’d, and whited as the Walls, which look like Marble, they 
are fo well polifh’d. ‘TheCourt to their Summer Apartments 


is made of certain Matter, which, after it has had. ten er 
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Water thrown upon it, yet is dry in half an hour after, and 
leaves a pleafant coolnefs ; fo that in the Morning they water 


all, and a little while after, they fpread Matts or Carpets made — 


of very fine Rufhes,which cover all the Pavernent. The whole 
Apartments are hung with the fame fmall Matt about the 
depth of an Ell, to hinder the coldnefs of the Walls from hur- 
ting thofe which lean yee them. On the top of thefe 
Matis, there are hung Pictures and Looking-Glaffes. The 


Gufhions,which are of Gold and Silver Brocade, are placed up- 
on the Carpet; and the Tables and Cabinets are very fine ; and : 


at little diftances there are fet Silver Cafes or Boxes, filled with 
Orange and Jaflamin-Trees. In their Windows they fet things 
made of Straw, to keep the Sun out; and in the Evenings they 
walk in their Gardens, There arefeveral Houfes which have 
very fine ones, where you fee Grotto’s and Fountains in abun- 
dance, for they have great plenty of Water here, and ’tis very 
good. In the. number of hele fine Houfes they reckon the 


Duke Offina’s, that of the Admiral of Caffille’s Lady, the © 


Countels of Ogzate, and the Conftable of Caftille : But I do 


wrong in particularizing of them, for there are a confiderable 


number of them. | 

For the reft, it feems to me, that the great care they take, 
prevents the heats (let them benever fo exceflive) from being 
troublefome to them. But do not fancy, I befeech ye, that 
only the great Lords have their low Apartments, for indeed 
every body elfe has them according to their Ability ; though 
‘it be only a little Cellar, they'll live in it contentedly. 

There are but few ordinary People at Madrid ; one feldom 
fees any but Perfons of Quality, if feven or eight Streets,which 
are full of T'radefinen, are excepted.’ You fee no Shops in 
this City, unlefs it be thofe where Sweetmeats, Liquors, Ice, 
and Paftry are fold. . : : de: 

I will not neglé& telling you, that a thoufand People here 


have their Canopies; for without reckoning the Princefs and the | 


Dukes, the Tituled (of which there is a vaft number) have theirs 
alfo. Thefe Tituled, are thofe they call the Grandees of Spain, 
the real Marqueffes, and the real Counts. If there be thirty 


Chambers on a floor in a Houfe, you fhall there fee as many _ 


Canopies. My Kinfwoman has twenty in her Houfe: The King 
hasmade her Marchionefs of Ca/tille. You cannot imagine how 
~ gravely I look under a Canopy, particularly when they bring me 
‘my Chocolate ; for three or four Pages, cloathed in black like 
Lawyers, ferve me on their knees. Thisis a Cuftom I had ae 
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ado to bring my felF to, for methinks this Refpect ought to be 
_ paid to God only. But itis fo common here, that if a Cobler’s 
Apprentice fhould prefent an old Shoe to his Mafter,he muft do’ 
it with knee upon the Ground. This quality of Titulos gives 
them divers Priviledges of which I have already told.vou, and, 
particularly that of having a Canopy. They ufe no Ballifters 
about their Beds. 
_ Lhave obferved to you before, Dear Coufin, that our 
 Houfes are not near fo well furnifhed in France, as the Per- 
fons of Quality here are ; but chiefly as to Veffels of Silver, 
‘the difference is fo very great, that one who had not {een it 
could hardly believe it : ‘They ufe no Veffel of Tin or Pewter, 
but either Silver or Earthen ware only, is what they make ufe 
of; and you muft know their Plates here, weigh little lefs 
‘than our Difhes in France, every thing is made fo ftrangely 
“heavy. ak 
The Duke of Albuquerque died fome time ago. I have 
been told, that they were fix Weeks in weighing the Veffels 
of Gold and Silver, and writing them down; during this time 
they employed two whole hoursevery day 5 this was very charge- 
able. Amongit other things, there were fourteen hundred do- 
zen of Plates, five hundred great Difhes, and feven hundred 
little ones; and of every thing elfe proportionably. There were 
_alfo forty Silver Ladders to fet things on the Cup-board,which, 
was made to afcend bylittle Steps, like your Altars in a great 
Hall. When theytold me of fuch great Wealth of a particular 
Man, I thought they jefted with me; and therefore defired the 
Confirmation of it from Don Antonio de Toledo, Son to the Duke 
of Alba,whowas in the fame Houfe, He affured me it was very 
true; and that his Father, who did not efteem himfelf rich in 
WVelfels of Silver, had three hundred dozen of Silver Plates, and 
eight hundred Difhes. ‘The mighty Meals which they make 
do not require fuch great ftore, unlels it be at their Marriages, 
where every thing is magnificent, But that which caufes fuch 
great abundance of Veflels, is, that they are brought from 
“the Indies ready made, and pay no Cuftom to the King. The 
truth is, they are little better fhaped than their pieces of - 
four Piftoles, which they ftamp in the Galeon as they come 
from that Country. 3 
It would grieve a body to fee the ill Management of fome 
great Lords : there are divers who will never go to their 
Eftates (for fo they call their Lands, their Towns and Caftles) 
but pafs all their Lives at Madrid, and truft all to a Steward, 
ci Lis | | EL 4 | who 
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who makes them believe what he judges moft for his own In- 
tereft, They will not fo much as vocuhfafe to enquire whe- 
ther he {peaks true or falfe ; this would be too exact, and by 
‘confequence below them. ‘This methinks is one confiderable 
fault; the ftrange profufion of Veffels only for an Egg and a 
Pidgeon, is another. _ : es, 7 
. But it is not only in thefe things which they fail; but ’tis al- 
fo in the daily Expences of their Houfes. They know not what 
it is to lay up Stores, or make provifion of any thing ; but 
every day they fetch in what they want, and all upon truft, 
at the Bakers, Cooks, Butchers, and all other Trades: The 
are even ignorant what they fet down in their Books, and they 
put down what Price they will for every thing they fell. This 
matter is neither examined into, nor contradiéted, There are 
often fifty Horfes in a Stable, without either Corn or Straw, 
and they perifh with Hunger: And when the Mafter is in 
Bed, if he fhould be taken illin the Night, he would be at a 
great lofs ; for they let nothing remain in his Houle, neither 
Wine nor Water, Charcoal nor Wax-Candle ; and ina word, 


nothing at all: For though they do not take in Provifions fo 
near, that there is nothing left ; yet his Servants have a 


Cuftom of carrying the Overplus away to their own Lodgings, 
; and the next day they furnifh themfelves with the fame things 
again. 

They obferve no better Rules with the Tradefinen: A Man 
or Woman of Quality had rather die, than ta haggle for, 
or ask the Price of a Stuff, or Lace, or any other thing, 
or to take the Remainder of a Piece of Gold: They rather 


chufe to give it the Tradefman, for his pains of having | 


fold them that for ten Piftoles, which was not worth five. 
If there is a reafonable Price made, he that fells to them is 
fo honeft, not to take the advantage of their Eafinefs to give 
whateyer is ask’d them ; and as they have Credit giyen them 


for ten Years together, without ever thinking of paying; fo © 


at laft they find themfelves under great Difficulties with their 
Debts,. . | 


It is very rare they engage in tedious Suits at Law, or let 


things come to extremity; they bring themfelves to account, : 


call their Creditors, and make over to them a certain Part of 
their Lands, which for a limited time they enjoy. Some- 
_ times they give up every thing, and referve bate a Penfion 
for Life, which cannot be meddled with by any Creditors, who 
gay afterwards fell or lend any thing to them ; and to nS 
en 
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end they be not defrauded of it, they publifh the Agreement 
between the Lord and his Creditors. | 

All Law Paper is marked, and cofts more than the other. 
There’s a certain Time when they make a Diftribution of 
Eaw-Suits, ‘They give the InftruGtions at Madrid ; but there 
are few judged there. All the Papers of one fide are put into 
a Bag, and thofe of the other into another Bag, and the In- 
ftructions into a third ; and when the Time to diftribute the 
Law-Suits is come, they fend them to fome diftant Parlia- | 
ments ; fo that very often one’s Caufe is try’d, and judged, 
without knowing any thing of it. It is writ in a Regifter whi- 
ther the Caufe was fent, which is kept very fecret. When Judg- 
ment is given, it is fent back to Madrid, and is fignified to the 
Parties. This Method faves a great deal of Trouble and Sol- 
licitations, which in my opinion ought always to be forbidden. 
As to Bufinefs here, it is exceffive tedious, whether it be at 
Court or in the City, and ruins one in a'little time. ‘Thespa- 
nifo Practitioners are great Knaves in their Trade. 

There are feveral different Councils, allcompofed of Perfons 
of Quality, and the greateft part are Counfellors of the Sword. 
The firft is the Council of State, the others are called the fu- 
pream Council of War, the Royal Council of Caftille, the Al- 
cades of Court, the Council of the Holy Inquifition, the Coun- 
cil of Orders, the Sacred Supream and Royal Council of 4r- 
ragon, the Royal Council of the Indies, the Council of the 
Chamber of Cajtille, the Council of Iraly, the Council of the 
Finances, the Council of the Croifado, the Council of Handers, 
the Court for the Duty of Horfe, the Court for his Majefty's 
Woods, and the Court of the Millions. 

They underftand fo little how to manage things to the beft 
advantage, that when a Father dies, and leaves ready Money, 
and fome Children under Age, they lock the Money up ina 
Cheft, and never put it out to be improved. For examples 
the Duke de Frias, whofe Widow 1s marry’d to the Conftable 
of Cajtille, left three Daughters, and fix hundred thoufand 
Crowns in ready Money: They put it into three Chefts, with 
the Name of each Daughter. The eldeft was not feven 
Years old ; She is now marry’d in Handers to the Prince de 
Ligne, The Guardians conftantly kept the Keys of thefe Chefts, 
and never open’d that of the eldest, but to count it to her 
Husband. Obferve what a Lofs there is of Intereft. But they 
tell you, it would be much worfe, if the Principal happen’d to 
be loft, Sometimes, when one thinks they have put it fe- 
; | | curely 
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curely out, it proves quite otherwife ; that'a Bankrupt makes 
one lofe all ; fo that it is better to gain nothing, than to haa 
æard the Pupil’s Effate. | | ke 
It istime to come to an end, dear Coufin: I fhall be afraia 
to tire you with a longer Letter. I befeech you caufe all thofi 
1 fend you, to be delivered, and pardon the freedom I take 
Adieu, I embrace and conftantly love you with all my Heart 


Fin Madrid this 27th 
of April, 1679. | 


The End of the Second Vi olume, 
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LEE TER OS 


OU did mea particular Kindnefs in letting me know 
Hi that all my Letters come to your Hands, for I was a 

little concerned for the two laft : And fince you ftill 

defire it (dear Coufin) I fhall continue to inform 
you of every thing that paffes, and of all that I obferve in 
this Country. 

- The Royal Palace is built upon a Hill, which infenfibly de- 
fcends to the very Banks of the River called Manfanarex, It 
looks feveral ways upon the Country, which is very pleafant 
there. One goes to it through the Callemayor, that is to fay, 
the great Street, which indeed is both very long and broad 5 
feveral confiderable Houfes add to its Beauty. There's a 
large open place before the Palace : no body, of what Qua- 
“‘Tity foever, is allowed to come witha Coach into the ik P 
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bu. they ftop under the great Arch of the Porch, except itt 
be whe. Bonefires are made there, or when there are Ma/que-- 
rades, and Wen Coaches goin. A very fmall number of Halbar-- 
deers ftand at tie Gate. Upon my asking, why fo great a King 
had fo fmalla Gua 2 Why, Madam, fays a Spaniardto me, Aree 
ave not all bis Guard? Fie reigns too abfolutely in the Hearts off 
his Subjects, either to fear any thing, or diftruft them. ‘Thee 
Palace ftands at the end of the City towards the South, It 1s 
built of very white Stone. TwoPavillions compleat the Front; 
the reft is not rar Behind it, these are two fquare Courts, 
each confifting of four fides; the firft is adorned with two greatt 
Ferras-walks, which run quite through. ‘They are raifed uporn 
high Arches, and are beautified with Ballifters and Statues. 
‘That which I obferved very fingular, was, that the Women’ 
Statues had Red upon their Cheeks and Shoulders. You geo 
through fine Porches which bring you to the Stair-cafe, whickh 
is extream large. ‘The Apartments are furnifh’d with excell- 
lent Pictures, admirable Tapeftry, moft rare Statues, ftatelyy 
Houfhold Goods ; and in aword, with every thing fuitable too 
a Royal Palace, But there are divers of the Rooms dark. I faw 
fome which had no Window, and receiv’d Light only whern 
the Dooropen’d. ‘Thofe which have Windows are but littlee 
lighter, becaufe of their fmallnefs. They alledge that the Heatt 
is fo exceflive, that they are willing to hinder the Sun from co: 
ming in as muchas they can. But there’s yet another Reafon:; 
for Glafs is very fcarce and dear. Andas toother Houfes, theree 
are many which have Windows without any Glafs ; and whem 
they would defcribe a compleat Houfe, they’ll tell you in onee 
word, that “tis Glaz’d. This want of Glafs does not appeatt 
without, becaufe of the Lettices. The Palace is adorned with) 
divers gilt Balconies, which indeed look very fine. All thee 
Councils fit there ; and when the King has a mind tobe prefent;, 
he paffes through certain Galleries and little Entries unpercei-- 
ved. There are a great many People perfwaded, that the Cattle 
of Madrid, which Francis V. caus’d to be built near the Woodi 
of Bologn, was after the Model of the King of Spain’s Pa-- 
lace; but ’tisa miftake, and nothing is lefs alike. The Gardenss 
are not fuitable to the Dignity of the Place ; they are neitherr 
large enough,nor fo well improv’das theyfhou’d be. TheGround,, 
as I have obferv’d, reaches to the very Brink of Manfanarez.. 
‘The wholeisinclofed with Walls ; and ifthefe Gardens have any 
Beauty, they owe it purely to Nature. They work hard togett 
the Young Queen’s Apartment ready for her Reception ; all here 
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Servants are named, and the King expeéts her with the great- 
eft Impatience. 

The Buen Retiro is a Royal Houfe near one of the Gates of 
theCity. The Count Duke caufed at firft a little Houfe to be 
built there, and called it Galinera 3 it was for keeping his rare 
Poultry in, which had been prefented to him 5 and as he often 
went to fee them, and the Situation of the Place was on the 
defcent of a little Hill, and there was a pleafant Profpeët, fo he 
was invited to undertake a confiderable Building. Four great 
Apartments, and four great Pavillions,makea Seite Square.In 
the middle there’s a Flower-Pot, well furnished with Flowers 5 
and a Fountain, whofe Statue (which throws the Water when 
they have a mind) fprinkles the Flowers and the Crofs-Walks, 
which goes from one Apartment to another. This Building 
has the fault of being too low. The Roomsare large, ftately, 
and adorned with curious Paintings. Every thing fhines with 
Gold, and lively Colours; with which the Cielings and Floors 
are beautified. I took notice in the great Gallery, of the Entry 
of Queen Elizabeth, Mother to the late Queen. She’s on horfe- 
back, with a Ruffand Fardingal. She has a Hat trimmed with 
Jewels, anda Plume of Feathers. She is fat, fair, and pleafing. 
She has fine Eyes, and her Looksarefweetand ingenuous. ‘The 
Room for acting Plays in, is well defign’d, very large, all well 
fet out, with Carving and Guilding. There may be fifteenina 
Box without inconvenience to each other. They have all Let- 
tice Windows; and the King’s is richly gilt. There are neither 
Galleries nor Amphitheatre ; every body fits upon Benches on 
the Floor. On the fide of the Terras, is the Statue of Philip I. 
upon a Horfe of Brafs. ‘This Piece is of great Value, thofe that, 
are curious pleafe themfelves in taking a Draught of him. The 
Park is above a good League in compafs ; there arein it divers 
feparate Lodges, very pretty, and which have good Accommo- 
dation of room. ‘There’s a Canal which is fupply’d with Water 
from Springs at a vaft Charge; and another fquare Place inwkich 
the King has little Gundoloes painted and gilt : thither he goes 
during the great Heats of the Summer; the Fountains, Trees, 
and Meadows, making that Place more cool and pleafant than 
any other. There are Grotto’s, Cataraéts, Ponds, Shades, and in 
fome Parts, even fomething of the wild Fields ; which fhews 
the fimplicity of the Country, and is extream delightful. 

The Cafa del Campo is for rural Affairs. It is not great, but 
its Situation is fine > being upon the Bank of Manfanarez. The 
Trees in it are high, and yield a Shade at all tumes, 1 met 
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of the Trees of this Country, hecaufe one finds very few 0 
them : there’s Water in divers parts of it, particularly om 
Pond which is furrounded with great Oaks. ‘The Statue co 
Philip IV. is in the Garden ; this Place is a little negleétecd 
Here I faw Lions, Bears, Tigers and other wild Beafti 
which live very long in Spain, becaufe the Climate is littll 
different from that from which they come. Many People g« 
there to think ; and the Ladies ufually chufe this Place tt 
walk in, becaufe tis lefs frequented than others. But to rec 
turn to Manfanarez, this River does not run up to the City’ 
at certain times it is neither River, nor fo much as a Brookk 
tho’ at other times, it is fo big and rapid, that it carries befoss 
it all that flands in its way. All the Summer, People walk: 
it ; there’s fo little Water int at this Seafon, that one can hardil 
wet one’s Foot ; and yet in Winter, all ona fudden, it oven 
flows the adjacent Country : that is caufed by the melting « 
the great Quantities of Snow which covers the Hills, and fi 
defcends into the Manfanarez in violent Torrents of Wate: 
Philip IL. caufed a’ Bridge to be built over it, which thee 
called the Segovia Bridge ; it is a very lofty one, and every waa 
as finegas the Pont-neuf, over the River Seine, at Paris. Whee 
Strangers fee it, they fall a laughing ; they think it ridiculow 
- to have caufed a Bridge to be built, where there’sno Water 
Hereupon there was one faid wittily enough, be would advi;) 
them to fell the Bridge, and buy fome Water. | 

The Horid is a moft pleafant Houfe, and its Gardens arr 
infinitely delightful ; there are in great numbers Italian St 
tues by the beft Mafters. ‘The Water there makesa pretty fo 
of amurmur, which with the fweet fmell of the Flowers (« 
which they have a Collection of the rareft and beft fcent) | 
very charming. From thence we come to the Prado Nuovi 
where there are feveral {pouting Fountains; and Trees them 
are of an extraordinary heighth’: this is aWalk,which thougz 
it be not even Ground, yet 1s no lefs agreeable: its defcent 11 
is eafie, that one can hardly perceive the unevennefs of thi 

lace. à | 

There is alfo the Carfuela, which affords nothing but corr 
trary Delights, and fome cool Rooms;,-where the King come 
and refts himfelf after hunting ; but ’tis the Profpect whice 
qi the Pleafure, and very fine things might be ther: 
made. 

That I may tell you of fomething elfe befides the King? 
Houfes, you muft know, dear Coufin, that on May-day, thee 
refort to a Place without the Gate of Toledo This is ds : 
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Zl Sotillo, and,no body excufe themfelves from going thither : 
to be fure then I went; but it was more to fee than to be feen, | 
tho’ my French drefs made me very remarkable, and drew a 
great many Eyes upon me. “The Women of great Quality ne- 
ver go abroad to take the Air in their whole Life, except it be 
in the firft year of their Marriage, Imean, into publick Walks 
and Places; and then too, ’tis under the very Nofes of their 
Husbands, the Wife at the lower, and the Husband at the up- 
per end of the Coach ; the Courtains all open, and fhe finely 
adorned: but ’tis a ridiculous thing to fee thefe two Crea- 
tures fit like Statues, looking at each other, and without {peak- 
ing a Word in an Hours time. There are certain Days tet 
apart for walking and taking the Air; all Madrid go abroad - 
then: the King is feldom there; but except the King and a 
few Courtiers, no body elfe fail of going. ‘That which makes 
it very troublefome is, their long Traces, which take up a 
great compafs of Ground, and occafion the Horfes often to 
entangle. Several Ladies which are not of the higheft Rank, 
refort thither, but with their Courtains clofe drawn ; they only 
look through little Glaffes which are faften’d into the fides of 
the Coach, but at Night the Ladies of great Qualitycome In- 
coguito ; and when ‘tis dark, they pleafe themielves fo far as 
to walk a foot. They wear white Mantles upon their Heads ; 
thefe are a kind of a Hood made of woollen Stuff, which co- 
vers them all over : they embroider them with black Silk + 
they are only the ordinary Women, and fuch as go upon fome 
Intrigue, which wear them ; yet fometimes, as 1 have faid, 
certain Cowrt-Ladies will goin this Drefs. The Cavellero’s alfo 
alight and walk, and fay fome odd thing or other to them ; but 
they meet with their Match. 

The Count de Berka, the German Envoy, told me, that 
t'other Night as he was at Supper, and his Windows (becaule 
of thecold) being fhut, fome body knocked at the Lettice of 
his Hall. He fent to fee who it was; they found three Wo- 
men in white Mantles, who defired to have the Windows o- 
pen’d that they might fee him. He fent them word, that they 
would be more conveniently in the Hall. They came in all 
concealed, and placed themfelves in a corner, and fo ftood, all 
the while he wasat Table. He intreated them (but in vain) 
to fit down and eat fome Sweetmeats ; but they would nei< 
ther do one nor t’other ; but after they had faida great ma- 
ny merry things to him, in which they abundantly fhewed a 
frange quicknefs of Wit, they went away. He difcovered 
that thefe were the Dutcheffes de Meding Celi, de Offuna — 
i DUCaad y 
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Ducada, having feen them at their own Heüfés ; for Embaf! 
fadors have the priviledge fometimes to go to the g#eat Ladies: 
and to give them a vifit of Audience : but he was willing to havee 
yet a greater certainty, and therefore caufed them to be fol 
low’d ; and they were feen to go into one of their Houfes by aa 
falfe Door, at which fome of their Women waited for them. 
Thele little Difguifes are not always attended with over muc 
Innocence. , cry COME TM 
As to theMen ; when Night comes, they walk a foot in thee 
Prado. They make up to the Coaches in which they fee Women; 
and leaning upon the Boots, they either throw Flowers, om 
fprinkle {weet Water upon them ; and when they are per 
| mitted, they go into the Coach to them. ae 
But as to the meeting on May-day : It is certainly a greatt 
pleafure to fee the Citizens and the People how they fit ; fomee 
upon the young Corn, fome upon the fides of the Manfana+- 
rez, others playing at Ombre, and others either with theitt 
Wives, Children, Friends, or Miftreffes, basking themfelvess 
in the Sun. Some are eating of a Sallad with Leeks and Ont-- 
ons ; and others, hard Eggs ; and others, Gammon of Bacon, 
and even Galinas de Loche ; which are Sea-Hens, and very ex-- 
cellent. ‘They all drink Water like Ducks, amd play either up-- 
on the Gittar or Harp. The King came there with Dox Jobr;, 
the Duke de Medina Celi, the Conftable de Caftille, and thee 
Duke de Paftratie. I only faw his Coach of green Oyl-clothy, 
drawn by fix pyed Horfes, the fineft in the World; and all co-- 
ver’d over with Gold-{pangles, and Knots of Rofe-colouredi 
Ribband: The Courtains of the Coach were of green Damask,, 
with a fine Gold Fringe; but fo clofe drawn, that one could per+- 
ceive nothing but through the little Glaffes on the fides of thee 
Coach. It is the Cuftom, when the King paffes by, to ftandl 
fill 5 and in refpect, to draw the Courtains : but we, according: 
to the French Fafhion, let ours be open; and were fatisfied im 
making a very low Bow. ‘The King took notice of a Spaniel-- 
bitch I had in my Arms; and which, the Marchionefs de Alvi, 
who is a very pretty Lady, defired me to carry to the Con-- 
ftable of Colonna’s Lady ; and as I loved it mightily, fhe fentt 
it to me very often. The King fent the Count de los Arcos,, 
Captain of the Spari/b Guards, to ask me for it ; he came up? 
to the Coach fide on horfeback. I immediately gave it to him, 
and the Creature had the Honour to be made much of by hiss 
Majefty,who was mightily pleafed with the little Bells about herr 
Neck, and the Buckles upon her Ears. He had a Bitch which 
he loved extreamly, and he fent a ask me if I would be wil 
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ling that he Mould keep mine for Daraxa, which was the 
Name of his. | | | 

You may eafily imagine, dear Coufin, what anfwer I made. 
He returned me the Spaniel, but without either her Collar or 
Buckles ; and ordered the Count de los Arcos, to give me a 
Gold Box full of Paftils, which he had about him, and de- 
fired me to keepit. It is but ofa fmall value ; but coming 
from fach a Hand, L'oughtily.efteem it... 1; 

It was Dox John, who is my Kinfwoman’s Friend, who ob- 
tain’d this mark of the King’s Bounty to me ; for he knew of 
my being in Madrid, though Ihad not had the Honour yet to 
fee him. | | 

Two Days afterwards, as I was all'alone in my Apartment, 
bufie in painting a {mall Piece, I faw comein a Man, whom E 
‘knew not; but one, whom by the Air of his Face, Icould eafily 
judge to be of Quality : He told me, that not having met with 
my Kinfwoman, he was refolv’d to tarry till fhe came, for 
he had Letters to give her. After fome little Difcourfe, he 
gave oceafion to talk of Dow Jobs ; and toldme,that hedoubt- 
ed not but I frequently faw him. I reply’d, that indeed, 
fince my arrival, this Prince came often to vifit my Kinfwo- 
man, but he never afk’d for me. ‘The Reafon of that perhaps, 


adds he, was, becaufe you were fick that Day. I was not fick, 


reply’d I, and I fhould have been very glad both to have feen 
and heard him ; for I have been told both good and ull of him, 


and I have a mind to know whether they do him right or. . 


wrong. I have fignify’d my Defire to my Kinfwoman ; but 
fhe told me, there was no way to gratifie me, for he was fo 


devout, that he would fpeak tono Woman. Is it poflible, 


fays he, finiling, that his Devotion should fo much difturb 
his Mind ? for my part, L am confident he ask’d for you, and 
was affur’d that you were ill of a Fever. Of a Fever! cry’d 
I, that’s very frange. 1 befeech you, how do you know it? 


But juf then my Kinfwoman came in. “She was extreamly a- 


maz’d to find Don John with me, and fo was J; for I little 
thought it washe. He told her feveral times, that he knew 
not how to pardon her for the Idea fhe had given me of him 3 
that he was no Bigot, and that he-was perfwaded, true Devo- 
tion did not make a Man rude and inhumane. | 

I think-him very handfome, of a noble Carriage, very well 
bred, and extream witty ; and of a mighty quicknefs of Mind. 
As my Kinfwoman has a great share of Wit, fo fhe clear’d, 
herfelf well enough from what he tax’dher with. But when 
he was gone, fhe was ready fo seas me for Anger, becaufe I 
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deny’d having had a Fever. I defired her To excufe me 5 
becaufe 1 was ignorant what fhe had faid to him, and that 
I could not divine. She anfwer’d me, that at Court, one muft 
either be able to divine, or elfe they would act a very filly 


art. 

She ask’d the Prince, if it was true, that the Queen Mother 
had writ to the King, and begg’d that fhe might fee him; and 
that he had refus’d her. He agreed it was, and alfo, that that 
was the only reafon which hinder’d his Majefty from going to 
Aranjuas ; \e& fhe fhould come to-him there, contrary to the 
Prohibition for her not ftirring out of Toledo. What, my 
Lord; faid I, will not the King fee the Queen his Mother 2 Say 
rather, replies he, that ’tis State Policy which forbids Sovereigns 
fo. follow their Inclinations, when they do not fuit with the publick 


good. We have a conftant maxim in the Council of State, al- 


ways to confult the Spiritof Charles V. in all difficult Matters. 


We enquire.what he would have done upon fuch an Occafion 5. 


and that we endeavour to practife in our turn. For my part, 
1 am of Opinion, with a great many others, that he ought 
not to fee his Mother, fince it was fit for him to banifh 
“her; and the K#g himfelf is fo fully perfwaded of this, that 
he anfwer’d her, it could not be. Butit was not difficult for 
me to fee, that Don Yohx fitted the Genius of Charles V. to his 
own. ; 

The King is gone to Buen Retiro, where 1 had the Honour 
to fee him firft at a Play; for he open’d the Lettice of his 
Box to look at us in ours : becaufe we were drefs’d after the 
French way. ‘The Darifh Embaffador’s Lady was drefs’d after 


the fame fafhion ; and fo handfome, that he told the Prince: : 


of Monteleon, he was mightily taken with us 5 only it was pity 
that our Heads were not trim’d, and our Bodies clad after the 


Spanifo Mode; that the more he look’d at the French Ladies. 
Cloaths, the more they difpleas’d him; that the Men’s did not. 
fo much offend him. The Opera of Alcinous was a€ted before: : 


him ; but I gave little Attention to it, looking fo earneftly at 


the King, that I might be able to defcribe him to you. I muft > 
tell you théen,, that his Complexion is delicate and fair. He: 
has a broad Forehead ; his Eyes are fine, and have a great deal 


of. {weetnefsin them ; his Face is very long and narrow ; his 
Lips, like thofe of the Houfe of 4uftria, are very thick; and his 
- Mouth 1s wide. His Nofe is very much hawk’d. His Chin is 
fharp, and turns up. He has a great Head of Hair, and fair 5 
lank, and put bekind his Ears. His Stature is pretty high, 
fliraight and'llender. Huis Legs are fmall, and almoft all of a 


thicknefs. ° 
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-thicknefs., He is naturally very kind and good. He is inclin’d 
to Clemency ; and of the great variety of Council be bas given 
him, be takes that which is moft for the advantage of bis People 5 for 
be loves them extreamly. He is not of a vindicative Spirit. 
He is fober, liberaland pious. His Inclinations are virtuous, 
He is of aneven Temper, and of eafie Accefs. He hath not 
had all that Education which is requifite to form the Mind 5 _ 
but yet he does not want any neither. I will now note fome 
of his merry Humours which have been told me ; and thoug!s 
they are of no great importance, yet it may full be pleafant 
to know them. | me 
It is not long fincé the Lady Conneftable de Collond, who is 
in a Religious Houfe at St. Domingo, got out of the Abbey, from 
whence fhe had made feveral Efcapes. ‘The Nuns; tired with 
her proceeding, refolved to admit her no more : and indeed 
the laft time fhe endeavoured to get in, they plainly told her, 
that fhe might either betake her felf to the World, or choofe 
fome other place than their Houfe for a Retirement. She was 
extreamly offended at this refufal, which by no means fuited 
with a Perfon of her Quality and Merit. She got fome of her 
Friends to apply themfelves to the King; and he. fent Orders 
to the Abbe/s to receive her inagain. ‘The 4bbe/s and all the 
Nuns were obftinate in their refufal ; faying; that they would 
themfelves reprefent their Reafons to his Majefty, and in their 
- Perfons go to him. When this Anfwerof the Nuns was rela- 
ted to the King, he burft out a laughing ; and faid, It will be 
pretty {port to fee this Procefion of the Nuns, who will come 
along finging, Libera nos Domine de la Conrnftable. But yet 
Fe did not go, and chofe rather to obey; which is always 
14 ‘eft. Se 

Some Days ago it rain’d and thunder’d moft terribly. The 
"King, who fometimes pleafes himfelf in playing little Tricks 
with his Courtiers;commanded thé Marquefs d” A4fforgas to wait 
for him upon the Terras Walk in the Palace. ‘The good old 
Man faid to him, finiling, Sr, will it be long before you come ? 
Why do you ask, faid the King ? That your Majetty, reply’d 
he, may fend a Coffin to put mé in ; for there's no likelihood 
that I fhould be able to contend with fuch Weather as this. 
Go, go, Marque[s; fays the King; Vl come to you: The Mar- 
quefs went out, and without any Scruple {tept into his Coächs. 
and went direétly home. Two Hours afterwards; the King 
faid,. for certain the good old Man is wet 10 the Skin's let bint 
be call d in, I have a mind to fee bim in futh a Condition. But 


they told the King that he did not expofe himfelf at alls 
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‘upon which he faid, That he was not only“old, but very 
wife. | j 

There was taken a little while fince near the Palace, dif 
guis’d in Man's Cloaths, one of the handfomeft Miffes of Madrid. 
She had fet upon her Gallant,of whom fhe believ’d fhe had caufe 
tocomplain. He knowing her by her Voice, and the manner of 
handling her Sword, would not make ufe of his to defend him- 
felf ; fo far from it, that he opened his Waftcoat, and gave 
her free leave to thruft at him ; thinking perhaps, that fheei- 
ther was not angry, or had not Courage enough to doit. But 
he deceiv’d himfelf ; for with all her ftrength fhe made a Pafs 
at him, which made him drop down. She no fooner perceiv'd 
his Blood, but fhe threw her felf upon the Ground, and cry’d 
out moft dreadfully ; tore the Skin off her Face, and pull’d 
her Hair off her Head. ‘The People which were got about 
her, very well perceiv’dby her Looks, and her long Hair, that fhe 
was a Woman. ‘The Officers of Juftice feiz’d her ; and fome 
Lords pafling by at that time, feeing her, related to the King 
what had happen’d. He hada mind tofpeak with her; fhewas 
brought before him. Art thou fhe, faid he to her, that has 
wounded a Man near the Palace ? Yes, Sir, anfwer’d fhe, I 
was refolv’d to be reveng’d on an ungrateful Man. He pro- 
mis’d I fhould have his Heart, yet I am affur’d he gave it fince 
to another. But why art thou foaffiéted, reply’d he, fince thou 
haft got thy Revenge ? Ah, Sir, continu’d fhe, in feeking my 
Revenge, | have punifh’d my felf; I am now upon the brink of 
Defpair. I befeech your Majefty to command them to put me . 
to Death, for Ihave deferved the fevereftTorment. The King : 
took pity of her; and turning tothofeabout him, Well, really, 
faid he, I can hardly believe that there’s in the World fo mi- 
{erable.a State, as to love and not to be beloved. Go, faid he, 
thou haft more Love than Reafon; but endeavour to be wifer 
for the future, and do not abufe that Liberty I reftore to thee. 
And thus fhe withdrew, without being carry’d to the Place 

where they keep miferable Wretches that have led ill Lives. 
All this that I have told you of the King, has carry’d me from 
the Opera of Alcinous, The firft time I faw it, was with fo much 
wandring of Mind, that when I faw it again, it appear’d 
quite new to me. There were never feen more forry Machines. 
‘hey made the Gods come down on Horfeback upon a Beam, 
which reach’d from one end of the Theatre to the other. The 
Sun fhined by the help of a dozen of oyl’d Paper Lanthorns, in 
each of which there was a Lamp. When Alcimous prattis’d her 
Enchantments, and invok’d the Demons, they camie conveni- 
| | RTE ently 


0 The Ladys Travels into Spain. “197 
ently out of, Hell by Ladders. Le Gratiofa ; that is to fay, the 
Jack-Puddinr, faid a thoufand Impertinencies. ‘The Singers had 
_ indifferent good Voices, only they fang too much in the Throat, 
Heretofore there was a Liberty for feveral forts of People to 
come intothe great Room; but this Cuftomischang’d, and now 
there’s only fuffer’d to come in, the great Lords ; and at the 
moft, Tituladoes, and the Kuighrs of the three Military Orders. 
This Room is certainly a very fair one. It is all painted and 
gilt. The Boxes, as I have already told you, are always 
barrd with Lettices like thofe we have at the Operas but 
they reach from top to bottom, and look -as if they were 
Chambers. That fide where the King fits, is magnificent. As 
for the reft ; the fineft Comedy in the World, (1 mean thofe 
that are acted in the City) very often receives its Fate from 
the weak Fancy of fome ignorant Wretch or other. But there is 
one particularly, and a Shoemaker, who decides the matter 5 
and who hath gain’d fuch an abfolute Authority fo to do, that 
when the Poets have made their Plays, they go to him, and as 
*twere, fue for his Approbation. They read to him their Plays; 
the Shoemaker with grave Looks thereupon, utters abundance 
of Nonfenfe ; which neverthelefs:the poor Poet is forced to put 
up. After all, if he happens to be at the firft Acting of it, every 
body has their Eyes upon the Behaviour and Aétions of this 
pitiful Fellow; the young People of what Quality foever imu- 
tate him. If heyawns, they yawn; if he laughs, fo do they. 
In a word, fometimes he grows angry or weary, and then 
takes a littleWhiftleand falls a whiftling ; at the fame time you 
fhall hear a hundred Whiftles,which make fo fhrill a Noife, that 
*tis enough to confound the Heads of the Spectators. By this 
time our poor Poet is quite ruin’d ; all his Study and Pains. 
having been at theMercy of a Blockhead, according as he was’ 
in a good or bad Humour. Ta 
~ In this Play-houfe, there is a certain part of it, which is 
call’d La Cafuela ; it is like the Amphitheatre. All the Women 
that are not over-virtuous fit there; and thither the great 
Lords go to talk with them. Sometimes they make fuch aNoife, 
that they would outdo the Thunder ; and they fay things fo 
very pleafant, that they would make one die with laughing 3 
for their Wit is free from all reflraint of Decency. Befides, 
they are informed of all things that happen in the Town ; 
and if they. had a merry Jeft to break upon their Majefties, 
they had rather be half hang’d than lole it. Jaune 
Tt may be faid, that the Women Players are ador’d in this 


Court ; there’s hardly any that is not the Miftrefs of fome great. 
Gus * * M 3 _ Perfon, 
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Perfon, and for whom feveral Duels have been fought, anda 
great many People kill’d. Ido not know how charming their 
Difcourfe may be, but J am fure their Perfons are the uglieft 
inthe World. They are extravagantly expenfive ; and fooner 
muft a whole Family perifh with Hunger and ‘Thirft, than one 
of thofe beggarly Players fhould want the leaft Superfluity. 
We are now in a Seafon that’s troublefome enough ; for 
‘us the Cuftom here to put their Mules to Grafs, and every 
body almoft walks.a foot. At this time you can fee nothing 
but Grafs brought from all Parts; and the greateft Lord hard- 
ly keeps two Mules to draw him. For this reafon they often 
go on horfeback. ? a 

~ Thofe’ Horfes which have been at the Bull-baitings, and are 
good for thefe fort of Sports, are dear, and much 1n requeft, 
The King had a mind to divert himfelf, and ordered a Bull- 
Feaftto be on the twenty fecond of this Month, I was very 
glad of it; for tho’ I had heard much talk of them, I never 
faw any yet; and the young Count de Coningfmark, whois a 


Swede, would taurife, or bait the Bull for a young Lady of my 


‘Acquaintance. So that I was the more eager to go to the 
Placa-Maior ; where my Kinfwoman, as fhe was a" Titulada of 
Gaftille, had-her Balcony fet up with a Canopy, a Carpet, and 
Cufhion of State. T'o give you a particular Account of all that 
' paffes at thefe Feafts, I muft tell'you, that after the King has 
appointed one of them ; there are {ome Cows, which they call 


Mandarines, led into the Forefts and Mountains of Andaloufia. 


Itds known that the moft furious Bulls are in thefe Places; and 
as they are train’d up for this purpofe, fo they run into the 


Wood. TheBulls fpy them out, and eagerly court them; thofe 


fly, and thefe purfue them and {fo are decoy’d into certain Pal- 
ifadoes, fet on purpofe along the Way ; which is fometimes 
thirty or forty Leagues in length. Several Men, arm’d 
with Half-pikes, and well mounted, hunt thefe Bulls,and hin- 


der them from coming back ; but it is not feldom that they, | 
are forc’d to fight them within thefe Pales, and frequently. 


they are kill’d or wounded. 


«There are People plac’d all along the Road, which bring — 


advice when the Bulls will arrive at Madrid; and there allo 
they fet Pallifadoes in the Street to prevent any Mifchief. 

4 The Mandarines,who are real Traytors, go conftantly betore ; 
‘and the poor Bulls quietly follow after into the very place de- 
fign’d tor baiting them ; where there are great Stables built on 
purpofe, with Shutters contriv’d to keep them in. There are 
fometimes 30, 40, or 50 together. This Stable has two Ron : 
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the Mandarines go in at one, and efcape at the other; and 
when the Balls think to follow them, ftill they are hinder’d 
by a Trap, in which they are caught. | 
~ After they have refteda few Hours, they are one after ano- 
ther let out of the Stable into the great Place, where there are 
a great many young, lufty, ftrong Peafants, fome of which take 
the Bull by the Horns, and others by the Tail ; and becaufe 
they mark him upon the Buttock with a hot Iron, and flit his 
Ears, they call them Hiradoes. This is not eafily done, 
for there are frequently divers Perfons kil’d; and this is the 
beginning of the Shew, which always mightily delights the Peo- 
ple; whether it be upon the account that Blood is fhed, or 
elfe, that they love to fee fomething extraordinary,, and at firft 
fight furprizing, and which afterwards furnifhes with matter 
for long Reflections. But tho’ unlucky Accidents do happen. 
at thefe Feafts, yet it does not appear that they take any war- 
ning from them, for they are {till forward to expofe them- 
felves at every Baiting that’s made. 

The Bulls are fed, and the beft of themare pick’d out for the 
Baiting. ‘They can even diftinguifh thofe that are either Sons 
or Brothers of thofe Bulls whichmade a great Slaughter in for- 
. mer Fea/ts: they tie to their Horns a long Ribband; and by the 
Colour of that, every body knows themagain, and recites the 
Hiftory of their Anceftors ; that the Grandfre or great Grand- 
fire of thefe Bulls bravely kill’d fuch and fucha one, and they 

expect no lefs from thofe that then appear. Hi ou 
When they have fufficiently refted, the Placa Major 1s cover'd 
with Sand, and round it are plac’d Bars as high as a Man, 
upon which are painted the Arms of the King and his King- 
doms. ‘I fancy this Place to be larger than the Place Royal at 
Paris 5 it is longer than it is broad, and about it are Houles: 
built upon Pillars and Arches like ‘Towers, five Stories high, 
and to each a row of Balconies, into which there are great 
Glafs-doors. The King’s ftands more forward than the reit, 1s 
more fpacious, and all gilt. It is in the middle of one of. the 
Sides, with a Canopy over it 5 over againit it are the 4mba/Ja- 
~ dors Balconies, who have a Place when the King goes to Chap- 
pel, that is, the Nuncio, the Emperor's Ambaflador, that of 
France, of Poland, the Venetian, and that of Savoy : thofe of 
England, Holland, Swedelaad, Denmark, and other Prozeftant 
Princes, have none there. ‘The Councils of Cafhlle, Arragows 
the Inguifition, Italy, Flanders, the Indies: the Orders, War, the 
Croifado, and of the Finances, are on the right Hand of the King: 
they are diftinguifli’d by their Arms upon their Crimfon Velvet 
| Ma 0: Carpets, 
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Carpets, which are’all embroider’d with Gold. After thefe,, 
are placed the City Companies, Judges, the Grandees and Titu-- 
lado’s, according to their feveral Degrees, and at the King’s: 
Charge, or elfe at the City’s, who hire thefe Balconies of pri-- 
vaté Perfons that dwell there. | 

For all thofe 1 have now nam’d the King makes a Collation s, 
and it ig given in-very neat Baskets to the Women as well as: 
the Men. {t confifts of Fruits dry’d, Sweet-meats, and Water: 
cool’d with Ice; of Gloves; Ribbands, Fans, Paftils,: Silk. 
Stockings, and Garters: Infomuch that thefe Feafts always 


coft above a hundred thoufand Crowns 5 and this Expence is: 
defray’d out of the Fines and Forfeitures adjudg’d to the King, , 


or to the City. This is a Fund, which muft not be meddled 


with, tho’ ’twere to fave the Kingdom’ from the sreateft | 
) g 8 


Danger ; the doing of it mightcaufe a Sedition, So bewitch’d 
are the People with this kind of Pleafure. — AS, 
From the Level of the Pavement to the firft Balcony, there 
are Scaffolds made for the reft of the People. They give from 
fifteen to twenty Piftoles for a Balcony ; and there is not any 
but what are let, and adorn’d with rich Carpets, and fine Ca- 
nopies. ‘The People are not feated under the King’s Balcony ; 
that Place is fill’d with his Guards. There are only three Gates 
open into it, thro” which the Perfons of Quality pafs in their 
richeft Coaches, and particularly the Embaffadors ; and they 
make feveral turns round it, a little before the King comes. 
The Cavaliers falute the Ladies, who ftand in the Balconies} 
without being cover’d with their Mantles or Vails..- They are 
deck’d out with-all their Jewels, ‘and whatever they have that 
is fineft. One can-fee nothing but extream rich Stuffs, with 
Tapeftry, Cufhions, and Carpets, ‘all of rais’d Work in Gold. 
T never daw any thing more glorious. : Thé King’s Balcony is 
hung round with green and gold Courtains, which he draws, 
when Ke will not be feen. | euRD | 


_ The King came about four a clock, and immediately all the — 


Coaches went out of the Place. Generally the Embaffador of 
France is the moft taken notice of; becaufe he and all his Train 


are drefs’d after the French mode ; and he is the only EmbajJa- 


dor that has this Privilege here, for the others are in-the Spa- 
nifo Drefs. ' Five or fix Coaches go before the King’s, in which 
are the Officers, the Gentlemen and Pages of his Chamber. 
The Coach of Honour, in which there goes no body, marches 
immediately before his Majefty’s own, whofe Coachman and 
Poftilion are always bare-headed, a Footman carrying their 
iats.. The Coach isfurrounded with Foot- Guards. Thofe 3 
Pa: ke à 14 ‘they 
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they call the Life-Guard, have Partifans, and march very near 
the Coach ; and next the Boots goa great many of the King’s 
Pages, cloath’d in black, and without Swords, which is the on- 
ly Mark to know them from other Pages. As the Ladies that 
are defign’d to be about the young Queen, are already nam’d, 
fo they all came under the Conduct of the Dutchefs of Terra 
Nova, in the King’s Coaches : ‘They march by the Men’s Boots of 
the higheft Quality ; fome on foot, that they might be nearer 5 
others mounted on the fineft Horfes in the World, train’d up 
for that purpofe, and which they call Horfes of Motion. That 
they may perform this piece of Gallantry, they muft have leave 
from their Miftreffes ; otherwife ’tis a great Blemifh to their | 
Reputation, and even engages the Lady’s Kindred in'Trouble: 
for they take their Honour to be concern’d in this Liberty : 
But when fhe approves of it, they may practife all the pleafant 
Humours for which thefe fort of Feafts minifter occafion. But 
tho’ they need fear nothing from the Ladies they ferve, nor 
their Relations, yet they are not freed from all Uneafinefs : for 
the Duegno’s, or Women of Honour, of which there’s too great 
à Provifion in each Coach, and the Guardadama’s, which go on 
Horfeback, are troublefome Obfervers. Hardly can one begin to 
difcourfe, but thefe old Hags will draw the Courtain, and the 
Guardadama’s willtell you, that that Love which is fulleft of 
Refpect, is the moft difcreet ; fo that very often one muft be 
content to let the Eyes {peak, and to figh fo loud, that one 
may be heard at a diftance. : 

All things being thus difpos’d, the Captain of the Guards, and 
the other Officers, mounted upon very fine Horfes, enter the 
Place, at the head of the Spanifo, German, and Burgundian 
Guards. ‘They are cloathed in yellow Velvet or Sattin, which is 
he Livery of the King, tran’d with tufted or crimfon Galoon, 
nix’d with Gold and Silver. T'he Yeomen of the Guard, which 
call the Life-Guard, wear only a fhort Cloak of the fame Live- 
y, over black Cloaths: ‘The Spaniards wear Breeches tuck’d up 
fier the old way. The Germans, which are called Tude/ques, 
wear them like the Switzers 3 they ftand in Ranks near the 
<ine’s Balcony, whilé the two Captains and the two Lieute- 
ants, who carry each of them a Staff of Command in their 
Hands, and are follow’d by a great many Liveries, march all 
our ina Rank at the head of the Guards, feveral times round 
he Place, to give the neceflary Orders, and to falute the La- 
lies of their Acquaintance. Their Horfes curvet and bound con- 
inually ; they are cover’d with Knots of Ribbands, and embroi- 
ler’d Houfings: They are called Pi/Jadoyes, for diftinction. 'Up- 
t, Ae on 


it 
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on this day every one of thefe Lords affect to wear that Coloutt 
which their Miitreffes love moft. — 

When the People are come without the Bars, and are featedi 
upon their Scaffolds, the Place is watered with forty or fiftyy 
T'uns of Water, which is brought thither in little Carts. ‘Them 
the Captains of the Guards come back, and take their Poftes 
under the King’s Balcony, where all the Guards are likewifee 
placed, and make a fort of a Fence, ftanding very clofe toge:- 
ther : And altho’ the Bulls are fometimes ready to kill them, 
yet they muft not go back, nor ftir from their Plate ; theyy 
only prefent to them the Point of their Halbards, and fm 
with a great deal of hazard defend themfelves. 

I do affure you, that this ftrange number of People (for eve>- 
ry Placeis full, even the tops of the Houfes, as well as the reft)) 
the Balconies fo richly fet out, and fo many beautiful Womem 
in them ; this great Court ; the Guards ; and, in a word, thee 
whole Place, makes one of the fineft Shews that ever I faw. 

As foon as the Guards are poffeffed of the Quarter where thee 
King.1s, fix Alguarils, or, City Doot-keepers enter the Places, 
each holding a white Red. Their Hort's are excellent, har-- 
nefs’d after the Morifco fafhion, and cover’d with little Bellss. 

heir Habit 1s white. They wear Plumes of Feathers, and puit 
the beft Looks on they can, info much danger as they are in 3; 
for they are not allow’d to ftir out.of. the Lift: And ’tis theisr 
bufinefs to fetch the Knights that are to fight. 

I fhould tell you, before I proceed any further in this fhortt 
Deicription, that. there are certain Laws eftablifhed for thiss 
lort. of Baiting, which are call’d Dueloy that is, Duel ; becaufee 
one Knight aflaults the Bull, and fights:him in fingle Combatt. 
Thefe are fome of the things which are obferved. : One muftt 
be.a Gentleman born, and known for-fuch, that he may fightt 
on horfeback. It is not allowed to.draw the Sword upon thee 
Bull, unlefs he hasinfulted over you... They call it infaltings, 
when the Bull breaks; or forces, the Garockon, or Lance, out off 
the Hand; or it he make your Hat fallioff, or your Cloak, on 
has wounded you or your Horfe, or any of your Com any. Im 
this cafe, the Kyighe is-oblig’d to pufh his Horfe direétly uporn 
the bull: For this isian Empenno ; that is to fay, an Affront thatt 
engäges one to be reyeng’d, or to die; and he muft give him 
wa Cachiada, or a Back-itroke upon his Head or-Neéck. Butt 
ifthe Horfe, on which the Cavallero rides, refufes to go up too 
the Bull, then immediately he alights, and couragioufly marchess 
upa foot to this fierce Animal. The Sword is very fhort, andi 
about three Fingers bread. ‘The other Kuizhrs, who are theree 

too 
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0 fight, are alfo oblig’d to alight off their Horfes, ard accom- 
any him that is under the Empenno ; but they do not fecond 
um, fo as to affift him in the leaft againft his Enemy. If 
hey all march up in this manner towards the Bull, and he flies 
o the other end of the Place, inftead of tarrying for them, or 
neeting them, after they have purfued him fome time, they 
ave fatishied the Laws of Duelling, Uae 

If there be in the Town any Horfes that have been at a 
jaiting, and are dexterous at it, tho’ they do not know the 
Jwners, yet they'll borrow them ; nay, tho’ they do not defire 
o fell them, nor the others in a condition to buy them; yet. 
hey never refufethem. Ifby a mifchance the Horfe is killed, 
ind they offer to pay for him, it is not accepted ; becaufe to 
eceive Money upon fuch an occafion, would not be agreeable 
o the Spanifb Generofity. Neverthelefs, it would vex a Man 
o.havea Horfe, that.he had taken pains to breed up, with- 
ut any more ado, taken from him by the firft Stranger, and 
hrough hismeans be kill’d. This fort of Combat is reckon’d 
o dangerous, that the Indulgencies are expos’d in. feveral 
Churches for thofe Days, becaufe of the great Maffacre that 
s then made. Several Popes would have quite abolifh’d fuch 
barbarous Sights ; but the Spaniards begged the Court of Rome 
o earneftly to let them continue, that their Humour has been 
omply’d with, and to this day they are tolerated. 

The firft day 1 was there, the iguazils came to the Gate, 
which is at the end of the Lif, to fetch the fix Anights (of 
whom the Count de Coming fmark’ was one) who offer'd them- 
elves to Combat. Their Horfes are handfome to admiration, 
ind moit richly harnefs’d : Befides thofe they ride on, they 
iad each of them a dozen led by Grooms, with as many Mules 
oaded with Rejoxes or Garochons, which are, as I have faid, 
ances made of very dry Fir, about four or five foot long, 
painted and gilt, and Iron-work very well polifh’d ; and the 
Mules were covered with Velvet Cloths of the fame colour 
s the Combatants, with their Arms embroider’d in Gold. 
Fhis is not practifed at all Feafts: When the City orders one, 
here’s far lefs Magnificence ; but as the Kivg commanded this, 
nd it was upon his Marriage, nothing was omitted. 

The Cavallero’s were drefs’d in black, embroider’d either with 
sold and Silver, Silk or Bugles. ‘They had white Plumes of 
teathers {potted with feveral Colours, and a rich Knot of Dia- 
nonds, with a Hatband of the fame. ' They had Scarfs, fome 
vhite, and others crimfon, blue, and yellow, embroider’d with 
sold. Some wore them round their Waft, others eee 
Baga : ‘ ‘ + L ; Shoul- 
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Shoulderslikea Belt,andothers about their Arm. Thefe laftwete: 
narrow and fhort. Without doubt their Miftreffes prefentec: 
them ; for commonly they run to pleafe them, and to fhew 
that there’s no Danger to which they would not expofe them» 
felves for their diverfion. ‘They had alfo a black Cloak, whicth 
wrapt them about ; but*the Ends being thrown behind them. 
it did not hinder their Arms. They wore little white Buskinss, 
with long gilt Spurs, which have only one fharp Point, aften 
the Mesrs fafhion, ‘They allo fita Horfe like them, which ii 
called Cavalgas a la Gineta. : | 

‘The Cavallere’s were handfomely mounted, and look’d grace: 
fully enough for this Country. ‘They were nobly born, and eve: 
ryonehadtorty Foot-men ; fomecloath’d in Gold Mohair,trim’cd 
with Lace ; others in Carnation-colour’d Brocade, ftriped witth 
Gold and Silver ; and the reft in fome other fafhion, Every one 
of them was drefs’d like a Stranger, whether twas Turk, ‘Hun: 
garian, Moor, Indian, or wild People. Several of the Foot-métt 
carried a Bundle of thefe Garochons-I have mentioned, and this 
look’d very well. Thus with all their Train they crofs’d thee 
Placa Majer, conducted by the fix diguazils, and the Trumpets: 
founding. ‘Phey came before the King’s Balcony, and made 2 
profound Reverence to him, and defired Leave of him to fighi 
the Bulls, which he granted them, and wifh’d them Victory). 
"Then the Trumpets every where began to found again, and this 
is done;:as *twere, in defiance of the Bulls. All the People fall 
a Shouting, and repeat, Viva, viva, les bravos Cavalleros. Aftert 
this they feparate, and falute the Ladies of their Acquaintaneé. 
All the Foot-men go out of the Lift, except two for each 
Knight, which are left to carry their Reones. They keep clofet 
to their Mafters, and.’tis very feldom that they forfake them: | 
Several young Men enter into the Place, and they come é 
great way off to fight on thefe Days. ThéfeT now {peak of aree 
à foot, and not being nobly born, they ufe no Ceremonies witlh 
them.» Whilft one Cavallereis fighting, the reft withdraw,’ butt 
not out of the Bars ; and they‘ do not affault that Bull whickh 
another has undertaken to fight, unlefs he makesat them. Thee 
firft to.whom the Bull comes; when they are altogether, is hee 
that fights.him. When he has wounded the Knight, they cry) 
out, Fileno de Empenno 3 that is to fay, it is an Obligation upori 
fuch an one to revenge the 4front hé has received from thee 
Bull : And indeed Honour engages him, either on horfeback: 
er a toot, to attack the Bully and give ‘him a Cut with hiss 
Sword, as I have taid, either upon his Head or Throat, without 
friking him.in any other part. Afterwards he may fight hinm 
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5 he will, and Trtke him where he can; but in doing this, 
ne’s Life is a thoufand times in Danger. When this blow is 
iven, if the Knights are a foot, they may mount their Hor- 


665. 

When the King thought it was time to begin the Baiting, 
wo Alguazils come under his Balcony, and he gives to Der fob 
he Keys of the Stable where the Bulls are fecur’d; for the King 
seeps the Key,and when it muft be thrown, he delivers it into 
he Hands of alPrivado, or chief Miniter, as a Favour. Im- 
nediately the Trumpets found, the Timbrels and the Drums, 
he Fifes and the Haut-boys, the Flutes and Bag-pipes make a _ 
Noife round the Place one after another; and the A/guazils, 
who are naturally great Cowards, go trembling to open the 
Doors where the Bullsare kept. Therewas a Man hid behind 
the Door, who fhut it as faft ashe could, and then by a Ladder 
limb’d up tothe top of the Stable; for ’tis ufual with the Bull 
ncoming out, to look behind the Door,. and to begin his Ex- 
edition by killing, if he can, the Man that ftands there: after 
hat.he falisa running with all his might after the Alguarils,who 
pur their Horfes tofave themfelves, for they are not allow’d to 
Hand upon their Defence, and their beft play 1s to run away. 
Thofe Men which are on foot, throw at him Arrows and very 
fharp Darts, which are trim’d with cut Paper. Thefe Darts 
Hick in him in fuch a manner, that the pain caufing him to ftir 
much, makes the Iron enter deeper : befides, when heruns, 
the Paper makes a Noife, and being on fire, vexes him extream- | 
ly. His Breath looks like a thick Mift about him. His Eyesand 
bis Noftrils are like Fire. Heruns fwifter than aRace-horle, and 
holds it much better. ‘To {peak Truth, he ftrikes T'error. The 
Knight who is to fight him comes near him, takes a Rejov, 
holds it like a Ponyard:the Bull makes up to him, be declines 
Lis Blow, and thrutts his Garockon at him: the Bull fothrufts it 
back, that the Wood being weak, it breaks, Immediately his 
Foot-men, who hold ren or twelve Dozen, prefent him with 
another, which the Cavallero thrufts alfo into his Body : with 
this the Bull falls a bellowing, grows angry, runs, leaps, and 
wo be to them that ftand in his way : And if at any time he 
is ready to run at a Man, a Cloak or Hat is thrown at him, and 
this {tops him ; or elfe, one falls down on the Ground, and 
the Bull in running paffes over him. They have allo great. 
Figures made of Paft-boards,with which they deceive him,and._ 
fo gain time to efcape. That which helps them farther 1s, that 
the Bull conftantly fhuts his Eyes juft before he pufhes with his 


Horns, and they are fo: quick in that Moment to avoid the , 
De ” 3 | blow 
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blow ; but yet this is not fo certain, but that a great mai 
erifh. À 
: I faw a Black, with a fhort Ponyard, go direétly to the Buil 
when he was in the heighthof his Fury,and between his Horr 
thruft it into the very Seam of his Scull, which is a place vez 
foft and eafie to be peirc'd, but withal, very {mall to hit. Tth 
was one of the boldeft and moft dexterous Blows that can il 
imagin’d. The Bull fell down dead upon the fpot ; and pre 
fently the Trumpets founded, and feveral Spaniards ran wii 
their Swords in their Hands to cut in pieces the Beaft thi 
was no longer able tohurt them. Whena Bull is kill’d, fon 
Alcuarils go out to fetch four Mules, which fome Groonn 
cloath’d in yellow, and carnation colour’d Satin, lead in. Thee 
are cover’d with Feathers and little Silver Bells: they have ff 
ken Traces, with which they tie the Bull, and fo draw hii 
away; upon which the ‘Trumpets and People make a prodig 
ous Noife. There were twenty baited the firft Day. Thea 
came outa furious one,which very dangeroufly wounded Cou 
Coning {mark in his Leg; and yet the force of the Blow did nu 
light upon him, but upon his Horfe, whomit burft: he quick: 
got off him, and tho’ he is no Spaniard, yet he would not th 
excus’d from any of the Laws. It would have drawn piit 
from any body to fee one of the fineft Horfes in the World ji 
fuch a Condition; heran violently about the Place, ftrikim 
Fire with is Feet, and kill’d a Man with a blowupon his Hea 
and Breaft. 'The great Rail was open’d for him; and he wern 
out. As for the Count, as {oon as he was wounded, a very firm 
Spanifo Lady, who believ’d that he fought for her fake, ftom 
forward in her Balcony, and with her Handkerchief made fever 
ral Signs, in all likelihood to encourage him ; but he did ne 
feem to need being animated: and altho’ he had loft aburt 
dance of Blood,and was forc’d to leanupon one of his Footmert 
who held him up ; yet with great Fiercenefs he advanc'd wit: 
his Sword in his Hand, made a fhift to give a very gree 
Wound to the Bull on his Head ; and then prefently tarniny 
himfelf towards that Side, where this young Lady, for whom 
he fought, was, he kifs’d his Sword, and fuffer’d himfelf to bb 
carry’d away by his People, half dead, | 
But you muft not think that thefefort of Accidents interrupp 
the Fea/ts : ’tis faid, that it will not end but by the King’s On 
der ; fo that when any Kzight is wounded, the others accom 
Re him to the Bars, and immediately they return to fighit 
here was a Bifcaneer fobold; asto throw himfelf off his Horft 
uvon the back of che Bull;held him by his Horn;and in fpight È 
FO AT 
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ll the Endeavours of the Animal to throw him off, the Bi/- 
aneer fat upon’ him for abovea quarter of an Hour, and broke 
me of his Horns. If the Bullsdetend themfelves too long, and 
he King would have others come out (for frefh ones af- 
‘ord more Delight, becaufe every one has his peculiar manner 
f fighting) they turn loofe fome Exgli/b Dogs: thefe are not 
© big asis generally feen there ; *tis a Breed fomething like 
hofe the Spaniards carry’d into the Indies, when they conquer’d 
them; they are {mall and low, but fo ftrong, that when 
hey once feize the Throat,you may fooner cut them in pieces, 
han make them let go their hold. They are very frequently 
cill’d ; the Bull takes them upon his Horns, and toffes them 
1p in the Air like Foot-balls: fometimes they hamftring the 
Bull with certain Irons made crofs-wife, which they put at 
the end of a long Pole ; and this they call Saretar al Toro. 
There was another Cavallero under the Zmpenno, becaufe in 
fighting his Hat fell off: he did not alight, but drew his 
Sword, and pufhing his Horfe upon the Bull which expected 
him, gave him a Wound in his Neck; but as it wasa flight 
one, fo it ferv’d only to enrage him the more : He tore up the 
Earth with his Feet, he roar’d, and he leap’d about like a Stag. 
[cannot well defcribe to you this Combat, nor the Acclamations 
of every body, the clapping of hands,northe multitude of Hand- 
kerchiefs which are thrown up in the Air, for an Expreffion 
of Admiration; fome crying out, /ifor, Vattor ; and others, Ha 
Toro, Ha Toro, the more to excite the Bulls Fury. Neither can À 
cel] you my particular Difturbance,and how my Heart fail’d me 
every time I faw thefe terrible Creatures ready to kill thofe 
brave Cavallero’s: Thefe things are equally impoffible to me. 
There wasa Toledian, both young and handfome, who could 
not avoid being wounded bythe Horns of the Bull, who tofs’d 
him up very high;he immediately died. There were two others 
mortally wounded, and four Horfes either kill’d or defperately 
hurt ; and yet every body faid, it had not been a fire Baitinc, 
becaufe there was fo little Blood fhed ; and to have been fuch, 
there fhould have been at the leift ten Men kill’d upon the 
fpot. It is hard to defcribe the Dexterity of the Cavallero’s in 
fighting,and that of the Horfes in avoiding the Bull. Theyll 
turn fometimes an hour about him, and tho’ they be not a Foot 
diftant from him, yet he is not able touch them ; but when he 
does hit them; he wounds them cruelly. The King threw 
fifteen Piftoles to the Black that kill’d the Bull with his Poryard, 
and he gave as much to one that fubdu’d another, and faid. 
he would remember the Knights that had fought. oe 
pag à gb. 
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I obfetw'd a Caftillian, who knew not how*o defend himfelti 
jump upon a Bull, as nimble as a Bird. Thefe Fajtsare finee 
great and magnificent ; tis a noble Sight, and cofts abundances 
One cannot give a juft Defcription of it, it muft be feen to bu 
well underftood. But Jaffure you, that ail this did not pleaft 
me. Do but think if a Man that is very dear to you, fhould bee 
fo rafh to go and expofe himfelf agaimit a furious Beaft, ancd 
that for your fake, (for generally that’s the Motive) you fee: 
him brought back weltering in his Blood, and half dead; is ii 
poflible, I fay, foryou or any one to approve of fuch an Achom 
and thefe Cuftoms? Nay fuppofe one had noparticularconcerm 
would one defire to be prefent at fuch fports, that coft the 
Lives of fo many Men? For my part, I wonder that in a King 
dom, where their King bears the Name of Catholick, there fhoulcd 
be fuch barbarous Diverfions permitted. I am fatisfy’d that ’tiis 
very ancient, becaufe they derive it from the Moors; but ve: 
methinks this, as well as divers other Cuftoms, which theyy 
have from thofe Infidels, ought to be intirely abolifh’d. : 

Don Ferdinand obferving me very much difturb’d and uneafyy 
during the Baiting, and taking notice, that 1 was fometimes aus 
pale asDeath, I was fomuch frighted to fee fomeof thofe kill’ 
which fought, faid to me {miling, what would you have done», 
Madam, if you had feen what had happen’d fome Years ago :! 
A Cavallero of worth paflionately lov’d a young Woman, whe 
was only a Jeweller’s Daughter, but a pertect Beauty, and waas 
to have a great Eftate. This Cavallero having underftood, thatt 
the moft furious Bulls of the Mountains were taken, and think: 
_ ing it would be a very glorious ACtion to vanquifh them, re:- 
folv’d to taurife, as they callit, and forthat end defir’d leavee 
of his Miftrefs. She was fo furpriz’d at the bare Propofal onlyy 
which hemade, that fhe {woon’d away; and by allthat Powert 
which he had given her over himfelf, fhe charg’d him not to 
think of it, ashe valu’d his Life. Butin fpite of her Charges, 
he believ’d he could not give a more ample Proof of his Love, 
and therefore privately caus’d all things neceflary to be got rea-- 
dyin order thereunto. Butinduftrious as he was to hide hiss 
Defign from his Mittrefs, fhe was inform’d of it, and usd alll 
means to diffwade him from it. In fine, the day of this Feaft? 
being come,he conjur’d her to be there; and told her, that herr 
very prefence would be fufficient to make him conquer, and to 
acquire a Glory, which would render him yet more worthy off 
her. Your Love, fays fhe, is more ambitious than’tis kind ; andi 
mine is more kind than ’tis ambitious. Go where you think 
Glory calls you. You have a mind I fhould be there, you Sieve 

ghtt 
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fight before me. Well, I do affure you that I willbe there ; but 
yet perhaps rhy Prefence will afford you more matter of Trou- 
ble than Emulation. However, he left her, and went to the 
Placa Major, where there/was already a mighty Aflembly ; but 
fcarce had he begun to defend himielf againit the fierce Bull 
which affaulted' him; when a country Youth threw a Dart at 
this terrible Creature, which pierc’d him fo deep, that it put 
him to 2 great deal of pain. He immediately left theCavallero 
that was fighting him, and, roaring, ran directly after him that 
wounded him: this Youth, thus frighted, would have fav'd 
himfelfwhen hisCap, which cover’d his Head, felloff ; andthen 
the lovelieft and longeft Hair, which could be feen, appear’d up- 
‘on his Shoulders: and this difcover’d it to bea Maid about 
fifteen or fixteen Years of Age. Fear had put her in fuch 
a trembling, that fhe could neither run, nor any way avoid thé 
Bull. He gave her a defperate pufh on the Side; atthe fame _ 
inftant her Lover knew that it was fhe, and was running to 
affift her. Good God ! What a Grief it was for him to fee 
his dear Miftrefs in this fad Condition ? Pafiton tranfported 
him. He no longer valu’d his Life; and grew more furious than 
the Bull, and perform’d things almoit incredible. He was 
‘mortally wounded in divers Places. On this day, certainly the 
People thought the Baiting fine. ‘They carry’d thefe two unfor-" 
‘tunate Lovers to her unhappy Father’s Houfe. They both des 
fired to be in the fame Chamber : and tho’ they had but little 
time to live, yet begg’d the Favour they might be marry’d. 
Accordingly they were mairy’d ; and fince they could not live 
together, yet at laft they were bury’d together, in one and the 
fame Grave. The Story has mightily increas’d the Averfion 
i had already conceiv’d agairft thefe fort of Feajts; and I told 
Don Ferdinand fo, after | had thank’d him for his pains in rela- 
ting it to me. | ; | 
Hitherto I have faid nothing fo you concérning the Spauifh 
Language; in which I am endeavouring to make fome Pro- 
grefs. It pleafes me extreamly; itis expreffive, noble, an 
grave. Love finds it commodious for its Work, and can play 
the fool prettily enough init. ‘The Courtiers {peak more con- 
cifely than others: they make ufe of fuch abftraéted Compa- 
rifons and Metaphors, that unlefs one is ufed to hear thems 
half their Meaning is loft. I have learnt feveral Languages, 
or at leaft underftand the firft Rudiments of thet; but yet in 
my mind, it is only our own which exceeds thé Spanifp. | 
‘I come juft now from feeing ten Galleys which are arriv'd, 
This is fomewhat frange in a ay that is eighty Leagues pe 
de thy 
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the Sea, but thefe are Land-Galleys; for if there be Sea-horfes 
and Dogs, why not Land ones? They are fhap’d like a Chariot, 
but four times longer, and have fix Wheels, three on a Side, 
and donot go much flower than a Chariot. The upper part 1s 
round,and is very like a Galley. They are cover’d with Canvas, — 
and may contain forty Perfons ; there one fleeps and dreffes 
ViGuals.. Indeed, ’tis a moving Houfe: they put eighteen or 
twenty Horfes to draw it. The Machine is fo long, that it can- 
not be turn’d but ina Field. Fhey come ufually from Gallica, 
and Manca,the Country of the brave*Don Quixor. They fet out 
eight, ten, or twelve in a Company, to be helpful to one ano-, 
ther, in cafe of need. For when one overturns, it makes a 
great Havock; and the beft that can happen, is a broken Arm 
or Leg: there muft be above a hundred to raife it up again. 
In it are carry’d all forts of Provifions; for the Country 
through which they pafs is fo very barren, that on Mountains 
which are fourfcore Leagues broad, the biggeft Tree one meets 
with is alittle wild Thyme. There’s in’t neither Inn nor Inn- 
keepers: you fleep in the Galley; and tis a miferable Country for 
Travellers, | 
Monficur Mollini, the Pope’s Nuncie, confecrated the Patriarch) 
of the Indies on Trinity Sunday, and the King was there. 1 faw 
him come in. He had a black Suit and a gold colour’d Silk: 
Belt on, and little Pearls were fet round the Flowers ; his Hat: 
was fo broad,which they never cock here, that the Brims laid 
upon his Shoulders, and look’dill. I obferv’d, that during the? 
Ceremony, he eat fomething which was held to himina Papers: 
they told me it was either Leeks or Shallots, of which he eatss 
very often. I was too far off, to fee him well: he did nott 
return to Buen Retiro, becaufe of Corpus Chrifti-day, at which} 
Ceremony he would aflift. In coming out of the Church, il 
knew a French Gentleman whofe Name was Juncas : he is of Bur-- 
deaux, where I faw him. I afk’d him how long he had beem 
here. He told me but alittle while, and that his firft Bufinefss 
had been to have feen me, had he not been engag’d at Bayony, 
not to lofe a minute’s time, in the fearch of a very wicked Fel-- 
low, who was fuppos’d to be hid at Madrid: That it was novt 
the Curiofity to fee the Patriarch of the Indies confecrated|, 
which drew him to the Hieronomites, (otherwife the Daughters: 
of the Conception) but that having defir’d to fpeak with one où 
the Nuns, he was told, that he could not fee her till the King 
was gone. He added, that this was one of the handfomefil 
Women in the World, and hath been the caufe of a great um» 
happinefs in the Family of Monfieur de Lande. I remembes 
th 
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to have feen her as I have gone by, and intreated him to tell 
methe matter. Ir is,fays he, too long and melancholy a M:{- 
chance to relate prefently 3 but if you will fee the young Nun I peak 
of; I am perfwaded foe'll not be unpleafant to you. I willingly — 
_acceptéd his Offer, becaufe I have fooften been told, that they 
have much more Wit in Mowafteries, than elfewhere in the 
© World. We went into a Parlour, which had three fuch terri- 
“ble Iron Doors with Spikes, as made me wonder. How is 
this, faid 2 It has been told me, that the Nuzs in this Coun- 
try are very amorous; but I cannot be perfwaded, that Love 
is bold enough to venture over thefe iong Spikes, and through 
thefe little Holes, where one muft undoubtedly perifh. You «re* 
deceiwd, Madam, cry’d Juncas, at the Appearances of things, if 
the Lady, whois coming, can {pare me {o much time, Vil prefently 
tell you, what I learn’d of a Friend of mine, a Spaniard, the fuft 
Sfourney I made thither, But at the very inftant Donna Ifidora 
came into the Parlour. I found her much handfomer; than À 
had fancy’d her in my own mind to be. Monfteur de Funcas 
told her that I was a French Lady, who had a great mind 
to be acquainted with her, upon his report of her Merits. She 
. thank’d me in a very modeft manner; and afterwards told us; 
that it was very true, that the Wretch, after whom Enquiry 
was made, had been lately at Madrid ; but that fhe was cer- 
tain he was not now there, and that he had even had the Im- 
pudence to writ to her by the Hands of a Man where he lodg’ds 
that the Letter was brought to her after his Departure, and 
that fhe would not receive it. _ It feems to me; faid I, inter- 
‘rupting her, that he could not be taken, fuppofing he was yet 
here. Sometimes, fays Donna Ifidora, Permutiion 1s obtain’d 
' from the King. There are certain Crimes for which there ts 
no Sanffuary, and that is one of them. She fell a weeping, 
notwithftanding all her Endeavours to hinder her Tears ; and 
added, that, Thanks be to Heaven, fhe could not reproach 
herfelf with any thing in the late Bufinefs ; but yet fhe could 
. not forbear grieving extreamly that fhe had been the Caufe 
ofit. We talk’d together a good while longer, and I was as 

much charm’d with her Wit, as witli her Beauty. After- 
wards I withdrew. {am abfolutely yours; moft dear Coufin, 
be thoroughly perfwaded of it. 


From Madrid this 29th 
of May, 1679. 
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| LETTER IX. 


NE muft love you as mightily as I do, dear Coufin, to 
refolve to write to you ina Seafon when the Weather is 


fo exceffive hot. Whatever has been told me, and what- 


ever I could imagine of it, is nothing in comparifon to what 
I now feel. To defend my {elf from the Heat, I leave open 
all my Windows all Night long, without fearing the Gallick 
Winds, which cripple a body. I fleep bare-headed. T put my 
Hands and Feet in Snow, enough to kill one ; but i think 
’tis much at one to dye, as to be fmother’d with heat, as 
they are here. "Tis Midnight before one feels the leaft Breath 
of Air from the Wéffern Breezes. 

In going to take the Air, one is fufficiently puzzled : for if 
the Glafles are open, one’s choak’d with the Dutt, of which 
the Streets are fo full, that one can hardly fee; and altho’ the 
Windows of the Houfes are fhut, the Duft finds a way through, 
and fpoils all Houfhold Goods ; fo that what with the ugly 
Smell in the Winter, and the Duft in the Summer, all things 
of Silver, and every thing elfe, is fo tarnifh’d and fpoil’d, that 
little can be kept handfome any confiderable time: Notwith- 
ftanding allcareat prefent,one’s Face will be cover’d with Sweat 
and Duft, like thote Wreftlers which are reprefented to us in 
a Ring. 1 9 | 

I fhould now tell you that I have feen the Ceremony on Cor- 
pus Chrifti day, which is very folemnly kept here. ‘There’s a 


general Precefion of all the Parifhes and Monafteries,which are 
very numerous. The Streets through which the HolySacrament is” 


- to pafs, are hung with the richeft Tapeftry in the World 5 for 
I do not only fpeak of that which belongs to the Crown which 
is there, but alfo of that which belongs to a thoufand particu- 


lar Perfons, who have moft admirable Tapeftry. All the Bal- | 


conies are then, without their Lettices, adorn’d with Carpets, : 


rich Cufhions, and Canopies. They hang Ticking crofs the 
Streets, to hinder the Sun from being troublefome; and they 
throw water upon it, to make the Air cooler. All the Streets 


are fpread with Sand, well water’d, and fill’d with fo greata 


quantity of Flowers, that one can hardly tread upon any thing 

eife.. The Repofitories are extraordinary large, and adorn’d 

- with the greateft fplendor. | 

No Women go in the Procefion. ‘The Kixg was there in a 

black Luteftring Taffety Suit, a Shoulder-belt of blue Silk, 

edg’d with white ; his Sleeves were of white Taffety, embroi- 
| | der” 
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dér'd with Silk and Bugles; they were very long, and open 
before ; he had little Sleeves hanging down to his Watte 5 
his Cloak was wrapt about his Arm 5 and he had on his Collar 
of Gold and precious Stones, at which there hung a little 
fheep in Diamonds. He had alfo Diamond Buckles at his 
Shoes and Garters, and a great Hat-band of the fame, which 
fhin’d like the Sun. He had likewife a Knot which button’d 
up his Hat, and at the bottom of that, a Pearl, which they 

call the Peregrine ; it is as big as the Rudet Pear, and of the 
fame Shape: it is pretended to be the fineft in Europe, and 
that both its Colour and Kind is in Perfection, The whole 
Court, without exception, follow’d the Holy Sacrament, ‘The 
Councils walk’d after it without any Order or Precedency, as 
they happen’d to be, holding white Wax Candles in their 
Hands. The King had one, and went foremoft; next the Taber- 
| parle where the Secrament was. Itis certainly one of the fineft 
Ceremonies that can be feen. I obferv’d that all the Gentle- 
men of the Bed-Chamber had a great Gold Key by their 
Sides ; it opens the King’s Chamber, into which they can go 
when they will; itis as big asa Cellar-Door Key. I there 
faw feveral Kuichts of Malta, who wore every one a Crofs of 
Malta, made of Holland, and embroider’d upon their Cloaks. It 
‘ was near two a clock, and the Procefhon was not yet gone in. 
‘When it pafs’d by the Palace, they fir’d feveral Rockets, and 
other Inventions. 

The King went to meet the Procefion at St. Mary’s, which is 
a Church near the Palace. Upon this Day all the Ladies be- 
gin to wear their Summer Garments : they make their Balco- 
nies very fine, in which they have either feveral Bafkets of 
Flowers, or Bottles fill’ d with fweet Water, which they throw 
about whilft the Procefion paffes by. Commonl the three 
Companies which guard the King, are new cloath’d. As foon 
as the Holy Sacrament is gone back to the Church, every body 
goes home to eat, that they may be at the Autos, which are 
certain kinds of Tragedies, upon Religious Subjeëts, and are odd- 
ly enough contriv’d and manag’d. They are aéted either in the 
Court, or Street, of each Prefident of a Council, to whom It is 
due. The King goes thither, and all the Perfons of Quality rer 
ceive Tickets over Night to go there ; fo that we were invited 
and 1 was amaz’d to fee them light up abundance of Flam- 
 beaus, whilft the Sun beat full upon the Comedians Heads, 
* and melted the Wax like Butter. They acted the moft imperti- 
nent Piece that ever I faw in my Days. This 1s the Subjett 
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The Knights of St. James are aflembled, and our Lord comes — 
and defires them to receive him into their Order. There are 
divers of them that are very willing to it; but the Seziors re- 
prefent to the others, the Wrong they fhould do themfelves, 
if they fhould admit into their Society a Perfon of ignoble 
Birth; chat St. Sofeph, his Father, was a poor Carpenter, and 
that the Ho/y Virein wrought with her Needle. Our Lord with 
great Impatience expects their Refolution. At laft they de- ~ 
termine, with fome unwillingnefs, to refufe him 5: but at the 
fame time propôs’d an Expedient, which is, to inftitute one _ 
on purpofefor him ; the Order de Chriflo; and with this every 
body is fatisfy’d. Thisisthe Order, that is in Portugal, But 
yet thefe Things are not done with a wicked Defign ; no, they 
had rather dye, thanin the leaft to fail of the Refpect due to 
Religion.’ Thefe Autos laft for a Month. I am fo weary in 
going to them, that I excufe my felf as oft as Lean. ‘They 
ufe Sweet-meats and Water cool’d in Ice very much. And- 
they have need‘of them ; for the Heat almoft kills one, and 
the Duft choaks a body. I was ravifh’d with Joy to meet 
Don Arguftine Pacheco; and his Wife (of whom I have former- 
ly told you) atthe Prefident de Hazlenda’s Houfe; they came 
thither, becaufe they aïe related tothe Prefident. We were 
‘ plac’d near one another ; and when the Ceremony was over; 
we went to take the Air inthe Prado, after the French Mode, ~ 
that is, Men and Women together, in the fame Coach.. Dox 
Fredevic de Cardonne was one. Our Courtains were clofe drawn 
whilft there were a great many Folks,becaufe of our beautiful 
and young Spanifh Women; but as we tarry’d later than others, 
the Nuncio, and Frederic Cornaro the Venetian Ambaffador, caus’d 
their Coaches to drive up to ours, and talk’d with us : when 
all on a fudden we faw a great Illumination, all along the Walk; 
and at the fame ‘time appear’d fixty Cardinals upon Mules, in 
their Habits and red Caps. After them follow’d the Pope. He 
was carry’d upon ‘a certain Machine all cover’d with a foot 
Carpet: he fat under a Canopy ina great Chair; and St. Peter’s 
Keys laid upon a Cufhion, with a Veffel full of Holy Water 
of Orange Flowers, with which he fprinkled every body. The 
Show march’d on gravely; and when they were come to the 
end of the Prado, the Cardinals began to play a thoufand cun- 
aing Tricks to make his Holinefs merry. Some threw their 
Hats upon the Trees, and ftanding direétly under, they fell 
upon their Heads again: and othersftood upright upon the Sad- 
dles on their Mules, and made them run as faft as they could. 
‘There was a vait number of People follow’d them. We iste 
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the Pope’sNuncio what this meant ; and he affured us he unde, 
ftood nothiñg of it ; and that he did not like this fort of Mirth. 
He {ent to inquire, from whence the Holy College came in that 
manner ; and we underftood it was the Bakers Holy-day, and 
that every year they us’d to make this fine Shew. ‘lhe Nuncio 
had a great mind to have difturb’d them with a Volley of Cud- 
gels, and had already cor ymanded his Attendants to begin the 

Fray ; but we interceded in the behalf of thefe poor People, 
who had no other intention than to celebrate the Feftival of 
their Saint. In the mean time, fome that had over-heard the 
Orders which were given, and were Difturbers of the publick 
Peace, gave information thereof to the Pope and Cardinals. This 
was enough to put all in confufion : every one efcaped as well 
as he could, and their Fear made our Pleafure fhort lived. In 
France {ach Ma/querades would not be fuffer’d ; but perhaps 
there are many things innocent in one Country, which would 
not be fo in another. 

My Kinfwoman, knowing how very civilly I had been re- 

ceived by Don Auguftine Pacheco, invited him to Supper at her 
 Houfe. I defired him to remember his Promife of giving me 
a relation of what he knew of the Indies. Immediately PH tell 
you, fays he, concerning thofe they call the Weft-Indies, 1m 
which a part of America is comprifed. 
In the Reign of Ferdinand, King of Caftille and Arragon, Chrif- 
topher Columbus, a Genocfe, difcover’d this Part of the World im 
* the Year 1492. As the Svaniards were the firft that found this 
fortunate Country, unknown to the Europeans 3 fo King Ferdi- 
nand and Queen Ijabe! had the Propriety of it, by a Bull fron? 
Pope Alexander VI. He eftablifhed them and their Succeflors 
Perpetual Vicars of the Holy See, over this vaft Country 5 fo that 
the Kings of Spain are both Spiritual and Temporal Lords, and 
nominate Bi/bops, and other Ecclefiafticks, and receive Tenths from 
them. Their Power there is of a larger extent than in Spain: 
for you muft know, that America alone is one of the four Parts 
of the World, and that we poffels more Land there, than all 
other Nations together befides. The Council of the Indes, 
which is eftablifh’d at Madrid, is one of the moft confiderable 
of the Kingdom ; and there being fo great a neceflity of hold- 
ing a very frequent Correfpondence between Spain and the 
Indies, to fend Orders to maintain the Court Authority, they were . 
obliged to eftablifh, befide, a particular Chamber, which 1s com- 
poféd of the eldeit Counfellors of the Council of the Indies 3 
and they are to take cognizance of all things concerning tHe 


Revenues, and caufe Expeditions by the Secretaries of the Coun- 
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Befides this Chamber at Madrid, there’s another at Seville, , 
called the Houfe of Contratafion :. It is compofed of feveral. 
‘Counfellors both of the Robe and the Sword, with other necef-- 
fary Officers,’ Thofe of the Sword take cognizance of things: 
which concern the Heer’ and the Galeous. ‘The other Counfel- 

_ lors take care of Matters of Juftice.’ Appeals from this Tri- 
bunal are made to the Council of the Indies at Madrid. Thete: 
are Regifters kept in the Houfe of Contratafion at Seville, in 
which are writ all the Merchandize that are fént to the Indies, , 
and all that comes from thence, that {o the King may not be 
cheated of hisCuftom, But this fignifies little ; the Merchants 
are fo cunning, and thofe who keep the Accounts are fo eafily 
_drawn to fhare with them, that the King ‘is not a whit the bet- 
ter for them ; and the Duty to him, which is only the fifth — 
Part, is fo ill paid, that he does not receive the fourth Part of 
what is due to him. ©. a a LEE SNS HE EREES 

It is the Council of Madrid, which propofes Subjects to the 
King, to fill up the vacant Viceroyalties of New Spain and Peru? 
They are granted for five Years, and fo are all other Places, of 
which the moft confiderable are thefe following, viz. The Go- 
vernour and Captain General, and Prefident: of the Royal 
Chancellary of $, Domingo in the Spanifh lands ; the Gover- 
-nour and Captain-General of the City of 5. Chriftophers of the 
Havana; the Governour and Captain of War of the City of 
St. James of Cuba 5 the Governour and Captain-General of the 
City of St. Sohn of Puerto Rigo ; the Govetnour and Capraih- 
General of the City of Sr. Aucuftine, in the Province of Flori- 
da; the Governour of the City of Afcenfion of the Ifland of | 
Marguerita ; the Governour and Captain-General of the City © 
of Cumana, Capital of New Andaloufia 3 the Viceroy, Gover- | 
nour and Captain General of New Spain ; ‘a Prefident of the 
Royal Audience, who refides in the City of México ; the Go-— 
vernour and Captain-General of the City of Mérida, Capital | 
of the Province of Yucatan ; the Prefident and Governour ofthe — 
Royal Audience and Chancellary, which refides in the City 
Of Guadalaxara, Capital of the Kingdom of Galicia ; the Go- 
vernour and Captain-General of the City of Guadiana, Capital. 
of theKingdom of New Bifcay ; the Governour, Captain-Gene- 
-xal, and Prefident of the Chancellary, which refides in the City 
_of Santiago, of the Province of Guatimala ; the Governour of 
: the Province of Locxufco, in the Streight of Guatimala 3 the Go- 
nour and, Captain-General of ‘the ‘City of Cornnaga, of the 
Province of Honduras; the Governour of the City of St. James 
ot Lyon, Capital of the Province of Nicaragua ;. the Ghee 
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and Captain-General of the City of Carthagena, Capital of the 
Province of Cofta Riga ; the Gowernour, Captain-General, and 
Prefident of the Royal Chancellary, which refides in the City 
of Manila, in the Phillippine Hands ; the Governour and Lieu- 
tenants of the Fortrefles de Térnate, and Governour and Ge- 
neral of the Militia of the fame Country; the Viceroy, Go- 
vernour, Captain-General, and Prefident of the Audit of the 
City of Lima ; more, eight Counfellors, four Alcades, two Ac- 
cufators, a Protector of the Indies, four Reporters, three Porters, 
and a Chaplain, in the fame City; a Governour of Chucuito, one 
of Zico, one of Ica, one of de los Collegos, one of Guamanca, one 
of Santiago de Mifaflores de Zara, one of St. Marco, one of Are- 
quipa, one of Truxillo 5 a Viceroy of Caffra 5 a Viceroy of Michely 
Puerto de Plata 3 a Matter of theCamp of the Streight of Puerto 
‘de Callao ; the Prefident de la Plata ; hath under him fix Coun- 
{ellors, an Accufator, two Reporters, and two Porters ; the 
Governour of the Province of Tucumanam ; the Governour of 
the Province of St. Croix ; the Governour and Captain-General 
of the Province of dela Plata ; the Governour of the Province 
‘of Paracuay ; the Governour of the Cittadel of the Imperial 
City dela Plata de Potofi ; the Governour of St. Philip of Autrich, 
-and of the Gold Mines ; the Governour of the City of Paix 5 
the Chief Governour of the Mines of Porof: ; the Governour, 
Captain-General, and Prefident of the City of Se. Foy ; the 
Governour and Captain-General of the Province of Caffenega 5 
has under him a Lieutenant, a Captain, and a Marefchal de 
Camp ; the Governour and Lieutenant of the Caftle Sr. Mat- 

thias ; the Governour and Captain-General of the Province of 
St. Martha ; the Governour of the Cittadel of St. Martha ;. the 
Governour of the Province of Æntoja ; the Governour of the 
Province of Popayan 3 the Governour de los Mufos y Colinos ; the 
Governour of the Province of Merida ; the Governour of the 
City of Tunja ; the Governour of the City of Toa Emalbague, 
and the People of the Burning Land ; the Governour of Quixos 
Zomoco Ecanela ; the Governour of the City of Jane ; the Go- 
vernour of the City of Santiago de Guiaquil 3 the Governour of 
the City of Loja Zonorba, and of the Mines of Comura ; the 
Prefident, Governour, and Captain-General of the City of 
Panama ; the Governour of Veragua 5 has undér-him a Captain- 
General, a Lieutenant- General, :a Captain of the Companies 
of the Infantry, and a Captain of the Artillery ; the Gover- 
hour and Captain of the Caftleof St. Philip, in the City of Puerto 
Velo; the chief Governour of Puerto Velo; the Governour and 
Captain-General of the Province of St. Martha of the panee 
Be RE 2 A NE | PE Et dacha, 
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Hacha, and the Governour of the great Caxamara. 

I do not here mention the Places of Judicature, nor the Bi 
wefices, which are very numerous. But it muft be obfervecd 
that all the Employments I havetpoken of, are given eithee 
from three to three Years, or from five to five Years, that fo om 
Man alone may not grew rich, whilft there are fo many others 
that ftand in need to partake of the King’s Kindnefs. | 

In thofe Places where there is no 7%ceroy, he that is Prefii 
dent, is alfo Governour ; and when a Viceroy dies, the Prefi 
dent of the Viceroyalty, for the time being, takes the Goverm 
ment upon him, till another Viceroy is fent fromSpaiz. It ii 
his Catholick Majefty who gives thofe great Pofts, and th 
moft confiderable Governments. ‘The Viceroys fill up the lez! 
fer, and thefe Viceroys make a fhift very eafily in five Yeati 

+ « y +11: > = À : 
time, to bring home two Millions of Crowns, all Charges paig¢ 
‘The Governours of the principal Places get, in the fame comm 
pals of time, about five or fix hundred thoufand Crowns. Nom 
go thither, but what grow rich ; and this is fo certain, thea 
even the Fars, which are fent thither to preach the Faith, am 
convert the Indians, make fuch a profitable Mifion, that thee 
bring home, every one of them, thirty or forty thoufam 
Crowns. ‘The King difpofes of divers Penfions paid by the zi 
tages of the Indies ; and from thefe they draw from two to. fii 
thoufand Crowns per Annum. And this is another way thh 
King has to gratify his Subjects. 

The Phillippine Hands, which lie near the Kingdom of Chinea 
depend upon the King of Spain. The Trade there is in Silk 
Thefe Places coft him more to keep, than they bring him in,, 

The Cajiilliaus had their Reafons why they would not lee 
any fort of Manufafures be fet up in the Indies, nor any Stuf 
made there, nor any of thofe things elfe, which are indifpert 
fibly neceffiry.. This Policy caufes every thing to go from Er 
rope, and makes the Indians, who paffionately love allthe Com 
‘modities and Ornaments which come from thence, freely tt 
facrifice: their Silver to their Satisfaction. By this mearn 
they are put out-of capacity to grow rich, becaufe they arr 
forced, at very dear Rates, to buy the leaft Trifle they wany 
and with which they amufe them. | | 

The Fotz confifts of divers Veflels loadenwith rich Mercharn 
dizes, which are fent to the Indies ; and there are other grêa 
Ships of War, which are called Galeons, which the King fendd 
to convoy them. ‘Thefe Men of War ought not to carry am 
MerchantsGoods; but the Lucreof Gain tempts them, againi! 
the exprefs Proltibition of the Aimg ; and fometimes they 1 fi 

| ui 
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all laden, that if they fhould happen tobe attacked, they could 
ot defend themfelves. , When thefe Veffels are ready to fail, 
he Difpatches,which the Merchants obtain from the Council of 
he Indies at Madrid for leave to fend them, coft for each of 
hem, from three to fix thoufand Crowns, according to the 
ignefs of the Veffel. Iris eafie to imagine, that fince they 
ive fo much, they are fure of gaining a great deal more, 

. The Galeons go no further than Porto Velo, whither they 
ring all theSilver of Peru. The Fota leaves them at this Place, 
nd continue their Voyage to New-Spain. ‘The Galeons fail 
froma Sanlucar to Carthagena, ‘in fix Weeks or two Months at 
noft ; they tarry there a little while, and in five or fix Days 
they come back to Porto Velo. It is a Town fituated on the 
Coat of America. The Air there is very unwholefome ; and the 
Weatherexceffively hot. Ontheother fide of the I/thmus, fome 
en Leagues diftance only, is the City of Parama 5 whither is 
brought from Peru a vaftquantity of Silver in Bars or Wedges$ 
and divers Merchandizes, which areconveyed by Land-carriage 
0 Porto Velo, where the Galeous are; and where there is kept 
one of the greateft Fairs in the World. For in lefs then forty 
or fifty Days, thereis fold of all forts of European Goods, to the 
value at leaft of twenty millions of Crownsready Money. At- 
ter the Fair is done, the Galeons return to Carthagena 5 at which 
Place there’s aconfiderable T'rade for theIzdian Goods, and thofe 
of the Kingdom of St. Foy, as well as for thofe from Mori- 
senta. After this, they go to the Havana to take in neceflary 
Provifions for this Voyage, and from thence they are common- 
ly two Months in failing to Cadiz. But as to the Flora, it 
ftops at Porto Rico to refrefh ; and arrives at Vera Cruz in five 
Weeks. There theyunload their Merchandizes ; which isafter- 
wards carry’d by Land fourfcore Leagues beyond to the great 
City of Mexico ; the Sale of them is quickly over, and the Flv- 
ta parts afterwards to go to the Havana, But thismuft be pafs’d 
only in the Month of -4pril or September ; becaufe of the North 
Winds. ‘The Galeons are commonly Nine Months in their 
Voyage to Pern ; and the Hota is thirteen or fourteen Months, 
Some particular Perfons go thither alfo at their own Charge ; 
after they have obtain’d leave from the King, and have re- 
gifter’dthemfelves at the Contratattion at Seville. Thefego to the 
Coafts of St. Domingo, Honduras, Caracas, and Buenos Ayres. 
"The Money which comes direétly tothe King from the Iv- 
dies, muft be brought in one Galeon. This Silver is deliver’d to 
one of the Mafters of the Mint ; who pays to the King, every 
Voyage he makes, fix thoufand Crowns ; and he keeps ane, per 
me i : Pre ae | : Lut. 
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Cent. of all the Silver that goes through his Hands, which arti 
feshigh. As tothe Silver which belongs to particular Perfonss 
that is brought in what Veffels they will chufe ; and it is thu 
Captain that is refponfible for it. 
= There is a certain Duty, which is calléd Avarie ; and it ii 
taken for all Goods regifter’d, and for all the Silver which ii 
brought from the Indies.’ This Duty is fo confiderable, that ii 
fuffices to fit out the Galeons and the Hora for their Voyager, 
although the Charge amounts to nine Millions of Crowns; bu 
that of the Flora is not fo great. | 
~~ He that the King chufes to be General of the Galeons, advam 
ces to him fourfcore or a hundred thoufand Crowns, whicth 
is repaid him in the Indies, with great Intereft. Every othe: 
Captain does alfo advance Money to the King, proportionabh; 
to the bignefs of the Veffel they command. ‘There goes more» 
over, with the Galeons, a Pataca, which leaves them in the 
Gulph de las Yequas: She goes to the Ifles of Marguerita, te 
fith for Pearls,.of which they pay to the King a fifth Part ; 
that is, of all the Pearl they take ; and afterwards fhe comes 
to Carthagena. : 
Within thefe few Years there are difcover’d, feventy Leagues 
froma Lima, {ome Mines, which yield a vaft Revenue. ‘Thofté 
of Peru, and all the others in the Weft Indies, pay the King thee 
. fifth Part, as well of the Gold, as the Silver and Emeralds; 
There is at Potofi greater plenty of Mres than any where elfe : 
The Silver, they get there, is brought to Port de Ariza, ancd 
from thence it is-fent to Callao. It is one of the Ports of Limai, 
whither the Galeons come to fetch it. T'he Kingdom of Perr 
yields'every year, in Gold and ‘Silver, to the value of éleveri 
Millionsof Crowns. From New Spain is brought five Millions: 
of Crowns; befides Merchandizes, which are commonly Eme:. 
ralds, Gold, Silver, Cocheaneel, Tobacco, Wool of Vivoguez 
Campecky Wood, and Hides. ' Wars ; 
It was a long while before they would fuffer, in New Spains, 
any Workmen that wrought in Silk or Wool. ‘There are fomeé 
now, and this may do fome hurt to the Trade of Stuffs, whickh 
are fent from Europe. ‘They are not’ allowed to plant theree 
"any Olive Trées, or Vines ; that fo the Oil and Wine, which iss 
carried thither, may fell the better. ‘The King'has the Powerr 
in the Indies, as well as in Spain, to fell the Bull of the Crufadoo, 
which is a Licence to eat Flefh every Saturday, and to enjoy 
the Benefit of Indulgences, .* “te pee Was, 24 A 
The Indian Idolaters are not fubjeét to the Inquifition im 
the Indies 3 that is eftablifhed only againft Hereticks and ess: 
Mat. RER RE : Neo 
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No Strangets are fuffered to go to the Indies 3 but if at any 
time fome happen to go, there muft be a fpecial Permiffion 
obtain’d, which is very rarely granted. | 

How is it poffible for me, continued Dow Auguftine, to exprefs 
to you the beautifulnefs of the City of Mexico, the Churches, 
the Palaces, the publick Places, the Riches, the Profufion, 
the Magnificence, and the Pleafures ; a City that is fo happily 
fituated, that in all Seafons it enjoys a continual Spring ; and 
where the Heats are not at all exceflive, where they feel not 
the Severity of Winter. The Country 1s no lefs charming ; the 
Flowers and Fruits at all times equally loading the Trees. 
There you gather more than one Crop in a Year. The 
Lakes and Ponds are fullof F ith. The Grounds arewell ftock’d | 
with Cattel. The Forefts and Woods afford excellent F owland 
wild Beañts. The Earth feems to open her Bowels on purpofe 
to give up the Gold fhe inclofes. There Mines or Rocks of 
precious Stones are difcover’d, and Pearls are there taken. 
Oh! faid I, let us all go dwell in that Country. This Defcrip- 
tion charms ; but as ‘tis a long Voyage, it may be convenient, 
if you pleafe, Madam, {aid I, to Donna Therefa, filing, to 
get our Supper before we go. | immediately took her by the 
Hand, and we came into a Parlour, where I had provided the 
beftMuficians, which are bad enough ; and which, inmy Opt- 
nion, have nothing to recommend them but their dearnels. My 
‘Cook madeus fome Ragou/ts after the French way 5 which Donna 
Therefa found fo excellent, that fhe defired I would let her 
have the Receipt how to do them. Dex Auguftine intreated me 
alfo, to let him have fome of my Larding-Pins, of which really 
one may look all over Spain, and not find fo much asone. We 
tarry’d very late together ; for in this Seafon they fet up tll 
four or five Clock in the Morning, becaufe of the heats, and 
that the beft time is in the Night. 


There are certain Days in the Year, that every body goes : 


out to take the Air upon the Bridges which crofs the River 
Manfanarez ; butat prefent all Coaches are laid up. The Gravel 
‘and fome little Brooks help to make it very cool and pleafant. 
The Horfes endure a great deal in thefe Walks 5 for nothing 


can be more prejudicial to their Feet than the Flints upon, 


which they continually tread. In certain places of this River 
they make a ftand, and there remain till two or three a clock 
in the Morning. There is very often a thoufand Coaches.Some 
particular People bring Viétuals to eat there 5 and others fing 
and play upon feveral Inftruments. All this is very pleafant in 
a fine Night. There are fome Perfons who wafh or bath 

oe themielves, 
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themfelvés, but indeed ’tis after an ugly mannér. The Danii 
Embaffador’s Lady did it lately. Her People go a little befon 
her, and dig a great hole in the Gravel, which prefently fills): 
felf with Water, into which the Lady comes and thrufts her fell 
You may imagine how pleafant fuch a Bath is ; and yet this: 
the only way that can be made ufe of in this River. 

You will not be forry, perhaps, to know, that in making ow 
ones Nobility here, it muft be proved, that one is defcendee 
both by Father and Mother from Vijos Chriftianos ; that is, from 
Antient Chriftians. ‘The blemifh which they ought to fear ii 
their being allied to any Jewi/h or Moorifh Fainily. 

As the People of Bifcay and Navarre were defended from thi 
Invafion of the Barbarians by the heighth and ruggednefs « 
their Mountains ; fo they efteem themfelves all Cavalleros, ever: 
to the meaneft Water-bearer. For in Spain the Children fonc 
times take their Mother’s Name, if fhe’s of a better Famill 
than theFather. It is certain, that there are few Families ern 
tire, and whofe Name and Nobility has not been carry’d by ax 
only Daughter, and mix’d withanotherFamily. That of Velafti 
is not of this number ; for they reckon up ten Conneftables co 
Cafiille fucceflivelyfrom Father to Son. Here’s one thing verr 
fingular, and that which is not allow’d of in any other Courn 
try 5 and that is, That Foundlings, or Children found by chancee 
are reckon’d Noble ; and bear the Title of Hidalgos, and enjoy 
all the Priviledges annex’d to the Nobility. But tothis end, the: 
mutt prove, that they were Foundlings ; and were maintain’ 
and bred in the Hojpital where {uch Children are kept. 

There are in Spain fome great Families which hold almoft ail 
their Eftates by the Title of Mayorargo ; and when it happem 
that all of the Nameare dead, and that the next akin is a Male: 
though he be a natural Son, yet he fhall inherit ; and for wam' 
of fuch, the eldeft Domeftick fhall take the Nameand the Arm 
of his Mafter, and inherit his Eftate: And this is one reafom 
why the younger Brothers of others Houfes, as Noble anc 
Tluftrious, do not fcorn to be Servants to thefe: and theii 
hopes are pretty well grounded ; for it often happens thaï 
Families are extinct, becaufe the Spanifh Women have fewee 
Children than the Women of other Countries. 

There lately happen’d a very great Misfortune to a young: 
Woman of Quality, call?’d Donna Clara. She could not prefervi: 
her Heart againft the Charms of Count. de Caftrillo, a Man ov 
the Court, verry witty and handfome. The Cavallero had thefee 
cret to pleafe her without defigning it ; he was ignorant of the 
Taclinations fhe had for him, and fo did not improve his rye 
nels 
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nefs. And although the Father of this amiable Creature was 
abfent, yet fhe did not enjoy the more Liberty ; becaufe her 
Brother, whofe Name was Don Henriques, to whole care her 
Father had recommended her, continually watch’d over her 
Aétions and Behaviour. She durft not fpeak to him fhe loved, 
and this was a double Martyrdom ; nor to be able to make her 
Complaints, and to divide her Grief with him that caufed it : 
But at laft fhe refolv'd to write to him, and to find out fome 
way that the Letter fhould come to his hands ; but as/this was 
a bufinefs of the higheftconfequence toher, fo fhe was at a ftand 
about the choice of a Confident. And here fhe ftopt for fome 
time, till at laft fhe bethought her felf of a Friend of hers,who 
had always teftified abundance of kindnefs to her ; and fo,with- 
out further confideration, fhe writ a very moving Letter to the 
Count de Caftrillo, and was going to her Friend to intreat hima 
to get it deliver’d to this Cavallero, when fhe faw him pals 
clofe by herChair. Thisfight of him encreafed herdefires to let 
him know her mind; and immediately,taking this opportunity 
for her felf, threw the Letter fhe had in her Hand at him, at 
the fame time feigning, that it was a Letter which he had gi- 
ven to her as he went by. Kuow, my Lord, {ays fhe, aloud with 
an angry look, That it is not to me you ought to addre/s your felf 
upon fuch a defign as yours. Here take the Letter, which I avill not 
fo much as open. "The Count had too much Wit not to appre- 
hend prefently the favourable intention of this fair one. You 
need not complain, Madam, fays he to her, that I have not 
made ufe of your Advice. Hequickly withdrew to read a Let- 
ter which muft needs give him abundance of Pleafure. By this 
means he was informed of Donna Clara’s Intentions, and what 
he muf do to feeher. Heomitted nothing ; he became def- 
perately in Love ; and thought himfelf, as he had reafon, one 
of the happieft Cavallero’s of Srain. They impatiently,expected 
the return of her Father, that they might propofe the Marriage 
to him,which in all likelihood muft have been very acceptable 
to him. 

But notwithfanding all the Precautionsthat thefe young Lo- 
wers took, both certainly to fix and continue a Converfation, 
which wasthe Joy of their Life ; yet the fufpicions and watch- 
ful Henriques difcover’d their Intrigue. He believed her Cri- 

minal ; and in the excefs of his Rage, without fignifying or ma- 
king the left fhew, he one Night went into the Chamber of 

. the unfortunate Donna Clara, and as fhe was in a deep Sleeps 
be ftrangled her in the moft barbarous manner imaginable. 


Nevers 
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Neverthelefs, tho’ it was known, that he was the Author! 


of fo wicked an Aétion, yet he was not profecuted , for he had! 
too much Credit and Intereft : And befides, this poor Gentle-: 
woman had no Kindred but whar were his ; and they were un-: 
willing to increafe the Misfortunes of their Family, which. 


were already but too great. 


After this wicked Fact, Henriques feigned a great Fit of De-. 


votion : He appeared no more in publick, and had Majs faid 
at his Houfe, and faw very few People ; for he was very ap-- 
prehenfive that Count Caférillo (who had not diflembled his: 


Grief, but had let it vifibly appéar) would at laft be revenged 


for his Miftrefs ; for indeed he moft carefully fought all Op- 
portunities. Atlength, after having attempted all imaginable 


ways, he found out one which fucceeded. 


He difguifed himfelflike an 4guador, that is, a Water-bearer. 


Thefe fort of People load an Afs with feveral great Pitchers, and 
fo carry them about the City : ‘They wear thick coarfe Cloth ; 
their Legs are naked, and their Shoes are either cut or flafht, 
or elfe they have Soals made faft with Strings. Our Lover, thus 
difguifed, waited all daylong, leaning upon theSide of a Spring- 
Well, whofe Waters he increafed by his ‘Tears: For this ll was 


juft againft the Houfe, where he had fo often feen his dear and’ 


fair Clara; and there it was alfo, where the inhumane Henriques 
dwelt. As the Count kept his Eyes continually upon this Houfe, 
he perceived one of the Cafements half open, and at the fame 
time his Enemy to draw near it : He had a Looking-glafs in his 
Hand, in which he was looking himfelf. Immediately the cun- 
ning Aguador threw fome Cherry-ftones at him, in a jefting 


way ; and fomeof them having hit his Face, Don Henriques, af- : 


fronted at the Infolence of aMan, which appear’d to him to be 
_ only a poor -guador, and tranfported with the firft Motions of 
his Anger,came down alone to chaftize him: But he was hard- 


ly in the Street, when the Count difcover’d himfelf, and draw- _ 
ing his Sword, which for his purpofe he kept hid, cry’d out, : 


Traytor that thou art, think of defending thy Life. ‘The Surprize 
and the Fright had fo amazed Dow Henriques, that he was only 
able to ask quarter ; but he could not obtain it from this en- 


raged Lover, who came to revenge the Death of his Miftrefs, : 


upon him that had fo cruelly murder’d her. This Court would 
have found it very hard to have efcap’d, upon his doing fuch an 
Aétion juft at the Door ofa Man of note, and that had abun- 
dance of Servants ; but in that very moment that all Dov Hen- 
riques’s People were fallying out upon the Court, happily for 
him, theDuked’U2eda came by with three of his Friends. They 


imme-. 


| 
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inimediately came out of their Coach; and refen’d him fo fea: 
fonably, that he made his Efcape ; and we do not yet hear 
where he is. ‘I am concern’d for him, becaufe I know him, 
and that he is a very honeft Man. 
_ It is very common in this Country, to affaffinate one for {e« 
_Veral Cautes, and Cuftom even authorizes the Fact, for every 
angry Difference.For Example,if one give another a Box onthe 
Ear; or ftrikes himon the Face with his Hat, his Handkerchief; 
or his Glove, or has wrong’d him, in calling him Drunkard; or 
lets drop any words thatreflect on the Virtue of his Wife; thefe 
things, I fay; mutt be no otherwife reveng’d than by Affaffinas | 
tion: But they give this Reafon, that after fuch Affronts; it 
would not be juft for a Man to venture his Life in fingle Com: 
bat upon equal terms; where the Ojended might perifh by the 
Hand of the 4greffor.  T'hey’Il keep a Revenge twenty Years 
together,if they cannot fooner meet with a fit Occafion to exe- 
cute it: Andif they happen to die before they have got Sarif- 
faction; they leave their Children Inheritors of their Refent: 
inents,as well as of their Eftates; and the beft way fora Man 
that hath given an Affront to another; is for ever to forfake 
his{Country.I was latelytoldofa confiderable Man,that after hé 
had liv’d twenty Years in the Indies; to avoid an ill turn front 
another to whom he had given fome Offence; and having n= 
derftood that not only he; but his Son was dead, believ’d him- 
felf fecure. He returns to Madrid, after he had taken care to 
change his Name; that he might not be known. But all this 
was not able to fave him from the Grandfon of hihi that 
thought himfelf abus’d: though he was but twelve Years old, 
_hecaus’d this Perfon to be murder’d,quickly after his Return. 
The Men that commit thefe horrid Actions are comutionly 
hired from Valentias It is a City in Spain, whofe People are 
wicked toExcefs; thereisnotany Crime; which they will notde- 
liberately commit for Money ; they wear Stiletros, and Fire Arms 
which go off without any Noife: There are two forts of thefe 
Stilettos, one aboutthe leneth of a fhort Ponyard,but not thicker 
than a thick Needle, aind tiade of an excellent Steel, fquare, 
and fharp edg’d: ‘This Inftrument wounds mortally; for en- 
tering very deep; and miaking no bigger an Orifice than a 
‘Needle; no Blood comes out, nay hardly can one perceive the 
place where it enter’d; and fo being impoffible to drefs itsthey 
almoft conftantly die, ‘The other fort is longer, and no thicker 
than the little Finger; but fo hard and ftrong, thatI have feen onë 
ofthem,at one Blow, ftruck througha thick Walnut-trée Tables 
Thele fort of Arms ate forbidden to be cartÿ’d in Spain, as 
| O° Bayounety 
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| Bayonnets are in France. Neither is it lawful to carry thofe Poc- 
ket Piftols which fire without Noife: but yet, notwithfiand- 
ing the Prohibition, feveral Perfons make ufe of them. 
Jhave been told, that a Perfon of Quality, thinking he had 
a juft Caufe to deftroy one of his Enemies, went to a Bandolero 
of Valentia, and gavehim a Sum of Money to murderhim. But 
afterwards, he was reconcil’d to his Enemy ; and being willing 
to ufea good Confcience, he made it his firitBufinels to acquaint 
the Bandolero with what had pafs’d,that fo he might have a care 
. not to kill this Man. ‘The Bardolero feeing his Service needlefs, 
offer’d to return the Money; but he that gave it, entreatedhim 
to keep it. Well, fays he, lam a Man of Honour, I foall keep 
your Money, and I will kill your Man. The other earneftly begg’d 
him to do nothing, feeing they were now Friends. Look you, © 
fays he to him, all that I can do, is, to give you your Choice, whe- 
ther it fhall be you, or-him 3 for, to gain your Money honejily, there's 
anecefity Imuft kill one of you. And notwithftanding all the En-. 
treaties of this Perfon, he perfifted in his Defign, and executed’ 
_ it. It had been an eafy matter to have feiz’d him, but,there: 
was too much Danger in’t; for thofe Bandoleros are fo nume-. 
rous and united, that if any of them fhould be executed, the: 
Death of him is certainly, and quickly reveng’d. ‘Thefe: 
Wretches are never without a Lift of the wicked Actions they’ 
have committed, and count it an Honourto them: and when 
any one would fet them at work, they fhew that, and afk,, 
whether they defire them quickly difpatch’d, or to give them: 
a languifhing Wound. Thefeare the moft pernicious people in: 
the Univerfe. Indeed, if I fhould tell you all the tragical Stories; 
which I hear every day, you would grant that this Country 1s) 
the very Theatre of the moft horrid Scenes in the World. Love: 
frequently furnifhesthe Matter, either for its Satisfaction or’ 
Revenge. There is nothing that a Spaniard will not undertake,, 
nor nothing, thatis above either his Courage or Compaftion. . 
_ >is faid, that Jealoufy is their prevailing Paflion, yet they’ 
do not pretend it fo much out of Love, as Refentment and: 
Pride, for they cannot bear to fee another prefer’d before them; 
and everything which contributes to affront them,makes them) 
defperate. Let thefe things be how they will, one thing iscer- 
tainly true,that it isa moft furious and barbarous Nation in this: 
Affair. ‘The Women keep not Company with Men; but yet: 
they very well underftand how to write, and appoint Meetings,, 
when they have a mind ; notwithftanding the danger is great: 
both for themfelves, the Lover and the Meffenger ; butin fpite: 
of all that, by their Wit and their Money, they make a fhift: 
to deceive the moft cunning Agus. It: 
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It is unacountable that Men, who put every thing in practice 
to fatisfy thtir revengful Minds, and who are guilty of fuch 
~ abominable Actions, fhould be even fcrupuloutly Religious, at 
the fame time they are going to ftab their Enemy. And that 
they may not fail in their Enterprize, they mutt, forfooth, per- 
form their zine days Task. of Devotion for the Souls in Purgatory, 
and recommend themfelves to the Relicks they carry about them, 
which they often kifs. 1 would not be thought to fix this 
Character upon the whole Nation. It may be affirm’d, that 
here are as good People as in any part of the World, and that _ 
they are endow’d with a mighty Greatne/s of Mind. Vl give 
you fome Inftances of this lait, which perhaps you may look 
upon as Follies, for every thing has two handles. 

The Conneftable de Caflille is, for certains one of the richeft 
‘Lords of the Court in Lands, but as he has the fame Fault as 
‘others like himfelf, which is to be carelefs in looking after 
his Intereft, fo he isill furnifh’d with Money. The Penfions 
which the King allows him, as he is Doyex or Chief of the 
Council of State, Conneftable of Caftille, and Grand Falconer, are fo 
_confiderable, as to fupply all his Wants; but he is fo haughty, 
that he will not receive any thing upon that Account. He 
gives thefe Reafons, That when a Subjett bas Eftate enough to live 
upon, be ought not to be chargeable to bis Prince, but ought to ferve . 
him, and ofteem himfelf happy 3 that to be paid for what be does, is 
mercenary and flavifh. | 
| The Duke de Arcas, alias de Avero, hath likewife another 
 obftinate Humour: he pretends that the King of Portugal has 
-ufurp’d the Crown from his Family ; and therefore when he 
{peaks of him, he never calls him any thing, but Duke de 
Bragance. In the mean while, this Man has forty thoufand 
Crowns a year in Portugal ; of which he does not enjoy a Far-. 
thing, becaufe he will not fubmit to kifs the King’s Hand, nor 
to do him Homage. 

The King of Portugal hath fent him word, that he will dif: 
pence with his coming himlelf, provided he will fend in his 
lead one of his Sons, either the Eldeft or Youngeft, which 
he will, and that hewill then let him receive his Rents ; and 
moreover, will pay him all the Arrears; which amount to an 
immente Sum. The Duke de 4vere will not fo much as hear it 
mention’d. He fays, that feeing he has loft the Crown, it. 
. would bea fhame, for forty thoufand Crowns a year, to fubmie 

to theUfurper; that the greater Evil takes away the Senfe of 
the leffer ; that the Glory the King would receive from his 
Homage, would exceed the Profit he gets from his Revenue 4 
| | O 2 and 
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and that he would have caufe to reproach him, for having done 
an Honour to him which was not his due. 


The laft I referve for you, is the Prince Deffilano ; hehath — 


Places and Commiffions to difpofe of at the Contratafion in 
“Seville, to the value of fourfcore thoufand Livres a Year. He 


had rather lofe them, than fo much as fet his Hand to the ne: 


ceffary Difpatches, faying,it is not agreeable à the Generofity 
of fuch a Cavallero asheis, totrouble himfelt o fign his Name 
for fo fmalla Matter. For youmuft know, that thefe fourfcore 
thoufand Livres are not in one Article; it may bethereis above 
thirty ; and when his Secretary prefents to him a Difpatch or 
Grant of a Place, worth four or five thoufand Livres, he will 
refufe to fignit; and alledges his Quality, always faying, E/to 
es una Mineria, that is, itis but a Trifle. The King, however, 
is not fo nice in the Matter; for he fills up the Places for him, 
and receives the Profit to himfelf. 


You'll fay now, that the Spaniards are Fools with this their 
fantaftick Grandeur ; and perhaps you are in the right; but for 


my part, [ think I know ’em pretty well. I am not of that 
Opinion. Yet neverthelefs l’Il own, that whatever Difference 
can be found in comparing the Spaniards and French, it muft be 
to our Advantage ; but it does not feem fit for me to meddle 
in determining the Matter; for my Intereft is too much con- 
cern’d, to let me judge impartially. But yet I am perfwaded 
-that there are very few rational Perfons, who would not make 
the fame Judgment. 

There are fewer Strangers that come to Madrid than to any 
City in the World, and they have reafon; for unlefs they have 


fome body to procure them fome Lodging in fome private Houfe, 


they'll run the hazard of being very ill lodg'd ; and the Spaniards 
are not very ready to offer their Houfes to any body, becaufe 
of their Wives, of whom they are extream jealous. 1 do not 
know, that in all this City, there’s any more than two Inns, 
whereof, at one of them, they eat after the French Mode. And 
when thefe are full (which they are very quickly, being very 
little) one knows not what to do. Add to this, That there’s 
no Conveniency for paffing to and fro in the Town : Hackney or 
hired Coaches are fcarce enough, but one may have as many 
Chairs as one will; yet it is {eldom that Men are carty’d in 


them, unlefs they are very old or infirm. But after all, why. 


 fhould Strangers come to Madrid? That which is fineft and 
the moft amiable, is always hid. mean the Women. There’s 
no converfing with them. 'Thofe Women that may be feen, are 
fuch dangerous Creatures for a Man’s Health, that it muft be a 

great 
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great Curiofity indeed, that a Man can refolve to fatisfy at fo 
much rifque. Yet in fpite of all this, theonly Pleafure, and the 


fole Enjoyment of the Spaniards, is to contract fome League : 


even Youths of Quality that are rich, begin, at the Age of 
twelve or thirteen Years, to entertain a Concubine-Mifirefs, 
which they call Amancebade, fot whom they neglect their 
Studies, and make away with whatever they can catch up in 
their Father’s Houle ; but ’tis not long before thofe Creatures 
give them Caufe to repent of their Folly. | 

But that which is terrible, is, That there are few Perfons in 
this Country, either of one or t’other Sex, and even of thofe 
whofe Quality diftinguifhes them, thatare free from that cur- 
fed Difeafe: their Children ether bring it into the World with 
them from their Mother’s Womb, or fuck it from the Nurfe 5 
a Virgin may juflly bé fufpected to have it, and they are hardly 
perfwaded to be cured of it, they are fo certain of falling again 
into the fame Condition. But doubtlefs, this Difeafe is not fo 


_ dangerous in Spain as in other Countries; for they ftill preferve 
their Hair very fine, and their T'eeth very good. At Court, and 
amongit the Women of the higheft Quality, they difcourie of 


it as they do of a Fever, or the Megrim ; and they all bear the 
Diftemper patiently, without fo much as troubling themfelves 
one Minute about it. As they know not but that the moft vir- 


 tuous Women, and the younacs Child may have it; fo they 


never let Blood in the Arm, 


ut always in the Foot. They'll 


“let a Child of three Weeks old Blood in the Foot : and this ts 
{o conftant a Cuftom amongft them, that unlefs it be fome very 


able Surgeon, they know not how to let Blood in the Arm. “1 
was indifpos’d, and was forc’d to make ufe of the French Am- 
baflador’s Valet de Chambre, to let me Blood in the Arm. By 
all that Ihave told you, it is eafie to judge, that this ts the 
Nuptial Prefent which a Spaniard makes to his Wife; and that 


. though they marry, they do not quit their Miftrefs, be they 


never fo dangerous, Every time thefe Miftreffes are let Blood, 
their Gallants are oblig’d to givethem a compleat new Suit of 
Apparel. And yet you mutt obferve, they wear ten or twelve 
Petticoats at a time : fo that this caules no ordinary Expence. 
The Marquefs de Liche underflanding that. his Miftrefs was 
jutt let Blood, and fo could not tarry rill the Taylor made het 


‘a Suit which he intended for her, he fent her one that was juft 


ris Lady, who is extream 

= cs ‘i e » . e , ! 2 ., 
beautiful. It: is a common faying with him, That to be the 
happieft Man, be would only wife a Miftrefs as Landfome as bis 


2 


brought home for the Marchigne/s I 
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The great Lords, who return very rich from their Govern- 


ments (whither for the moft part they go poor enough, and 
where they pillage and extort all they can, becaufe they are 
but for five Years time) do not lay out their Money, when they 
‘come home, in the purchafe of Lands; they keep it in their 
Chefts, and as long as it lafts, they live at a great rate, for 
they think it is below them to improve their Money. Follow- 
ing this Method, it would be very hard for the greateft Trea- 
fure not to be quickly exhaufted ; but the future difturbs them 
but little, for every one of them hopes either for fome Vice- 
royalty,or fome other Poff, which will effeCtually repair all 


their ill Husbandry,and reftore them to a good Condition: And | 


it muft be own’d, that the King of Spain is capable both to 


fatisfy the Ambition of his Subjeéts, and to reward their Ser- 


vices: andindeed many, of his Subjects fill up the Places of 
divers Sovereign Princes, who were’ the moft eminent Men of 
their Age. “oe | 

The difference is very remarkable between thofe Sovereigns 


heretofore, and the Spaniards at prefent ; itis lefs’ on account 


of their Birth, than their Merit ; for the Families of the great 
Lords are very Illuftfious: there are many of them that are de- 
{cended from the Kings of Caftille, Navarre, Arragon and Por- 
tugal; but yet this does not hinder feveral of them (for I make 
an exception) from contradi¢ting the virtue of their Anceftors. 


But then let’s fee how thefe are educated, They do not ftudy, - 


neither have they anyable Mafters: as foonas they are defign’d 
for the Sword, no further Care is taken to teach them either 


Latin or Hiftory ; but one would think they fhould at leaftbe » 


taught what belongs to their Art, fuch as the Mathematicks, to 
Fence, and Ride the Horfe; but they do not fo much as think of 


thefe Matters. Here are no Academies, nor Mafters to teach 

fuch things; the young Men pafs that time which they fhould | 
employ for their Infiruétion, in a wretched Lazinefs, either in ~ 
walking about, or courting fome Lady; and yet in fpight of. 


allthis, they are rerfwaded, that there are not any People in 
the World, who deferve publick Admiration more than they 


do. They believe Madrid to be the very Center of all Glory — 
and Happinefs, of all Arts and Sciences, and of all Delights and. 


Pleafure, In dying, they only with their Children the enjoy- 
. ment of Paradife, andafterwards that of Madrid ; by this means 
you fee they exalt this City above Paradife ; with fo much Satif. 
faétion do they live in’t. And ’tis this which hinders them from 
vifiting other Courts, and there acquiring that Politene/s which 
they have not amongft themfelves, and to which they are per- 


fect 
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fect Strangers. And ’tis this alfo, which makes them fo eaget 
to return home to Madrid: Let them be where they will, whe- 
ther they be fent by the King, er let them be there in what 


Rank or Station they will 5 let them be never fo much ho- 


‘poured, and heap up never fo much Wealth ; yet the Love to 
their Country, and the Prepoffeflion for that, hath fuch a 
power over them, as to make them renounce every thing 5 
and they had rather chufe to lead a mean poor Lite, (fo it 
be not obferved) without any Train, Grandeur or Diftincticn,. 
provided it be but at Madrid. | da | 

It is very feldom that à Father lets hisSon travel abroad, but: 
keeps him at home, and {affers him to take up what Cuftoms 
he pleafes. You may eafily believe, that generally thefe are 


“none of the beft ; for there's a certain Age, when Youth aims. 


at nothing elfe, but to gratify their Appetite, and enjoy Plea- 


fares. One entices and draws another, and that which ought 


to be feverely reproved, is authorized by the Example of thole, 
on whom they depend. Add to this, that they make them 
marry, as one may fay, as foon as they are out of the Cradle. 


: At the Age of fixteen or feventcen years, they turn into the 


World a young Man with a Wife that is but a Child ; and 
this at once makes him lefs capable to know his Duty, and puts 
him upon being more debauched, becaufe heis his own Matters 


| under no controul. By this means he paffes his Life in a Chim- 


ney-corner, like a Man in his decrepid old Age 5 and becaufe 


this gentle Sluggard is of an illuftrious Family, he muft be cho- 


fen to govern a People, that muf fuffer through his Ignorance. 
But that which 1s yet worfe,is, that fach a Man, taking himfelt 
for fome great and knowing Perfon, aëts only by his own head, 
without confulting or advifing with any body, and fo does every 
thing aukwardly and abfurdly. The Wife, it may be, is not 
better ftored with Wit and Parts: Hermighty Greatnefs, with 
which fhe prides herfelf, is the only thing that can make her 
beregarded. And thus Perfons of the higheft Capacity mutt be 
fubjeët to two Animals, which are made their Superiors. 
But on the other hand, let us be juft, and render to Cefar his 
due. It muft be owned, that when Heaven hath been fo kine 
to a Spaniard, as to give hima good Education, and let him 
travel and fee the World, Le makes a better improvement than 
any body. Nature has been kinder to them than they are to 
themfelves ; they are born with more Wit than others 5 they 
havea great quicknefs of Mind, joined with great Solidity 5 they 
{peak and deliver their Words with eafe; they have a great Me- 


mory à their Style is neat and concife, and they are quick of 
| he oe QO) 4 | Appte= 
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Apprehenfion, It is eafy to teach them whatever they have a 
mind to : They are perfect. Mafters in Politicks’; and when 
there’s a necefity Bees they are temperate and laborious. 
Without queftion, feveral great Qualities may be found a= 
mongft then; fuch as Generofity; Secrefy, F riend{hip, Bra- 
very ; and in a word, all thofe Endowments of Mind, which 
goto make up.a perfect, good, and virtuous Man, And here, 
methinks, | have a fair Opportunity to conclude this Letter, 
and to beget in you an Efteem of thefe People. I fhould not 
be forry, 1f I could procure them this Happinefs: for their 
Manners do not fuit fo ill with me, as with a great many o- 
thers, who cry out: againit them, and condemn them, before 
they have either examin’d or known them. For my part, | 
muft needs fay, that there are here both good and bad, as 
there are in all other Parts-of the World. Rep Et VON 


From Madrid this 2 71b 
| of June, 1679, 


LEP oR Re Xlh 


Eire a general Rejoicing fince the Arrival of the Marquefs. 
de los Balbaces, who brought certain News, that the moft 
Chriftian King had granted Madamoifille to the King of Spain, He 
{o impatiently expected thefe Tidings, that there was hardly 
an Hour pafs’d, that he did not ask,.if the Courier was not 
come ;.andas foonas he knew it, he immediately went to hear 
‘Ze Deum at our Lady de Atocha’s Church.’ As the Ladies do ~ 
not go thither, fo they are content to drefs themfélves very 
fine, and place themfelves in their Windows, ‘I chofe this $ 
and, I thought I fhould have been both choaked and: blinded; 
it was fo exceflive dufty. I faw the King in his Coach of green 
Oil-cloth: He had but a fmall Attendance; ‘for about twen- 
ty Halbardiers, clothed in yellow, with trufs’d Breeches likethe 
Pages, made up his Guard, marching before and behind him? 
The Courtiers Ghaches indeed, that accompanied him, were fo 
numerous, that they could hardly be told ; the People every 
where crowding, even to the tops ‘of the Houfes, cry'd out, 
Viva el Roy. Dieu le Benediga ; and feveral ‘added, Vina’ el Reina 
weuftra Sennora. There was not the leaft Houle or Street with: 


tat 
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out its fpread T'ables ; every body had their Garlick, Leeks and 
Onions in their Hands, infomuch that they perfum’d the Air 
with them; and they were even debauched with drinking their 
Majefties Health in Water. For, dear Coufin, though I have 
already mention’d it to you, yet methinks | may repeat it here, 
Thatthere never were People more temperate thanthefe, efpeci- 
ally inWine ; and they have fo ftrange an abhorrence for thofe 
that are guilty of Intempérance, that, by their Law, a Man 
that can be proved but once to have been drunk, is refufed for 
a Witnefs in any Court of Juftice where he is offer’d, and 
after a fharp reproof is {ent away. Andif it happen, that 
one ‘calls another Boracho, that is Drunkard, this Injury is fure 
to be revenged with Murther. 1. 

That Night the King was at 4ntochay we illuminated all our 
Houfes with great Flambeaus of white Wax, which they call 
Hachas ; they are longer thanthofethat areufedin Paris, to light 
the Coachesat Night; but withal, theyarea great deal dearer 3 
Not only becaufe the Wax is brought at great Charges fromo- 
ther parts of the World, but alfo becaufe there is a prodigious 
quantity of it confumed in pair. And when they make Illu- 
minations, they are not contented to fet up four or fix Flam- 
beaus ; but they muft put two in every Balcony, and two at 
each Window, up to the higheft Story. There are {ome Houfes 
which thus require four or five hundred. Every where there were 
Bonfires made, and we went to the Palace to fee a Ma/querade 


of a hundred and fifty Lords, which they faid was to be there.. 


I cannot imagine why they-call this Diverfion by that Name, 


for they were not all Mask’d. Commonly they chufe thedark- 


eft Night. All the Courtiers are mounted upon their fineft 
Horfes ; every Horfe was covered with Silver Gauze and Hou- 
fings embroidered with Gold and Pearl. The Cavalleros were 
cloathedinBlack, with colour’d Tabby Sleeves,embroider’d with 
Silk and Bugles. They wore little Hats button’d up with Dia- 
monds, and in them a Plumeof Feathers. They had rich Scarfs, 
and many Jewels; but with all this, their black Cloaks,and their 
ugly Collars, ftrangely disfigure them. ‘They ride on horfeback 
like the Turks and Moors ; that is, asthey callit, a genita. Their 
Stirrups are fo fhort, that their Knees are even with, and ref 
upon the tops of the Horfes Shoulders. 1 cannot yet reconcile 
my Eyes to this Fafhion. They fay, that thus they can better 
raife and put themfelves forth againft any that affaults them. 
But to return to the Ma/querade , they all met together at aa 


appointed Place, which ufually isatone of the Gates of the City. 


he Streets through which they were to go, were all pa 
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with Sand ; and on each fide there was a kind of Chafliing-- 
difhes fet upon Poles, which befides the white Wax Flanibeauss 
gave a great light. There were allo placed feveral very cleat 
Lanthorns in Windows, which made a very fine fhow. Everyy 
Cavallero had a great many Footmen, which were cloathed im 
Cloarh of Gold and Silver ; they went by their Mafters fide: 
with Flambeaus. The Mafters march’d four inarank very foftly;, 
each holding a Flambeaux alfo. ‘They went all over the City;, 
attended with Trumpets, Timbrels, Bagpipes and Flutes ; andi 
when they came to the Palace, which was illuminated, andi 
the Court cover’d with Sand, they took feveral turns, and rum 
and pufh’d againft one another, with a defign to throw each 
other down with thefe tricks. Prince Alexander de Parina, whoo 
is of a prodigious bignefs, fell down; and the fall of him made: 
as great noïle, as the fhouting of a moderate high hill. They 
hadmuch ado to‘carry him off ; for he was gtievoufly bruifedi 
with his Fall. There were feveral of thein with their greatt 
Spectacles on ; but particularly the Marquefs de Alors, whoo 
does not only wear them for gravity fake, but for need ; fore 
he is old, but yet for all that, he is frolickfonie. He will bee 
Ma or Domo to the young Queen, and he is a Grandée of Spain. 
- And now 1 fpeak of a Grandee of Spain ; Don Fernand de Toledoo 
told ‘me t’other Day a thing pleafait enough. His Father im 
Law, who is the Marquefs dé Palacios, lives at a hortid profufe: 
rate; forit feemshéis oneof thofe profefs’d Gaïlants of thee 
Ladies of the Palace ; and to “arrive to that, one muft both 
have a great deal of Wit, and fhew abundance of Mignificence:: 
Emean, a certainpeculiar fort of Wit, that’s neat and refin’d. He: 
mutt have choice Phrafes and Fxpreffions,and fomié ways and! 
modes not common. He muft underfland how to write both! 
int Profe and Verfe, and that too Better than another. In ai 
word, one muft both talk and do. in this Palace Gallantry, af 
ter quite another rate than is ufed in the City. But to return 
to the Marquefs de Palacios. “There was a publick Feftivall 
appointed by the Kg ; this Marquefs wanting Money to ap-- 
pear there, and being Lord of fevétal Towns, it came into hiss 
head to go down poft to them. As foonas heartived, at the: 
firft, he canfed:Papers.to be ‘fet up, That all thofe of thatt 
Town who defired to be made Grandes, Should immediately! 
core to him, T'herewas not either Juftice, Burgefs, or Tradef-- 
man, which was not prefently filled with vehement ambitious: 
Defires for theGrandexa'; his Hotifewas crowded with all forts off 
People. He agreed with them every oie {evetally. in private,, 
and got as much as he could of them, and'afterwards he ee 
ee ie dasa nt. | 4 “them! 
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them all be covered before him, and gave them Patents in 
Form, juft as the King does, when he makes anyone a Grandee. 
His Invention fucceeded too well in the firft Town, not to | 
practife it in the reft. He found amongft them the fame Dif- 
pofition to give him Money, that through his means they 
might be Grandees. With this Trick, he gota confiderable Sum, 
and away he comes,and makes a fplendid fhew at Court: But 
as a Man is never without Enemies, {6 there were fome Per- 
fons that had a Mind to make ufe of this pleafant Frolick, to 
put him out of the King’s Favour. His Majeity was told of it 5 
and the Marquefs juftified himfelf well enough, in faying, all 
thofe to whom he had granted permiffion to be cover d before 
him, being born his Vaffals, they owed more refpeét than to 
dare to take this liberty without his leave 5 and that therefore 
he had made them Grandees as to himfelf. And after this, 
the thing was only look’d upon as a merry Jeft. ne 

The Marquefs comes often to fee us ; and as he belong’d to 
the late Court, fo yefterday he told me, that a famous Afire- 
lozer, being one Day with the late King in the Terras walk of . 
the Palace, the King ask’d him the heighth of that Place, re 
gazed up into the Air, and named a certain heighth. The King 

rivately ordered them to raife the Pavement of the Terras 
“About three or four Fingers, and in the Night it was done. 
The next Morning he caufed the /frologer to come to him ; 
and being upon the Terras with him, {ays he to him, I {poke 
daft Night of the heighth you told me of this Walk, but chere 
“were fome that maintain’d that you were miftaken. Sir, fays 
he, I dare fay, I was not miftaken. But confider it well, fays 
the King, and afterwards we'll make him afham’d, who 
 Hoafts himfelf to be a more knowing man than you. Imme- 
diately he began again to make his Obfervations. ‘The King 
{aw him change his colour, and feem to be at a great lofs; but 
at laft he drew nigh the King, and faid, what I told your Ma- 
_ jefty yefterday was true, but to day I find that either the 
Porras is raifed, or the Heavens are funk down a Little lower. 
The King fmiled, and told him the trick he had put upon him. 
That I may give you an account of other Matters ; I muft 
‘tell you, that the King has in his Family three Perfons, who 
by the way of Eminency are call’d the great Officers, the Major 
Domo, the Sumiller of the Body, and the Mafter of the Horfe. 'Thefe 
three Places are thus diftinguifh’d : the Majer Domo com- 
mands in the Palace ; the Bufinefs of the Swmiller of the Body, 
is in the King’s Chamber 5 and the Mafter of the Horfe, orders 
all things in every Place, except the Palace.’ | 

: T ‘ ; After 
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Afterthefe, come the Gentlemen of the King’s Bed-chamber,, 
They wear at their Girdle, for a mark of their Dignity, a gold-- 
en Key. ‘There are three forts of thefe Keys ; the firft gives: 
the Employment of the Gentlemanof the Bed-chamber ; the: 
fecond, the Entrance with the Employment ; and the third iss. 
called Clava Capona, which only gives entrance into the Anti-. 
chamber. The Number of thefe Gentlemen is great. ‘There: 
are forty of thofe for Service, who take it in turns every: 
Day ; and for the moft part, they are Grandees of Spain. The 
Major Domo ; that is to fay, the Steward in Ordinary, has the 
fame Accefs as the Gentlemen of the Bed-chamber. The Per-. 
fons of higheft Quality fill up thefe Places. For the moft part: 
they are the fecond Sons of the Grandees, They wait in turns. 
every Week ; and when the High-Steward is abfent, they are 
invelted: with his Power. Thefealfo introduce Foreign Miniiters, 
when they have Audience. There are eight of them, fome- 
times more, but feldom fewer. | | 

Lhe King had three Companies for his Guards ; but they. 
have not any thing that agrees with one another. The Mar: 
quefs De Falees commands the Femifh or Burgundian Guards, it 
confits of a hundred Halbardiers ; and although here,they call 
them the Yeomenof the Guard, yet they may be called the Life 
Guard. The German Guards confift of the fame Number ; Don 
Pedro de Arragon is Captain of it. The Sani/b Guards are allo com- 
pofed of a hundred Halbardiers, and are commanded by the 
Count Delos 4rcos. He is likewife Captain of another SaeReny 
of a hundred Shaniards, called the Guards of the Lancilla; and 
this never appears but at great Ceremonies, and at the Funerals | 
of Kings. The Affairs of the State are manag’d by a Chief , 
Minifter, which they call Privado ; he hath under him a Se- | 
cretary of State, whofe Office is in the Palace. All Bufi-. 
neis that comes to the King and the Minifter, ought not to, 


~The Council of State, and divers other Councils examine all> 
matters ; and the King, or the Chicf Minifter, afterwards de- 
termine them. Therearea greatmany Counfellors. Here fol- 
low the Names of. thofe which at prefent compofe the Coun- 
cil of State, viz, The Conftable de Cafülle, of the Family of 


Offura, the.Count de Chincov, Don Vincent Gorzaca Prince 
? À ? 


de Guaftella, Don Lexzs Portocarcero Cardinal Archbifhop of 
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Toledo, the Marquefs de Liches, the Marques de los Balbaros, 
Don Diego Sarmituto, Don Melchios Navarre, the Marquefs de 
Lofveler, the Marquets de Manfera, and the Duke de Albur+ 

querque. | | 

Befides this Council, which is the principal ; there is that 
of the Inquifition of War, of the Orders of Arragor, of the In- 
dies, of Italy, of Hazienda, of the Creifado, and of Flanders: 
there is allo the Chamber of Cajtille, of the Alcades de Corta, 
of the Contraduria; De Apofento, De las Bofques Reales, De Mil- 
liones, and De Combetancias. But do not think, dear Kinfwo- 
man, that the Salaries and Profits of thofe Places are {mail. 
For inftance, The Counfellors of the Council of the Indies, 
make from eighteen to twenty thoufand Crowns a year of their 
Places. And here it is pertinent to tell you, that ‘tis thought 
no Places are foldin this Country, at leait itisnot known, In 
all appearance they are beftowed upon Merit or Birth; but yet 
underftand, there are fuch confiderable Prefents made, that 
to get a Viceroyalty, they'll give five thoufand Piftoles, and 
fometimes more. That which would be called Buying in ano- 
‘ther Country, at Madrid, is termed giving a Regalio ; that 1s, 
making a Prefent. And one is equivalent to the other, with 
this difference, that a Place, or a Pent which one buys, 
“Is yours as long as you live, and fometimes pafles by Inheritance 
to your Children, either by Natural Right, or the Conceflion 
of the Prince ; but in Spain, they enjoy a Place which cofts 
them very dear, only three or five Years at moft. It is cafe 
to believe that thofe who advance fo much, are very certain 
40 reimburfe themfelves both Principal and Intereft. From 
this Practice, the People are horribly opprefs’d. ‘They have per- 
-petually upon them, either a new Viceroy, or Governor, who 
bas been drain’d of all the ready-monéy which he could 
either make of his own, or fometimes of his Friends, to 
“bribe the Court. Thus he comes hungry,and he has but a fhort 
“ime to enrich himfelf ; and fo the poor People are on all hands 
pillaged, without fo much as being able to have their Com- 
plaints heard. But it is yet quite another thing in the Indies, 
where Gold is fo plentiful, and they are fo far from the King 
and his Minifters. It is certain they bring from thence im- 
menfe Sums, as I think I have already intimated to you. Even 
the Religious, as they call them, who are fent to preach there, 
return not without forty or fifty thoufand Crowns, which 
they have heap’d up in four or five years time. So notwith- 
ftanding their aw of Poverty, they find out the fecret of grow- 
ing rich; and during their Life they are fuffer’d to enjoy the 
Fruit of their Mifion. : The 
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The Monafteries here, have yet another piece of Craft,whiclt 
commonly fucceeds. When a Religious Perfon of Friar happem 
to be the only Son; if his Fathers rich, they beg him te 
leave his Eftate to the Convent, where his Son has taken the 
Habit ; upon condition that he fhall manage and enjoy it whilff 
he lives ; but after his Death, that the Moxajtery fhall inherit itt 
and put up Prayers and fay Ma/Jes for the Father and the Som 
By this means there are profefled Friars, who have ten thom 
fand Crowns a year, at their difpofal. ‘This Afluence in <a 
-Country,where Reafon has but little power over the A ffectionss, 
does not always make them mere holy ; and if there are anyy 
that ufe it well, there are abundance that abufe it. in 

It is known, that every year there comes from the Indies a+- 
bove five and thirty Millions of Crowns; but yet not a quartert 

art of this ever goes into the Kive of Spain’s Coffers. ‘Thefee 
Iveattines fpread themfelves over all Europe ; the French, Englifhi, 
_ Dutch, and the Genoefe, drawaway the beft fhares of it. Methinks, 
this does not fuit with the refin’d Policy of the Spaniards, too 
-wafte their own Subjects in digging Gold out of the Mines, too 
det other Nations, with whom they are often at War, reap thee 
Profit; but the natural Lazinefs which hinders them from 
working, and having no Manufactures of their own, obligess 
them to have recourfe to thofe who can furnifh their Countryy 
with the Merchandizes they want. | 

As Strangers dare not venture to go there, becaufe it is up-- 
on no lefs penalty than hanging ; fo they contrive to fend theirr 
effects in the Names of the Spanifh Merchants, with whomi 
they meet with all the Fidelity imaginable. And if the Kg 
would, he could not hinder Strangers from receiving what iss 
properly theirs ; for the Spaniards, upon this occafion, hadi 
rather lofe their lives, than any wrong fhould come to ano-- 
ther. ‘There’s one thing remarkable, and that is, when the 
Flota comes to Anchor at Cadiz, there are Men who makee 
publick profeffion to affift incheating the King of his Cuftomss 
upon Silver and other Merchandizes. It is as much their trade 
and livelihood as for a Banker to deal in Money. They caltl 
them Metadors ; and as much Knaves as they are towards thee 
King, yet one muft do them the right to fay, they are not fo 
to the private Men that agree with them, for 2 certain reward,, 
‘Securely to lodge their Silver in fuch a place of the City ass 
they fhall defire. And this Praétice is fo certain and fafe, thatt 
one never hears of any that have violated their Traft. Itt 
were eafie to punifh thefe Men for the Frauds they are guilty ] 

| ofl 
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of againit the King ; but there would be inconveniencies to the 
prejudice of Trade, perhaps far greater, than the Punifhments 
would bring advantage ; fo that the Government and Magi- 
{trates take no notice of what pales. Their might alfo be an 


eafie remedy found out to hinder the King from lofing all upon 


this occafion 3 and that is, to abate the Duties a Little, which 
indeed are very high ; and fo what is given to thefe Meradors, 
and fomewhat more, might be paid to theContratattion 5 for na- 
turally the Merchants do not love cheating, and are continually - 
afraid of paying at once, what they have been faving for half 
a {core Voyages. But “tis the humour of the Spaniards, To have 
all or nothing ; and very often they have wotbing. As to Madrid, 
it is impoñhble to find there any greater Robbers and Cheats 
than the Magiftrates and Officers themfelves. ‘Thefe are the 
Men, that with impunity appropriate to themfelves the King’s 
Cuftoms, and who cheat him after fuch a rate, that ’tis no 
wonder he fo often wants Money. But they are not fatisfied 


= 


with cheating their Sovereign, they muitalfo abufe and pillage 


(3 


the People ; and although the Laws of this Nation are. not on- 


ly very juit, but equitable, yet no Body feems to be fenfible 
of them. ‘Thofe very Perfons into whofe Hands they are 
put, and who are fet on purpofe to execute them, are the fir 
that break and corrupt them. re: 
If you'll but give Money to an Alcade, or to an Alguazil, 
you may have the moft innocent Perfons in the world arrefted 
or feizd, and then thrown into fome nafty dark hole of a 
Prifon, and there perifh with hunger, without any proceeding 


or coming to a Tryal, and without any, Order and Decree.s 


and when the poorWretch is let out of Prifon, he muit not fo 
much as think of doing himfelf right againft this wicked 


“Officer of Juftice. This fort of People are generally much 


favoured every where ; but here, they are beyond all meafures 
and righteous Judges in this Country are more fcarce than in 
any Country whatever. 4 
Thieves, Murderers, Poifoners, and the greateft Criminals 
imaginable, remain fafe and quiet at Ma rid, provided they 
are not rich ; for if they be, they are fure to be difturb'd for 
the fake of that. | iy 
They do not judge Criminal matters above twice or thrice 2. 
year. itis with the greateft difficulty, that they bring them- 


{elves to caufe any Criminal to die, who is, fay they, a Man 
Mike them, their Country-man, and the Kinz’s Subject. They 


fend moft either to the Mines, or to the Galleys; and when 


any 
cpa | 
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any Wretch is condemn’d to be hang’d, he is carry’d upon af 
Afs, with his Face to the Tail. He is cloath’d én black, and 
a Scaffold is erected for him, that he may make a Speech to 
the People ; who are all upon their Knees, and in Tears,beat-- 
ing themfelves upon their Breafts. After he has fpent whatt 
tune he will in Harangue, he is difpatch’d with a great deall 
of Gravity : and as thefe Examples of Juftice are very rare; 
fo they make a mighty impreflion upon the Speétators. 

~ Notwithftanding the vait Riches, and the exceflive haugh-- 
tinefs and prefumption of the great Lords, yet they obey thee 
leaft Order of the King, with that exa€tnefs, and refpeët,whic 
cannot be fufficiently praifed. Upon the firft Command, theyy 
depart, they return, go to Prifon, or into a Banifhment;with— 
out murmuring. It 1s not poffible to find a more perfect Sub-- 
miffion and Obedience, nor a more fincere Love; than that off 
the Spaniards for their King. This Name is Sacred with them 3; 
and to bring them to whatever one has a mind, it is fufficientt 
to fay, The King’s Will it is. "Tis under his Name, that the pooft 
People of both the Caflles are fo horribly opprefs’d withTaxes.. 
The other Kingdoms or Provinces are not fo loaded, but boaftt 
themfelves for the moft part, that they are a free People, andl 
pay what they hada mind to. 

I have already hinted to you, dear Coufin, that in every; 
thing they exaétly follow the Politicks of Charles V. withoutt 
confidering, that the difference of times makes a mighty alte-- 
ration in the Events of things, although they may feem to be: 
alike, and in the fame Circumftances ; and that what, with: 
out-the imputation of rafhnefs, might have been undertaken: 
120 years ago,under a flourifhing Reign, would be imprudent: 
to prachife now under a Reign that is far lefs fo. But a Vanity | 
that is natural to them, hinders them from feeing, that Pro-| 
vidence fometimes permits Empires, as well as particular Fami-- 
lies, to have their Revolutions and Periods. The Spaniards: 
believe themfelves to be juft the fame People, and in the fame » 
Circumftances they everwere : But though I never knew their! 
Anceftors, yet I dare fay they deceive themfelves. 

But not to make any farther Reflections, which perhaps are: 
too ferious and high for me’; I will tell you, that here’s a ge-. 
neral rejoycing at Madrid for the arrival of the Hota from 
the Indies. As *tis not their humour here to treafure up. 
Wealth ; fo this prodigious quantity of Silver, which comes 
all at a lump, is fpread over all the World. One would think 
that thefe immenfe Sums coft nothing, and that it is Money 
which chance fent them. Hereupon the great Lords ee 

Ennely 
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their Creditors, and pay them with a profufenefs, which yet, 
without lying} has fomething in’t that’s both noble and very 
enerous ; for there are but few Countries where Liberality 1s 
fo natural, as’tisin this; and I muft alfo add, that they are 
patient even to admiration. They have been known to endure 
moft long and toilfome Sisges ; in which, befides the Fatigues 
of War, they had nothing to fupport them but Bread made of 
rotten Corn, and ftinking Water for their Drink ; and yet 
there are no Men inthe World more nice about good Water. 
I fay, notwithftanding all this, and that they have been ex- 
ofed to the feverities of the Weather, where half naked, and 
had hard Lodging ; yet in fpight of all thefe things, they have 
been found more brave and couragious, than when they en- 
joy’d tal and Profperity. Itistrue, that that T'emperance 
which is fo natural to them, is a mighty help to them to en- 
dure hunger when they are fore’d toit. ‘They eat very little, 
and {earcely will they drink any Wine. TheCuftom they have 
of eating all alone, contributes fomething to make them fo fru+ 
gal ; for indeed, neither their Wives nor their Children, ever 
eat with them. The Mafter has his T'able to himfelf, and the 
Mifre(s with her Children fit on the Floor upon a Carpet after 
the Turkifh and Moorifo way. They feldom or never invite 
their Friends to feaft together ; fo that they are not guilty of 
any excefs. Upon this account, it is their faying, That they 
only eat to live, whereas there are People, which only live to eat. 
Neverthelefs there are fome rational People, who find this 
affection too great ; and as they admit of little familiarity 
in Converfation, fo they perpetually live at a diftance, and 
as ‘were in Ceremony with one another, without enjoying 
that freedom which makes that true Union, and produces that 
defirable opennefs of Heart. | 
This great Retirement gives them up toa thoufand Ilufions, 
which they call Philofophy 3 it makes them fingular, dull, fan- 
taftick, melancholy and jealous ; whereasif they sovern’d them- 
{elves otherwife, there’s nothing they would not be capable 
of, fince they have a wonderful vigour of Mind, an excellent 
Memory, good Senfe, a folid Judgment, and great Patience 5 
than which, there needs no more to make à Man wile, to grow 
in Perfection, to be agreeable in Converfation, and to diftin- 
guith himfelf from the moft Polite Nation. But they are fo far 
from being what naturally they might be, though at never fo 
little pains ; that they affect a certain Indolency,which they call 
greatnefs of Mind. They neglect their moft important bufinels, 


and the advancement of their ae Provifion for the fu- 
; ! . ture 
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ture gives them not the leaft difturbance. The only matter 
‘they are not indifferent in is Jealoufy, they improve that too 
the utmoft ; the bare fufpicion, is enough to make them ftafh 
. their Wife or their Miftrefs. Their Paffion of Love ts alwayss 
furious ; and yetthe Womenpleafe themfelves init. They fay,, 
they would not, for all the mifchief that may befal them, havee 
them lefs fenfible of their unfaithfulnefs ; that their defperatee 
‘Temper, is a certain proof of a true Paffion ; and that they 
themfelves ate not more moderate when they are in Love:. 
They leave nothing unattempted to be reveng’d of thofe theyy 
love, if they forfake them without Caufe; fo that thefe fort où 
amorous Engagements have commonly a fatal end. For in: 
flance: Not long fince, a Woman of Quality, who had caufe 
to complain of her Gallant, contriv’d to get him into a Houfee 
where fhe commanded ; and after fhe had{ufficiently reproach’cd 
him, againft which he did but weakly defend himifelf, for hee 
was guilty, fhe prefentedto him a Poniard, and a Cup of pot 
{on’d Chocolate, leaving him only the liberty which fort ox 
Death he would chufe. He did not wafte one minute to movte 
her pity; he very well faw, that in this Place fhe was rhe 
ftrongeft, fo that he tamely drank off the Chocolate without 
leaving a drop. After he had drank it, fays he to her, it hacd 
been better if you had put a little more Sugar init, for the Poti 
fon made it very bitter: Remember to do fo the next timer 
you prepare another. He was immediately feiz’d with Convull 
fions ; it was very violent Poifon, and kill’d him in an hour”: 
time : and for all this Lady ftiil lov’d him paflionately, yet fhee 
had the barbarity not to ftir from him till he was dead. | 
The Vexetian Embaffador, who is a very well accomplifh’cs 
Man, being lately at home, they brought him word, that if 
Lady, cover’d with a Mantle, defired to fpeak with him, anc 
that fhe hid herfelf fo clofe, they could not poflibly-fee whay 
fhe was. She had with her two Gentlemen Ufhers, and a com: 
fiderable Attendance. He invited het to his Chamber of 4m 
dience, and fhe defired he would caufe every body to go outt 
When fhe was alonewithhun, fhe unveiled herfelf, and appear’ct 
to him extream handfome. I am of an illuftrious Family, Lays: 
fhe to him ; my Name is Donna Blanca de Gufman ; I have dee 
fpifed all the Laws of Decency, in Favour of that Pafion I have foo 
you. I came to declare to you, my Lord, and to tell you, that I mul] 
needs remain here this Night. From fuch an impudent Speechh 
the Embafiador could not in the leaft doubt, but this was foma 
Jilt that had borrow’d a great Name, to draw him into fome: 
Snare ; but yet, withabundance of kindnefs, told her, ae 
: tis) 


The Ladys Travel: into Spain: 223 
till now he had never thought himfelf unhappy im the Service 
of the Republick; that he could wifh he were not an Embaffa- 
dor, that {o he might embrace the favour fhe offer’d him ; but 
that being in fuch a Station, there was little likelihood that he 
could give Entertainment to a Perfon of her Eminent Quality 5 
that this might bring him into great trouble, and therefore 
bege’d her that fhe would withdraw. Immediately fhe waslike 
a Fury, and after fhe had reviled and reproached him, fhe drew 
out a Stiletto, and run upon him to have ftab’d him. He eafily 
prevented her ; and having call’d one of his Gentlemen, bid 
him give five or fix Piftoles to this Woman. She fo little de- 
ferv’d this Generofity, and it fo appeas’d her, that fhe really 
told him, fhe was one of thofe Creatures he took her for 3 
and that the reafon why fhe had been fo defperate, was, that 
the Gentlemen Ushers, who waited for her below, were her 
Gallants, and would have broke herbones if fhe had made no 
advantage of the Plot they had laid ; that befides, fhe was to 
pay for the Equipage fhe came in, which was hired pupofely 
for this defign ; and that fhe had much rather have died, than 
to have endured all thofe Abufes. ‘The Embaffador was fo 
taken with her pleafant Confeffion, that hecaufed ten Piftoles 
more to be given her; for fayshe to her, fince fo many ho- 
neft Folks muft fhare with you, your part will be too fmall. 
She fucceeded fowell here, that fhe went directly to the French 
Embaffidor’s, but fhe was not fo courteoufly receiv’d there : 
For upon the firft Apprehenfion of her Detign, fhe and her 
Attendance efcaped very narrowly of being entertain’d with the 
Strapado. He gave her not a Sous; fhe was happy in getting out 
as fhe came in, for he had an averfion for all thefe Creatures. 

This Morning we tarried a while in the Placa Majer, for an 
Anfwer of a Meffage my Kinfwoman had fent to a Gentleman 
that dwelt there. In this place Fifh is fold ; and there was a 
Woman who had fome little bits of Salmon to fell, whichfhe 
faid was frefh ; fhe made a horrid noife in crying it, and in 
calling Cuftomers to buy it ; at laft comes a Shoemaker,which 
1 knew for fuch, becaufe fhe call’d him Senior Capatero: he ask’d 
her for a Pound of her Salmon; (and by the way, you muft ob- 
ferve, that every thing here is bought by the Pound, even 
Wood and Charcoal) faysfhe to him, you do not enquire after 

the price, becaufe youthink ’tis cheap 5 but do not deceive your 
felf, I affure you, I muft have a Crown for every Pound. The 
Shoemaker, vex’d that fhe queftion’d his thoughts and ability, 
with an angry tone faid to her, Had it been very cheap, I would 
have bad but one pound ; but fince “tis dear, Vil bave three, and im- 
= -% ‘mediately 
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mediately he gives her three Crowns, and then thrufting down! 
his little Hat, (for you muft know that the T'radefmen wear: 
them as narrowas the People of Quality wear them broad) andl 
turning up his Muftachios by way of Rodamantade, he raifedl 
the point of his formidable Sword almoft to the top of hiss 
Shoulder, andhaughtily look’d at us, having well obferved that: 
we took notice of him, and overheard his Difcourfe, and were: 
Strangers. But the pleafantnefs of the thing lies hete ; perhaps: 
thefe three Crownswas all that ever this vain-glorious Fool hadl 
in the World ; that this was his whole Week’s profit, and thatt 
to morrow, himfelf, his Wife and poor Children,would have at 
more fevere Faft, than with Bread and Water ; but fuch is the 
vain humour of thefe People here : nay, there are fome off 
_ them who will take the Legs of a Capon, and let them hang; 
_down under their Cloaks, that they may look asif they reallyy 
had a Capon, whilft they have nothing but the Legs and Feet.. 
You cannot fee a Joyner, a Sadler, or other fort of Shop-- 
keeper, without his Velvet and Sattin Suit like the Kings,witm 
his long Rapier and Dagger, and his Gittar hung up in hiss 
Shop. They work as little as ever they can, for I have more: 
than once told you, that they are naturally lazy. Indeed no— 
thing but over-ruling Necefity drives them to do any thing at all,, 
and then they work uponSundays and other Feftivals,withoutt 
any {cruple, as well as upon any other Days, and afterwardss 
they carry their Goods abroad. If ’tis a Shoemaker, and he hass 
two Prentices, he takes them both with him, and each of them 
carriesa Shoe,nay,and if he hasthree,they muftall go alongwith 
him 5; and’tis with much ado, thathe’ll ftoop to try the Shoess 
he made. When he has done, he goes and fits him down in the: 
Sun (which is call’d the SpaniardsFire) with a Company of fuchi 
idle Fellows as himfelf, and there with a fovereign Authority} 
they determine matters of State, and fettle the Intereft of Prin-- 
ces: Very often they fall out about them. Some one of them,, 
that takes himfelfto bea more able Politician than the reft,willl 
bave them yield to his Judgment ; but another as conceited ass 
himfelf, will not fubmit ; and fo they fall together by the Earss 
without Mercy. 1 was two Days ago to fee the Danifh Embaft 
fador’s Lady, and there was brought in thither a poor Wretchh 
who was juft then wounded in the Street ; he was a Cofter-- 
monger, and it feems had maintain’d, that the Grand Seigniorr 
would not be reckon’d acunning Politician, if he did not caufee 
his Brothertobe ftrangled ; another,to whom that young Princée 
was not lo difpleafing, food up in his defence ; and thereupors 
thefe two fella fighting. But after all, to give them their se 
| all 
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4] thefe People talk of Government and Politicks with a great 
deal of Judgnient, and give good Reafon for what they fay. | 
Here are in this City feveral Houfes,whicharea fortot Acade- 
mies, where People meet, fome play, and others for Conver- 
fation. They play there with great honefty, and let them lofe 
what Sum they will, upon Honour, they neverfail to pay itin 
twenty four Hours. If there fhould be any failure, their Ho- 
nour and Reputation is for ever loft. No Reafon whatfoever 
will be admitted againft the Neceflity of paying in that Time. 
They play there very high, and very fairly, without Noife or 
fhewing the leaft Vexation or Concern. If they win, itis the Cu- 
ftom to give the Barato. This I think is alfo us’d in Italy, that is 
to fay, you give Money to thofe that are prefent, to fome more, 
to others lefs, and this whether you know them or no. He to 
whom you prefent the Barato nuit never refufe it, tho’he be a 
hundred timesricher, and of better Quality than the Donor; nay 
one may demand it of a Gamefter that is winning,and he'll not 
deny to give it. There are People that have no other Subfiftence 
than this: but yet this is no good Cuftoin, for tho’a Man does 
win,yet fometimes he hardly carries any thing of hisGains away 
with him, and if he begins toplay again, he often lofes his own. 
Further, if a Man is found to have cheated, he had as good 
betimes forfake all Company; for no honeft Perfon will 
have any thing to do with him, andif he is taken in the Fadi, 
he may think himfelf happy if he comes off with fome Cuchilla- 
des, that is, fome Cuts, byt not thrufts witha Swotd. 2) 
Asto the Converfation in thefe Academies, there’s of it that 
is very ingenious,and very knowing Perfons that frequent them: 
for ina word, they are here juft asin other Places: and there 
are fome that write very fine things. What they call Novels, 
feem to me to be of a Style, and to have an Air that charms 5 
they never advance any thing but what's probable, and theSub- 
jects they take, is fo well manag’d, and their Narration fo con- 
cife and plain, neither mean nor lofty, that one muft needs 
grant they have a Genius, which furpafes all others, in thefe 
fort of Pieces. I will endeavour to get fome ofthis kind, and 
will tranflate, and fend them to you,that fo you may judge of 
them your felf. As I have not Capacity enough to {peak of 
things which treat of more fublime Matters, fo fhall I fay no- 
thingof thém, till I have been inform'd by thofe that are com: 
-petent Judges, and then I fhall only pre.end to be their Echo. 
a afterall, I muftneeds fay, that I think themextravagant in 
their Eulogies,and that in them they keep not near to Probabi- 
lity : their Imagination, which is very lively and active, fome- 
: | P 3 times 
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times runs too faft. I wast’other day reading in a Book, where: 
{peaking of Philip IV. the Author faid, that his Virtues and. 
great Qualitieswere fo many, that there wasnot Paper enough: 
in the World to write them down; thatacommonPen was not: 
worthy to defcribe fuch divine things; and therefore they de-- 
ferv’d to be writ bythe Rays of the Sun upon the Surface of the: 
Heavens. You'll grant me that thists really lofing a Man’s felft 
in theClouds,and that with endeavouring to exalt his Hero,our: 
poor Author falls, and breaks his own Neck. Their Books: 
are very ill printed, their Paper is not white, and they are very! 
ill bound, beingcover’d with Parchmentor Sheep-fkin Leather.. 
I muft not forget to tell you one thing, and ’tis very material,, 
and that is the Policy of the Spaniards, which perfwades themi 
rather to be at the Charge of a hundred falfe A Gene than: 
to negleëtthe Opportunity of receiving one true Advice : nei-- 
ther the diftance of the Country from whence they come, nott 
their Agents arefufpected by them, they will knowevery thing,, 
and liberallyrecompence thofethat ferve them,nay they Uhardlyy 
tarry till cheServiceis accepted, before they willreward ’em. Youn 
can’t believe how much Advantage this Maxim has gain’d them... 
They have been fometimes taken for Fools, but thathasnot dif— 
courag’d them ; and in the End they always had what they in-- 
tended, Itis likewife true, that tho’ they have but very flenderr 
sround to beg a Favour of the King ; yet provided they are: 
not difhearten’d with Repulfes, byt purfue their firft Defigm 
with Perfeverance, fooner or later they obtain what they wifh’di 
for. The Minifters of State think it not fuitable to the Grandeurt 
of fo mighty a Monarch to refufe a fmall matter,and tho’ there’ss 
but little Jufticein pretending toa Favour which one has not de-; 
ferv’d by fome Service, yet if it 1s fu’d for without Intermifiton,, 

it is always obtain’d. I fee Examples of it every day. — 
[have not yet told you, dear Coufin, that upon my Arrivali 
here, all the Ladies did me the Honour to vifit me firft. It iss 
the Cuftom here, to prevent Strangers, when once they know? 
they are of Quality, and their good Conduét, concerning botha 
which they are very nice. When I return’d them their Vifity, 
every one made me a prefent. Sometimes in one Houfe I re-- 
ceiv'd a dozen, for even the Children of four Years old willl 
treat you. I was prelented with great Bafkets of gilt Silver, a-- 
dorn’d with Coral curioufly wrought in Flowers; thefe aree 
made at Naples and Milan. I had alfo Amber Boxes fet witha 
Gold, enamell’d and full of Paftils: divers prefented mee 
with Gloves,and with Silk-Stockings,and Garters in abundance;. 
But thele Gloves are fingular, in that they are as fhort as thee 
Men’ss 
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Men’s, forthe Women weartheir Sleeves down to their Wrifts; 
the Fingers age fo long, that they look as if they were nothing 
elfe, and are ridiculous. he Stockings are made of Polo, that 
is, raw Silk; they are made fo fhort, and fo little in the Foot, 
that Lhave feen feveral Babies that they wouldnot fit. The 
Garters are of abroad Ribband, made very light and thin, like 
thofe our Peafants give at their Weddings ; they are trim d at 
each End with fome Englifo Thread Lace. ‘They prefented me 
alfo, with feveral Cups of the Mineral Earth, and a thoufand 
other things of this kind. Ifever I go from thence, and make 
another Journey hither, it will be my turn to prefent. But 
alas! any thing pleafes them, Needles, Pins, alittle Ribbands 
but aboveall,any thing made of their falfe Stones,ravifhes them 
with Joy. They that have fo many that are right, and fo excel- 
lent, yet wear a prodigious Quantity of thefetalfe ones, which 
in reality are nothing neither, but bits of Glais fet, and juft 
like thofe our Chimney-fweepers fell to our Provincials, who 
never faw more than their Curateand their Flock. The Ladies 
of the sreateft Quality are loaded with thefe falfe Stones, which 
they buyatdear Rates; and when I afk’d them why they were fo 
fond of thefe counterfeit Diamonds, they told me, it wasbecaufe 
they could have of them as bigas they defir’d. And, indeed, 
they have of them in their Pendants, as big as an Egg, and all 
theie come to them, either from France, or Italy. For, as Lhave 
told you, few things are made at Madrid, Idlenefs reigns too 
much there. 
= There are no goodPainters in this City; the greateft part of 
thofe that draw, are not of this Country; they are either Hem- 
mings, Italians, or French, which come and fettle here ; but yet 
they do not grow rich, for Money does not come and move in 
the circle of Trade. For my part, | muft needs fay, I never 
faw lefs ftirring. My Kinfwoman receives pretty confiderable 
Sums all in Quarto’s 3 it is Copper Money, and as nafty as our 
Doubles ; but as bad as ’tis, yet it comes out of the Royal Trea- 
fares: itis deliver’d by Weight (for how is’t poflible to count 
fuch forry ftuff) and Men bring it upon their Backs in great 
matted Bafkets. When thefe fort of Payments come, the whole 
- Houle is employ’d for eight days together, in taking an Ac- 
compt of thele Quarto’s. Jn three or four thoufand Crowns, 
there are not a hundred Piftoles either in Gold or Silver. 
They have here great numbers of Slaves, which are bought 
_and fold at great Kates 5 thefe are Meors and Turks; there are 
fome of them worth four or five hundred Crowns ; heretofore 
they had power of Life and Death over them; a Patron pis 
\ ee ave 
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have kill’ 4 his Slave as he might have kill’d his Dog, but it was 

thought that thele Barbarities did not agree with'the Maxims 
of the Chriftian Religion, and now that Praëtice isforbid, but 
yet they beat them ‘till they cripple them, without ever being 
call’d to an account for’t. It’s true, there are few Mafters that 
are thus fevere; and if a Man happens to love his Female Slave, 
and fhe grants his Defires, fhe becomes immediately Free. As 
to the other Doinefticks, it would be fomewhat dangerous to 
_ufe them ill. They pretend for the moft part, to be of as good 
Families as the Mafters they ferve : and if they fhould be a- 
bus’d, they would be ina Capacity to revenge themfelves, 
either by treacheroufly Murdering, or Poifoning of them : there 
are many Examples of this, They fay, that a Man ought not 
to infult over them, becaufe they are poor; and tho’ they are 
reduc’d to ferve, yet they have not renounc’d their Honour; 
and that they would forfeit it, if they fhould take Blows from 
any body whatever, ee 

The Beggars are even proud; ad when they ask an Alms,it 
is in an imperious and domineering way ; if one refufes them, 
it muft be done civilly, in faying to them, Cavallero, perdone, , 
ufted no tanga Moneda ; that is, Pardon me, Cavallero, 1 have no 
Money. If you give them a rough Denial, they'll begin to 
argue with you, and undertake to prove to you, that you do 
nor deferve the Eftate God has blefs'd you with, and will ne- 
ver let you alone; but if one {peaks courteoufly to them, they 
feem well enough content, and defift. 

The Spaniards are naturally gentle and kind ; they marry 
their Slaves : but if one Slave with another, the Children they | 
have are not free, but like their Fathers, are fubject to the Pa- 
tron; butif thefeChildren marry, their Iffue fhall not be Slaves. 
And foitisifa Woman Slave marry a Free-man, their Chil- 
dren follow the Condition of their Father. One is mighty well 
ferv'd by thefe unhappy Wretches, they are far more diligent, . 
Jaborious, and humble than other Servants. There are few of 
them that will change their Religion. Ihave one that is not 
above nine Years old; fhe is as black as Jett, and would be 
reckon’din her own Country a wonderful Beauty, for her Nofe 
is quite flat, her Lips prodigioufly thick, her Eyes of a white 
and red colour, and her Teeth admirable in Europe as well as 
in Africa, She underftands not a word of any other Language, 
than herown. Her Name is Zayde ; we have got her baptiz'd. 
‘This young Chriftian has been fo us’d to throw off her white 
Mantle, and to be quite naked when fhe was expos’d to Sale, 
that I have had much ado to hinder her from doing fo now ; 

an 
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and t’other day, when we had a great deal of Company, Ifent 

for her ; andtruly Mrs. Zaydewas pleas’d to appear betore them. 
all with her little black Body as naked as fhe was born. I am 
refolv’dto have her whip’d to make her know that this fort of 
fafhion does not pleafe me; for there is no other wayto make 

her underftand. Thofe that fold her to me, told me fhe was 
a Gitl of Quality ; and the poor Child will come often and fall 
down on her Knees before me, hold her Hands together, cry 
and point towards her Country. I would willingly fend her 
thither, if fhe could there be a Chriftian ; but this umpoflibi- 

lity obliges me to keep her. I would fain underftand her; for I 

believe fhe is witty, all her Aëtions fhew it. She dances after 

her Fafhion, and ’tis fo pleafantly, that fhe makes us very metry. 

[make her wear white Patches,withwhich fheis mightily taken. 
She is drefs’d as they are at Morocco, that is, with a fhort Gown 
almoft without any plaits, great Shift-fleeves of fine Cloth, 
ftriped with different Colours, like thofe of our Bohemians or 
Gypfiess a pair of Stays, which are only made of a flip of Crim- 
{on Velvet with a Gold ground, and are made faft at the fides 
with Silver Buckels and Buttons, and a Mantle of very fine 
white woollen Stuff,very large and long, inwhich fhe wrapsher 
felf, and with one corner of it'covers her Head. ‘This drefs 

is handfome enough ; her {hort Hair, which looks like Wool, . 
is cut in feveral Places ; on each fide like-a Halfmoon, on the 
Crown, a Circle, and before, a Heart ; fhe coft me twenty 
Piftoles. My Daughterhas made her Governefs of her Mur-0- 
fet 5 it is the little Monkey which the Archbifhop of Burgos 
prefented to her. I do affure you, that Zayde and the Marmo- 
fet are well met, and underftand one another very well. 

But to come to other things. Here’s arriv’d a Man that has 
been fetched from the fartheft parts of Galicia 5 he is fuch a 
Saint, that he has done many Miracles, as ’tis pretended. The 
Marchionefs de los Velos, heretofore Governefs of the King, was 
like to die, and fhe fent to have him come in ail haft; but 
they were fo long upon the Journey, that fhe was well again 
before he came. It was known what dayhe would arrive, and 
while fhe was then expeéting him, Don Fernand de Toledo, who 
is her Nephew, and had not feen her fince his return from 
Flanders, becaufe of her having been fick, knowing that fhewas 
then much better, happen’d to go to her Houfe much about the 
time the Saint of Galicia was to be there. The Marchionets’s 
People feeing him, and not knowing him at all, (for he had 
_ been abfent feveral years) without confidering that there were 
few Men of his Age, and Looks, fo happyas to work Miracles, 

concluded 
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concluded, at firft fight, that he was the Saint. ‘Immediately 
they threw open the great Door,and rung the BeH for the fig- 
nal, as the Marchionefs had ordered them. All the Duennas and 
the Maids came to receive him, with every one a Wax Candle 


in her Hand. Several of them fell upon their Knees,and would 


not let him ftir till be had given them his Bleffing. Hethought 
they made a Fool of him, to give him {uch a reception; he. 


knew not whether he was bewitched, or whether he dream’d ; | 


and do what he could, he could not perfwade himfelf that all 
this was real. It was to no purpofe to talk to them, they mind- 


ed him not at all,ithe noife and the crowd was fo great; they 


brought their Beads to touch him ; and thofe that were far off 
him,threw them at his Head, with a hundred Medals faften’d 
to them. The moft zealous began to cut his Cloak and his 
Cloaths, and now his fear began to be very great, left through 
a defireto multiply his Relicks, they fhould cut him to pieces. 
The Marchionefs de los Velos, who was carried between four in 
a great Elbow Chair, came to meet the Holy Man ; and truly 
when fhe perceived the miftake, and faw it was her Nephew, 
fhe fell a laughing fo loud and fo long, that fhe far exceeded 
the ftrength every body thought fhe had. When he came 


from her Houfe, he came to fee us, all torn, and juft as the. 


devout People had left him. 

Ifhould tell you, that all ismighty private and retired inthis 
Court. But here’s the way and manner how fome particular 
Pesfons live. In the Morning as foon as they are up, they 
drink Water cooled with Ice, and prefently after Chocolate. 


When Dinner time iscome, the Mafter fits down to Table, his, 
Wife and Children, as I have already obferv’d, eat upon the. | 


Floornearthe Table. ‘This is not done out of re{pect, as they 
tell me, but the Women cannot fit upon a Chair, they are not 
accuftomed to it, and there are feveral ancient Sram:fh Wo- 
men who never fat upon one in their whole Life. ‘They make 
a light meal, for they eat little Flefh. The beft of their foodare 
Pidgeops, Pheafants, and their Oho’s,which are excellent. But 
she greateit Lord has not brought to his Table above two Pid- 
eons, and fome very bad Ragouff, full of Garlick and Pepper ; 
And-after that fome Fennel and a little Fruit. When this little 
Dinner is over, every one in the Houfe undrefs themfelves,and 
li¢ down upon their Beds, upon which they lay Spani/h Lea- 
fher-Skins for coolnefs. Atthis time you fhall not find a Soul 
inthe Streets. The Shopsare fhut,all the’ Trade ceas’d,andit looks 
as if every body were dead. At two a Clock in the Winter, 
and .at four in the Summer, they begin to drefs themfelves a- 

ean, 
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gain, then eat Sweet-meats, drink either fome Chocolate, or 
Waters cool d in Ice, and afterwards every body goes where 
they think fit ; and indeed they tarry out till eleven or twelve 
a Clock at Night :1 fpeak of People that live regularly. Then 
the Husband and Wifego toBed; agreat Table-cloth is {pread 
all over the Bed, and each faftens it under their Chin. The He 
and She Dwarfs ferve up Supper, whichis as frugal as the Din- 
ner; for it is either a Phealant Hen made into a Ragouft, or 
Some Paftry bufinefs, which burns the Mouth, it is fo excel- 
fively pepper d. ‘The Lady drinks her belly full of Water, 
and the Gentleman very {paringly of the Wine ; and when 

Supper is ended, each goes to fleep as well as they can. 
The unmarried, or thofe who obferve but few rules with their 
Wives, after they have been taking the Air in the Prado, where, 
in Summer, they go half naked in their Coaches, [ mean, 
when ’tis dark, they get a light Supper, mount their Horfes, 
and take a Footman behind them. ‘They do this that they may 
not lofe him; for going in the darkeft Night through fo many 
Streets very quick, how fhould a Footman be able to turn and 
wind, and follow his Mafter ? But they arealfo afraid of being 
affiulted behind ; the Footman, having no other ‘care than to 
look about him, is, as it were, the Centinel, and ready to defend 
his Matter. There may be fome that will do this; but moft 
of them in fuch cafes ran away, for they are not ftout. This 
nocturnal Ramble is upon the Ladies account. They then vifit 
them, and to gainan Empire, they would not neglect that op- 
porcunity. They talk to them through the Lettices of their 
Windows. Sometimes they go into their Gardens ; and when 
they can, into their Chambers. Their Paffion is fo violent, that 
they'll look the greateft danger in theface. They'll go to the 
very place where the Husband fleeps ; and i have been told, that 
they'll fee one another years together, without daring to {peak 
one word, for fear of being heard. They are ignorant in France 
what ‘tis to love at the rate thefe People are {aid to love. And 
not to mention the cares, the earneft defires, the nicety, and 
the devoting of themfelves up even to Death, (for the Husband 
and the Relations give no quarter) thatwhich Ladmure, 1s their 
Fidelity and Secrefy. It is never known, that a Cavallero 
boats of having receiv'd Favours from a Lady. They {peak of 
their Miftrefles with fo much refpect and value, as if they were 
their Sovereigns. And on the other hand, thefe Ladies never 
_… defire to oblige anyother than their Gallants. They are entirely 
taken up with him, and although they cannot fee him in the 
day time, yet they have opportunity to employ feveral hours 
about 
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about him, either in writing to, or {peaking of him with fome: 
he Friend who is privy to the Intrigue; or elfe th waiting all 


the day long, and looking through their Lettices to fee him 
go by. Ina word, upon all that I have been told about thefe 
Matters, [ can eafily believe, that Love had its Birth in Spain. 
Whilft the Cavallero’s are with their Miftrefles, their Foot- 
men look after their Horfes ar fome diftance from the Houfe ; 


but there are very often unpleafant Mifchanceshappen to them 5, 


for there being no neceflary places in their Houfes, all Night 
long they throw that out of their Windows, which Decency 
hinders me from naming to you; fo that the amorous Spani- 
ard who goes filently along the Street, is many times in a 
natty condition from Head to Foot ; and theugh at his coming 
out he was curioufly perfum’d, yet he is forc’d to return as 
faft as he can to change his Cloaths. This is one of the great- 
_ eft Inconveniencies in this City, and which renders it fo ftink- 
ing and filthy, that in the Morning, one can hardly pafs along 
the Streets. [fay in the Morning; for the Air is here fo fubtle 
and hot, that all this naftinefs is confumed before Noon. 
When a Horfe, or any other Anima! dies, they throw him into 
the Street where he happens to be, though it were before the 
Palace-Gate, and the next day you'll find him reduc’d to duft. 
‘They are perfwaded, that if they did not throw out their 
Filth and Carrion in this manner into their Streets, Madrid 
would not be long without the Plague ; and it never is there. 

But befides thofe ways that I have mention’d, that Gallants 
have to fee their Miftreffes, they have yet others ; for the La- 


dies vifit one another frequently, and their is nothing more 


eafie for them than to wear a Veil, and by the back door go in- 


° ‘ ° h Apis { 
toa Chair, and be carried where they will. And this is the more | 


practicable, becaufe all the Women agree to keep one ano- 
ther’s Secrets inviolably. Let there be what difference there 


will amongit them,and let them be never fo angry one againft | 


another, yet they never open their Lips to make the leaft Dif- 
covery. ‘Their Difcretion cannot be fufficiently praifed. It is 
true indeed, the confequences would be more fatal if they 
did otherwife, fince they make nothing here of murthering 
upon a bear Sufpicion. 

After this manner, the Ladies make their Vifits to one ano- 
ther. You muft nor go to fee your Friend when you haye a 
mind,you muft tarry till you are defired to come, and the Lady 

‘that has a mind to be vifited, writes a Letter in the Morning, 
andinvites you. Youare carried in a Chair, which is extream 
large every way ; and that they may be the lighter, they arr 

made 
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made only of a thin Stuff hung upon a wooden Frame : thefe 
Stuffs are always mix’d with Gold and Silver,andare very richs 
they have in them three great Glaffes ; and the T'op is made of 
very thin Leather, lin’d as the reft ; and it opens upwards, that 
fo one may go in and out very conveniently. To every Chair 
there are four Bearers, whichrelieve one añother ; anda Foot- 
mancarries the Hat of the foremoft; for let be it what Weather 
it will, he muft not be cover’d before his Miftrefs. The Lady is 
fet as faft inher Chair, as a Diamond Stone ina Ring. She et 
ther wears no Mantle or Veil then; or if fhe does, it has a black 
Englifo Lace fet on it, half an Ell deep, very fine anddear. This 
is becoming enough. She has alfo a Coach with four Mules in 
thofe long Traces I have formerly mention’d, which follows 
foftly after the Chair, that is commonly fill’d with old Gentle- 
men Ufhers, and five or fix Pages, for every body has thefe; my 
Banker’s Wife has two. The Ladies never take any of their 
Women with them; and tho’ feveral of them are going to the 
{ame place, yet they each of themtake a Chair to themfelves, 
and do not go together in any one of their Coaches. I hap- 
pen’d t’other day, to bein a flop there was in a Street, and there 
came by me fitryChairs, and asmany Coaches one after ano- 
ther; they came out of the Dutchef de Frias’s, and went tothe 
Dutchefs de Uzeda’s Houfe. I'll tell you why they went thither, 
when I have firft told you, that when tle Lady is come to her 
Houfe whom fhe goesto vifit, the Chairmen carry her as far as 
the Antichamber: the Stairs are made purpofely very wide and 
low, for the greater eafe. Asfoon as fhe is fet down, fhe fends 
away all her People and her Coach, and appoints them what 
Hour to come and fetch her home, which is ufually between 
ten and eleven a clock, for their Vifits are long enough to tire 
the greateft Patience. 

There never come any Men where they are met ; a jealous 
Husband would have little to do, tofeek his Wife among them; 
he would be laught at, and they would not vouchfafe to give 
him any other Satisfaction, than telling him, That foe is where be 
is dot. ‘The good Women are cunning enough, and they make 

‘ufe of this Liberty. For you muft know every Houfe has its. 
back-doors, by which they can fteal out, and never be feen. Be- 
fides this, every one has a Brother at her Sifter’s, a Son at her 
Mother’s,ora Nephew ather Aunt’s; and this is anotherpretence 
they make ufe of to fee their Lover. Love in this Country 1s 
very ingenious; nothing is neglected to gratify their Paflion, 

and the Miftrefs meets with Fidelity, There are Intrigues that 
lait one’s Life, and yet there has not been a Hour’s time loft to 
| | accom- 
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accomplifh them ; all Opportunities are improv’d, and there? 
needs no more after feeing, and liking one another. | 

I was fome Days ago at the Marchionefs d’ Alcannizas’s ; fhe’ss 
one of the greateft and moft virtuous Ladies of the Court. Dif-- 
courfing of thefe things, fhe very freely faid tous, I muft needs: 
confefs, that if a Cavallero fhould be conveniently alone with me? 
half an hour,and did not afk me all thata Man could afk,l fhould! 
refent it fo brifkly, that Iwould ftab him if Tcould. And would! 
you grant him all the Favours he might afk you, interrupted! 
the Marchionefs de Liche, who is young, and handfome? "'hatt 
does not follow, reply’d my Lady d’ Alcannizas : on the con-- 
trary, I have reafon to believe, that I fhould grant him nothing; 
at all; but then, I could not reproach him with any thing 55 
whereas, if he made no Attempt upon me, I fhould conclude: 
he defpis’d me. There are few, I believe, but what are off 
the fame Opinion in this matter. 

There’s one thing I find very odd, and not to look well, me— 
thinks, in a Caiholick Kingdom ; and that is, the tolerating off 
Men, that keep Miftreffes fo openly, without the leaft Difgusfe.. 
It is very true that they are forbid by the Laws,but they value nott 
them, andonly obey their own Inclinations, and yet no body 
offers to call themto anaccount, or to reprove them in the leatt:. 
Thefe Miftreffes are call’d Amancebades 3 tho’ a Man is marry’), 
yet he muft have one of thefe Creatures, and often the zaturav' 
Children are brought up with the legitimate, in the Sight of thee 
poor Wife, who patiently bears all this, without fo much ass 

peaking a Word. It is very feldom one hears of any Differencess 
between Husband and Wife ; and yet feldomer, that they e-- 
parate, as in France. Of an infinite number of Perfons that Il 
know here, Ihave only feen the Princefs Duella Rocea, who does 
not live with her Husband, but in a Convent : the Courts off 
Juftice are not much troubled with domeftick Quarrels. 

It feems extraordinary tome, that a Lady who loves,and is be-- 
lov’d by a Cavallero, is not jealous of his 4mancebade 5 fhe look: 
upon her as a fecond Wife, and believes fhe cannot ftand in com» 
petition with her,fothata Manhas his Wife, his Amancebade, ancd 
his Miftre/s. Thislaftis generally a Perfon of Quality:’tis fhe than 
_ is vifited in the Night, and for whom they venture their Livess 

It happens fometimes that a Ladycover’d withhergreat plait 
Mantle or Veil, and not fhewing any more of her Face than hall 
anEye, and being ordinarily drefs’d; becaufe fhe would not be 
known, and having no mind to take a Chaix, walksa foot to the 
place of Rendezvous; either her being little us’d to walk, or vee 
ry often, her manner and way diftinguishes her ; a Cavallero foll 
lows, and begins to talk to her : uneafy to have a Companion 

whicki 
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which it is hard to get ridof, fheaddreffes her felf to the firft — 
fhe meets; ‘and without farther difcovery of her felf, I conjure 
you, fays fhe to him, to hinder this importunate Man to follow 
me any longer,hisCuriofity may injure my Affairs. This Requeft 
amounts toa Comniand witha brave Spaniard: he afks him againft 
whom the Lady complains, why he will prefs upon heragainft 
her Mind? and if he meets with an obftinate Perfon, the Sword 
muft be drawn, and fometimes they kill each other, without 
knowing for whom they have expos’d themfelves. In themean 
while, the Lady makes the beft of her way, leaves them fighting 
together, and goes where fhe’s expected. But the Jeftis, that 
very often this proves either to be the Husband, or the Brother 
that afferts her Caufe, and by defending her from the Purfuit 
of the Inquifitive, gives her an Opportunity to enjoy the Em- 
braces of her Gallant. \ 5 

Some time ago, a young Lady,who dearly lov’d her Husband, 
being inform’d that he did not live fo regularly as he fhould, 
difguis’d her felf,put on her Veil,and ftandingin a Street he us’d 
often to pais through, fhe {py’d him, and gave him an Opportu- 
nity to fpeak to her. After he had accoited her, fhe began to 
thou him; and "tis commonly in this familiar way that the Wo- 

men in this Country make known their Inclinations. He madea 
Propofal to her, which fhe accepted, but upon condition, thathe 
fhould not be defirous either to fee her or know who fhe was: 
he promis’d he would not, and fo led herto a Friend of his. At 
their parting he affur’d her, that he thought himfelfthe happieft 
of Men, and that Fortune hadnever been fo kind te himbefores 
and then gave hera very fine Ring,and begg’d her to keep it for 
his fake. Dll keep and love it dearly, and will meet thee here 
again when thou wilt, fays fhe to him, for I had as good have 
thy Jewels asanother. When fhe had ended thefe Words, fhe, 
open’d her Veil,and the Husband feeing twas his Wife, was in 
the greateit Confufion imaginabie at his Adventure. But he 
confider’d, that fince fhe had fo well contriv’d the Matter as 
to get out of her Houle to watch him, fhe might alfo find 
a way to play him fome other Trick lefs pleafunt : and there- 
fore to be fecure of her, he appointed two Duexnas conftantly 
to lock after her, and they never after lett her. 
It happens alfo fometimes, that when a Man’s Houfe is not 
. near the Place, where by chance he meets his Miftrefs, he goes 
without Ceremony into the next he comesat, whetherhe is ac- 
quainted there orno:he civilly intreats the Matter tolet him have 
a Room to himfelf, becaufe he has nowan Opportunity to dif- 
‘courfe with a Lady,which if he lofes, he fhall not have the like 
in à long time. This is enough to make the Matter grant an Ac- 
| ‘ commodation 
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comodation to the Gallant and his Miftrefs; and fometimes, £ 
affure you, ‘tis the very Wife of the Fool that goes away fo 
kindly. In a word, they will venture ftrangely for an Opportu- 
nity of feeing each other, tho’ but for a quarter of an Hour. 

I remember a French Lady, difcourfing ofa certain Man toone 
of her Friends, faid, Shew me an amorous Man, andl’ll foew you one 
ruin’d. This Maxim is verify’d here, more than in any Place in 
the World. A Lover, or a Gallant, has nothing that hecan call 
his own. Itisno matter whether fhe ether fees, or has a real 
-. Occafion for a thing, ’tis fufficient if fhe does but barely defire 
it. They are never deny’d any thing. And the manner ot giving | 

‘it enhances their Liberality. I find them nothing near fo, 
amicable as our French Men. But ’tis faid, they know how to: 
love at a greater rate. Befides, their Behaviour is a thoufand - 
times more refpectful; nay this extends fo far, that when a Man, 
let him be of what Quality he will, prefents any thing, or gives: 
a Letter to a Lady, he kneels upon one Knee ; and he does 
the fame, when he receives any thing from her Hand. 

I faid I would tell you, why fo many Ladies went to the Dut-- 
chefs de Uzeda’s. She is veryamiable, and Daughter to the Duke: 
de Offuna: Her Husband has had a Quarrel with the Prince de: 
Stillano, about a Lady, which they both love. They drew their: 
- Swords, and ’tis like to be an ill Bufinefs. The King has caus’d 
them to be arrefted, that is, they are not made Prifoners, but: 
he has confin’d them to their Houfes; unlefs they privately go» 
abroad in the Night, to purfue their ufual amorous Pleafures.. 
And thatwhich is ftrange, the poor Wife muft not fet her Foot: 
out of Door,aslong as her Husband is under thefe Confinements, , 
tho’ it is almoft conftantly, for fome piece of Infidelity he iss 
guilty of towards her. Andit is thefame alfo, if they be banifh’d » 
or fent to remain upon fome of their own Eftates in theCountry,, 
which frequently happens. In allthe time of their Abfence,, 
their Wives keep Houfe, without.fo much as once going abroad.. 
I have been told, that the Dutchefs de Offuza was a Prifonerr 
after thistmanner, for above two Years. ‘This is the Cuftom,, 
but it makes one’s Life very dull and tedious. 

But’tis not only theSpani/o Ladies, who are fo tir’d and uneafy; 
here, the French find but little Diverfion. We arein few Dayss 
to go to Aranjuas and Toledo to kifs the Queen Mother’s Hand.. 
Vl write you, dear Coufin, the Particulars of that {mall Jour-- 
ney.. Andi wifh, with all my Soul, I were ina Condition to? 
give you more effential marks of my Affection. 

From Madrid this 25¢b 

- of July, 1679. 

LETTER 


\ " 
The Lady's Travels into Spains © a Me 
5 à \ ; | | | 


Pen Te RR, 


À 


VY my laft Letter, I told you, dear Coufin, that we were to 
kifs the Queen Mother’s Hand. I have had this ‘Honour ;° 
but before I conduct you thither, give me leave to tell you 
of fomething elfe. I would not go trom Madrid’till I had teen 
the Entry of the Marquefs de Villars. He made it on horfe- 
back, whichis the Cuftom here; and ifa Man be handfome,itis 
very advantageous to him. When the Venetian Embaflador 
fnade his, it was happy for him that he was not in his Coach = © 
he had one that was worth twelve thoufand Crowns, which in — 
going from his Houfe was overturn’d ; and as it was in Winter, 
the Maree (which is a nafty black Dirt that ftands in great 
Puddles in the Streets, and through which a Horfe goes up to 
his Girts) fo {poi’'d the Velvet with a Gold ground, and the 
sich Embroidery it was fet off with, that it.could never ferve 
again. I thought it ftrange, that for fuch ufual. Sights as 
thefe Entries are, the Ladies fhould all be in their Balconies 
in their rich Apparel, and with the fame Earneftnefs as-if it 
was to fee the greateft King upon Earth ; but they have fo 
Tittle Liberty, that they are glad to embrace all Occafions to’, 
fhew themfelves; and as their Lovers and Gallants hardly 
ever fpeak to them, fo they take care to place their Coaches, 
as neat their Miftreffes Balcony as theycan, that fo they may 
the more eafily difcourfe with them by their Eyes and their 
Fingers. This 1s a Practice that is very ufeful to them for the 
underftanding one another’s Minds, and they do it more rea- 
dily than with their Voice. This filent Language feems to 
be very difficult, unlefs one were long us’d to it; but they 
are early acquainted with it. About two days fince, I faw a 
Girl of about fix years old, and a Boy of the tame Age, 
‘which underflood by this way to tell one another a thoufand 
pretty things. Don Frederick de Cardonne, who obferv’d them, | 
as wellas I, but underftood them far better, explain’d to me 
every thing they faid. And if he did notadd to the Dif- 
courfe of thefe two Children, one muft needs confefs, thatin 
this Country, they are born for Love and Courtfhip. _ | 
The Marchionefs de Palacio, the Mother. of Don Ferrand de | 
Toledo, is oné of my Kinfwoman’s beft Friends, Shehas a fine 
Houle call’d kari¢a, upon the Banks of Xanania ; and ee 
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this Lady is now very old, yet fhe never was there, notwith-— 


flanding it is but eight Leagues from Madrid. It is not look’d 
upon in this Country to be according to Grandeur to go vifit 
their Lands, except they lie in fome Principality, or fome City, 
and then they ee by the Name oftheir State. I chid this 
Lady forher Carelefnefs; and my Kinfwoman engag’d her to 
make one, in the Company of her Daughter Donna Marçueretta, 
whois a little Woman, pale, fat, and fair : thefe three Qualities 
are equally rare here, and fhe’s admir’d by every body that fees 
her. ‘The young Marchionefs de la Rofa would allo be of our 
Company: her Husband, with Don Fernand de Toledo, Don San- 
che Samiento, and Efteve de Carvaial went on horfeback. Doz 
Frederick de Cardonne would not have fail’d of being there too, 
had not the Archbifhop of Burgos writ for him in all haft to 
come to him. When he told it me; I defir’d him to gofee the 
fair Marchionefs de los Rios, alias Huelcas. 1 gave him a Letter 
for her, in which I tax’d her with her Silence, and defir’d to 
know particularly how all things went. We fet forward in two 
Coaches, the 6th of Auguft, at ten a clock at Night, in the fineft 
Weather that could be: the Heats were fo exceflive,that unlefs 
one would venture their Lives,it was impoflible to travel in the 
day-time; but the Nights are cool, and the Coaches are in 
the Summer all open. The Sides of the Coach were turn’d up 
quite round with fine large Holland Courtains, trim’d with 
fine Englifh Bone-lace, and ty’d with Knots of colour’d Rib- 
band, and as es often change them, they look very neat. 
We went fo fwift, that I was almoft dead with fear, leaft 


fomething about our Coach fhould break. For it is certain,that | 


we might have been all kill’d a hundred times over, before the 
Coach-man would have known any thing of the Matter.I fancy 
they run fo to make amends for their flow going in Madrid; 


for even the Foot-pace of the Mules is tooquick there, becaufe 
of theill Pavement, the Holes, the Dirt in Winter, and the - 
Duft in Summer, with which the Streets are extreamly troubled. , 


‘The Marchionefs de Palacios wore a little Hat trim’d with 
Feathers, according to the Mode of the Spanifh Ladies when 


they gointo the Country. The Marchionefs de la Rofa look’d | 


very pretty in her fhort clofe Coat, ftrait Sleeves, and her o- 
ther Ornaments ; upon fight of which, we cry’d out, that we 
thought her muy bizzara, and muy de gela, that is, very gallant 
and very fplendid, Vi 

Ir was very odd, methinks, that thefe Ladies fhould oblige us | 
in three feveral Places upon the Road to alight out of our: 
Coach, and hear the Marchionefs de la Rofa’s two Gentlemen | 


play 
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play upon the Gittar, whom it feems they brought on pur- 
pofe; and it waspretty comical to fee thefe Blades gallop with 
their Gittars hanging behind their Backs. This ordinary Con- 
fort of Mufick was neverthelefs ravifhing to them, and they 
were extreamily charm’d with the pleafantnefs of the Country, 
in fo fine a Night. Indeed, I never faw Women fo infinitely 
fatisty'd. We arriv’d at Aranjuas about five a clock inthe 
Morning, and I was amaz’d at its wonderful Situation. Half a 
League on this fide the Tagus, we pafs’d over a wooden Bridge, 
which is made to fhut up: and after that, we came into fome 
Walks of Elm and Lime Trees, which were fo high, green, and 
fhady, that the Heat of the Sun is never felt: It is an extraor- 
dinary thing to find; fo near Madrid, Trees fo perfe& in their 
kind, for the Soil is very barren, and they will not gtow there ; 
but yet near 4ranjuas, one cannot perceive this Defeét I {peak 
of, for all along the Walks, and near the Trees, there are lit- 
tle Pits and Trenches made; into which the Water of the Tagus, 
runs and moiftens the Roots of the Trees. Thefe Avenues are 
fo long, that when one is in the Middle, one cannot fee to the 
End of “em. Several Alleys come into thefe, and every way 
_make the perfect figure of a Star. Peoplewalk on the Banks 
of the Tagus and Xamara, which are two famous Rivers that 
environ the Ifland in which Aranjuas ftands,and which fupplies 
‘it with Water, and extreamly contributes to its Beautifulnefs. 
To fpeak truly, I never faw a more delightful Place. I muft 
_confefs the Gardens are too clofe, and feveral of their Alleys 
too narrow, but yet it ravifhes one to walk there ; and at our 
coming into them, I fancy’d my felf in fome enchanted Palace. 
The Morning was cool ; every where the Birds made a fweet 
Melody, and the Waters a pleafant murmuring Noife: the 
Trees and Hedges were loaden with excellent Fruit, and the 
 Parterres were cover'd with moft odoriferent Flowers; and I en- 
joy’d allthis in moft pleafant Company. We had an Order from 
Don John to be lodg’d in the Caftle; do that the Alcade receiv’d — 
us with great Civility, and was very careful to fhew us every 
thing, that was the moft remarkable. The Fountains are in 
that number, and there aré fo very many of them, that it is 
impoflible to pafs through an Alley, to go into an Arbor, or 
upon a Parterre or T'erras, without taking notice of five or fix 
with brazen Statues, and marble Bafins : the Spouts throw up 
their Water to a vaft heighth, they are not fed from Springs, 
but from the Tagus. Amongt others PH give you an Account of 
the Fountain of Diana : it {tands upon an Afcent, from whence 
itis feeh at a great diftance: The Goddefs is in the midi, en- 
2 viron’d 
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viron’d with Bucks, Does, and Dogs, and every one of their 
fpouts out Water. A little lower, isa circle of Myrrb, cut int 
fevéral fafhions, and little Cupids peeping out half way, who 
throw the Water againft thofe Animals which and about the 
Fountain. The Mountain of Parnaflus raifes up its Head in the: 
midit of a great Pond, with Apollo, the Mu/es, Pegafus’s Horfe, 
and a Fall of Water which reprefents the River of. Helicon. 
Out of a Rock there iffues a thoufand feveral Spouts of 
Water, fome lancing out, others winding in and out like a. 
Serpent, upon the Surface of the Pond ; fome gliding gently, 
and others, either falling like Flowers in the Air, or elfe like 
Rain. The Fountain of Ganymedes : isalfo very pretty this beaut 
tiful Child fitting upon Fupicer’s Eagle, feems trighted with its 
Flight ; the Bird fits on the top of a Pillar with its Wings 
fpread; he throws out the Water by his Beak and his Tallons. 
The Fountain of Mars is near this. ‘That of the Harpies is fine: 
they are placed upon very high Marble Pillars ; at the four Cor- 
ners they throw out Water every way ; they feem to have a 
mind to drown a little Youth who fits in the middle of the 

’ Fountain, picking a Thorn out of his Foot. But the moft 
pleafant of allis, the Fountainof Love; this little God feems 
to rife with his Body all full of Darts, from every one of which, 
comes out a Spout of Water : the three Graces fit at theFeet 
of the God of Love. But that which is moft extraordinary,. 
is, the Water which falls from four high Trees like Fountains, 
whofe Noife is very delightful and furprizing, it not being. 
natural for Water to come out of Trees. 

I fhould be afraid to tire you, did I undertake to tell youthe 
vaft number of Cataracts, Falls, and Fountains of Water which: 
I have feen here; I will only in general affure you, that it is a 
Place worthy the Cufiofity and Attention of every body. At 
eight a clock the Sun began to be toohot, and fome went into- 
the Houfe, which comes far fhort of that Beauty it fhould | 
have, juftly to anfwer all the other things. And whentheKing 
goes there, thofe that attend him are fo ill accommodated with 
Lodging, that either he muft be contented to go there in all 
hafte, and keep his Courta little, or elfe to go as far as Toledo, 
for there are only two bad Inns,and a very few private Houfes, | 
If we had not taken care before hand for Provifions, even of 
Bread, [ am confident we had raet with none, unlefs the A/cade- 
would have given us fome of his. And by the way, Pll inform 
you the Difference there’s between the Alcade and Alcaldey that 
{o you may not confound them ; the firft fignifies the Gover- 
nor of.a Caftle or Place, and the other a Serjeant. Sans 

the! 
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the moft curious Pictures are at the Efcurial ; yet I found fome 
“excellent ones in the King’s Apartment at Aranjuas: it is fur- 
‘nifh’d according to the Seafon we are now in,thatis to fay, the 
Walls are all white,have only a Matt that is very fine and thin, 
about three Foot deep, with tome Looking-Glaffes and Pictures. 
In this Building there are divers little Courts, which take from 
the Grace of it. We eat our Breakfait all together, and they 
perfwaded me to eat fome of a Fruit the call Pumento, which 
is as long as one’s Finger, but as hot as Pepper, theleait.bit of 
which puts one’s Mouth ina Flame; they let it lie fteeping in 
“Vinegar and Salt to get out the Virtue. This Fruit is brought 
into Sbain growing upon a Plant ; and I never faw any of it in 
other Countries where I have been. We had an Olio, fome 
Ragoufts made of cold Partridges,with Oyl, Canary Wine, fat 
Pullet, and Pidgeons, which are excellent here, and allo feveral 
forts of Fruit,which was extraordinary fair. When thisRepait, 
which was worth a Dinner, was ended, we went to Bed, and 
went not a walking ‘till about feven a clock in the Evening. 
“The Charms of this Place were asnew to me, as if [had notfeen 
them in the Morning ; but particularly, I {till admir'd the Si- 
tuation, which indeedravifhes, on what Side foever one turns 
one’s Eyes. The King is there,with halfa dozen of his Guards 
in great Safety, becaufe there’s no getting at him but over 
‘ Bridges, which are all drawn up; andthe Xamara, which in 
this Place {wells the Waters of Tucus, fortifies 4ranjuas. After 
we had walk’d till ten a clock at Night, we came back into a 
great Hall, pav’d with Marble, and fupported with Pillars of 
the fume. It was all enlighten’d with divers branch’d Candle- 
flicks, and Don Ejteve de Carvaial had privately got thither fe- 
veral Muficians, which were a pleafant fort of Surprize to us 5 
at leaft the Spanifh Ladies and my Kinfwoman were mightily 
delighted with them. For my part, L thought they {ung too 
much in the Throat; and Divifions and Shakes were fo long, 
that they were tedious; not but-that their Voices are good 5 
but their manner of finging is not good 5 and generally the 
greateft part in Spain do not fing as theydo in France and Italy. 
When Supper was done, we went to the great Canal, where 
there’s a {inall Galeon painted and gilt. We went aboard her, 
and tarry’d ’till two a clock in the Morning, and then we fet 
forward on our way to Toledo. 

I took notice,when we came out of Aranjuas, that the Ground 
was all Heath and Ling, and yet the Air was perfum’d with 
wild and Mother Thyme, with which thefe Plains were all ca- 
yer’d, They told me there were a great many Rabbets, $228, 
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Does, and Fallow Deer ; but it was not then their time to ap-- 
pear. Our Converfation was for fome time general ; and for: 
two Leagues together from Aranjuas, 1 did not fpeak one: 
word to Dow Fernand, tho’ he fat juft clofe by me. But being | 
willing to employ the time, in thoroughly informing my {elf 
about all the particulars of the cruel Inguifition, which he had 


promis’d to acquaint me with, I defired him to let me know 


fomething of it. | 
The Inguifition, faÿs he, has not been known in Europe, but 
fince the beginning of the Thirteenth Century : before that 


time the Bifhops and Civil Magiftrates enquired after Here-. 


ticks, and either condemn’d them to Banifhment, or to the 


Forfeiture of their Goods and Eftates ; or elfe, to fome other 
Penalties, which never almoft extended to Death. But the 


vait number of Herefies,which appear’d towards the end of the 


Twelfth Age, caus’d that Tribunal to be eftablifh’d. The Pope. 


fent feveral Religions Perfons to.the Catholick Princes and Bi- 
fhops, to exhort them to take an extraordinary Cafe, in the 
Extirpation of Herefies, and to bring obftinate Hereticks to 
Punifhment. And thus things continued till the year 1250. 

In the Year 1251, Innocent IV. authoriz’d the Dominican 
Friars, with the afliftance of the Bi/bops, to take Cognizance 
of thefe fort of Crimes. Clement IV. confirm’d thefe Tribu- 


nalsin the year 1265. Afterward, there were feveral Courts : 


erected in Italy, and in the Kingdoms which were dependants 
of the Crown of rrazon, till fuch time that the Inguifition 


was eftablifh’din the Kingdoms of Caffille, inthe Reignof Fer- 
dinand and Habel; and after that, in Portugal, by King John UI. : 


in the year £55 7. 


© To that time the Izquifirors had a limited Power ; and it was 


often contefted ‘by the Bifbops, to whom the Cognizance of 


Heretical Orimes belong’d. According to the Canons, it was 
contrary to the Rules of -the Church, for Priefts to fentence any 


Criminals to Death, much more for thofe Crimes, which the! 
Civil Laws often punifh’d with far lefs fevere Penalties. But” 
ancient Right yielding to new Power, the Dominican Friars by 
the Pope’s Bulls have been, for thefe two Ages, in Poffeffion of | 
this extraordinary Jurifdiction; from which the Bifhops have. 
been excluded. ‘The Inquifitors now only wanted the Authority !: 


of the Prince, to enable them to execute their Sentences. Be- 

fore Iabella of Caftille came to the Crown, the Dominican, John 
de Torquemada, her Confeflor, and afterwards Cardinal, made 
her promife him to perfecute all Infidels, and Hereticks, as foon 
as it fhould be in her Power to do fo, She prevail’d over Fer+ 


dinand 
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Pope Sixiss IV. to conftitute an Inquifitor General, over the 
Kingdoms of 4rragon and Valentia ; for thefe two Kingdoms 
were his Fee held in Capite. And it is to be noted, that Fer- 
dinand difpofed of the Places in his Eftates; and Ifabel of thofe 
that were in hers. But the Queen got this Place for Torquemada, 
Afterwards the Pope extended his Jurifdiction over all the States 
and Countties of the Cathelick Kings; and then Ferdinand and 
Habel eftablifh’d a Supream Council of the Inguifition, of which 
they made him Prefident. It is compos’d of an Inquifiror Gene- 
ral; (who is nominated by the King of Spain, and confirm’d 
by the Pope) of five Counfellors ; whereof one is to,be a Do- 
‘minican, by a Priviledge granted to this Order, in the year 
1616. by Philip UL. of a Procurator 5 two Secretaries of the 
King’s Chamber ; two Secretaries of the Council ; an Alguazil 
Mair; a Receiver; two Reporters ; and two Qualificatots 
and Confulters. The Number of the Familiars and {mall Of- 
cers is very great ; becaufe all thar belong to the Inquifition 
being not fabject to, or tryable by any other Jurifdiction, 
fhelter themfelves from the ordinary Courts of Juftice. x 
The Supream Council hath a full and fole Authority over the 
other Inquifitions 5 which cannot perform any Auro or Execu- 
tion,without leave from the Great and General Inquifitor. The 
particular  Inguifitors, are thofe of Seville, Toledo, Granada, 
Cordoua, Cuenca, Valladolid, Murcia, Derenno, Logronno, St. James, 
- SaragofJa, Valentia, Barcelona, Majorca, Sardinia, ‘Palermo, Ca= 
navies, Mexico, Cartagena and Lima. 
Every one of thefe Inquifitions 1s compos’d of three Inquifi- 
tors ; three Secretaries 5 one Alguaril Major 3 and of three Re- 
ceivers, Qualificators and Confulters. ° 
"Al Perfons that take any of thefe Employments upon them, 
are oblig’d to make out their Proofs De caufa Limpia 3 that 1s, 
that their Family is not ftain’d with any thing of Fudaifm, or 
Hexe/y ; and that they are Catbolicks from the beginning. — | 
The Proceedings of this Tribunal are very unufual. A Man 
is: Arrefted and lies in Prifon, without knowing the Crime he 
is accus’d of, ot the Witneffes which depofe againft him. He 
_éannot come out thence,unlefs he willown the Fault, of which 
often he is not guilty, and which the defire of Liberty forces 
him to confefs ; for they do not put one to Death for the firit 
time ; but then the Family is marked for Infamy, and this 
fir ft Judgmentmakes the Perfonsunc apableofany Employment. 
| There’s no confronting of Witnefles, nor any means for a 
Man to defend himfelf; becaulethis Tribunal,above all things, 
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affects an inviolable Secrefy.  Ttrproceeds againft all Fleretic's,” 


but chiefly againit Judaizing Chriftians, and fectet'Makome'ans, © 


bel has fill’d all Gain. | 

_ The Severity of this Court was fo exceflive, that the Inqui- 

fitor Torquemada try’d above a hundred thoufand Perfons, of 

which fix thoufand were condemn’d to be burnt, in the com- 

pafs of fourteen Years. is | ahs ter An 
Stas pretended, that the Sight of fo many Criminals, con- 


of whom the Expulfion of Jews and Moors by Ferdinand and Ia- 


demn’d to fo terrible a Death, without any regard either to 


their Sex or Quality, confirms and keeps the People in the Ro- 
mifo Religion ; and that ’tis the Inquifitor alone, that has hin~ 


der’d the wickedeft Here/fes from {preading themfelves in Spain, 


even in that time when all Europe’ befides was infected with 
them, For this reafon the Kings have given fuch arbitrary 
Authority to this Tribunal, which is called the Tribunal of the 
Holy Office. | ete 4 
…. The general Aéts of the Inquifition, which, by the greateft 
part of Europe, are look’d upon only as'a bare Execution of 
Criminals among the Spaniards, are efteemed a Religious Cere- 


de 


tie 


mony, by which his Cathelick Majefty gives publick Proofs of 


his Zeal for Religion ; and therefore are call’d by ’em, Autos 
de Fe, Aéts of Faith. Commonly they are performed either at 
the Acceflion of the Kings to the Crown, or at their coming to 
Age, that fo theymay be the more authentick. ‘The laft was 
in the Year 1632, and“ there is one now making ready for 
the King’s Marriage. As there has not been one of a long time; 
{o there are great Preparations making to render this as folemn 
and as magnificent, as is poflible for thofe forts of Ceremonies 
to be. One of the Counfellors of the Inquifition has already 
drawn a Project of it, which he has fhewedme. Here’s the 
Contents of it, © , apes, 

In the great Place at Madrid, there fhall be a Theatre eretted 


fifty Foot long : It fhall be raifed as high as the Balcony de: | 


fign’d for the King, and no higher. - | 
On the right Side of the King’s Balcony, quite crofs the 


Theatre, there fhall be raifed an Amphitheatre, of twenty five | 


or thirty Steps, defigned for the Council of the Inguifition, and 
the other Councils of Spain, on the uppermost of which fhall 
be placed the Chair under a Canopy for the General Inquifitor, 
_ à great deal higher than the King’s Balcony.’ On the left of 
the Theatre and the King’s Balcony, there fhall be another 
Amphitheatre, as big as the firft, upon which the Criminals 
fhallbe placed. 7° > ia 5 bead wae a : 
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“In the middle of the great Theatre, there fhall be rais’d 
another very little one, on which fhall be made two’Cages, 
where the Criminals fhall be kept while their Sentence is . 
reading. | 
There fhall be likewife plac’d upon the great Theatre, 
three Chairs for the Readers of the Judgment, and for the 
Preacher, before whom there fhall be an Altar ereéted. 
The Places for their Carkolich Majefties fhall be fo order’d, 
that the Queen fhall be on the left hand of the King, and'on 
the right of the Queen Morber. All the Queen’s Ladies of Ho- ! 
nour fhall take up the reft of the Length every way of the 
fame Balcony ; there fhall be other Balconies prepar’d for the 
Ambaffadors, Lords and Ladies of the Court, and Scaffolds 
forthe People. . ee : à | , 
The Ceremony fhall begin by a Proceffion from St. Mary's 
Church. A hundred Charcoal-men, arm’d with Pikes and 
Mufkets, fhall march before, becaufe they provide the Wood, 
which is to burn thofe that are condemn’d tothe Fire. Next 
them fhall follow the Dominicans,with a white Crofs carried be- 
fore them. The Duke de Medina Celi fhail carry the Standard 
of the Ivquifition, according to a Privilege that’s Hereditary to 
his Family. This Standard is of red Damafk : on one Side of it, 
is reprefented a naked Sword, in a Crown of Lawrel ; and on 
the other, the Arms of Spain. ee 
~ ‘After that fhall be carry’da green Crofs, wrapt about with 
black Crape: and after it fhall march feveral Grandees and o- 
ther Perfons of Quality of the Inquifition, cover’d with Cloaks, 
that have black and white Croffes upon them, embroidered with 
Gold Thread. The March fhall be brought up by fifty Halbar- 
diers or Guards to the Inquifition cloathed in black and White, 
and commanded by the Marquels de Pouar, Hereditary Pro- 
‘tector of the Inquifition of the Kingdom of Toledo, 

Afterthe Proceffion has in this Order pafs’d by the Palace, it 
fhall come to the great Place ; the Standard and the green Crofs 
fhall be fix’d upon the Altar, and the Dominicans only fhall 
remain upon the Theatre, and {pend part of the Night in Sing- 
ing Pfalms ; and as foonas‘day breaks, they fhall celebrate 
feveral Maffes upon the Altar. | . A7 
* TheKing, the Queen, and the Queen-Mother, and all the La- 
dies muft be in their Balconies about feven a clock in the Mor- 
‘ging; at eight, the Proceffion fhall begin to march, as it did 
‘the day before, by the company of Charcoal-men, who fhall 
‘lace themfelves on the left hand of the King’s Balcony, the 
Fight fhall be for his Guards. Afterwards feveral Men. Nees 
MS Ay a Are 1 eatin ae : ear 
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bear certain Paft-board Effigies, as big as Life *fome of thenm 
reprefenting thofe, that dy’d in Prifon ; whofe Benes {hall alfoo 
be carry’d in Coffers with Flames painted round them ; andl 
the reft fhall reprefent thofe who have efcap’d, and who have 
been condemn’d for Contumacy. Thefe Figures fhall be placed! 
at one end of the Theatre. After that, their Sentence fhall be? 
read, and they fhall be executed. But I fhould tell ye, addedl 
he, That the Supream Council of the Inquifition is more abfo-- 
lute than all the others. It is believed that the King himfelfhass 
not Power to releafe thofe who fhall be accus’d before it,, 
becaufe this Tribunal acknowledges the Pope only to be above: 
it ; and that there has been a time, when, upon fome occafions,, 
the King’s Power was found too weak to contend with that of: 
the Inquifition. Don Diego Samiento is Inquifitor General. He is ar 
mighty honeft and good Man ; and is about threefcore yearss 
of Age. The Ki nominates the Prefident of the Inquifition,, 
and his Holime/s confirms him : but as for the Imquifitors, thes 
Prefident propofes them to the King; and after he has ap— 
prov’d of them, he then puts them in their Places. 

This ‘Tribunal takes Cognizance of every thing concerning: 
the Faith ; and it is abfolutely invefted both with the Pope’ss 
and the King’s Authority. ‘There’s no appealing from its Judg- 
ment. And the two and twenty Tribunals of the Ingu/ition,, 
which are in all the Æ/fates of Spain, and which depend upom 
this at Madrid, every Month render an Account to it of their: 
Finances, and Revenues, and every year of their Caufes andl 
Criminals. But thofe of the Indies, and the other diftant Places,, 
only give, an account at the end of every Year. As to the: 
Places of thefe inferior Tribunals ; they are fill’d by the Ge-- 
neral Inquifitors, with the Approbation of the Counfellors. Iti 
would be pretty difficult to be able precifely to reckon up the! 
number of the Officers, which belong to the Inquifition ; for ims 
Spain alone, there are about two and twenty thoufand Familiarss 
of the Holy Office. They are call’d by this Name ; becaufe? 
they are as ’twere {pies fcattered up and down every where,, 
which are continually giving true or falfe Information to the? 
Inquifition ; upon which, thofe are feiz’d and taken up, whichy 
they ACCUIE. "7 33 Re She | 7 

Whilft with the greateft Attention I was liftening to Don: 
Fernand, the Marchionefs de Palacios interrupted us, to let uss 
know, that we were come near Toledo ; and that certain old. 
Ruins of an ancient Caftle, which we faw upon our left hand,, 
were thofe of an enchanted Palace. I feem’d to Don Ferrand! 
to doubt of what fhe affirm’d : upon which he faid, you may] 

A +4 ’: “thinks 
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think what you pleafe ; but certain it is, that there is forit a 
very ancient Tradition in this Country : and moreover, they 
pretend that there was a Cave fhut up, and a Prophecy which 
threaten’d Spain with the greateft Miferies, whenever this Cave 
was open’d. Every body, terrified with this threat, had no 
mind to draw upon themfelves the faid Effects ; fo that this 
place did for feveral Ages remain very clofe. But Don Rodrigue, 
the King, lefs credulous, or more curious, caus’d it to be open’ds 
upon which there were heard moft terrible Noifes. Every 
body thought that the very Elements themfelves were going 
into Confufion, there was fo violent a Tempeft. This did 
ot hinder him from going into it ; where, by light of feveral © 
lambeaus, he faw the Figures of divers Men, whofe Cloaths 
and Arms were very ftrange. ‘There was one held a Copper. 
lade in his Hand, and upon it was writ in Arabick, that the 
ime drew near for the Defolation of Spain 3 and that the 
erfons, whofe Statues were there, would e’er long come. It 
never wasin any Place, faid J, fmiling, where they rely 4 fo 
nuch on fabulous Tales, as they do inSpain. Say rather, reply’d 
e, that there never was any Woman fo incredulous as you. And 
in telling you this Story, I did not think I fhould alter your Fudg- 
ent : But as much as one can be affured of a thing by the Te imo- 
ay of Men, this Story is credible. | 
~ Tt was now light enough, very plainly to obferve all the 
Charms of the Country. We pafs’d the Tagus over a very great 
nd fine Bridge, of which I had heard; and a little after, 
ifcover’d, Toledo, allfurrounded with Hills and Rocks, which 
ommand it. There are very neat Houfes built amongft thofe 
ills, defign’d for the pleafure of Solitude. ‘The Archbifhop 
f Toledo has one there, whither he goes often. The City 
ands upon the Rock 3 the unevennefs of which, in divers 
laces, contributes to make it high and low. The Streets are 
arrow, ill pav’d, and troublefome ; which is the reafon, that all 
he People of Quality go there, either in Chairs or Litters. And 
s we were ina Coach, we took up our Quarters in the Placa 
lajor ; becaufe that is the only partto which onecan pafs with 
1 Coach. As foon as we were arriv’d, we alighted at the Hofpital 
of Foira, which ftands in the Suburbs, whofe Buildings confift 
of three Sides ; within which, is a great fquare Court; and the 
Church makes ‘up the fourth fide, and there we heard Ma/s. 
This Hofpital was built by an Archbifhop of Toledo,whofe Mo- 
nument and Statue in Marble, are in the midft of the body of 
he Church. The Walls of the City were rebuilt by the Moors. 
n the Sides ftand a great many_little Towers, which seh 


bode fe 


548 The Lady's Travels into Spain. 
fore ferv’d to defend it ; and it would be a ftrong Place, bé 
ing almoft éncompafs’d with the Tags, and having extream 
deep Ditches, did ‘not the adjacent Hills command it, fromm 
whence it were eafie to batter it down. It was not eight aa 
Clock when we got thither ; and we would {pend the reft off 
‘the Morning in feeing the Church ; which, as ’tis {aid, is thee 
‘fineft in Europe, The Spaniards callit Holy ; whether ’tis upom 
the Account of the Relicks which are there, or for fome otherr 
veafon which they did not tell me, I know not. If it was ass 
tong and as high as’tis broad, it would be much better. It iss 
beautified with divers Chapels as big as Churches. They alll 
#hine with Gold and Paintings. The chief of which are thofee 
of the Virgin, St. Games, St. Martin, Cardinal Sandoval, and thee 
€onfiable de Luna, “In the Quire, I faw a Niche, or hollowm 
place; from whence, ’tis pretended, there iffued out, for {e— 
veral days together, a Spring of Water, which the Soldierss 
and Citizens drank during the time they maintain’d thee 
Siéges againft the Moors, when they were half dead with thirfks 
For, without digrefling from my fubject, I muft tell you, thate 
in the City there is not fo much asa Well or a Spring, andl 
that they fetch all their Water from the Tagus ; which is foo 
“very troublefome, that one would wonder how Toledo comes too 
be fo full of People as’tis. Nearthe entrance into the Churchi 
‘there’s a Marble Pillar which they reverence ; becaufe thee 
‘Holy Virgin appear’d upon it to Sti Apbonfus. It is enclofedd 
with an Tron Gate, and through a little Window they kifs its. 
‘Upon xt Js writ, Adorabimus in loco ubi fleterunt pedes ejns. Be-- 
tween every Canon’s Seat there is a MarblePillars and thes 
Sculpture of the Church is fine and curiouflÿ wrought. I wasp 
aimdz’d when | faw the Treafury. "Phere muft be thirty Mem 
to Carry the Tabernacle upon Corpus Chrifti day. It is made of Sil-- 
ver gilt sand there is exquifitely wrought upon it feveral Spiregs 
of Siecples, with abundance of Angels and Cherubims. Withint 
this, there’s alfo another of maffy Gold, and fuch a vaft quan-- 
tity of precious Stones, that their value is ineftimable. Thee 
Cbalices, the Pattens and “the Pyxes, are no lefs beautiful. In-- 
deed every thing fhines there with great Diamonds and Ort 
‘ental Pearls. ‘The Sun, where the Holy Sacrament is kept 35 
the Crowns and Robes of the /%rgir,are the moft fplendid thingss 
that lever faw inmy days. But indeed this Archbifhoprick 18s 
fo very rich, that it‘is but juft every thing fhould be anfwer— 
abletoit. [have told you, dear Confin; thar the Archbifhop off 
Burges intorm’d me, thatthe Bifhoprick of Toleds had three 
kundred and fifty thoufand Crowns a year. I muft now my 
FAT TRUE ry | thRAET 
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hat the Revente of the Chutch it felf, isa hundred: thouland 


Crowns. Forty: Canons, who have every one a thoufand 


xowns 3 the Grand Archdearon, forty thoufand ; three .4rcb- 
zacons, the firft’ of which has fifteen thoufand ; the fecond, 
welve thoufand ; andthe third, ten thoufand ; and the Dean, 
en thoufand Crowns a year. | | 
There is befides, an infinite nutuber of Chaplains; Clerksof 
heChapel ; and other Perlons, to whom daily allowances are 
iven. Bean sien : oy 
There is the Chaplain Ma‘or of the Chapel de los Rios,whe 
njoys twelve thoufand Crowns a year ; and fix others, that 
re under him, have a thoufand Crowns per annum. roots 
After we had fpent a great deal of time in confidering the 
ne things with which this Court was fill’d, we refolv’d to re- 
turn to our Inn, where we had left our Coach ; and juft wher 
we were going away, there came to us an Almoner, and 2 
Gentleman that belong’d to Cardinal Porrecarrere, who tent, 
them to complement us, and té aflure us, that by no means We 
muftlodge any where elfe than at the Archbifbop’s Palace. They 
chiefly addrefs’d themfelves to the Marchionefs de Palacios,whe 
was near akin to him, ahd who earneflly defired us to go thi- 
ther. We excufed our felves upon our being in fuch Dilorder, 
not having flept that Night, and being in an undrefs. She or- 
der’d her Son to go to the Cardinal, and to beg him to accept 
our excufes. Don Fernand return’d in 2 moment, attended 
with abundance of Pages ; fome of which brought Umbrello’s 
ef Gold and Silver Brocade. -He told us, that his Eazuence 
mightily defired we would go to his Houfe, and that) he had 
fhewed fo much concern at ourrefufal, that indeed he had pro- 
mifed to bring us ; and thereupon he commanded them to bring 
Umbrello’s to defend us from the Sun, and that they had 
watered the place which we were to crofs.from the Church ta 
the Palace. And immediately we fpied two Mules drawing a 
little Cart, in which there was a Tub full of Water ; and we 
were told, that as oft as the Cardinal was to come to the Church, 
it was the Cuftom to water the way. | 
- The Archbifbop’s Palace is very ancient and large, moftrich- 
ly furnifh’d, and every way fuitable to the Perfon that poffet- 
fes it. We were conducted into a very fine Apartment,where 
immediately they brought us Chocolate, and afterwards,, al 
forts of Fruits, Wine, Water, and other Liquors cooled with 
Ice. We were fo fleepy, that after we had eaten a little, we 
begged the Marchionefs de Palacios to fee the Cardinal, and 
to-excufe us tohim, if we defer’d giving our felves that honour, 
f | for 
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for that we were not able any longer to live without fleepy. 
And indeed, the young Marchionefs de la Rofa; my Kinfwo-- 
man and my felf, chofe to go to Bed ; and in the Eveningy, 
we drefs’d our felves to fee the Queen-Mother. ‘The Marchionefss 
de Palacios, who had always been extreamly devoted to her, 
went to the Alcacar, which is the Name of the Caftle, andi 
made her a vifit whilft we flept ; fo that fhe told her, fhée 
would give us Audience at eight a clock in the Evening: Thatt 
was the firft time I was drefs’d according to the Spanifh Modes. 

I donot think there’s a more troublefome Drefs. One’s Shoul-- 
ders mutt be fo {queez’d, that it hurts one. There’s no lifting; 
up one’s Arm 5 hardly can you get it into the Sleeve. [had on at 
Fardingal of a dreadful bignefs; (for onemuft wear that in the: 
Queen’s Prefence) I knew not what to do with myfelf with 
this ftrange Invention. There’s no fitting down init; and I be-- 
lieve, if I fhould wear it all my Life, I fhould never be recon 
cil’d to it. MyHead was drefs’d after the Melene Fafhion ; thatt 
is, the Hair all fpread over the Neck, and ty’dat the end witha 
{ome Non-pareil Ribband. This is a greatdeal hotter than a Pa-- 
tine ; fo that being now in the Month of Æxuff, and im 
Spain, you may eafily guefs how I pafs’d away my time. Butt 
this being a ceremonial Drefs of the Head ; there was nothings 
to be omitted on fuch an Occafion: befides, I wore their Pattens;, 
which are fitter to break one’s Neck, thanto walk with. Whem 
we were all in a Condition toappear ; for my Kinfwoman andl 
my Daughter were both alfo drefs’d after the Spanifh Fafbion, we? 
were led into a Chamber of State, where the Cardinal came to» 
feeus. His Name is Don Lewis Portocarrero. He may be aboutt 
two and forty years old; He’s very civil, of a {weet complai- 
fant Temper, and hath well learnt the polite Breeding of the! 
Court of Rome. He ftay’d an hour with us, and afterwards: 


there was ferv’d up to us a very plentiful Meal ; but every: 


thing was fo full of Amber, that I never tafted any Sauces fo, 
rich, and lefs pleafant. I fancy’d myfelf at this Table, like» 
Tantalus, in the mid of Viétuals, and yet ftarv’d with hunger,, 
becaufe | could not eat ; for either all the Meat was perfum’d 5; 
or elfe full of Saffron, Garlick, Onions, Pepper and Spices: but: 
with fearching about, I found fome Jellies and white Meats,, 
which were admirable, and with which I fav’d myfeif harmlefs.. 
There was alfo brought to Table a Hamof Bacon, which came: 
from the Frontiers of Portugal,and which is better than either: 
thofe they boaft fo much of at Bayonne, or thofe of Ments; but: 
it was fpread all over with certain little Comfits, which in: 


France we call Non-pareil ; the Sugar of which melted in the: 
Fate 
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Sat. It was drawn full of Lemon peel, which abated much of 
ts goodnets. "The Fruit was the beft and pleafanteft thing 
yne could fee ; for wholeTrees,with their Fruit,were iced over 
with Sugar after the Italian way ; you'll eafily believe the Trees 
were not very big. There were Orange Trees thus order’d 5 
with little artificial Birds faften’din them. ‘There were like- 
wife Cherry Trees, Rasberry and Goofeberry Bufhes, and 
others fet in little Cafes of Silver. © 
We did not fit long at Table ; becaufe the hour for feeing the 
Queen was near. We were carried thither in Chairs, though it 
isa pretty diftance, and very much up Hill ; for the Alcacar is 
built upon a Rock of a prodigious heighth, and the Profpect is 
idmirable. Before the Gate there is a very wide Place ; after- 
watds one comes into a Court an hundred and fixty Foot long, 
and a hundred and thirty broad ; adorn’d with two rows of 
Piazza’s. T'en rowsof the Pillars, which made the length,were 
ill of one entire Stone ; and the breadth had eight rows of rile |" 
lars ; and this made a fine fhow. But that which pleafes much 
better, is the Stair-cafe at the bottom of the Court, which is an — 
hundred and thirty Foot wide, like the Court. After one has 
gone up fome Steps, it parts in two ; and to {peak the Truth, 
I believe ’tis one of the faireft in Europe. We went through a 
ereat Gallery, and vaft Apartments; but met in them fo few 
People; that it did not look as if one could have met with the 
alia of Spain there. She was in a great Hall, whofe 
Windows were all open, and which had a Profpe& to theVal- 
leys, and the River. The Hangings, Cufhions, Carpets and Ca- 
nopy were all of grey Cloath. The Queen was ftanding,and lean- 
ing upon a Balcony ; having in her Hand a great pair of Beads. 
When fhe faw us, fhe turn’d towards us, and receiv'd us with a 
Countenance merry enough. We had the Honour to kifs her 
Hand ; which is little, lean, and white. She is very pale ; her 
Complexion pure; her Face a little long andflat. Her Looks 
are agreeable, and her Stature is of amiddle fize. She was drefs’d 
as all the Widows in Spain are ; that is, like a Nun, without fo 
much as one Hair appearing. And there are many, (though 
fhe’s not of that number) that caufe all their Hair to be cut off, 
when they lofe their Husbands, for a greater expreffion of their 
Grief. I obferv’d that her Gown was tuck’d up quite round, 
that fo ir might be let down as it wears out ; yet [ do not be- 
lieve fhe praétifes this ; but fuch is the fafhion of the Country. 
She ask’d me. how long I had been come from France, and } 
gave her an account. She enquir’d if they difcours’d then of 
a Marriage between her Son and Madamoifelle d? Orleans 2 ee 
told 
| 


h 


252 The Ladÿs Travels into Spain: : Li | 
. told her no. Then fhe faid fhe would fhow me her Pidture, 
which was drawn from that the King her Son‘had ; and fhee 
bid one of her Ladies, who was an old Duenna, and very uglyy, 
bring it. It was drawn in Water Colours, in the bignefs où 
one’s Hand ; in a Box covered with black Sattin, and lin’d withh 
green Velvet. Do you find, fays fhe, that, it ishke her? J aff 
dured her, that there were not.any of her Features ; for in-- 
deed it feem’d to fquint, the Face was awry, and nothing couldi 
lefs refemble a Princefs fo perfect as Madamoifelle. She ask’dl 
me whether fhe was more or lefs handfome than this Piéturess 
I told her, that fhe was handfomer beyond comparifon. Thee 
King my Son then, reply’d the, will be pleafantly cheated; for bee 
believes this Pitture is juft like ber, and no body can be better [a=- 
tisfied than be is with ber. For my part, her Eyes that look askewy 
were troublefome to me ; but to comfort myfelf, I coifider’d thatt 
foe bad a great fhare of Wit, and divers other good Qualities. Doo 
not you remember, {ays fhe to the Marchionefs de Palacios, to bavee 
feen my Piffure im the late King’s Chamber ? Yes, Madam, anfwer’di 
the Marchionefs, and very well remember alfo, that as [oon as wee 
faw your Majefty, we all wonder’d extreamly, why the Painter would 
do you fo much wrong. That’s what I would have faid to you, re=- 
ply’d fhe 5 for when I arriv’d here, and caft my Eyes. upon thatt 
Pitture which they faid was made for me, I in vain try’d to believee 
it 3 but I could not doit. A little fhe Dwarf, but thick as aT un,, 
and no taller than a good big Mufhroom, cloath’d all in Goldi 
and Silver Brocade, with long Hair hanging down to her Feety, 
came in ; and kneeling before the Queen, ask’d her if fhes 
would pleafe to have Supper; upon which. we offered to with-- 
draw ; but fhe told us, we might follow her, and fhe went into) 
a Parlour all of Marble. She fat down to Table all alone, andi 
we all ftood round her. Her Maids of Honour, with theCamare-! 
ra Major,who look’d very fad, came to wait on her. [ faw fomez 
of them, which methinks were very handfome. "They talk’dl 
to the Marchionefs de Palacios, and told her, that they were hor-+ 
ribly tired with that fort of Life, and that they liv’d at Toledo, 
as if they were ina Defart. Thefe were call’d Dams de Pa-- 
lacio, and they wear Pattens ; but for the little Mesines, they 
wear Shoes quite flat. ‘UVhe Menines ave Children of the higheitt 
Quality, and neither wear Cloak nor Sword. ! 
~ 'Therewerefeveral Difhes brought before the Queen ; the firftt 
were Melons cooled with Ice, and fome Sallads and Milk; off 
which fhe eat plentifully before fhe touched any of the Flefh,, 
which looked ill enough. She does not want a Stomach ; and! 
fhe drank alittle pure Wine, faying, that was to digeft her Fruit =: 
| NL Wherii 
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“When fhe called for Drink, the firft Menine brought her a Cup 
cover‘ d upoñ a Salver, and kneeling, gave it to the Camareras 
who alfo kneeled, when the Queen took it from her Hands : 
And on the other fide, a Lady of the Palace prefented upon 
Knee a Napkin to the Queen to wipe her Mouth with. She 
gave fome dry’d Sweetmeats to Donna Marguerita de Palacios, 
‘and to my Daughter, faying to them, they muft not eat much 
of fuch things, becaufe they {poiled the Teeth of young Girls. 
She asked me divers times how the Moft Chriftian Queen did, : 
and how fhe diverted her felf? She faid, that fhe had lately 
fent her fome Boxes of Amber, Paftils, fome Gloves, and fome 
Chocolate. She was above an hour and half at Table, fpeak- 
ing little, but feemed merry enough. We defired to know her 
Commands for Madrid ; whereupon fhe expreffed a great deal 
‘of Kindnefs and Civility, and after that we took our leave ot 
her: It cannot be deny’d, that this Queen has abundance of 
Underftanding, as well as Courage and Virtue, to take as fhe 
does fo tedious a Banifhment. 

I muft not forget to tell you, that the firft Menine brings the 
Queen’s Pattens, and puts them on. ‘This is fo great an Ho- 
nour in this Country, that they would not change it for the 
beft Place belonging to the Crown. When the Ladies of the 
Palace marry, and with the Queen's Confent, fhe adds to their 
Portions fifty thoufand Crowns ; and commonly fome Govern- 
ment, or Viceroyalty, is given to their Husbands. 

When we came back to the Cardinal’s Houfe, we fourid 4 
Theatre prepared in a mighty great Room, and abundance o 
Ladies’ on one fide, and Cavallero’s on the other ; and that 
which feemi’d pretty odd to me, was a Damask Courtain, which 
was drawn all the length of the Room to the very Theatre, and 
fo hinder’d the Men and the Women from feeing one another. 
They only ftay’d for us, to begin the Comedy of Pyramus and 
Thisbe. This was a new Play, but the worft that Ihave yet feen 
in Spain. Afterwards the-Comedians danced very well, and 
the Diverfion lafted till after two a Clock in the Morning. 

There was given a ftately Supper in a great Hall, where ~ 
there were divers Tables ; and when the Cardinal had placed 
us, he went back to the Cavallero’s, who had the fame things 
on their fide as we had. There was an excellent Italian Con- 
fort of Mufñicks for his Eminence had brought with himMufi- 
cians from Rome, to whom he gave large Penfions. It was fix 
a Clock in the Morning before we could retire to our Apart- 
ments ; and as-there were divers things for us yet to fee, inftead 
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#f going to bed, we went to the Placa Major, which they cali 
ite R 
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Secodebet. The Houfes which environ it are of Brick, and alf 
uniform, with Balconies. It is ofa round Figure, and has Piaz- ! 
zas aboutit, under which People walk .;. and thisis.a fine Place. 
We wentback to the Caftle,to viewi1t better and more leifurely. 
The Building is after the Gorhich tathion, and very-antient ; and 
there’s fomething init that looks fo great, that [ do.not:won- 
der that Charles V. had rather have lived there, thanin any 0- 
ther City under his Obedience. . It contains, in a Square, four 
great Apartments, with their feveral. Wings and Pavilions. 
There’s room enough conveniently to lodge the whole Court of 
a great King. Wewere fhewed a Machine, that was very-ftrange 
béfere it was broken : It was to draw up the Water trom the 
Tagus, and to make itrife to the. top ef the dlcacar. ‘The Houle 
where-it ftood is yet whole,. tho’ it be feveral Ages finceit was — 
built... 'There’s above five hundred. Steps from it to the River 
fides When-the Water was come into the Receiver, it ran by 
certain Channels into all Parts of the City, where there were 
Fountains. ‘This was a mighty Conveniency. ; for now they, 
are forced to draw the Water thirty Fathom deep... 5...” 

> We went and heard Mafs in the Church, de los Reyes: At is 
fair and large, and: all full of Orange and Pomegranate Trees, 
Jefaminand Myitles,that areverybigh; and they are fet in Cafes, 
and are formed into Walks up to the veryhigh Altar, whofe Or- ’ 
naments are extraordinary rich : So that loeking-thro’ all thefe 
green Boughs, and the Flowers of different Coloursy upon the 
fhitung Gold, Silver, Embroidery, and. great lighted Candles 
which adorn the Altar ; it feemsas if the Rays of theSunplay’d 
before your Eyes. There are alfo fome Cages painted and gilt; _ 
and fill’d with Nightingals, Canary Birds, and others, which — 
make a charming novfe. I fhould be very glad that in France | 
they wouldimitate them in adorning our Churches. The Walls 
of this Church are covered all ever.on, the outfide with the 
Chains and Irons of the Captives, which have been redeemed? | 
out of Barbary. Imthis part of the.Towa I ebferved, that 
moft of the Houfes had upon their Doors a fquare Piece of 
Earthen Ware, upon which was fet the Angelical Salutation, 
in thefe words : Maria fue concebida Jin peca lo original, I-was 
told, that thefe Houfes belonged to the Archbifhop, and that 
none but thofe that workin Silk dwell im them, of which there: 
are very many at Toledo, The two Stone Bridges that crofs the: 


_ River are very high, broad and long. If they would but take. 


a little pains with:theTagus, Boats might come up tothe City. 
‘This would be a confiderable Conveniency ; but they are na- 
turally too lazy, to confider, that the Profit and Advantage of 

a Work 
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a Work is to be preferr’d before the trouble of undertaking it. 
We alfo faw the Hofpital of Los Linnos, thatis, of Foundlings, 
and the City-Houfe, which is near the Cathedral ; and at lait, 
our Curiofity being fatisfiéd, we came back to the Archiepif+ 
copal Palace, and we went to bed, and lay till Night, when 
again we had another Feaft as fplendid as the former. His 
Fminence eat with us, and when we had retorned him all due 
Thanks, we fet forward towards the Caftle of Ignarica, “The 
Marquefs de Palacios, with ‘all his Family, was there waiting 
for us ; fo that we were fo’obligingly received, that nothing. 
could be added to the good Cheer and to the Pleafure, with 
which we were entertained for fix days, either in Fifhing up- 
on the River Xarama, or in Hunting, in Walking, or in com- 
mon Converfation. Every one was émulous to appear good- 
humour’d ; and one may fay, that when the Spaniards go fo 
far as to lay afide their Gravity, and know and love you, they 
contribute hugely to eafe and recreate the Mind. ‘They be- 
come fociable, obliging, earnéft to pleafe'you, and the beft 
Company in the World. : This is what I have found in this 
little Journey I have made, of which I fhould not have given 
you fo particular an account ; but that I'am perfuaded, dear. 
Coufin, you defire it fo, and that you fet fome value upon my 
Coinplaiiiees 067 PA En ce à GE 


- Prom Madrid this 30th 
of Auouft, 1679. 


LETTER XIV. 


iors Ceremony of fwearing to the Treaty of Peace’ con- 
cluded at Nieguen, between the Crowns of Frañce and 
Spain, was performed here the laft of Auf. I had a great 
defire to have feen what pafs’d then ; but as Women ate not to 
be prefent there, fo the Conftable of Caftille promifed to get 
us into the King’s Chamber, as foon as he fliould be gone into 
the great Hall. Madam Gueux, the Darifh Embaflador’s Lady, 
and Madain de Chais, the Envoy of Hollana’s Lady, were there 
alfo: We went up a private Pair of Stairs, where one of the 
Cénftable’s Gentlemen waited to receive us, and we tarried for 
fome time in a very fine Clofet full of Spari/ Books, well bound, 
"and very diverting. ‘There, amongft others, I found the Hif- 
tory of Don Quixor, the dass Knight of fa Manca, in ba 
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the-Plainnefs and Subtilty of the Expreffion; the Weight and. 


Strength of Proverbs, and that which the Saniards.call El pico, 
that is, the Smartnefs and Nicety of a Language, appeared 
quite otherwife than the Tranflations which we have in French. 
I was fo pleafed in reading it, that I hardly thought of feeing 
the Ceremony. [t began as foon as the Marquefs de Villars 
came, and through a Lettice-window, which was open’d, we 


{aw what pafs’d. The King placed himfelf at the end of the 


great gilt Hall, which is one of the moft ftately in the Palace. 
The Alcove was fpread with a wonderful fine Carpet ; the 
Throne and the Canopy were embroider’d with Pearls, Dia- 
monds, Rubies, Emeralds, and other precious Stones. Car- 
dinal Portocarero fat in a great Chair below the Alcove, on the 
right hand of the Throne. The Conftable of Caftille fat upon 
a Stool. The French Embaffador was feated on the left hand 
of the Throne, upon a Bench cover’d with Velvet ; and the 
Grandees were placed near the Cardinal. When every body was 
feated according to their Quality, the King came in ; and when 
he was in the Throne, the Cardizal, the EmbafJador, and the 
Grandees, fat down and cover'd themfelves. A Secretary read 
aloud the Power which the moft Chri/tian King had fent to his 
Embaffador. After that, a little Table was brought, and 
fet before the King, with a Crucifix, and a Book of the Evan- 
gelifts ; and whilft he held his Hand upon it, the Cardinal read 
the Oath, by which he {wore to keep the Peace with France. 
There are fome other little Ceremonies; but I did not mind 


them well enough to be able to give you an account of them. | 


A Little after, the King returned to his Lodgings ; but we were 
gone outof them before. We ftay’d in the fame Clofet where 
we ftopt at firft: It was fo near his Chamber, that we heard 
him fay, that he was never fo hot, and that he would put off 
his Collar: And indeed, the Sun does fhine very hot in this 
Country. At my firft coming hither, 1 was afliéted with a 


{trange Megrim, and could not imagine the Caufe of it ; but it 


my Kinfwoman told me, ’twas becaufe I wore too much upon my 
Head, and that, if I did not take care, I might lofe my Sight fo. 
{ immediately threw off my Bonnets and my Cornets, and fince 
that time, I have never had any Pain in my Head. Formy 
part, I cannot believe that there is in any part of the Worlda. 
more ferene Air than here : It is fo pure, that you: cannor per- 
ceive fo much as one Cloud ; and it is affirmed to me, that 
even the Weather here in Winter, is like the fineft Weather 
in any other Country. That which is moft dangerous here, is 


a certain Wind de Galiegue, which blows off the Mountains of 


Galicia : 


| 
| 
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Galicia : It is not violent ; but ’tis fo piercing, that it reaches 
the very Bones, and fometimes caufes a Lamenefs in a Leg or 
an Arm, and often in half the Body, which lafts for one’s Life. 
It is more frequent in Summer than in Winter. Strangers 
take it for the Weftern Breezes, and are ravifh’d, when they 
feel it ; but Experience convinces them ofits Malignity. The 
Seafons in Spain are much more convenient and pleafant, than © 
either in France, England, Holland, or Germany. For, not to rec- 
kon that Purity of Air, which cannot be imagin’d fo fine as ris 5 
from the Month of Seprember to the Month of June, tis not fo 
cold, but one can make a fhift without Fire: And this is the 
reafon why there’s no Chimneys in any of their Aparments, 
and that they make ufe only of Chafing-difhes. But ’tisia great 
Happinefs, that Wood being fo fcarce as ’tis in this Country, 
they have no occafion fort. It never freezes thicker than the 
thicknefs of two Crowns, and there falls little Snow 3 but the 
adjacent Mountains furnifh Madrid with it all the Year round, 
The Months of June, July, and Augnff, are indeed exceflive hot. 

I was lately in a Company, where all the Ladies were fadly 
frighted: One of them faid, that fhe had receiv’d a Letter from 
Barcelona, which advifed, that a Bell there, which was only 
rung upon fome publick Calamity, or upon fome occafion of 
the higheft confequence, had all alone rung feveral times. 
This Lady came from Barcelona ; and fhe affured me, that when- _ 
ever any Misfortune and Mifery is to hefal Spain, or that any 
of the Houfe of Auftria is to die, this Bell rings : That, for 2 
quarter ‘of an hour together, the Clapper of the Bell moves 
with a ftrange quicknefs, and ftrikes in turning round. 1} 
would not believe it, neitherdo I yet. But all the Company 
confirmed what fhe {id : If it is a Lie, there were above. 
twenty that confpired with her init. ‘They began to think 
upon what, and on whom, this Unhappinefs, which by this 
Sign is foretold, was to fall ; and as they are very fuperfti- 
tious, the beautiful Marchionefs de Liche increas’d their Fears, 
by telling them, that Don ohn was very fick. 

In their deep Mourning theyare attir’d like Fools, but chiefly 
on‘the firft Days: For the Footmen, as well as the Matters, 
Have long Cloaks trailing ; and inftead of Hats, they wear a 
high Paftboard Cap covered with Crape. Their Horfesare all in 
black Trappings and Houfings, whichcover their Heads and alf 
their Bodies. Nothing looks uglier. Their Coaches arefo illco- 
ver'd, that the Cloth, which covers the Roof, hangs almoft down 
to the Boots. : Nobody that fees this doleful Equipage, but 
would think, that fome Corps is a carrying to be buried. The 
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People of Quality wear their Cloaks.of black Bays, very thin 
and rotten ; the leaft thing tears it in pieces : and the Mourn- 
ing is moft graceful, that is moft ragged and tatter’d. Ihave 
{een fome Cavallero’s, who tore their Cloaths on purpofe ; and 
Taflure you, that through fome of their Cloaths. you may fee 
their Skin, as ugly as "tis tolook on. For tho’ their Children, 
when they are young, are as white as Alabafter, and fo pret-! 
ty, that you would take them for Angels; yet it muft be grant- 
ed, that, as they grow bigger, they alter very ftrangely : The 
Heat of the Sun roafts them, the Air tans them ; and itis eafy: 
to know a Spaniard from any other Nation. Their Features: 
art neverthelefs regular ; but ftill methinks there wants our 
Air and Mien, as well asour Skin and Complexion. | 

_ All the Scholars wear long Robes, with a little Border of. 
Linen about their Necks, inftead of a Collar. They are ha- 
bited very like theJefuits ; there’s of them above thirty Years 
old ; they are known to be Students by their Habits. 

I fancy this City to look like a great Coup, in which they 
feed Poultry : For really, from the Level of the Street to the 
fourth Story, one can fee nothing but Lettices, whofe Holes are 
very fmall, and theïr very Balconies have them. There’s always 
to be feen fome of their poor confined Women ftanding behind 
them, to look upon Paffengers ; and when they dare, they open 
them, and with great delight fhew themfelves.. There’s not a 
Night paffes without four or five hundred Conforts of Mufick, 
in feveral Parts of the Town. It’s true they are at a moderate 
rate ; and it’s fufficient, if a Gallant has only his Gittar, or his 
Harp, and fometimes both join’d with a Voice hoarfe enough, | 
to awake the moft drowfy body, and affords them the Pleafure 
of aQueen. If either they do not underftand what is moft ex- , 
cellent, or cannot obtain it, they are content with what they. 
can get. I never faw any Virginals or Theorbo’s here. | 

In every Street, and at every Corner Houfe, there’san Image. 
or Statue of Our Lady, drefs’d after the fafhion of the Country, 
with a Pair of Beads in her Hands, and either a great Wax 
Candle,or a Lamp burning before her. I havefeenthree orfour 
in my Kinfwoman’s Stable, with other Pieces of Devotion ; for. 
you muft know, that every Groom will have his Oratory as well 
as his Mafter, tho’ perhaps neither one nor t’other oes pray 
there. When oné Lady goes to vifit another, if it be in the 
Night, four Pages come to receive her with great Flambeaus. 
of white Wax, and in the fame manner conduét her out 
again; and while fhe’s going into her Chair, they commonly 
kneel upon one Knee. This is fomething more fplendid on 
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the fmall Wax Candles inclos’d in Links, which are us’d in 
France. 

Here ate Houfes on purpofe for Women of lewd Lives, like 
the Madelonncttes at Paris : They ufe them very feverely, and 
there is not a day paffés'that they are not whipt feveral times; 
in a certain time they are releas’d, but come out worfe than 
they wént in, what they fuffer’d making them not a bit the 
better. They live almeft alltogether in a particular part of the 
‘Town, where virtuous Women never go; but if by chance any 
one does go that way, they run and purfue after her, as if fhe 
was their Enemy and ifit happens that they are the ftrongeft, 
fhe is fure to be cruelly us’d : and for the Cavallero’s, they run 
the rifque of being torn in pieces as oft as they pafs that way, 
that is tofay,who fhall have’em. One takes him by the Arm,ano- 
ther by the Leg, anda third by the Head; andif he grows angry, 
they all together fall upon him androb him, and evenitrip him of 
his Cloaths. My Kinfwomanhasa Page who was ignorant of the, 
Tricks of the wretched Wenches,and went innocently through | 
their Quarters, but they ftrip’d himas naked as common Thieves 
jn a Wood could have done; and yet a Man muft be content 
with this Treatment, for to whom fhall he go for Reftitution ? 
© The Bell of Barcelona hath been but too true in its Progno- 
fticks, for Dow Sohn wasthe firft of this Month brought down fo 
very low with his Sicknefs,that the Phyficians defpair’dof him, 
and hewas advis’dto prepare himfelf for death: He receiv dthe 
News with fo much Tranquillity and Refignation,as very much 
confirm'd the Belief that feveral Perfons had before entertain’d, 
that he had takenfomre private Difguft, whichmade him rather 
wifh to die than live. ‘The King came every Moment into his 
Chamber, and fpent feveral hours at his Bed-fide, notwithftan- 
ding hisearneft Prayers that he wouldnot foexpofe himfelf to a 
Fever. He receiv’d the blefs’d Vraticum, made his Will, and 
writ a Letter to a Lady,whofe Name I could not learn. He com- 
manded Don Antonio Ortis,his chief Secretary, to carry it with a 
little Box lock’d, which I faw ; it was made of China wood, and 
‘light enough to make one think there was int nothing but Let- 
ters,and perhaps fome Jewels. While he was Lo dangeroufly fick, 
à Courier arriv’d with the News of the King’s Marriage with 
Madamoifelles the Joy of which did not only All the Palace, but 
all the City fhew’d Expreflions of it 5 for there were over the 
whole Town Artificial Fire-works and Illuminations for three 
Days together. The King could not contain himfelf, but run 
into Don Yobn’s Chamber; and although he was very drowfy and 


heavy to fleep, and wanted Reft, yethe awak’d him to tell him 
i R 4 that 
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that the Queen would quickly be here, and intreated him to 
think of nothing but being well again,that he might affift at her 
Reception. Ah! Sire, anfwer’d the Prince to him, I /hall never 
bave that Satisfattion: I fhould be content to die, if I bad had the 
Honour to have feen ber once. ‘The King fella weeping, and told 
him, That feeing bim yn that Condition, was the only thing that di- 
Siurb'd his Happine/s. ‘There was to have beena Bull-Feaft, but 
the Prince’s Sicknefs has caus’d it to be put off; and the King 
would not have fuffer’d any Fire-works in the Palace-Court, 
had not Dos Sol, notwithitanding he had a violent pain in his 
Head, begg’d him to permit them. In fine, the 17th of this 
Month hedied, extreamly regretted by fome, and.as little b 
others. This isthe Fate both of Princes and Favourites, as SA 
as of Perfonsthat move in an ordinary Sphere: and as his Credit 
was already declining, and the Courtiers now thought of no- 
thing elfe but the Queen-Mother’s return, and the arrival of the 
new Queen; fo it is a mighty ftrange thing to obferve with what 
indifference the Sicknefs and Death of Dox John was taken: they 
did not fo muchvas talk of him the very next day; it feem’d as 
if he lid never been in the World. Alas! dear Coufin, does 
not this deferve a little to be reflected on? He govern’d all the 
Kingdoms of the King of Spain; his very Name ftruck Terror; he 
caus'd the Queen-Mother to be banifh'd ; he drove away Father 
Nitard and Valenuela, who were both Favourites; he had, for 
the moft part, a greater Court than the King : and yet four and 
twenty hours after he was dead, I believe I faw in different pla- 
ces fifty Perfons of the higheft Quality, who did not fo much. 
as fpeak one word of this poor Prince, notwithftanding divers 
of them had very great Obligations to him. And yet, after all, 
he had very great perfonal Qualifications and Virtues. He was | 
ofa middle Stature, and a well fhap’d Body; his Features were 
regular, his Eyes black and lively; he had black Hair, a great 
deal.of it, and very long. He was well bred,of a great Wit and _ 
Judgment, very generous, brave, and benificent, and hada Ca- — 
pacity for the higheft Affairs. He was not ignorant of any ching 
that was fuitable to his Birth, nor of any of the Arts and Sci= 
ences., He fpoke and writ very well ve feveral Languages, | 
and underftood more.He was. perfeétly well read in Hiftory:he 
could both make and play upon any Inftrument, as well as the 
beit Mafter, He underftood how to turn feveral things. He 
could forge Arms,and he muchdelighted in the Mathematicks ; 
but being call’d to the managment of the Government, he was 
_ablig’d to take his thoughts off of all thefe Exercifes. The face 
of things chang’d in a Moment: his Eyes were fcarce clos’dy 
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before the King (mov'd only by his own kind and eafy Nature 
for the Queén his Mother) run to Tolledo to fee her, and to in- 
treat her to return : fheconfented to it, and fhew’d great Joy 
to fee the King. They wept nota little, while they embrac’d 
each other, and we faw them come back together. All the 
Perfons of Quality went to meet their Majefties, and the Peo- 
ple fhew’dabundance of Joy. I fhould enlargea great deal 
more upon this return, did I not intend to be very particular 
in the Memoirs I am writing. | 

Don Job» laid three daysin his Bed of State, and in the fame- 
Cloaths which he had made to go meet the young Queen: after 
that he was carry’d to the Efcurial. The Funeral had nothing 
of Greatnefs ;the Officers of his Houfe,witha very few Freinds, 
accompany’d him. He was laid in the little Vault near the Pan- 
theon, which is referv’d folely for the Princes and Princeffes of 
the Royal Blood ; for there are none bury’d inthe Pantheon,you 
muft know, but Kings, and thofe Queens that have had Chil- 
dren: thofe that have had none are bury’d in that particular 
Vault. In a few days we are to go to the Efcwrial, which will 
be when the King goes there; but he is fo taken up with his 
young Queen, that he can think of nothing but going towards 
the Frontiers to meet her. In every place where I come, they 
are continually ringing it aloud in my Ears, that fhe’ll quickly 
be Queen of two and twenty Kingdoms. In all likelihood there 
are eleven of themin the Indies; for I only know thofe of the Old 
and New Ca/tille, Arragon, Valentia, Navarre, Murcia, Granada, An- 
daloufia, Gallicia, Leon, and the Ifles Majorques. In thefe Places. 
there are fome parts of them admirable, upon which it feems 
as if Heaven had a mind to fpread abroad its moft benign In- 
fluences. There are others again fo barren, that there is neither 
Corn, Herbs, Vines, Fruit,Meadows, nor Springs; and of thefe 
one may fay, there are more than of the others. But generally 
fpeaking, the Air there is good and wholefome. In certain parts 
the Heats are exceflive, andin others the Cold and the Winds 
are infupportable, altho’ ’tis inthe fame Seafon. There are a 
great many Rivers; but that which is pretty fingular, is, that 
the biggeft of them is not navigable; particularly thofe of Tagus, 
Gurdiana, Minchio, Duerro, Gudalguiver, and that of Ebre 5 for 
either becaufe of the Rocks, the falls of Water, the Gulphs, 
or the Turnings, Veffels cannot :pafs upon them. And this is 
one of the greateft Difficulties of Trade, and which moft of 
all hinders thofe things from coming to Cities, which there are 
need of; for if there was an eafy Communication between 
them, thofe Placesand Towns that want a great many apts: 
BS; Oot ee aid . 
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and Goods, might be fupply’d from thofe that abound; and fo» 
every body might be furnifh’d with neceffury thitigs at à reafo— 
nable Prices whereasthe Charges by Land-carriage being foo 
high, one muft want. divers Convenieéncies, unlefs you are in ai 
Condition to pay three times more for a thing thañ’tis worth.. 
Amongit the feveral Cities that belong to the King of Spain,, 
thefé'are efteem’d either for Beauty or Riches, viz. Madrid, 
Seville, Granada, Valentia, Sarazofa, Toledo, Valladolid, Cordoua,, 
Salamanca, Cadiz, Naples, Milan, Mefina, Palermo, Cagliari, 
‘Bruffels, Antwerp, Gant, and Mons. There are a great many? 
others, which, neverthelefs, are very confiderable ; and feve-- 
ral of the Townsare as big as Cities; but therearenot in them) 
thofe multitudes of People, which are both the Riches and! 
Strength of a King. And there are divers Reafons to be given) 
why there is this Defect. Fir/?, When King Ferdinand drove away’ 
the Moors out of Spain, and eftablifh’d the Inquifition, what: 
through the Punifhments they infliéted upon fome Jews, and! 
the banifhing of others, there died and went out of the King-. 
dom, in a little while, above nine hundred thoufand Perfons... 
| Befides, the Indies draw away abundance ; the Unfortunate go) 
there to enrich themfelves, and when they have done fo, they: 
remain to enjoy the Fruit of their Labour, and the Pleafutes of! 
the Country. Again, Soldiersare rais’d in Spain, and fent away 
to garrifon other Cities under the Obedience of the King: thefe 
Soldiers marry and fettle in thePlacés where they happento be, 
and never return to thofe from whencetheycame, Add to this, , 
that the Spari/h Women bear but few Children; if they have 
three, °tis reckon’d abundance; and Strangers do not come to . 
inhabit’ there, as in other Parts of the World, becaufe they are , 
not lov'd there : and the Spaniards are naturally recatados, that is | 
fingulat,ind referv’dito themfelves, and will not be communica- 
tive and open with other Nations, which they either envy of 
fcorn. And thus having examin’d into all thofe means which 
helptodepopulate the Country underhis Catholick Majefty,one 
may rather wonder that there are fo many People remaining. 
There grows‘but little Corn in Calle; it is brought from S- 
cily, France, and Flanders, And indeed, how fhould it grow, un- 
tefs the Earth would produce it of itfelf, as the Land of Pro: 
smile did ! The Svaniards are too idle to take pains to till and 
improve it; for the’ meaneft Peafant is perfwaded that he is 
Firdalzo, that is to fay, a Gentlémans and in every little Family 
there’s'an Apocryphal Hiftory, compos’d within an hundred 
Years, which he leaves to his Children and Nephews ofa Vil- 
lage asan Inheritance ; in which fabulous Hittory they are * 
| | | made 
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made to defcend from antient Chivalry, whofe Anceftors have 
done wonderful things ; reciting that their great Grandfather, 
Don Pedro, and Don Jobn, performed fuch and fuch Services to 
the Crown. I fay, they having taken up thefe vain Conceits of 
themfelves ; no wonder if they will neither derogate from the 
Gravidad, nor Decendentia. At this rate they talk ; and they 
will more willingly endure Hunger, and all Severities of Life, 
than work (fay they) like Mercenaries, which belongs’ only to 
Slaves. And thus Pride, feconded by Sloth, hinder the moft 
part of them from fowing their Land, unlefs fome Strangers 
come and help them to till their Ground ; which bya fpecial 
direction and guidance of Providence always happens 5 Strane 
gers, that are more laborious and worldly minded, being mov'd 
thither by the Gain they find. So that you fhall have a for- 
ry Peafant fitting in his Chair reading of a mouldy Romance 5 
whilft thefe Strangers are working for him, in order to carry. 
away his Money. 

There are no Oats to befeen. Hayis {carce. Their Horfes and 
Mules eat Barley in the Straw chop’d fmall. The Hills and 
Mountains in thefe Kingdoms I fpeak of, are of fuch a prodi- 
gious heighth and length, that I do not believe there’s the like 
inanyother part of the World. One meets with fome of an hun- 
dred Leagues in length, which joyn one to another in a conti~ 
nued Chain ; and which, without Hyperbole, are higher than 
‘the Clouds. They are call’d Sierras ; amongft which are reckoned 
the Mountains of Pyrenza, Granada, Auftra, Alcantara, Morena, To- 
ledo, Doua, Molina and Albanera. 'Thefe Hills render the Way 
fo very difficult, that no Waggons can pafs ; which obliges 
them to carry all upon Mules, who are fo fure footed, that in 
two hundred Leagues continual travelling among{t Rocks, and 
_great Flint Stones, they will not fo much as once ftumble. 
I have been fhewed fome of the Patents the King grants. 
| I never read fomany ‘Titles; I’ll fet them downhere. He calls 
‘himfelf King of Spain, Cajtille, Leon, Navarre, Arragon, Grana- 
da, Toledo, Valentia, Galicia, Seville, Murcia, Gaen, Hierufa- 
lem, Naples, Sicily, Majorca, Minorca, and Sardinia ; the 
Eaft and Weft-Indies 3 the Iles and Terra Firma of the great 
Ocean: Archduke of Auftria : Duke of Burgundia, Brabant, 
Luxemburg, Guelderland, Milan: Count of Hasburgh, Flan- 
ders, Tirol and Barcelona : Lord of Bifeay and Molina = 
Marquefs of the Holy Empire: Lord of Friexeland, Saliness 
Uirecht, Malines, Overyffel and Groningen ; and Grand Seignior 
of Afia and Africa, Ihave been told, that Francis I. laugh’d 
at thefe, when he receiv’d a Letter from Charles V, fluff’d with 
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fuch arrogant ‘Titles: And, in his Anfwer, gave himfelf no 
other Title, than Citizen of Paris, and Lord of Gentilis. L 
= They do not trouble their Heads to ftudy much here ; that M 
little they do know, bears them out ; for with the helpof their M 
Wit, and grave Looks, they feldom betray their ignorance by 
being at a lofs about any Matters. When they fpeak, they. 
always feem to know more than they do ; and when they are: 
filent, you will think them wife enough to refolve the moft. 
knotty Queftions.  Neverthelefs there are fome famous Uni- 
verfities in Spain 5 amongft which they reckon, Sarago/a, Bar- 
celona, Salamanca; Alcala, Santiago, Granada, Seville, Coimbra, 
Tarragona, Evora, Lisbon, Madrid, Murcia, Majorca, Toledo, 
Lerida, Valentia and Occa. “There are but few famous 
Preachers. Here and there you'll meet with fome that are Pa- 
thetical.’ But indeed, let thefe Sermons be good or bad ; the 
Spaniards thathear them, will perpetually beat their Breafts with 
an extraordinary fervor, and even difturb the Preacher with 
the grievous Cry which their troubled Confciences make them 
utter. Iam willing to believe that there are a few that have 
fome Compunétion ; but in my Confcience, I doubt far lefs than 
they make fhew-off. They never leave off their Swords, either 
when they go to Confeflion, or the Sacrament. They fay, — 
they wear them to defend Religion. And in the Morning before/ 
they put them on, they kifsthem and make theSign of theCrofs 
with them. They pay an exceflive Devotion to the Bleffed’ 
Virgin, and put an extraordinary confidence in her. There’s 
hardly any Man that does not wear a Scapular, or fome em- 
broidered Image, that hath touch’d fomeof thofethatare heldto … 
be Miraculous. And tho’ otherwile, they do not lead lives very 
regular, yet they will not forbear praying to her with a truft, 
that ’tis /oe that muit protect and fave them from the greateft 
Evils. They are very charitable, not only upon the account of 
the Merits by Alms Deeds ; but alfo by a natural Inclination 
they have to give, and a real Pain they endure,ifeither through 
Poverty, or for any other Reafon, they are forced to refufe any 
thing that is ask’d them. They havealfoanother good Quality, 
which is never to forfake their Friend in Sicknefs. Their Care 
and their Concern is far greater in fuchatime, when doubtlefs 
the Prefence as well as the Affiftance of a Friend is moft want- 
ed. So that Perfons that do not fee one another four times in 

a Year, yet are conftant in their Vifits three or four times every 
Day, when one is under any Affliétion, and that they can 
become ufeful to each other. But as foon as they are well, 
they refume the fame way: of living they ufed before they 
were fick, : cos Dag 
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| Don Fredtrick.de Cardonnes of whom I now talk to you, dear 
Coufin, as if he and you were well acquainted, is retutn’d. — 
He hath brought me a Letter from the fair Marchionefs de lés 
Rios ; who, without doubt, is {till one of the prettieft Women 
in the World; and who is not weary of her Retirement. 1 allo 
by him heard from the Archbifhop of Burgos, whofe Merits are 
‘uncommon. And he added, that he came back in the Company 
of a Spanifb Gentleman; who had told him fome very wonder- 
ful Things. Amongit others, that every Spaniard who is bornon 
Good-Friday ; whenever they go by,or through any Churchyard, 
in which there has been any body bury’d that was murder’d 5 
or if they pafs through any Place where a Murther has been 
committed ; altho’ the Manwho was kill’d has been taken away, 
‘yet for all that he appears to them all bloody ; andin the fame 
manner and condition he happen’d to be in when he was 
murder’d; and thistoo, whether they knew one another or no. 
This certainly is a very unpleafant thing to thofe it happens; 
but in requital, they can cure the Plague with breathing upon 
the Party ; and do not receive the Infection, altho’ they be with 
thofe that have the Plague upon them. Many People, {aid he, 
wonder’d that Philip IV. held his Head fo high, and flared 
up with his Eyes ; the reafonwas, he was born on Good-Friday 5 
and when he was very young, he had feveral A paritions of 
thefe Perfons that had’ been murder’d : fo a with the 
feightof them,he had got a cuftom (very feldom) to holddown 
his Head. But, faid I to Don Frederick, did he talkferioufly, and as 
if thefe things were allowed of every body without any doubt? 
And juft as 1 was faying, that it would be worth while to en- 
uire of fome creditable Perfon about thefe Matters, Dow Fer- 
dinand dé Toledo came into my Chamber ; and fo he ask’dhim = ~ 
and he affur’d me, that he had very frequently heard folks talk 
thus of thefe Matters, but yet he would not anfwer for the 
Truth. It is alfo faid, continu’d he, that there are certain 
People who can kill a mad Dog with breathing upon him, 
and that they have a Power to remain in the Fire without be- 
ing burnt; and yet I could never fee any of them that cared to 
truft themfelves there : but they give thisreafon, that tho’ they 
could fafely do it, yet there would be fomething of Vanity in. 
it, by fuch peculiar Favours from Heaven, to diftinguifh them- 
{elves from other Men. And for my part, faid I laughing, [am 
of opinion thefe Men have more Prudence than Humility. 
They are afraid (as ’tisbutreafonable) of thebiting of the Dog 3 
and the heat of the Furnace. Iam altogether of your Mind, 
Madam, reply’d Don Frederick ; [can give little Faith to Things. 
above Nature, | ps * 
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Ido not pretend to make you believe it, fays Dow Fernand 55 
tho’ Imuft tell you, I do not find any thing in this Matter 
more exttaordinary than in a thoufand Prodigies which we 
every Day fee. Do you think, for inftance, that you ought lefs 
to wonder at that Lake which is near Guadalajora in Andalou- 
fia, which foretells approaching Tempefts, by moft horrid | 
bellowing, and roaring, that is heard above twenty thoufand | 
Paces diftance 2 and what do ye fay of that other Lake which} 
is found upon the very top of the Mountains Clavio, in then 
Comte of Roufflon near Perpignan? It is extream deep. There's: 
in it Fifhes, both for bignefs and fhape, that are monftrous.. 
When a Stone is thrown into it, there are Vapours feen tos 
© come out with a mighty Noïfe, and to afcend into the Air,, 
and there convert into the Clouds ; which produce moft ter-- 
rible Storms, accompanied with Thunder, Lightning, and Air.. 
Is it not likewife true, continu’d he, addreffing himfelf to) 
Don Frederick, that near the Caftle of Gracimanos, in a Cavern,, 
which is called Sudea, not far from the Bridge Talayredas,, 
there’s a Spring whofe Water freezes as it drops, and growss 
fo hard, that it becomes a perfe€t Stone, which cannot eafily/ 
be broken ; and with which, in that Country, they build fine: 
Houfes ? You have a good ftock of Examples, faid Don Frede:> 
rick ; but if you will, PH furnifh you with fome others fofr 
your purpofe. Do you remember the Mountain of Monray 181 
Aragon ; if the Sheep feed upon it before the Sun rife, they die 35 
but if they are fick, and feed there after the Sun is up, they ares 
cured? I muft not forget neither the Spring in the Ifle of Ca=: 
diz, which is dry when ’tis high Water, and runs when the: 
Tide ebbs. You fhall not be the only Perfon, faid I, inter-- 
rupting him, that fhall fecond Dov Fernand in thefe forts of Re- 
lations ; I muft tell him, that in the fame I/le of Cadix, there’ss 
a certain Plant, which withers upon the firft appearance of the 
Sun, and grows green again as {oon as Night comes. 4b, pret-- 
ty Plant, cries Don Fernand, laughing 5 Well, I have enouth nowe 
to be reveng’d for all the [port you have made at my Stories for thiss 
Hour together, Ideelare open War againft you about this Plant, and 
if you do not fend for one hither, I know what Pil believe. Thee 
facetious Humour of this Cavallero made us very pleafantlyy 
pafs the Evening ; but we were interrupted by my Kinfwoman,, 
who return’d out of the City, where fhe had {pent fome partt 
of the Day at her Lawyer’s,who was at the pointof Death. He iss 
very old, and a very knowing Man in his Profeffion. She toldi 
us, that all hisChildren ftood round his Bed ; and that the onlyy 
thing which he recommended to them, was always to prefervea 
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good. flock of Gravity 5-and after he had bleft them, fays/he to, 
°em,what greater good can I now with you,my dear Childrens, 
than to lead yourwhole Lives at Madrid, and never to,quit this 
Earthly Paradife bur for the Heavenly. ‘This may fhew, conti~ 
nuëd: fhe, the firange Prepofleflion the Spaniards have for 
Madrids and the Happinefs they enjoyin that Court. For my 
part, faid, 1, interrupting: her, | am perfwaded there's. a~. 
‘bundance of Vanity in that fondnefs that they exprefstor their, 
own Nation; forcértainly they have too much Senfenot ta know 
that there are many: other Countries far more agreeable, [tis 
hot true, {aid I, addreffing myfelf to Dox Fernand, that tho: 
you will not fay as. fay, that you have the fame Thoughts 
What my Thoughts are, {aid he, fmiling; is no rule for other 
folks. I muft tell you, that fince my teturn, Tam upbraided by, 

evéty body with being no longer a Spaniard: But certaimit is, 
that People being fo bewitch’d with the Delights and Charins 
of Madrid, and not having power to forfake it in any Seafon of 
the Year; nobody has theughts of building pretty Houfes inthe 
Country, whither they might fometimes retire; o thatalladja~ 
cent parts about the City, which fhould be filled with delicious 
Gardensand fplendid Seats, look like fomany little Defarts. And 
thisis the reafon alfo,why the City in Summer, as wellasin Win 

\ter, is equally crowded with People Herewpon my Kinfwomart 
faid, fhe would have me to the Z/curials and that it was agreed: 
on by the Marchionefs of Palacios and» La Roja, to..go two 
Dayshence. The Lady:your Mother, added fhe, {peaking 
to Dom: Fernand, defigns yowto make one, and | intend-tofecure 
Don Frederick for another. ‘Fhey both declar’d, that with abun- 
darice of Joy they would go this little Journey; and indeed, 
the next Day we went to kifs Queen Morher’s Hand, andto know 
her Commands forthe EZ/carial. For-you mutt know,. tis the _. 
Cuftom, when one is to go out of Madrid, firft to pay their re- 
{pects to the Queen: But we had not feen her fince her returns 
She looks merrier than fhe did at Toledo ; and told ws the did: 
not think of coming back fo foon to Madrid; and that now it 
feemed,as if fhe had never been out of it. There was brought 
before her a Giant-Woman that came from the Indies.. As foon 
asfhefaw her, fhe caufed her to be taken away, fhe was fo af- 
frighted at her. Her Ladies wouldmake this Colofjas: dance 4 
who: held in each Hand two She Dwarfs that play’d upon the 
Caftanets and the Bifcay Drum. All this was ugly othe highett 
degree. My Kinfwoman obferv’d in the Queen Mother’sA partment 
things which had been Dow John’s; amongft others, an admira~ 
ble Pendulum Clock, all fet with Diamonds. He made her, im 
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art, his Heir ; in all likelihood ’twas to teftify his regret for 
Le saideroubled and vex’d her. ee 
The Journey to the E/curial was perform’d with all imagina- 
ble Satisfaction. The defire of entertaining you with it,hinder’d — 
me from fending you the Letter I begun before I went thither. 
The fame Ladies that went to Aranjuas and Toledo, were very 
glad to embrace the Occafion of taking the Air a little in fo fine 
à Seafon ; and we went firft to the Prado, which is a Royal 
Houle. The Building like the reft in Spain is handfome enough, 
thatis, it confifts of a Square of four feveral Apartments, fe- 
arated by Galleries of Communication, which are fupported 
with Pillars. The Furniture of it is not indeed ftately ; but 
there are good Pictures ; amongft others, thofe of the Kings of 
Spain, in odd forts of Dreffes. | 
We were fhew’d a little Clofet, which the late King us’d to 
call his beloved, becaufe in it he was wont fometimes to enter- 
tain himfelf with his Miftreffes. This Prince, who was feemingly 
{o cold and grave, that he was hardly ever feen to laugh, was 
really the moft amorous and the pleafanteft of Men. There is 
a Garden well enough kept, anda Park of a confiderable extent, 
whither the King frequently goesto hunt. We were afterwards 
at a Convent of the Capuchins, which ftands on the top of a Hill. | 
This is a Place of great Devotion, becaufe of a Crucifix, which 
st feems was taken from thetrue Crofs, and which often works 
Miracles. After we had faid our Prayers there, we defcended, — 
on the other fide of the Hill, to a certain Hermitage ; where 
there was a Reclufe, that. would neither fee us, nor {peak to 
us ; buthe threw a Ticket to us through his Grate, in which 
we found it writ, that he would recommend us to God. We | 
were all extream weary, for we were forc’d to walk on foot up | 
the Hill, andit was very hot Weather. We perceiv’d in the 
bottom of the Hill a very little Cottage by the fide of a Brook, 
which runs amongft Willow Trees : we fteer’d our courfe that _ 
way; and when wewere yet a great way off, we could fee a Man | 
and a Woman, very well drefs’d,rife up nimbly from the Foot of 
a Tree where they were fet, and run into that Cottage,and fhut 
the Door as haftily as if they had taken us for Thieves: but 
doubtlefsit was fear of being known,which made them avoidus. 
We went to the Place they had left: being fet on the Grafs,we 
- fell to eating fome Fruit we brought with us. We were fo nigh 
this little Houfe, that they could eafily fee through their Win- 
dows what we were doing. There came out a very pretty Coun- 
try Lafs,and withaSea-Rufh Bafket addrefs’d her felf to us,and 
kneeling, begg’d fome of the Fruit of our Collation + hie 
| : elly’d 
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belly’d Woman, that would die, if we refufed her. Immediate- 
ly we fent her fome of the faireft, and quickly after the fame 
young Girl came again with a Gold Snuft-box, and told us the 
Senora of the Cafita, that is, the Lady of the little Houfe, in- 
treated us to accept of fome Snuff for an Acknowledgment of 
the Favour we had done her. Itis the fafhion here to prefent 
Snuff, when they have a mind to exprefs theirFriendfhip. We 
ftay’d fo long by the Water-fide, that we refolved to go no fur- 
ther than the Carcuela, which is another of the King’s Houfes, 
but not fo handfome as the Prado, and fo neglected, that 
there’s nothing worth commending, but the Waters. We were 
ill enough lodged there, tho’ we lay in the very fame Beds 
his Majefty did ; and we were very lucky in taking along with 
us all Neceffaries for Supper. After that, we went into the 
Gardens, which are in bad order. The Fountains run day and 
night. The Water there is fo good, and in fuch plenty, that for 
as little almoft as one would defire, it might be made as plea- 
{ant a Dwelling as any in the World. But’tis not the Cuftom 

in this Country, from the King to private Perfons, to keep fe- 
veral Country Houfes in good repair ; they let them go to fuin, 
for want of fome very fmall Reparations. Our Beds were fo ill, 

_ that we were not loth to leave them early the next Morning, to 
‘go to the Efeurial. We went by Monereto, where the Woods 
egin, and a little further is the Park which belongs to the Con- 
vent of the Efcurial : For,in effect, it is one which Philip IF. 
built among the Mountains, that fo he might the more eafily get 
the Stone which he needed, of which there is fuch a prodigious 
Quantity, that without feeing it, one cannot conceive it 5 and 
certainly it is one of the vafteft Buildings we have in Europe. 
We went up to it thro’a very long Walk of Elm Trees, which 
are planted in four Rows. ‘ThegreatGate is ftately, adorn’d 
with divers Marble Pillars rais’d one upon another, till they 
reach up to the Statue of St. Lawrence, which ftands on the top. 
The King’s Arms are cut upon a certain Stone, which is called 
the Thunder-ftone, and is brought from Arabia, the cutting of 
which coft threefcore thoufand Crowns. It is eafy to believe, 
that having been at foconfiderable a Charge for a thing {olittle 
ufeful, they would not {pare any Coft for others which might 
be neceffary, and contribute to the Beauty of the Place. It tsa 
great {quare Pile of Building ; but beyond the Square there 
runs out a Length, which contains the Buildings of the En- 
trance, and are contriv’d to reprefent the Form of the Gridiror, 
on which St. Lawrence (who 1s the Patron of the Monaftery) 
fuffered Martyrdom. It 1s built according to the Peri Orders 
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and very plain. ‘The Square is divided in the middle, and one | 


of thofe Divifions, which looks upon the Order, opens it felf 
both ways into four other leffer Squares, which are four Cloyf- 
ters, built alfo according to the Dorick Order ; and who fees one 


of them, fees all the reft. ‘The Building has nothing in it, either 
as to its Defign or Architecture, that is extraordinary: That, 


which is to be admired, is, the Vaftnefs of it, being three hun- 


dred and eighty Paces in the Square 5 for befides thofe four, 
Cloyfters I have mentioned, the other Divifion of the Square, | 


fubdivided into two, makes two other Piles of Building, one of 
which is the King’s Quarters, and the other is the College : 
for there are in it abundance of Penfioners, whom the King, 
maintains to ftudy. The Friars that live in it are Hirronomites. 
This Order is unknown in France, and it is abolifh’d in Italy, 
becaufe a certain Hieronomite Friar attempted at Milan the Life 
of St. Chatles Boromeo : But he did not hurt him, tho’ he fhot 
at him, and the Bullets pierced his Pontifical Habit: But 
neverthelefs this Order is here in great Efteem. ‘There are 
three hundred Monks in the Convent of the Efcurial ; they. 
live much after the way of the Carrbufians ; they {peak little,, 
and pray much, and Women never come into their Church... 


But befides, they ought to ftudy and preach ; 


4 
But there’s another thing yet, which makes this Building: 


confiderable, and that is, the Nature of the Stone of which it 183 
built. It was taken out of theneighbouring Quarries : It is off 
a greyifh Colour ; the fharpeft Air and fevereft Weather makess 
no Impreflion on’t 3 it does not foil or grow dirty, but conftant-- 
ly preferves that Colour it had when it was taken up. Philip AE 
was two and twenty Years in building it : He enjoyed it thir-- 
teen, and then dy’d in’t. This Structure coft him fix Millions; 
of Gold. Philip IV. added the Pantheon to it ; that is to fay, a 
Sepulchre, like the Pantheon at Rome, contrived under the greatt 
Altar of the Church, allof Marble, Jafper and Porphyry, 1m 
which there are fix and twenty moft ftately Tombs inchafed im 
the Walls ; and one goes down into it by a Pair of Stairs all off 
Jafper. I fancied my felf defcending into fome of thofe in-- 
chanted Places, which our Romances and Books of Chivalry talkk 
of. The Tabernacle, the Architecture of the Altar, the Stepss 
by which one afcends to it, the Pyx or Box, in which the Hoff 
is kept, all made of one fingle Agat, are fo many Wonderss 
The Riches that are there, in precious Stones and Gold, are im 
credible. One fingleCupboard of Relicks (for there are fou. 
in the four Chappels of the Church) infinitely exceeds the 
Treafure of St. Mark at Venice. The Ornaments ‘of the Churcl! 
are 
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are embroidered with Pearls and preciousStones ; and fo are the — 
Chalices and Veffels of precious Stones. The Candlefticks and 
the Lamps are of pure Gold. There are forty little Chappels 
and as many Altars, upon which are put every day forty feveral 
Cloaths and Attires. ‘The forepart of the great Altar is com- 
pos’d of four Ranks of Jafper Pillars, and one goes up to the 
Altar by feventeen Steps of Porphyry Stone. ‘The Tabernacle 
is beautified with feveral Pillars of Agat, and divers curious 
Figures of Metal and Cryftal. One can fee nothing about the 
Tabernacle but Gold, AzureStone, and other Stones, fo tranfpa- 
rent, that through them the Sacrament (which is kept inan A- 
gat Veffel) is eafily perceived. . This Tabernacle is efteemed at 
a Million of Crowns. Theréare eight PairofOrgans. ‘The Chairs 
or Seats in the Choir are made of rare Wood, which comes from 
the Indies, curioufly wrought, after the Pattern of thofe of St. 
Dominick at Bologne. ‘The Cloyfters of the Monaftery are ex- 
tream fine ; in the middle there’s a Flower Garden, and a Chap- 


- pel, which opens four Ways, whofe Roof is fupported with Por- 


phyry Pillars, between which there are Niches, in which are 
placed the four Evangelifts with an Angel, and feveral Crea- 
tures made of white Marble bigger than Nature, who throw out 


‘Torrents of Water into Marble Bafins. The Chappel is atch'd 


with curious Architecture, and pav’d with black and white Mar- 
ble. There are divers Pictures of an ineftimable Value, and in 
the Chapter-Room, whichis very large, there are,befides moft 
excellent PiGtures, two Bafs-Reliefs all of Agat, two Foot and 
a halflong, which cannot be valued. As to the Church, it has 
nothing exttaordinary in its Structure ; it is bigger than that 
of the Jefuits in St. Axthony’s Street at Paris, but of the fame 


Form, except that, like their Houfe, it is of the Dorick Order. 
| Bramanto, the famous Italian Architect, drew the Model and 


- Defign of it. The King and Queen’s Apartments are not ftately 5 


but Philip IL. intended this only fora Houfe of Prayer and Re- 
tirement ; the Church and the Library were the things he took 


© moft care toadorn. Titian, the famous Painter, and divers o- 


- thers befides, have exhaufted all their Art and Skill in curioufly 


painting the Galleries of the Library, which indeed are admi- 
rable,notonly for the excellent Painting,but for a-hundred thou- 


{and Volumes that are there, without reckoning the original 


Manufcripts of feveral Fathers and Doétors of the Church,which » 
are delicately bound and gilt. You'll eafily guefs at the bignefs 
of the E/curial, when Lhavetold you, that there arein it {even- 
teen Cloyfters, two and twenty Courts, eleven thoufand Win- 
dows, above eight hundred Pillars, and an infinite number of 
, | o> 2 Parlours 
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Parlours, Halls and Chambers. A little after the Death of# 


Pbilip I. there was taken from the Friars of the Efeurial, a cer~ | 


given them, and was worth eighteen thoufand Crowns per 4n- M 


tain Eftate in Lands (called Campillo) which the late King had 


num ; and this was done by virtue of a Claufe in his Will, by 
which he revoked all the immenfe Donations, which in his 
Life-time he had given. 


4 
1 


The Duke of Braganza being at Court in King Philip the Se- _ 


cond’s time; he had a mind they fhould go with him to the 
Efcurial, that he might fee that ftately Pile of Building. And 
he that had the care of fhewing it to him, told him, it was 
built in performance of a Vow, which Philip I. made at the 


= 


Battle of St. Quintin. The Duke reply’d, He that made fo great 


a Vow, muft needs bave a great Terror upon him. And now in 
mentioning thisKing, remember to have heard, that Charles V. 
recommended to him the Prefervation of the three Keys of. 
Spain. Thefe were the Streights-mouth, Flufbing in Zealand, and 
Cadiz. The Turks ot Moors have the firft, the Dutch the fe- 


cond, and the Englif had the laft; but the King of Spain foon 


recovered it from them. 
The Efcurial is built upon a Defcent of fome Rocks, in a de- 


fert and barren Place, and environed with Hills. ‘The Village - 


ftands below it, and has but few Houfes in’t ; it’s in a manner / 


always cold Weather there. The Extenrof the Gardens and _ 
the Park is a prodigious thing to feé, in which one meets with … 


Woods, Plains, and a vaft Houfe in the midft, in which the 
Keepers lodge. It abounds with all forts of Deer and Fowl. 
After having feen a Place which fo highly deferves our admi- 
ration, we all left it ; and as we had viftted the Royal Houfes 
of Prado and Carcuela, we return’d over the Mountains, which 
is a nearer Way, but very troublefome. We came by Colme- 
nar, and coafting along the little River of Guadarana, we pafs’d~ 


through Rozas and sravaca, and arrived at Madrid, where we à 
learnt that the Queen’s Houfhold were juft going ater to meet — 


her upon the Frontier.. We immediately went to the Palace, to 
bid adieu to the Dutchefs de Terra Nova, and the other Ladies. 
The King had made them all be mounted, that he might fee 
after what manner they would be on the Day of her Entry. 
For this reafon all the Gardens and Doors every way were kept 
clole fhut and guarded, and no Man was to enter there. The 
young Court Ladies look’d well enough; but, goodGod! what | 
Figures were the Dutchefs de Terra Nova, and Donna Maria de 
Alarcon, who were the Governantees of the Queen’s Maids 5 
ghey rid every one upon a Mule fhod with Silver, and all nt 
We 
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with a large Floufing of black Velvet, like that the Phyficians 
in Paris ride With upon their Horfes. Thefe Ladies, drefs’d 
like Widows, (which I have already defcrib'd to you) very old: 
and‘ugly, with morofe and imperious Looks, wore broad Hats 
ty’d with Strings under their Chin ; and twenty Gentlemen, 
who walk’d a foot by their fides, held them up, left they 
fhould fall. They would never have fuftered thefe Men to 
have touch’d them in that manner, had not they fear’d break- 
ing their Necks. For you muft know, dear Coufin, that tho’ 
every Lady has two Gentlemen-Ufhers, and that they go with 
them wherever they go; yet they never give them their Hand. 
They walk by their Sides, and prefent to them their Elbows 
wrapt in their Cloaks, which makes their Arms look monftrous 
thick. The Ladies do not come near them. But that which 
is yet more ftrange, ifthe Queen in walking fhould happen to 
fall, unlefs her Ladies were near her to help her up, tho’ there 
were an hundred Gentlemen there, fhe muft be pleafed either 
to rife by herfelf, or lie all day upon the Ground ; for none 
dare take her up. 

We fpent part of the Afternoon in looking at thefe Ladies : 
The Equipage they had indeed was very rich, but very poorly 
and dully contriv'd. ‘The Dutchefs of Terra Nova had alone 
fix Litters of Velvet of various Colours, and all embroider’d 5 
and forty Mules, whofe Houfings wereas coftly as ever I faw 
any. You will not hear from me again, dear Coufin, be- 
fore the Queen is come hither. While the King is gone to 
meet her, and the whole Court is abfent, my Kinfwoman will 
go: into Avdaloufia, about fome Bufinefs fhe has there. I might 
fend you a fhort Relation of our little Journey, if I could be 
affur'd it would pleafe you. 1 moft heartily embrace you. 


From Madrid this 30th 
of September, 1679. 


LETTER XV. 


v3 Be E whole Court is return’d, and inmy Memoirs you'll find, 
L dear Coufin, the Particulars of the Queen’s Journey. The 
Kingand fhe were both together in one Coach, and theCourtans 
being all open, I faw her at her Arrival here. She was drefs'd 
oe / sd Wal after 
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after the Spanifb way, and I did not think fhe look’d lefs hand- — 
fome in this, than in her French Garb ; but the King was drefs’d — 

a la Schomberg, which is the Spani/h Habit for the Country, and « 
*tis almoft like the French. I have heard it told how ftrangely M 


the Queen was furpriz’d, the firft time fle had the Honour to 


fee him. He had ona clofe body’d Coat of grey Parragon, very _ 
fhort and wide, Velvet Breeches, Stockings of Pelo ; that is, 


raw Silk, which they work fo very loofe, that their Skin ap-: | 
pears through them, This Silk is as fimall as a Hair, and al- — 


tho’ they be very ftrait, yet the King pulls them on at once 5 


and fo he'll tear fometimes twenty Pair one after another. He. 
had alfo a very fine Cravat, which the Queen fent him ; but. 
it was ty’d a little too loofe. His Hair was put behind his 
‘Ears, and he wore'a grey Hat. All the Journey, which was 


very long, they fat clofe to each other in a large Coach, 


and feldom could underftand one another, but by fome cer-~ 


tain Signs: For the King cannot {peak a Word of French, and 


the Queen could {peak but very littleSpanifb. Upon their ar- _ 


rival at Madrid, they went to fing Te Deum at Our Lady de Ato- 
cha, attended by all the Perfons of Quality, and a Multitude. 
of the People, that made the Air refound with Acclamations 


of Joy. Afterwards their Majefties went to Buen Retiro, be- / 


caufe the Apartments in the Palace were not yet ready, and} 


that the Queen was not to remain there till fhe had made her ~ 


Entry. This T'imé muft needs have been very tedious to her 3 


for fhe faw no roy but the Camerera Major, and her Ladies.” 


She’s forc’d to lead a Life fo much againft her Inclinations, 
that fhe has need of all that Difcretion and Sweetnefs of Tem-_ 
per fhe’s poffefs’d of, to be able to endure it. She has not fo 
much as the Liberty to fee the French Ambaffador. To be 


fhort, ‘tis a perpetual Torment. All the Sarifb Ladies love _ 


her dearly, and amongft themfelves pity her. 


Twas fome time ago at the Countefs of Villambrofa’s, and in a à 


great deal of Company : The Marchionefs de la Fuenta came in 
there; and as they-are-extream fuperftitious inthis Country, fo 
fhe told them, like one afftighted, that being with the Queen, 


who looking herfelfina great Glafs,and layingher Hand gently — 


upon it, it crack’d from top to bottom, and that the Queen be- 
held it without being in the leaft moved, but even laughed at 
the Confternation that all the Ladies about her werein ; telling 

them, it betrayed a Weaknefs of Mind to take fuch notice of 
Things and Accidents, as might proceed from natural Caufes. 
They difcourfed and argued a great while upon this matter, and 
with deep Sighs faid, that their Queen would not live long. ~ 


hg 
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: She allo toldus, That the Queen was much more difturbed at 
the incivility of the Camerera Major, who feeing fome of her 
Hairs out of place on her Forehead, fpit on her Fingers to lay 


them fmooth ; upon which the Queen ftayed her Arm, telling 


her in a Majeftick way, that the beft Effence there, was not too 


good ; and that taking her Handkerchief, fhe was a great 


while a cleaning that part of her Hair which this Piece of An- 
tiquity had fo unhandfomely wet. It 1s no uncommon thing 


_here,towet one’s Head all over,the better tofmooth and make the 


Hair fhine.The firft time my Head was drefs’d after, the Spani/> 


“Mode, one of my Relations Women undertook this curious 


piece of Work. She was no lefs than three Hours tugging and 


- pulling my Head ; and finding that my Hair, which is natu- 
rally curling, would not comply 5 withoutfaying a Word tome, 
| fhe dipt a great Spunge twice in a Bafon of Water, and baptiz'd 


Za 


me fo handfomely, that I was laid up with a Cold for a Month. 


But to return to the Queen. It would draw pity from one fo 


E fee how this Camerera treats her. -1 am wellaffured, that fhe 
. neither fuffers her to have fo much as a fingle Hair curled, nor 


to come near her Chamber Windows, nor to fpeakto any body ; 


and yet the King loves the Queen with all his Heart, and for the 


moft part eats with her, and that without Ceremony 5 fo that 


| very often, when the Maids of Honour are laying the Cloth, the 
. King and Queen will divert themfelves in helping them 5 one 


will lay the Cloth, and t’other a Napkin. The Queen has her 
Meat drefs’d after the French way,and the King his after the Spa- 
nifo, He has a Woman Cook to drefs all his Viétuals ; but the 


: Queen endeavours to bring him to like the Ragonfs that are made 


for her ;but hecannot abide them. But now you mut not.ima- 
gine, that their Majeffies are furrounded with their Courtiers 


when they are at Dinner’; at the moft, there are only fome La- 
diesof the Palace ; a few Meuines 5 but a great many Male and 
Female Dwarfs. | . 


The Queen made her Entry the 13th of Sanuary. After all 


_ the Paffages and Avenues of the great Road which leads to Buen 


Retiro were fopt, and all Coaches forbid to come that Way, 


there was a Triumbbal Arch built, and the Queen painted upon te 


- It was alfo covered with divers Garlands, and had feveral Em- 
~ blems and other things painted. Itwas fet inthe Way by which 
: the Queen mut pafs to go in to Madrid. On each fide, there was 


a fort of aGallerywhich had places contriv’d in them,to fhew 


eo 


the Arms of the feveral Kingdoms under theSpanifo Dominion 5 
joyning one to another by certain Villars which fupported 
fome gilt Statues ; every one of which reprefented Crowns’ | 
sn '  S4 oe 
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and Infcriptions which had relation to thofe Kingdoméal 
This Gallery reached to the Triumphal Gate on the greatr 
Road, which was very rich, and adorned with feveral Statues; 5 
where likewife there were four béautiful young Maids drefs'di 
like Nymphs waiting for the Queen, and holding in their Handss 
Bafkets of Flowers, ready to ftrow them on the Ground as fhe? 
pafs’d. Hardly was one out of this Gate orArch, but a fecond ap-- 
peared ; and fo for a great way one after another was feen, T'hefes 
were adorned with the King’s Council, that of the Inquifition, , 
the Council of the Indies, of Arragon, of State, of Italy, of Flan-- 
ders, and other Places, under fo many gilt Statues; that off 
Juftice was higher raifed than all the reft. A little further was: 
reprefented the Golden ge, accompany’d with the Law, Re-- 
wards, Protettion and Punif>ments, The Temple of Faith was: 
exhibited ina Picture ; Honour and Fidelity opened the Gate, and | 
Joy came forth to receive the new Queen. ‘There was befides, . 
a Piéture which fhewed the Reception Solomon gave the Queen: 
of Sheba 5 and another,where Deborab was giving of Laws to her’ 
People. There were alfo the Statues of Ceres, Aftrea, Union, , 
Virtue, Life, Safety, Time, the Earth, Tranquility, Peace, Great-. 
gefs, Reft, Themis, and Liberality. Amongft all the Painting, , 
T took notice of that where Æness is defcending into Hell 3; 
Cerberus chained by the Sybile ; the Elyfian Fields, where An+ 
chifes fhewed his Son who fhould fucceed him in his Pofterity. - 
The reft were filled with an infinite number of Hieroglypkicks. 
The Queen ftopt at the third Arch, which was over-againft 
a very fine Parterre in her way. In it were falls of Water, Grot- 
to’s, Fountains and white Marble Statues, Nothing could be | 
more pleafant than this Garden, It belong’d to the Friars of St. | 
Francis of Paulo, who built it. The fourth Gate was in the | 
middle of the Place, call’d Del Sol. It was no lefs glorious than 
the others, by the Gold, PiGtures, Statues, and Motto’s aboutit. . 
The Street where the Furriers dwelt, was all full of feeming - 
Animals ; though their Skin was fo artificially ftuff ’d, that any 
body would have taken them for living Tygers, Lions, Bears, 
and Panthers, ‘The fifth Gate, which was that of Guadalajara, 
had its peculiar Ornaments, And after that, the Queen pafs'd in- 
tothe GoldfmithsStreet ; the fide of which was fet fullof An- 
“gels of pure Silver. There were feenalfo divers Bucklers of Gold, : 
_ upon which were contrived the King’s and Queen’s Names with 
their Arms, in Pearls, Rubies, Diamonds, Emeralds, and other 
Stones ; fo fine and rich, that the Skilful faid, there was to the 
value of above twelve Millions. In the Placa Mayor there was 
an Amphitheatre fet full of Statues, and adorned with Paint- 
| ings. 


at 
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ings. The lait Gate was near that. In the middle of the firft 
Front of the Queen Mother’s Palace, was feen Apollo, all the 
Mufes, the Piéture of the King and Queen on horfeback, and 
divers others things,which I did not mind {o much to give you 
an Account of them. The Palace Court was furroundèd with 
young Men and Maids, which reprefented all the Rivers both 
great and {mall of Spain, They were crown’d with Reeds and, 
Water Lillies, with Pots overturn’d ; and the reft of their At- 
tire fuitable. They complimented the Queen in Latin and Spa- 

nif. There were alfo ereéted in this Court, two Caftles of 
Artificial Fireworks. All the Palace was hung with the richeft 
Tapeftry that belonged to the Crown 5 and there are but few 
Places in the World where there is finer feen, Two Chariots 
full of Muficians went before their Majefties. fe 
The Magiftrates of the City came out of their Publick Houfe 
in their Robes, which were made of Brocade embroidered with 
Gold, Theywore little Hatsbutton’d up with Plumes of Fea- 
thers, and were mounted upon very fine Horfes. ‘They came to 
prefent the Keys of the City to the Queen, and to receive her 
under a Canopy, The King and the Queen Mother went ina 
Coach all open, that the People might fee them, as far as 
_ the Countefs of Ogvate’s Houfe,where the Queen came to them. 
_ Six Trumpeters in black and red Suits, in Company of the | 
_ City Kettle Drums, mounted upon fine Horfes, whofe Houfings 
” were of black Velvet, marched before the Alcade of the Court : 
The Knights of the three Military Orders, namely, St. James, 
. Calatrava, and Alcantara, followed after in Cloaks all embroi- 
dered with Geld, and their Hats cover’d with Plumes of Fea- 
thers ; after them went the Titulados de Cajtille, and the Of- 
_ ficersof the King’s Houfhold. They wore white Robes, and moft 
of them were Grandees of Spain. ‘Their Hats were trim’d with 
Diamonds and Pearl, and their Magnificence appeared every 
way. They had moit admirable Horfes. Every one had abun- 
dance of Liveries ; and their Footmen’s Suits were of Gold 
and Silver Brocade, mix’d with colour’d Silk, which look’d very 
well. | , | 
The Queen rid upon a curious Horfe of 4ndaloufia, which 
the Marquefs de Villa Mayna, her firft Gentleman Ufher, led by 
the Reins. Her Cloaths were fo richly embroidered, that one 
could fee noStuff. She wore a Hat trim’d with a Plume of F'ea- 
thers, and the Pearl call’d the Peregrina, which is as big as a 
{mall Pear, and of an ineftimable Value. Her Hair hung loofe 
upon her Shoulders,. and upon her Forehead. Her Neck was a 
little bare, and fhe wore a {mall Fardingdal, She had upon her 
Finger 
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Finger the large Diamond of the King’s, which 1s pretended to 
be the faireft in Europe. But the Queen’s pretty Looks, and her 
Charms, fhined much brighter than all the fparkling Jewels with 
“which fhe was adorned. Behind her, and without the Canopy, 
went the Dutchefs de Terra Nova drefs’d in Duenna, together with | 
Donna Laura Maria de Alarcon Governante of the Queen’s’ 
Maids. They rid each of them upon a Mule. Immediately af=s 
ter them, the Queen's Maids, to the number of Eight, ‘all co-- 
vered with Diamonds and Embroidery, appeared upon'very fine? 
- Horfes, every one having two of the Court walking by- their’ 
Side: ‘The Queen’s Coaches went afterthem ; and the Guards of 
the Lancilla brought up the Rear. She ftopt before the Coun-- 
tefs of Oznate’s Houfe, to falute the King and Queen Mother. 
She alighted at St. Mary’s, where Cardinal Portocarrero, Arch-- 
bifhop of Toledo, waited for her ; and immediately Te Deum: 
began. As foon as it was ended, fhe mounted her Horfe again, , 
“and rid to the Palace ; where fhe was receiv’d by the King and. 
Queen Mother. The King help’d her off her Horfe; and the Queen: 
Mother. taking her by the Hand, led her to her Apartment,, 
where all the Ladies were waiting for her, and fell on their: 
Knees in all Humility to kifs her Hand. While I am upon this: 
Head of the Palace, I fhould tell you, dear Coufin, that 1? 
have heard there are certain Laws or Rules eftablifh’d in the: 
Palace, which have been obferv’d there for above thefe hun-- 
: dred Years,without the leaft Devotion; they are call’dthe Orders: 
or Ceremonials of the Palace. “They run thus, That the Queen: 
of Spain fhall go to Bed at Ten a Clock in Summer; and Nine: 
in Winter. At the Queen’s firft being here, fhe did not confi-- 
der the appointed Hour; it feem’d to her reafonable, that the: 
Rule of going to Bed fhould be when one isfleepy 3 but it: 
frequently happen’d, thatas fhe was eating her Supper, fome off 
her Women, without faying a Word to her, would begin to». 
undrefs her Head, and others to pull off her Shoes under the» 
Table, and fo hurry her to Bed with that hafte, as made her: 


# 


very much wonder, KT 

‘The King of Spain fleeps in one Apartment, and the: Queen: 
‘in another ; but this loves his Queen too well’ to lie from her,. 
It is thus noted in the Orders ; that when the King comes out: 
of his own Chamber, in the Night, to go into the Queen’s, he: 
muft wear his Shoes like Slippers ; (For here they make none oft 
thefe laf) his black Cloak upon his Shoulders inftéad of a: 
Night-Gown; (which no body makes ule of at Madrid) his Bro-- 
quel, or Bucklar (of which*I have fpoken‘in fome of my Let-- 
ters) faften’d under his Arm ; and his Bottle FRA a 
is | | tring | 
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String to the other: but you muft not think this Bottle holds 
drink to quench Thirft; it is for a quite contrary Purpofe, 
which you muft guefs. With all this Accoutrement, the 
King has befides a long Rapier in one Hand, and a dark 
Lanthorn in the other ; and in this mgnner he is oblig’d to 
go all alone into the Queen’s Chamber. 

There’s another Order in the Ceremonial, which is, that 
after the King has taken a Mijfre/s, and happens to forfake her, 
fhe muft bea Nun, as havealready told you. Ihave heard that 
the late King being in Love with a Lady of the Palace, he 
Knock’d one Night foftlyat her Chamber Door: As fhe imagin’d 
it was he, fo fhe would not open it, and only faid to him 
through the Door, Baya, Baya, eon Dios, no quiero fer Monja, that 
is to'fay, Go, go, God be with you, I bave no mind to be a Nun. 

It is alfo fet down, that the King every time he receives a 
Favour from his Miftrefs, muft give her four Piffoles: you per- 
ceive he will not ruin his Eftate thus, and that the Expence he 
is at for his Pleafure is very moderate. To this Purpofe it is 
Ree known, that Philip the IV. the Father of the prefent 

ing, having heard of the Beauty of a famous Courtezan, went 
to fee her at her Houfe; but beinga religious obferver of the Or- 
\ders,he gave her but four Piftoles. She was very angry at fo dif- 
ane a Recompence toher Merit ; but diffembling her 
ifpleafure, fhe drefs’d her {elf like a Cavallero, and went to fee 
the King; and after fhe had made her felt known, and had had 
a moft particular Audience of him, fhe pull’d outa Purfe of four 
hundred Piftoles, and laid upon the Table : It is thus, {aid fhe, 
I pay my Miftreffes: fo pretending that this time the King was 
her Miffref:, feeing fhe came in Man’s Cloaths to find him out. 

By thefe Ceremonials, the fix’d time of the King’s going to 
any of his Houfes of Pleafure is known, whether it be to the 
Efcurial, to Aranjuas, or to Buen Retiro; fo that without ftay- 
ing for his Orders, all his Equipage is fent away, and early 
in the Morning they go to awake him, that he may rife and 
put on thofe Cloaths that are fet down in the Orders, accor- 
‘ding to the Seafon ; and after that he fteps into his great 
Coach; and fo very contentedly goes, where feveral Ages patt 
it has been agreed on. . 7 ; 

When the appointed time comes to retutn, tho’ the King 
is never fo well pleas’d where he is, yet he muft go away, 
that he may not alter the Cuftom. , 

_ Itis alfo known when he is to go to Confeffon, and to 
perform his Devotions: at that time the Confeffor comes, and 


prefents himfelt. 


Every 
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Every Courtier, and even the EmbafJadors, are oblig’d, when 
they go into the King’s Chamber, to put oncertairf little Lawn — 
Cufts, which they wear quite flat upon their Sleeves. There are « 
Shops in the Guard Room, where the Lords hire them, and re-» 
turn them when they come out. In like manner all the Ladies 
are to wear Pattens when they go into the Queen's pren 1 

Of San- 
dals, into which the Shoe is faften’d, and which’ raifes them 
up very high. If they fhould appear before the Queen with- 


J think I have already told you, that thefe are a kin 


out thefe Sardals, fhe would take it very ill. 


The Queens of Spain have none but Widows and Maids a- — 


bout them. The Palace is fo full of them, that one can lee no- 
thing elfe through the Lettices and in the Balconies. And here’s 
one thing feems to me very fingular, which is, That a Man, al- 
though he be married, is allowed to declare himfelf a Lover or 


Gallant of a Lady of the Palace; and for her fake, to commit. 
allthe Follies, and to fpend all the Money he can,without being 


in the leaft blamed for ir. One fhall fee thefe Gallants in the 


Court, and all the Ladies in the Windows ; where ’tis their dai- 


ly Employment to difcourfe with, and entertain one another 


by their Fingers: For you muft know, that their Hands {peak 


a Language that is perfeétly intelligible; and, as it might be 


guefs’d,asif it was alwaysalike;and thatthe fame Signs always ! 


meant the fame things : fo they agree with their Mi/trefJes upon! 


certain private Signs and Aétions, which no body elfe under- ~ 


ftands. This kind of Love is publick. A Man mutt be of a pe- 
culiar fort of Wit and Humour dexteroufly to manage thefe In- 
trigues,and to be accepted by the Ladies; for they are wonder- 
ful delicate and nice ; they do not talk like other People. In 
the Palace there reigns a certain Genius and Strain, of Wit, 
quite different from that in the City ; and {o peculiar, that one 
muft learn it as they do an Art or Trade, When the Queen 
goes abroad, all, or, however, the greateft part of the Ladies 
eo with her. ‘Then the Gallants, who are conftantly upon the 
Watch, goa foot by their Coach fides, that they may enjo 
their Converfation. It is really good fport to fee how thet 
poor Lovers dirty themfelves ; for the Streets are horrid nafty : 
but then, the more dirty, the more gallant. When the Queen 
returns home late, there are carried before the Coaches where 
her Ladies are, forty or fifty Hambeaus of white Wax ; and this 
~fometimes makes a very gloricus Illumination ; for there are 
feveral Coaches, in every one divers Ladies ; fo that fre- 
quently one may fee above a thoufand Mambeaus, befides 
-thofe the Queen has. 
| When 


| 
| 
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When the Ladies of the Palace are let Blood, the Chirurgeon 
takes a mighty care of the Ligature, Fillet, or any Cloath or 
Handkerchief upon which any of the Blood of the fair one has 
fallen; for he never fails to make a rich Prefent of it to the Ca- 
vallere that loves her. And this islook’d upon to be a worthy Oc- 
cafion for a Man to ruin himfelf to all intents. There have been 
fome fo extravagantly foolifh, as to give the Chirurgeon a 
Spoon, a Fork, or a Knife, which may be the Stock of a great. 
many we know : for, I affure you, this extends to the Value 
of three or four thoufand Crowns. And this is a Cuftom fo 
rooted amongit them, that a Man had rather feed upon nothing 
but Radifhes and Leeks all the Year long, than not to per- 
form what he is oblig’d to do upon thefe fort of Occafions. 
"Few of the Ladies of the Palace leave it without being very 
advantagioufly marry’d. ‘There are alfo the Queen’s Menines, 
who are fo very young when they come to her, that fhe has 
fome not above fix or feven Years old: thefe are Children of 
the higheft Quality. I have feen fome of them more beauti- 
than the God of Love himfelf was ever painted. À | 
On fome folemn Days, when the Ladies of the Palace go a- 
broad, or when the Queen gives Audience, every Lady has the 
Privilege to place by her Sides two Cavalleros, who put on their 
ats before their Majefties, although they be not Grandes of 
pain. They are called Embevicidos, that is, drunk with Love, 
‘and fo tranfported with their Paffion, and the Pleafure of being 
near their Miftreffes, that they are uncapable of minding any | 
thing elfe: they are permitted to be cover’d for the fame reafon 
that mad Men are, who underftand not their Obligation toDe- 
cency and good Manners ; but yet to enjoy this Liberty, they 
muft have leave from their Ladies, otherwife they dare not 
prefume to attempt its | 
There is no other Diverfion at Court, than Plays; but du- 
ring the Carnaval, they empty Eggs bya little holein the Shell, 
and fill them full of {weet {cented Water, and then ftop them 
up again with Wax ; and when the King is at a Play, he 
shrows thefe at every body; and every one, in imitation of his 
Majefty, throws them likewife at one another. This perfum’d 
Rain makes the Air very fweet, but withal wets People pretty 
handfomely : and this is one of their greateft Paftimes; there’s 
hardly any body at this Seafon but what carries a hundred of 
thefe Egg-fhells, that are either fill’d with Orange flower, 
or fome other fweet fcented Water, and as they go along in 
their Coaches,throw them in Folks Faces. At this time thePeo- 
ple alfo pleafe themfelves after their fafbion. For cman 
| they'll 
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they'll break off the neck of a Bottle, and tie that part that is 
within the Wicker to the Tail of a Dog, and fometimes you 
Shall fee above two thoufand run after him. | 
‘The King’s Dwarf isthe prettieft that ever I faw, his Nam 
is Lovifillo: he was born in Flanders, he is extream little, andi 
exatly well proportion’d; he hasa handfome Face, an admira- 
ble Complexion, and not only wittier thanone can imagine,but 
withal very wife and knowing. When he goes to take the Air,, 
there’s a Groom to wait on him, whoridesupon one Horfe,andl 
carries another before him, which is fo very {mall, that he mayy 
properly be term’d a dwarf Horfe, and is as handfome for hiss 
kind as his Mafter is for his. ‘This Horfe is brought tothe 
Place where Lovi/illo is to mount him, for he would be almoftt 
tired if he was to walk fo far; and it is reallya great Pleafures 
to fee the Dexterity of this little Animal and his Mafter, whenn 
he orders him like a manag’d Horfe. I do affure you that ca 
he is upon his Back, they do not both make above three quar— 
ters of an Ell in heighth. He fald very ferioufly pie || 
that he-would fight the Bull at the firft Bull Feaft, for the fakes 
of his Miftrefs Donna Elvira. Thisisa little Girl about lever 
or eight years of Age, but wonderfully beautiful. The Queem 
commanded him to be her Gallant. Itis a great Happinefs for 
this Child that fhe isfallen into the Queen’s Hands, I telll 
you how it happen’d. CA 
The Father of Mercy went to redeem a certain number off 
Slaves that they brought to Madrid, and according to their 
Cuftom of coming through the City in Proceffion, the Queem 
chanced to caft her Eyes on a captive Woman, who led two 
little Girls bythe hand: they feem’d to be Sifters; but there wass 
this difference between them, that one was extream handfome,, 
and the other asugly. ‘The Queen made her come to her, andi 
afk’d her if fhe was the Mother of thofe two Children: fhe» 
anfwer’d, that fhe was Mother only to the uglyone. And hows 
came you by the other, faid the Queen? Madam, reply’d the: 
Woman,we werein a Veffel inwhich there was a great Lady bigs 
with Child, but we did not know who fhe was; only by her At-- 
tendance and therichnefs of her Cloaths, it was eafie to thinks 
fhe muft be of Quality. After a long and fharp fight we were 
_ taken, the greateft part of her People were killed, and fhe wass 
‘fo frighted, that fhe fell in Travel, and as foon as fhe was de-- 
liver d, dy’d. Iwasby her, and feeing this poor little Creatures 
without a Nurfe and ready to perifh, I refolv’d tonourith it up» 
with my own, if it was poffible. Asfoon as the Corfairs were: 
Mañters of our Ship, they divided the booty amongft them-- 
es felves 3; 
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felves 5 they Were in two Veffels, and fo each took away with 
them the Lot that was fallen to them. Thofe remaining Wo- 
men and other Servants’ which belong’d to this Lady were on 
one fide of the Veffel, and I on the other; fo that, Madam, 
continu’d the Woman, I wasnever able to learn what or whothe 
Perfon was, whofe Child I fav’d. I now look upon her as my 
own Daughter, and fhe believes I am her Mother. So charita- 
ble à Deed, fays the Queen, fhall not go unrewarded ; 1 fhall 
take caré of you, and the little Ircognito I will keep. And in- 
deed the Queen loves it fo extreamly, that the Girl always 
wears very rich Cloaths. She follows her Majefty every 
where, and talks to her with that grace and freedom, as fufh- 
ciently declares her to be of no mean Original. Perhaps time 
‘may difcover who fhe is. - ae | 
- Here are none of thofe folemn and pleafant Feftivals which 
are at Verfailles, when the Ladies havethe honour to eat with 
their Majefties. Allis very referv’d in this Court, and in my 
Opinion, nothing but a general and conftant Habit could pre- 
vent abundance of things from being extream tedious to them. 
Thofe Ladies who do notactually dwell at Court, never come 
to it, but when the Queen fends for them ; and fhe is not al- 


low’d to fend for them often neither. She lives for the moit 


part without any other Company than her Women: there was 
never any Life more melancholy than her's. 

When fhe goes a hunting (and you muft know, that of all 
the Queens that have reign’d in Spain, fhe’s the firft that has had 
this liberty) and is come to the Place appointed for mounting 
on horfeback, fhe muft fet her feet upon the Coach Boot, and 
fo throw her felf upon her Horfe. Itis not long fince fhe had 


one, that being a lirtle fhy and fkittifh, would ftart away as 


fhe leap’d upon him, and fo fhe had a moft grievous fall. 
When'the King is there, he aflifts her ; but no body elfe dare 
come fo near the Queens of Spain, as to touch them and help 
them on horfeback ; they hadrather they fhould be hurt, and 
that their Lives fhould be expos’d to the greateft Danger. 

She has fourteen Mattreffes or Quilts upon her Bed : there’s 
neither Flocks nor Feather-beds ufed here, thefe Quilts being 
made of Spanif> Wool, which is the fineft in the World ; they 
are not above three fingers thick, fo that her Bed is no higher 
than one of ours in France. They make thefe Mattreffes fo | 


thin, that they may the more eafily be turn’d and remov'd 5 
and indeed, 1 have obfery’d that they keep hollower, and are 
not near fo hard. 7 


Kt 
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It is the Cuftom in Madrid, for the Mafter ‘or Miftrefs of 
the Houfe to go before thofe that come to feethem. They 
think this is a piece of great Civility, to leave, fay they, a: 
Perfon in the Poffeffion of all that isin the Room. As to the» 
Women, they do not kifs one another in their Salutation, they! 
only prefent their Hand without a Glove. | 
They have another Cuftom, which I think odd and peculiar* 
enough; and that is, when a Daughter has a mind to be mar-- 
ry’d, and is the eldeft, and has already made her Choice,, 
tho’ both her Father and Mother are againft the Match, fhe: 
need only go to the Curate of the Parifh and tell him the: 
Matter, and the Bufinefs isdone. Immediately he takes her’ 
from her Parents Houfe, and either puts her into a Convents, 
or to fome devout Lady, where fhe remains for a little time :: 
afterwards, if fhe perfeveres in her Refolution, the Father and! 
Mother are oblig’d to give her a Portion fuitable to her Quali-. 
ty and their Eftate, and in fpite of them fhe is marry’d. Partly: 
upon this Account it is, that fuch Care is taken to keep their: 
Daughters clofe, and to let no body fpeak to them, and fo to: 
make it difficult for them to take any Meafures for the ma~- 
nagement of an Intrigue, Otherwife, provided the Cavallero) 
be a Gentleman, itisfufficient; and he may marry his Miftrefs, y 
tho’ fhe fhould prove to be the Daughter of a Grandee of Spain. | 
Since my peng in this Country, | think I have not neglected . 
informing you of every thing: I will now proceed to finifh 
my Memoirs of the Court of Spain, feeing thofe I firft fent you 
pleafe you fo well. I fhall fend you the reft as faft as any thing 
happens and offers it felf, that is worth your Curiofity and. 
Notice. I doalfo promife you to write you that Relation you | 
defire of me. But for all thefe little Trifles, I muft beg you, | 
dear Coufin, to grant me fomething that is confiderable ; and | 
that is, the Continuation of your Friendfhip, for which I have. 
a juft Value. | 


Ed 


From Madrid this 28tb 
of September, 168r. 
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LETTER XVL 


Prefent State of Spain, 
= Tothe Year 1700. 


7 OÙ defir'd, in your laft, fome Account of the Court of 
Spain; and more particularly touching the Nobility 
thereof, which I fhall endeavour to fatisfy you in, fo 

far as is come to my Knowledge : for you muft underftand the 
Spaniards aré a proud referv'd fort of People; with great Opr- 
ion of their own, and as mean of other Nations, that makes 
ate very difficult of Accefs; and fo by Confequence; a hard 
thing for a Stranger to make that Friendfhip among Perfons of 
Quality; which is neceffary for a due Information of Matters 
concerning Perfons of the firft Rank: which Confidérations 
join’d to the natural Jealoufy of the Men of that Country, as 
well as the accuftomary Reférvednefs of the Women, makes 
me often fmile to hear our’ travelling Gallants relate their 
Friendfhip with the Gentlemen,and Intrigues with the Ladies, 
with fo much Falfhood and Confidence. 5 

= The prefent King is Charles I, the Emperor Charles V: of 
the Houfe of 4uffria his Anceftor, being born the firft of that 
Name. ThisPrince was born Sunday the fixth of November; 61. 
at half an hour after 12 at Noon; to the great Joy of his 
Father, Philip IV. and Mother Dora Mariana de Aufiria, 
Sifter of the prefent Emperor; his Nephew the Dau- 
phin of France, being born the firft. His Fatherdied the 25th = 
of November, 65. The next Day the Councils went in State, * 
and proclaim’d the new King, and kifs’d his Hand. On the 
28th of November, the Town of Madrid lifted up the Standard 
for the new King, by the Hands of Dox Ramin de Gufmany 
Duke of Medina de los Torres, accompany’d by the Nobility, — 
King at Arms. &e, Raving, ouate a Scaffold ‘richly — 
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cover’d in the great Piazza, the oldeft King of Arms, having © 
proclaim’d Silence three times, the Duke liftsup the Standard, 
‘crying three times (Cajtilia, for the Catholick King Charles the - 
Second of that Name, whom God Preferve) all the People — 
crying out, Viva. ‘They not ufing to Crown their Kings pre-" 
fently; but aday or two after. Don Lewis de Arragon Duke of \ 
Cardonna and Segorbe, the moft ancient Knight of the Golden 
Fleece, knighted him in the Prefence of feveral Knights of that — 
Order, put on him the Collar of the Golden Fleece, with the — 
ufual Ceremonies. The Princes of Aftiliano, Auclino, and — 
Montalto, doing him Homage for Italy: Prince of Barbancon, for — 
Flanders: The Embaffador, for Germany: And the Duke of Car= 
donna tor Spain. He remain’d under the Tutelage of his 
Mother, “till the Year 1675, when he took upon him the Go- 
vernment. »He is aneafy Man, tall and thin, fair, with the 
Auftrian great under Lip ; but of mean Capacity, and not at 
all active. Which makes the Spaniards often cry out: When fhall — 
we liave a King of our own Complexion? They fpeak very | 
flightly of him, as of an Innocent. But yet they are very 
Loyal, laying all the Mifcarriages in the Government on the. 
Minifters, who are chang’d often enough. | 
As to the Nobility ofthis Kingdom,they may bedividedinto _ 
the Higher and Lower ; the former comprehending only fuch 
as are Grandees; who are cover’din the King’s Prefence. They | 
were fo ordér’d byCharles the Fifth, to avoid the Competitions, 
between the great Men of Spain, and Princes of Germany, and 
in fome fort to make them equal. ‘There are faid to be three 
degrees of Preherninence herein: The firft come into the | 
King’s Prefence, {peak to him cover’d, and then put on their — 
Hat. ‘The fecond fpeak to the King, and put not on their | 
Hat, “till the King has {poke to them. The third {peak to the 
King, and ftand by, till the King commands them to cover. 


The Names and Titles of thefe Grandees follow hereafter, in | 
an Alphabetical order. a 


Duxres of, 


t. Abrabaïtes, his Name Alencafire, his Eftates in Portugal 
and Caflille, le 

2. Alburquerque, his Name Cueva, his Eftates in Caftille. 

3- Alcala, his Name Ribora, his Eflates in Andaloufia, now 
united by Marriage to the Duke (Medina Celi.) + 
- 4. Alva, his Name Toledo, his E@ates in Caftille, Granadas 
and Navarre, : 

ee à. 


“* . Arcee 
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- 4. Arcos, is Name Poncedeleon, hisEftates in Andaloufia. » 
6. Arifcot, his Name Arrenberg, his Eftates in Flanders. 
4, Aveiro, his Name Alencaftre, his Eftates in Portugal. ( Arco) 
8. Buena, his Name Codova, his Eftates in Andaloufia and Na- 
bles. (Seffa) pr: 
9. Barcelos, his Namé Percira and Portugal; his Eftates in 
Portugal. mt 83223 1 ue | 
10. Begar, his Name Zuniga, his Eftates in Caftille and 4n-° 
daloufia. Mi at | {seu à 
x. Braccian; his Namie Vefino; his Eftates in Italy. is 
12. Braganza, his Name Percira and Portugal, his Eftates in 
Portugal, now King thereof. : “24 
13. Carmina, his Namie Merufes, his Eftates in Portugal; 
14. Cardonna, his Name 4rragon, Fole, Cordova, his Eftates . 
in Caftill’, Andaloufia, Valentia, and Catalonid. (Medina Celt) 
15. Ce , his Name Sandoval, his Eftates in Ca/tille. 
16. Efca'ona; his Name Pacheco, his Eftates in Caftlle. 
17. Feria, his Name Fgueroa, his Eftatesin Extwmadivia. 4. 
48. Frias; his Name Velafco; his Eftates in Caftille:(the Con © 
flable ) aa 3a 
:19: Gandias his Name Borja; his Eftatesin Valentias > | 
20. Guftales, his Name Gonzaga, his Eftates in Lombardy, », 
fae’) see Sir 6 ae ee 
"ox. Linares; his Name Alencaftres his Eftatés in Portugal. 
| 92; Hure, his Name Croys his Eftates in Flandéts.« 60 ts 
23. Hijar, his Name Sylva, his Eftates in Caftille and Arraé. . 
oe | Ka ss | ” 
: 24. Huefcar, his Name Toledo, his Eftatés in Grawadas | 
25: Infantado; his Name Mendoza, his Eftates in Caftilles 
Admiral of 4rragon. 
26. Lerma, his Name Sandoval Roxas, his Eftates in Caftilles 
(Medina Celi) | si tee 
.27. Maquida; his Name Cardenas, his Eftates in Caftille and 
Valentia. (Naxera) 
28. Medina Celi, his Name Corda, his Eflates in Caffille and 
Andaloufia. e 
29. Medina Riofecas his Name Henriquesshis Effates in Caffil'e 
and Sicily; (Admiral of Caftille) LOE as 
30. Medinia Sidonia; his Name Gufman, his Eflates in Anda-. 
loufia. Her | | 
31. Medina de los Torres; his Name Gu/man; his Eftates in 
Caftillé and Andaloufia, Ae Poss 
32. Montalto, his Name Moncada and Arragon, his Eftates 
| Ainÿei/yi. Ag i 


+ 2 33 Méntelears, 
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33. Moñtelean,s his Name Pignatelli; his Eftates in the King- 
dom of Naples. — | | 
34. Naxera, his Name Manrique de lara, his Eftates in Caftille. 

35. Nothera, his Name Caraffa and Caftriote, his Eftates in" 
Naples, ù 

we Offuna, his Name Giron, his Eftates in Andaloufia. 
37. Paliano, his Name Colona; his Eftates in Naples, and | 
Land of the Church. 4 

38. Paftrana, his Name Silva, his Eftates in Caftille. 

394 Pegnaranda, his Name Zuniga, his Eftates in Cajtille. 

40. St. Lucar, his Name Gufman, his Eftates in Andaloufias — 
(Medina de los Rios.) 11 

41. Segorbe, his Name Arragon, his Eftates in Valentia (Me- — 
dina Celi.) — : 

42. St. Peter; his Namé Spinola, his Eftates in Milan, Ge- 
nOds 7 
43: Seffa, his Name Fernandez dé Cordova, his Eftates in Na- | 

les, | 

P 44. Salmoneta, his Name Cajeftano, his Eftates in the Land 
of the Church. 

45. Terranova, his Name rragon and Cortez 3 his Eftates in 
Sicily and Cafiille. 

46. Torrecufa, his Name Caracciolo, his Eftates in Naples. 

47: Turfis, his Name Doria, his Eftates in Naples, Genoa. 

48. Torres Novas, his Name Alencaftre, his Eftates in Portu — 
ral 
‘ 49. Veraguas; his Name Columbus and Portugal, his Eftates in 
Andaloufiay Jamaica, Peru. = 

50. Vivona, his Name Peralta and Arragon, his Eftates in 
Sicily. 
É eh Villa Hermofa, his Name Arrazon and Borja, his Eftates 
in Arragen. 

52. Uxeda, his Name Sandoval y Roxas, his Eftates in Caftille. 


Princes of, 


53. Afeuli; his Name Leiva, his Eftatesin Naples; 

$4. Bifinana, his Name San Senerino, his Eftates in Naples. 

§5. Borera, his Name Colona, his Eftates in Sicily. 

56. Ligni, his Name Ligni, his Eftates in Flanders, 

57. Melchi, his Name Doria, his Eftates in Naples. 

_  §8. Molfara, his Name Gonsaga, his Eftates in Lombardy 
atid: Naples. , 


$9. Stillane 
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59. Stillayo, his Name Caraffa, his Eftates in Naples and 
Lombardy. (Medina de Riofeca) 
60. Sulmona, his Name Burgefio, his Eftates in Bolognia and 
‘the Church. : 
61. Vinofa and Piombina, his Name Ludovitio, his Eftates in 
Naples and Tufcany. | | 


Marqueffe s of, 


62, Aguilar, his Name Manrique, his Eftates in Cafhlle. (Fe: 
iliana) | 
° 63. Aytona, his Name Moncada, his Eftates in Catalonia. 
64. Alcanizas, his Name Henriques, his Eftates in Caftille 
and India. | 
65. Aforga, his Name Offorio, and Villa lobas, his Eftates 
in Caftille and Leon, | 
66. Balbaces, his Name Spinola, his Eftates in Cafiille. . 
67. Camarafa, his Name Cobos and Luna, his Effates in 4rra- 
gon and Galicia. 
* 68. Del Carpio, his Name Haro, his Eftates in Andalonfia. 
\ 69. Caftel Rodrigo, his Name Moura and Corte Real, his Eftates 
‘in Portugal. ge 
jo. Comures, his Name Ayala and Cordova, his Eflates in 
Andaloufia. (Medina Celi) 
_ 91. Denia, his Name Sandoval and Roxas, his Eftates in 
Valentia. (Ditto) : 
32. Hinoiofa, his Name Mendoza and Arrellano, his Eftates in 
 Cafille and Rioja. 
. ‘43. Lezaner, his Name Mifia and Gufmans his Eftates in 


| 74. “Mondexar, his Name Mendoza, his Eftates in Caffille. 
Mines Pefcara, his Name Avalos, his Eftates in Naples 2 The 
Or Spe Bafto, his Name Avalos, his Eftates in> fame 
d Naples. Perfon. 
34. Prieo, his Name Cordova and Aguilar, his Eftates in 


81. Villa Franca, his Name Toledo and Offorio, his Eftates in 
“Leon, Galicia and Naples. ai ee 
83, Villina, his Name Pacheco, his Eftates in Ca/ftille and the 
Mancha. (The Duke of Æ/calona) à 
Hat deg Le Cond ps 
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Condees or Earls of, 


83: Altamira, his Name Mofcofo, his Eftates in Galicia. 
84. Alua de Lifto, his Name Henriques, his Eftates in Caftille, — 
» 85.Urenna, his Name Tellez Giren, his Eftates in Andaloufia. 
(Duke of Offuza) : Sem YD a eo 
* 86. Aranda, his Name Urrea, his Eftates in Arragon. 
87. Benevento, his Name Pimentel, ‘his Eftates in Ca/tille. 
88. Cabra, his Name Cordova, his Eftates in Andaloufia. — 
(Duke of Se/Ja} ite | eee AT. RAC 4 


89. Egmont, his Name Egmont, his Eftates in Flanders, - 
90. Fuenfalida, his Name Ayala, his Eftates in Caftille. 
91. Lemos, his Name Caffro, his Eftatesin Galicia, (Mardel — 
Carpio) | EE nine, a 
+ ga Levin, his Name Brawyont and Toledo, his Eftates in | 
Navarre. | ; CSA, TLC 
93. Monterey, his Name Azevedo Zuniga and Fonfecca, his — 
Eftates in Galicia: of Aveta ot he 1 
- 94. Olivares, his Name Gufman, his Eftates in Andaloifia, | 
(Med. de los Torres.) , vale. Iear eee © ROUGES, 
2295. Onnata, bis Name. Ladron de Guevara, his Eftatesin — 
Caftille. (Med. de los Torres) — ‘Er 
1962 Orope[d, ‘his Name Toledo, his Eftates in Caftille. / 
97. Santa Gadea, his Name Padilla, his Eftates in Caftille. 
“9B. Medellin, his Name Portocarrero, his Eftates in Palma. 


à 1 
‘ palo Vo 
pte or nate 5 he I CE — 
coiffe tte tete ut Été Ne LS 


: Of thefe Grandees, there arefome more eminent than others. 
The Family of the Duke of Medina Celi, Don Louis de la Corda, ° 
fénriques des Ribera, Saridoval y Roxas, Ayala, Arragon, Fole y Cor- 
dova, may well be efteem’d the firft ; as that by the Corda, hé 
is linéally defcended from the Kings of Ca/tille and France; and 
bythe #ragor,the Mother’sFamilly,from the Kings of Arragons 
all whofe ae Enfigns he carries in his Arms. ‘There’ is : 
ynited in his Perfon feven Grandec/bips, as enjoying the Titles 
and Eftates of Medina Celi, Cardonna, Segorbe, Lerma, y Alcala, be- 
ing five Dukedoms, Comares and Denia, two ‘Marquifates, be- 
fides a great miany other Titles, which only carry the Prehe- 
iminence of Titles of Ca/tille ; of which we Shall {peak herer 
after. * Tp thefe Titles, he has the’Support of above 40000 : 
Ducats per Annum, aboye 100000 Pound sterling ¢ fo that I 
doubt not, but hemay juftly deferve the Appellation of the 
moit illuftricus Sub Europe. :’**..: je; RSS 
‘% Gufiman Duke of Medina Sidonia was in very high efteem, "till 
pis concern in the Revolt of Portugal fram Spain ; the Duke of, 
120) Lin * 7 ' FRE a és i | pape : Braganra 
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Braganza, after King of Portugal, having marry’d his Sifter, who 
were Parents of our Queen Katherine. His Revenue was 1000¢9 
Ducats by Cuftoms of his Port St. Lucar, and 100000 Ducats 
by his Fifhery of Tunny-Fifh at Cortes, 190000 Ducats by 
Rents of Lands. And of the fame Family, 1s Gufman Duke of 
Medina de los Torres, St. Lucar the Greater, Prince of Stillano, by 
which his Name Caraffa, Conde de Olivares, and Conde de Onnate, 
by which laft his Name is Ladronde Guevara, and is Hereditary 
Poft-mafter General of Spain. This F amily came to their 
Grandeur by Marriage, and being chief Minifters to Philip IV. 
they are accounted the richeft Subjeéts the King of Spain has, 
pofiefling near 120000 Ducats per Annum Revenue, N, B. À 
Ducat is about 4 5. Sterling. 

® Pelafco, Duke of Frias, better known by the Title of Con- 
fHible of Cajtille;is efteem’d the moftantient, from whence that 
of the Poet: Tan Hidalgo como el Rey y mas vicioque Velafco, as 


much a Gentleman as the King,and more antient than Velafcos an 
Hyperbolical Speech to exprefs the Antiquity of that Family. 
The late Conftable being one Day at Dinner with the Marquifs 
del Priego, who is allo Duke of Feria, asthe Cuftom was, the 
Marquefs’s Cook fet the laft Difh on the Table. The Conftable 
commending his Civilities, the Marquefs reply’d, he did weil 
to commend him, for he was of his Family : upon which the 
|Conftable demanding his Name, which was Pedro Velafco, re- 
turn’d on the Marques : Here you fee the old Proverb con- 
firm’d, Majores Pedro que fu°Amo, Peter isa better Man than his 
Matter. The firft Gentleman of the Family of Velafco, is the 
Marquefs del Pico, Governot of the Citadel of dytwerp at this 
time. 
Henriques, Duke of Meding Rio/eca, better known by the Titles 
of Admiral of Caftille and Mendofa ; Duke of Infantado, by that 
of Admiral of Arragon 3 and feveralof thefe are united to other 
Families. ‘The lower Nobility of Spain, are fuch as tho’ they 
enjoy the Titles of Dukes, Marqueftes, Princes, Earls, Fe. 
yet they have not the Priviledgé of covering in the King’s 
Prefence, and are called Titles of Caftille ; among which the 
Grandees eldeft Sons are chief. ‘The Grandees have all the Style 
of Excellency; but thefe only of Lordfhip, unlefs otherwife 
graduated by Offices or Places Thefe Titles are very numerous, 
the Svaniards being very ambitious” of: Honour, and. by 
Confequence many very poor. A Friend of mine in Seville 
teld me, that in one Year, in that City only, they had above 
«thirty new Titles of Earls and. Marquelfes made, which 
before, as he told me, (no oe did not dine ; and I ee 
ae LYS 


292 The Lady's Travels into Spain. 


him what they did now, he made anfwer, que no cenavany 

(they did not {up) fo true it is, that they will ftarve their own” 
Carcaffes, and their Families, for an empty Title ; and yet 
they will have a Coach, and good Cloaths, whatfoever become — 


of the reft. 


The Gentry are as numerous in Sais, as in any Country in 
the World, and their Families are very antient : the reafon of 
their preferving them {fo well ts, that all Eftates in Land are 
intail’d, and cannot be alienated, but in cafe of failure of Iffue, — 
and that then not without a great dealof Charge and Trouble, - 
which is the Occafion that Land is fo very dear, It is worth — 
39 or 40 years Purchafe. Alfo in every City, in the Ar- — 
chives, they keep a Regifter of all the Families that belong : 
thereto, with the Alliances they make, which are the © 
more neceflary, becaufe no one can be made a Knight without M 
full Proofs of his being clear for four Generations, by Fatherand M 
Mother, cf the Blood of the Sews and Moors; with whomthe 
Spaniards have been very much mix’d in former times ; efpeci- M 
ally in Andaloufia: therefore Men of Eftates in Spain are ex- M 
tream ambitious of Knighthood, becaufe then their Blood is 


out of Queftion, and every younger Brother of a good Family 
is alfo very defirous thereof; both becaufe that Honour may 
maintain him in that refpect in the World, which his want of 
Eftate would lofe, and alfo for that thereby they are capaci- 
tated more readily to obtain Offices and Places, Civil and Mi- 
litary. I have known feveral made Knights, that all their 
Eftate and Credit, would hardly amount to make up 60 
Pound, for the Charge of being invefted therewith. And I 
remember to have feen 14 Knights in the Retinue of the Mar- 
quefs of Laguna, when he went Vice-roy to Mexico, in his Livery. 


So that we may well put the Knights of Spain into the old : 


Lift of the poor Companions. 

The Orders of Knighthood in Spain are thefe : (for that of 
the Golden Fleece, nor that of St. S6br, cannot be reckon’d 
Spanifo Orders, ‘The former being given only to fome very 
great Men, and that in Flanders and Germany, as well as Spain s 
and is peculiar to the King of Spain, as Duke of Burgundy, and 
Head of the Houfe of 4ffria. The laft is common to all the 
| Popith Gentry in Europe.) Therefore the Sai/h Orders are 
St. Faso, Calatrava, and Alcantara. There is hardly any 
Grandee or Nobleman in Spain, that is not of one of thefe 
Orders, and it is beneficial as well as honourable, they having 
many Commendaries belonging to them, | 
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The firft Order, of St. Jago, is the eldeft, tho’ not efteem’d 

the beft, betaufe they, in producing the Proofs of clean Blood, 
pardon the quarter part on the Mother’s fide, which the others _ 
do not. The Habit is a long white Robe, and the Badge 
is a red Dagger, which they wear wrought on their Cloaks, 
and enamell’d on a golden Scollop-fhell, which Shell you fee 
St, Jago’s Pilgrims wear. ; 

This Order hath 42 Commendaries in the Province of Caftille, 
and 45 in Leon, befides 10 Alcades and Lieutenancies. — 

The fecond Order is Calatrava, whofe Badge is four red 
Elower-de-luces crofs-wife. It has 34 Commendaries, and 

eight Priories. 

The third Order is Alcantara, whofe Badge is the fame with 
Calatrava, but green. It has 33 Commendaries, four Alcades, 
four Priories. All thefe Orders yield to the Poffeffors of the- 
feveral Commendaries, 44000 Ducats yearly Rent, befides 
the Mafter-fhips, which are worth 30000 Ducats per Annums 
which areat prefent poffefs’d by the King. Thofe Officers,by 
the Power and Influence they have over Knights of their feve- 
ral Orders, for fome time paft, were thought too great for 
Subjects to enjoy, as formerly they did. Over and above thefe 
Rents, the feveral Orders allow all their feveral Knights, Pro- 
feffors, that have not Commendaries, and that will demand. 
it, 120000 Marvedies a year, for Bread and Water. 
"Further, for the Employment and Advancement of this 
numerous Nobility and Gentry, the King of Spam has to beftow 
about 1700 Offices Ecclefiaftical, Civiland Military ; amongft 
which, fome of the chief are, nine Vice-royfhips, of Naples, 
| Sicily, Arragon, Valentia, Navarre, Sardinia, Catalonia, Peru and 

Mexico. Governments near upon as confiderable, Flanders, 
Milan, Galicia, Bifcay, Andaloufia, Upper and Lower Murcia, Seville, 
Majorca, Minorca, Ivica, Canaries, In Africa, Oran, Ceuta, East 
India, Philippine Iflands. In America, Governor, Captain Gex 
neral and Prefident of the Chancery of St. Domingo, ‘The Ifland 
of Hi/paniola,Governor and Captain General of St. Chriftophers, 
of the Havana, Goyernor of Cuba, Governor and Captain Gene- 
neral of Port Rico, Governor and Captain General of Florida, 
Governor of the Hlands of Margarita, Governor and Captain 
General of New Andaloufia, Governor and Captain General of 
| Tucatan, Prefident and Governor of the New Galicia, Governor 
and Captain General of New Bifcay, Governor and Captain 
General and Prefident of Guatimala, Governor of Luconufce, 
| Governor and Captain General of Honduras, Governor of Mara- 
_ cago, Governor and General of Coa Rico, and Governor of 

Terrenates, | a The 
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{ Ps : 
The Revenues of the Crown of Spain, are reckoned about 


37 Millions of Dollars, wherein they reckon but three and aid 


half from the We/t-Indies yearly. 


In Spain, in Cafhlle alone are five Archbifhops, 3 t Bifhops a 


whofe Revenues are above one Million and a half. To: 
make a better judgment of theGrandeur of Spain, confider that 


as it appears by the Books of Accounts of the Council of the 
adres, there has enter’d into Spaix from thefe parts, from the 
year 1545, tothe Year 1667, 1550 Millions of Dollars value 
im Gold and Silver; of all which, the King has the one fifth — 


part : Befides which, there always comes a great quantity 
out of Regifter, at leaft one fourth part of the whole, of 


which the Mountains of Potoft alone have produced three : 


hundred Millions of Silver. Befides the Plate, there comes : 


from thence a vaft Wealth in Pearls, precious Stones, Cochea- … 
neel, Indigo, Vigonia Wool, and other Commodities. 4 


In the Indies, the King promotes fix Archbifhops, 32 Bi- 


#hops. In 4rragon, one Archbifhop, and feven Bifhops. In 


Valentia, one Archbifhop, and two Bifhops. In Catalonia, one — 


Archbifhop, eight Bifhops, and the Bifhops of Majorca. In 
the Iflands of Sardinia, three Archbifhops, and four Bifhops, 
In Italy, eight Archbifhops, and feventeen Bifhops. In Sicily, 
three Archbifhops, and feven Bifhops.. Befides a great 


number of Abbots, Priors, and Dignities without number, of © 
al which the Pope has not the fpoils of the dead, nor the 


Fruits of the vacant Sees. 


The Government of Spain, by its Conftitution, is a limited 


Monarchy, fucceffive in a right Line both Males and Females. | 


‘Phe Male Line ended in Ferdinand ; who united Caftille and 4r- 


razon, by marriage with Habella of Caftille, whofe Daughter and | 


only Child married Philip the Fair ; by whom the Crown came 
into the Houfe of Auftria, Charles V. Emperor, being fole 
King of that Family. Philip I. dying before his Wife, the 
Limrration of the Monarchy is by the Cortes (or Parliament) 


compofed of twenty Cities, and one Town, wt. Burgos, Leon, | 


Granada, Seville, Cordoua, Murcia, Jaen, Madrid, Cuenca, Sa- 
mora, Galicid, Guadalaxara, Valladolid, Salamanca, Avila, Soria, 
Sevovd, Tora; Effremadura, Palencia and Toledo ; each of 
which fends two Deputies, who are chofen by and out of the 


Aldermen, or Common Councils of the refpeétive Cities, who — 


are Hereditary. ‘Thefe Deputies muft bring decifive Procura- 
tions from their refpective Cities: on their meeting they are 
covered in the Kme’s prefence, and fit and take an Oath of Fide- 
lity to him, and that they bave no private Orders from their Ci- 
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ies,other than what their Procurations exprefs ; arid when they 
nter upon Bufinefs, they take an Oath of Secrefy among them- 
elves. They have two Secretaries within themfelvés, and the 
eldest of the Procurators or Members for Burgos, adts as Prefi- 
dent, or Speaker; but no A& can pafs without the Confent of 
Al. If it be matter of Grant to the King, then their Votes are 
caft or givenprivately ; but if it be matter of Juftice, or private 
Concerns, which is firft determin’d, they give their Votes 
publickly, and then the Majority carry it. When any Act 
paffes, they carry it to the King for his Confent. ‘They are 
call’d by Letters Convocatory from the King, and Privy Coun- 
<il, or Council of the Chamber; and diffolv’d by a Note- 
faétion of the Prefident of the faid Council. But they leave 2 
Deputation at Court of eight Members, four for Adtion, and 
four for Abfence, or Infirmities. The Cortes have never been 
¢al’d fince the Year 1647, when they gave the King the 
Millions or general Excife, and will not be call’d any more, 
unlefs upon the utmoft Exigencies of Affairs: their Power 
being fo great in calling Minifters to Account, examining into 
all Male-adminiftration fince theirlaft Seffion. But their Acts 
only bind the Kingdoms of Cajtille and its Dependents ; that 
of Arragon, having its States and Juftice apart ; but are now 

alfo difcontinu’d : fo that now the whole of the Spanifh Govern- 
ment liés in the Power of the King, andhis feveral Councils, 
who refide at Madrid, and whofe Pragmaticas, or Proclama- 
tions in the King’s Name, have the force of Laws in their 
feveral Provinces, and are, ‘The Supreme Council of 
Caftille, the Council of Arragon, the Council of the Indies, the 
Council of Italy and Flanders, Council of the Chamberer 
Cabinet, which is only the Prefident and three or four of the 
Council of Caftille, at the King’s Pleafure ; and thefe are they, 
that have the chiéf Management of Affairs of Government. 
Tho’ there is alfo a Council of State, which is above all in 
Title, tho’ in reality ic is more for State than Ufe. Befides 
thefe, there are Councils of War, of Revenues, of the Inquifi- 
tion, of Orders of Knighthood, of the Crufado, which are 
for the Management of thefe feveral Matters. 
The Law ofthe Land, where the King’s Proclamations do 
not intervene, or the defpotick Power of the Inquifition, is 
purely Civil; wherein Criminal Cafes, no Man is condemn’d by 
Witneffes alone, without his own Confeffion, which however 18 
extorted by Torment of the Wrack: and in Cafes of Meum 
and Tuum, all Suits are manag’d before Alcades or Judges of 
the refpective ‘Towns or Cities, by way of Bill and Anfwer in 
ne ggg os i se ae eee re à writing, 
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writing, from which there are Appeals to the Supreme Courts 
of Chancery at Granada, &c. where there-are Pleadings. But 
there are a great many Exemptions from the common Courfe 


of Law, on account of Priviledges, as all Churchmen, all that 


belong to the Inquifition, all Soldiers, all Knights, and all 
Perfons belonging to the King’s Revenue; all whom anita in) 

ges : or, 
finally to their refpeétive Councils at Madrid. Befides the Power, 


cafe of Profecution, Criminal or Civil, to their own Ju 


of the Church in preferving any other Perfon, that flies to it 
from the ordinary Juftice in any Cafe, from whence he can- 
not betaken, but by Order of the Pope’s Nuncio or Legate, 


ES 


ass 


who is ufually the Archbifhop of Toledo, Primate of Spain, 


and generally a Cardinal, and a Spaniard. ‘Thus have you 2. 
brief Account of what has occur’d to my Notice touching © 
Bae or more properly Ca/tille, wherein I had my Refidence — 
fome Years. But the Government of “rrazon is, or was 


very diftinét, which Iam not acquainted withal. 
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Books Printed for D. Brown, A. Bell, 
J. Darby, A. Bettefworth, J. Pemberton, 
C. Rivington, J. Hooke, T. Cox, J. Batley, 

_and E. Symon. 


HF Art of Prudence; or, A Companion for a Man of 

Senfe. Written originally in Spanifb by that celebrated 

. . Author Balthazar Gracian. Now made Englifh from the 

beft Edition of the Original, and illuftrated with the Sieur 

Amelot de la Houffaie’s Notes. By Mr. Savage The third 
Edition, corrected. 


_ The diverting Works of the Countefs de Anois, Author of 
The Lady’s Travelsinto Spain, Containing, 1. The Memoirs of 
her own Life. 2. All her Spanifh Novels and Hiftories. 3. Her 
Letters. 4. The Tales of the Fairies. In three Parts, compleat. 
The fecond Edition. Illuftrated with Cuts. 


Sixteen Sermons upon feveral Subje&s, none of which ever 
before printed. By the Right Reverend 7, Adore, D. D. late 
Lord Bifhop of E/y. Vol II. 


* The Relative Duties of Parents and Children; Husbands and 
Wives; Mafters and Servants. Confider’d in fixteen praétical 
Difcourfes. With three Sermons upon the Cafe of Self-Murther. 
By William Fleetwood, D. D. now Bifhop of Ely. The fecond 
Edition. Neceffary for all Families. 


Hove Lyrice Poems chiefly ofthe Lyric Kind. In. three 
Books. 1. Sacred to Devotion and Piety. 2. To Virtue, 
Hononr, and Friendfhip. 3. To the Memory of the Dead. 
By F Watts The third Edition. 


A Treatife of Mechanicks ; or, The Science of the Effe&s of 
Powers, or moving Forces, as apply’d to Machines, demon- - 
fcared from its firft Principles. Doue out of French by 
Tho. Watts. The fecond Edition, ‘ 


Nuptiaf 


€ 


Nuptial Dialogues and Debates; ot, An afeful Profpet of thd! 


Felicities and Difcomforts of a marry’d Life, incident to all De- 


grees, from the Throne to the Cottage. Containing many great . 
Examples of Love, Piety, Prudence, Juftice, and all the excel- » 
lent Virtues that largely contribute to the true Happinefs of Wed-, 
lock. Drawn from the Lives of our own Princes, Nobility, and | 


other Quality, in Ptofperity and Adverfity. Alfo the fantaftical | 


Humours -of all Fops, Coquets, Bullies, Jilts, fond Fools, and 
Wantons, old Fumblers, barren Ladies, Mifers, parfimonious 


Wives, Ninnies, Sluts, and Térmagants; drunken Husbands, 


toping Goflips, fchifmatical Precifians, and devout Hypoctites of 
all forts. Digefted into ferious, merry, and fatyrical Poems ; 


wherein both Sexes, in all Stations, are reminded of their Duty; — 


and taught how to be happy in a matrimenial State. In two 
Vols. By the Author of the London Spy. Price 10s. 


… Adam and Eve ftrip’d of their Furbelows : or, The fafhionable 
Virtues and Vices of both Sexes expos'd to publick View. In two: 
Parts. I. Of the Ladies. II. Of the Gentlemen. ‘With familiar 
Defcants uponeach Charaëter. Price 2s. 6d. 


The Chriftian InftruG@ed in the Principles of Religion, and the 
Concerns of human Life.  InfourParts Part I: 1. Of the three 
Perfons in the Sacred Trinity. 2. Of the Miniftry of the Angels. 3. 
Of the Truth and Excellency of the Holy Scriptures. 4. Of 
Religion from.its Beginning, in three Difcourfes, viz. The Patriar- 
chal, Mofaical, and Evangelical Difpenfations. 5. Of the Attain- 
ment of Heaven, and its State of Blifs. 6. Of the State of the 
Damned in Hel/, and the Means of avoiding of thefame. 7. Of 


our Earthly Habitation. 8. Of Man, the Circumftances of his | 


prefent State, and the Period of Human Life. PartIl. 1. The 
Service and Worfhip of God on the Lord’s Day. 2: Our Duty and 
Service to God on the Week Days. 3. Of the Love of God. 


4. Of Divine Praifes and Thank/eivings. Part II. Containing the : 
Duties we owe to our Selves. Part IV. ----The feveral Duties we : 


owe to our Neighbour. To which is added, A Difcourfe of the 
worthy Receiving the Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 
With Devotions for feveral Occafions. By W. Reading, M. A. 


Juft publifh’d, 
_ À Pra&tical Effay of the Contempt of the World. By William 
Nicholls, D.D. Very proper for all that labour under any kind of 
Affli@ion, efpecially thofe who fuffer for the fake of a good 
Confcience. The third Edition, correGed. Price 25. 6d. 


Lately 


a) 


/ Lately publifh’d. 


_ Phéical Difcourfes on the feveral Parts and Offices of the 


Liturgy of the Church of England. Wherein are laid open 


the Harmony, Excellency, and Ufefulnefs of its Compofure. 
In four Parts, bound in five Vol. Ufeful for all Families. By the 
“Reverend AZ:t‘hew Hole, D. D. Prebendary of Wells, and Re&or 


of Exeter College in Oxford. Sold by %. Darby in Bartholomew 


Clofe. Of whom may be had, the Dottor’s Expofition of the 


Church Catechifm, two Vol. And his fix Occafional Sermons, 


which are proper to bind with the laft Volume on the Common 


Prayer. 


There is in the Prefs, and will fpeedily be publifh’d, 
The Manner of Raifing, Ordering, and Improving Foreft-Trees: 


Alfo how to plant, make, and keep Woods, Walks, Avenues, . 


Lawns, Hedges, &c. With feveral Figures Bicpe? for Avenues 


and Walks to end in, and convenient Figures for Lawns. Alfo 


_ Rules and Tables fhewing how the ingenious Planter may meafure 


: fuperficial Figures ; with Rules how to divide Woods or Land, 


and how to meafure Timber and other folid Bodies, either by 


 Arithmetick or Geometry ; fhewing the ufe of that moft excellent 


Line, the Line of Numbers, by feveral new Examples: With many 
other Rules, ufeful for moft Men. By Adofes Cook, Gardiner to 
the Right Honourable Arthur late Earl of Effex. The fecond 
Edition, very much corrected. ; 
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